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Vicar for Clergy Database 

Clergy Assignment Record (Detailed) 

Mr Neville George Rucker 

Current Primary Assignment Resident 

Birth Date 9/14/1920 

Birth Place 

Diaconate Ordination 

Priesthood Ordination 

Diocese Name 

Ottumwa, Iowa, USA 

5/4/1946 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

10/1/1942 

Latin 

Age: 92 

Deanery: 22 

Date of Incardination 

Religious Community 

Ritual Ascription 

Ministry Status 

Canon State 

Dismissed from Clerical State 

Diocesan Priest Jncard Process 0 
Begin Pension Date 

Home phone 

Voice phone 

Seminary 

Ethnicity 

(310) 839-2361 

(310) 842-4881 

St. John's Seminary, camarillo 

American (USA) 

Fingerprint Verification and Safeguard Training 

Date Background Check 

Virtus Training Date 

Assignment History 

Assignment 

---Los Angeles Resident, Dismissed from Clerical State, 
~e Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Protocol N. 
328/2006. (Continues to reside ) 

....... Los Angeles Resident, Retired with No Faculties, NO 
~OF PRIESTLY MINISTRY. 

Corpus Christi catholic Church, Pacific Palisades Pa?tor Emeritus, Retired 

Corpus Christi catholic Church, Pacific Palisades Pastor, Active Service 

St. Agatha catholic Church, Los Angeles Pastor, Active Service 

Holy Cross Catholic Church, Los Angeles Pastor, Active Service 

Beginning Date Completion Date 

2/8/2008 

6/1/2002 2/8/2008 

8/1/1987 6/1/2002 

7/2/1979 7/30/1987 

7/1/1970 7/1/1979 

9/24/1968 6/30/1970 

RCALA 008605 



Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Los Angeles Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

St. Teresa of Avila Catholic Church1 Los Angeles Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 

St. Anthony Catholic Church, El Segundo Administrator, Active Service 

St. Mary Magdalen Catholic Church, Camarillo Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

Mary Star of the Sea High School, San Pedro Education-Teacher/Faculty, 
Active Service 

Mary Star of the Sea Catholic Church, San Pedro Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 

St. Basil Catholic Church, LosAngeles Associate Pastor (Parochial Vicar), 
Active Service 

St. Alphonsus Catholic Church, Los Angeles Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Los Angeles Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

RCALA 008606 

1/30/1968 9/23/1968 

5/9/1967 1/29/1968 

11/6/1962 5/8/1967 

9/1/1959 8/31/1961 

5/10/1955 8/31/1959 

5/10/1955 8/31/1959 

10/3/1951 5/9/1955 

11/22/1946 10/2/1951 

5/14/1946 11/21/1946 
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MEMORANDUM 

June 27, 1989 

TO: Archbishop Mahony 

FROM: Monsignor Thomas Curry 

RE: Child Abuse Case 

A woman named REDACTED left a message on Sister REDACTED 

REDACTED phone over the weekend saying that she has a serious 
accusation to make regarding a priest. Sister REDACTED gave me the 
information, and I called the woman but had to leave a message on her 
tape. In the meantime, on Monday, June 26, the woman called Terry 
Richey and talked to him for about forty-five minutes. The following 
is a summary of the converstaion: 

She is a thirty-one year old woman, and she claims to have been 
abused by Neville Rucker while he was stationed in st. Anthony, El 
Segundo. The year is not clear, but she appears to be talking about 
the period 1965-1967. 

REDACTED is married, but her husband races motorcycles in Europe. She 
was treated for alcohol some months ago, and during the treatment her 
feelings about being abused surfaced. 

Some time ago, she went and confronted Neville about her feelings, 
but he denied that anything ever happened. She was most concerned 
that he was around children, and he told her he was not. However, 
she spoke to the principal of the parish school who told her that 
Neville did visit the school children. 

She says that the time the incident supposedly happened, Neville and 
her mother met with someone from the Chancery and Neville was moved 
from the parish. She says the church gave the family food and toys 
at Christmas, but nothing else happened. Although she talked about 

virginity, as far as REDAcTED could tell, what happened was 
~;n?·nr•~i touching. 

at this time are that she was violated as a child and 
she lost her mother's love, because she claims her mother turned 

against her at that time. She also seems to be obsessed with the 
belief that the Church has covered this matter up, moved Neville from 
place to place, and that he is still being protected. She says she 
wants vindication and an assurance that Neville will not be around 
children. 

This woman is not too stable. For instance, she told REDACTED that her 
hero, John F. Kennedy, was murdered by the government in league with 
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REDACTED 

the mob, and that the Church is also tied up with the mob. However, 
there does seem to be substantial evidence for what she says. I 
attach copies of·a·letter from a parent, a memo fromREDACT~D . 
and same scraps of paper from the file. There does seem to have been 
a meeting about a problem around the time she is talking of and 
during the period while Neville was stationed in St. Anthony, El 
Segundo. He served this parish from 1962-1967, and was moved in May, 
1967, the month of the meeting Cardinal Manning's note refers to. 
She claims there were several girls involved, and these notes may 
well refer to another case as does the letter attached. 

I propose the following course of action: 

_ • REDACTED 
I would then propose that Neville meet w1th you and perhaps and 
1ne. This woman definitely-needs therapy, and we can possibly arrange 
~Neville to provide therapy for her by way of the Archdiocese, and 

we can give her an assurance that he will not be involved with 
children. ' 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

~= July 17, 1989 

rro: Rev. Msgr. 'll1anas 0n:ry 

FRCM: HEoAcrEo:DACTED 

I tal.ke:i with R~DACTED by };hone last Wednesday, July 12, for 
aba.1t 25 minutes. We established a fairly gocxi rciR)Ort, REDACTED 

REDACTED 

Points in conversation 

1. Regardin:J the priest who allegedly a1::l.lsed her: 

REDACTED 

''We haven't ta.lked to him yet, but will" 

REDACTED ''What are yoU goin;r to do?" 

REDACTED 
"We hope to do what yru asked: to make doubly sure no 
other dlildren are in jecpardy aro. to, in sane way, 
acknc::Mledge yrur hurt." 

2. REDACTED is not :now in one-on-one therapy. Said she'd 
like to be but fin:ls it extremely difficult to trust anyone and 
has no one in :m.i.ni right now. 

3.REDACTED 

'!he reason for the meroo: In view of Mrs. 'REDACTED 

a) enctional prci>lems 

b) financial precariousness ("no incx:me", sane welfare) 

c) marital crisis 

d) lack of therapist she can trust 

I'm at a loss right now to imagine what fo:rm "acknc:Mledging her hurt" and 
"bein:J of SI.IfPOrt" would take. 
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TO FILE FROM MONSIGNOR CURRY 

RE REV. NEVILLE RUC~R 

Father REDACTED and I met with Father Rucker in my office 
on 11/7/89. Father Rucker was most candid and concerned. Although 
he could not remember .R~DACTED , it was of great 
concern to him that for something that was so casual to him at 
the time could be so devastating to her for her life, and he stays 
awake at night because of this. He has been suffering considerable 
anxiety and agony about this matter since she came to see him some 
time ago, and he did call her mother, as she had asked. She came 
to see him with a man he thinks was a member of the treatment 
facility, but he is not sure. Originally, in El Segundo, when 
these accusations came up, he went to the police because he heard 
his name had been given to them. One of the people in the police 
station told him not to worry--that the same accusations had been 
made about him earlier. 

He has no contacts with children now since he has retired. He 
did have when he was a Pastor. 

He is very sorry for the trouble she is suffering. We talked 
about the possibility of his providing therapy in the future 
if she needed it, and he was quite agreeable to this. He would 
be willing to meet with her and a therapist, and we stressed that 
if this meeting were to take place it should be carefully 
prepared. 

The incident involved just touching. 

The trouble it caused him and his transfer was such a trauma 
for him that he has never been involved in anything since that 
time. .REDACTED 
REDACTED Father REDACTED met with 
REDACTED and he reported to me his conversation with her when he 
called me on November 9, 1989. Father REDACTED went to her house 
and there was a person there who is training to be a therapist 
but this woman took very little part in the conversation and mostly 
minded the children. The conversation with REDACTED went pretty 
much as his previous phone conversation had gone. Father REDACT§D 
told her Father Rucker could not remember her, but that indeed 
something could have happened and he was very sorry about this. 
FatherREDACTEDtalked to her about alcoholism quite a bit. She 
was sober and in good shape, but she is not in therapy at this 
time. However, he did indicate that if she wanted to go back 
to therapy there would be a possibility of Father Rucker providing 
this help. He left it with her, though, that she would make a 
call if she wanted to be helped. She seemed to be surprised in 
a pleasant way that such help might be available. He emphasized 
to her that if she talks to Father Rucker, it should be after 
preparation and with a therapist present. 

She was concerned that he was still, for instance, saying Mass and 
being active as a priest. She mentioned that whenever she says a 
man in horn-rim glasses or a priest dressed in clericals it freaks 
her out. When the matter first came up in her alcoholism therapy, 
she wanted to go out and tell the whole world. However, she has 
progressed from this sate. Her husband was in the house, but spent 
most of the time taking care of the children. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGElL 
REDACTED 

March 28, 1990 

Dear Neville: 

I promised to give you the names of some 
lawyers. I am still looking. However, 
the Archdiocese has used REDACTED 
REDACTED _ __ _ _ _ My hope is that you won't 
need this, but better to be sure than 
sorry. I will send you a couple of other 
names as I get them. 

I will be back in touch shortly and do 
very much want you to know how much I am 
impressed with your goodness in all of 
this. 

Sincerely, 

REDACTED 

RCALA 008627 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
1531 WEST NINTH STREET 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015-119-4 

(213) 251-3200 

OFFICE OF VICAR FOR CLERGY 
(213) 251-3284 

April 5, 1990 

Rev. Neville Rucker 
Corpus Christi Church 
887 Toyopa Drive 
P.O. Box 887 
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272 

Dear Neville: 

Enclosed is a proposed letter from REDAC_!ED _ to (REDACTED 
but before sending it out I wanted to first check it with 
you. In paying bills, it is always advisable to use a 
cashier's check, although a personal check is also acceptable. 

Enclosed also is the name of another lawyer who has been 
recommended to me. I do hope you will have no need to 
contact any of these names. 

Please give me a call at your convenience, and again, 
many thanks for all your kindness and assistance in this. 

Sincerely, 

(Rev. Msgr.) Thomas J. Curry 
Vicar for Clergy 

P.S.: For your information, 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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REDACTED 

Dear REDACTED 

During our phone conversation on March 24, I said I would write 

you a letter. You mentioned to me that you are already in 

therapy twice a week, at $60 per hour, with a therapist you 

have come to trust. After a conversation with FatherREDACTED 

he has requested that you instruct your therapist to send your 

bills directly to him at REDACTED 
REDACTED He says he is happy to offer this pastoral help, 

but doesn't see how he can go much beyond a year because of the 

limits of his resources. 

I'd like to add my regret that .you have carried within you for 

so many years the damaging memory of the hurt you have described 

to me. From our several conversations you have impressed me as 

a person who, while having some serious personal problems, is 

very willing to take action to address them and make progress 

in your life. 

Please feel free to call me any time at REDACTED 

Sincerely yours, 

REDACTED 

cc: Rev. Neville Rucker 
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t\rchdlocese of Los Anseles V•.' ..... .:::t Ninth C 1lifnrqi,1 

<;!f~P( P(1f1iS 1\'1\ 

April 18, 1990 

REDACTED 

Dear REDACTED 

During our phone conversation on March 24, I said I would 
write you a letter. You mentioned to me that you are already 
in therapy twice a week, at $60 per hour, with a therapist 
you have come to trust. After a conversation with Father 
Rucker, he has requested that you instruct your therapist 
to send your bills directly to him at REDACTED 
REDACTED He says he is 
happy to offer this pastoral help, but doesn't see how he can 
go much beyond a year, because of the limits of his resources. 

I'd like to add my regret that you have carried within you 
for so many years the damaging memory of the hurt you have 
described to me. From our several conversations, you have 
impressed me as a person who, while having some serious 
personal problems, is very willing to take action to address 
them and make progress in your life. 

Please feel free to carom me anytime at REDACTED 

Sincerely yours, 

REDACTED ~EDACTED 

cc: Rev. Neville Rucker 
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Neville Rucker 

4/24/90 a~· named ,REDACTED to say that she had met 
a friend :frOiJ school days who said she had been abused by Father Rucker. 
This remin~REDACTED 'that she had been abused together with three others. 
This was at'"'El Segundo and Father Rucker was removed. She felt he should be 
retired and said a detective was coming over to her house with the records of 
the event. She wanted to know what kind of counseling he received. She felt 
disturbed to the point that she needed counseling and she wanted to know what 
had happened to him. 

She was concerned that he. was in a parish with children. Being retired is 
irrelevant. If the matter happened no he would be in jail. She is surprised that 
he is still a priest. She asked me to call he back late~. 

I called REDACTED :Mlck some days later. She said it was a proven fact that child 
abusers could not be cured--it happens over and over again. She could not 
understand why they had allowed him to continue to be a priest. The names of 
four girls were on the police report. This has affected her terribly and she 
thinks she needs counseling to go on with her life. No one came to the families 
at the time. The fact that he is retired now gives him more time to do.:barm. 
The incidents happened while she was in the third or fourth grade. A frien4of 
hers was or is in the Police Dept.· (I am not sure whether she was referring }o 
the present or to the past when. the incident happened}. He family had just~ 
become Catholic at the time the incident happened. She wishes her parents lild 
taken action a at the time. However, her mother was influenced and her father 
worked for the city and she feels there was an involvement of the Church and 
the city. 

She is thirty-two years old. She wanted to know what type of counseling he got 
or if he got a slap on the wrist. There were seven girls she knows. Her mother 
did not believe her at the time. She does not approve his being on the grounds 
of the church and school •. She feels the mothers of. the children have a right to 
know he is a child molester. She is having to pay. money· for counseling. Now it 
is coming out there were more. She saw him in St"' Anthony two years later-
she feels he should have been excommunicated. She feels he should be removed. 

I told her that I had •called Father Rucker and he did not remember her name. 
She was very angry that I had. mentioned her n&me. She asked what would 
happen if . I assured her I knew that would not happen. She 
was she felt guilty about this. 

:'J,. 

'nOt able to do much. We left it by REDACTED 
·she felt about the matter. 
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Fr. Neville Rucker 
Corpus Christi Parish 
887 Toyopa Drive 
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272 

October 26, 1990 

Dear Fr Rucker, 

After attending a workshop in March, 1990, on the sexual misconduct of 
professional ministers, presented by the Archdiocese of Seattle, a deep wound 
and scar surfaced in me, for which you are responsible. 

The image and memory have not diminished through the years, as you might 
think. Nor has the cross I bear lessened in time. On the contrary, as each 
year passes (I am now fifty) I realize and feel more keenly the impact of 
sexual abuse. The sexual abuse you inflicted upon me when I was just a little 
child has and will remain with me forever. 

It was a long time ago, though it sometimes feels like yesterday. The year 
1947. I was 7 years old -just a little child. You were assisting at St. 
Alphonsus parish in East Los Angeles. One day I was in the school cafeteria, 
adjoining the parish auditorium. My mother, REDACTED , was visiting 
with the lunchroom ladies. You knew my mother, REDACTED _·well. She drove 
the school bus and did some secretarial work in the rectory. Perhaps your 
relationship with her brought you into contact with me. Whatever the case may 
be you took advantage of that connection by using me for your sexual 
satisfaction. You were there that day and somehow managed to get me into the 
auditorium. The auditorium was dark. Rows and rows of chairs were set up. A 
movie projector was in place. You put the projector on. Then you sat me on 
your lap, held me, and began to sexually abuse me. You placed your fingers in 
my vagina. It seemed as if at least fifteen minutes passed before you were 
finished with me. I remember the moment you left me standing alone as you 
went on your way. I was confused, alone and afraid. I locked myself in the 
parish hall bathroom. I never told anyone. I couldn 1 t. I was too ashamed. 
But now it is time to tell and hold you accountable. 

The most significant consequence of this childhood abuse has been a lack of 
ease in my physical relationships. In order to work through my fears, I have 
been in therapy and most likely have years to complete this process and move 
towards healing and recovery to the degree possible. 

Because of the damage you inflicted upon me by sexually moiesting me, I ask 
that you reimburse me for all past therapy, present therapy and all that will 
be incurred in the future. The total amount I am requesting is $47,400.00, 
while I realize that the ultimate damage to me and my life far exceeds this 
amount, it seems only realistic to ask for my actual costs in coming to terms 
with this event in my life. 

I have sought legal counsel and written to your Chancellor, Most Reverend 
Stephen E. Blaire and a copy of this letter has been enclosed. Hopefully your 
pastoral response to me will forego any need to pursue the legal system. 

I await your response~ 
~EDACTED 
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October 26, 1990 

Most Rev. Stephen E. Blaire 
Chancellor 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
1531 West 9th Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90015 

Dear Father Blaire, 

I am writing to you about a most difficult and painful matter. In 1947, when 
I was 7 years old, I was sexually abused by Father Neville Rucker while a 
student in St. Alphonsus School in East Los Angeles. Attached to this letter 
is my letter to Father Rucker, describing the abuse and some of the suffering 
and heartbreak it has caused me. 

Recently, the Archdiocese of Seattle has held workshops on dealing with and 
preventing sexual misconduct by professional ministers. I attended one of 
these training sessions in March of 1990, during which the full impact of the 
abuse hit me. It was at this same time that I began to deal with it 
consciously in therapy, and to begin the long healing process of reclaiming my 
wholeness. 

Through this process, I have begun to feel the need to confront my abuser and 
to ask from him, and from the system he served, reimbursement for the cost of 
the therapy to me. While I realize that the ultimate damage to me and my life 
far exceeds this amount, it seems only realistic to ask for my actual costs in 
coming to terms with this event in my life. 

So far, to the present time, I have spent the sum of $8,480. I anticipate, at 
the least, another five years of therapy. The total I am asking to be 
reimbursed from the Archdiocese of Los Angeles is $47,400 to cover past, 
present and future therapy. It is only fair that Father Rucker pay some of 
this, of course. I would ask that you work out what you think is fair between 
the Archdiocese and the priest who is the abuser. 

I recognize that this letter may come to you as a surprise and that my request 
is unsupported by a psychological report in this letter. Certainly, if you 
would like documentation of the treatment I have had, the cost, and the 
subject of the therapy, I would be happy to provide it to you. 

This is a hard letter to write. All my life I have struggled with the trauma 
of this abuse. Now, I am asking you in justice and fairness to respond to me 
pastorally, so that we do not have to face the specter of the legal system. 
Thank you for your time, for your willingness to hear my story, and for the 
consideration you give to your response. 

RP.c;nP.ctfullv, 
REDACTED REDACTED 
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REDACTED 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

October 31, 1990 

REDACTED 

Dear REDACTED 

I have just finished discussing your letter of October 26, 1990 
with Father Rucker. 

We spent a great deal of time discussing the contents of your 
letter and frankly, it raises more questions than it answers. 
The letter also raises many questions which go beyond a 
pastoral response and, I suppose, that is why the letter has 
been brought to me. 

It is only fair that I inform you as succinctly as possible 
that, in my opinion, the conduct which is set forth in your 
letter is barred by the applicable statutes of limitation. 
(You state that the conduct in question occurred in 1947, which 
is 43 years ago.) 

I also noticed that your letter mentions that you have sought 
legal counsel. Perhaps it will be meaningful if you have him 
give me a call. 

.,.,_ --- L-~- .. -- ----- -~ 

REDACTED 

... 
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REDACTED 

REDACTED 

October 31, 

REDACTED 

fl.~ 

~TED 
REDACTE[ 

REDACTED 

near REDACTED 

I have just finished discussing your letter of October 26, 1990 
with Father Rucker. 

We spent a great deal of time discussing the contents of your 
letter and frankly, it raises more questions than it answers. 
The letter also raises many questions which go beyond a 
pastoral response and, I suppose, that is why the letter has 
been brought to me. 

It is only fair that I inform you as succinctly as possible 
that, in my opinion, the conduct which is set forth in your 
letter is barred by the applicable statutes of limitation. 
(You state that the conduct in question.occurred in 1947, which 
is 43 years ago.) 

I also noticed that your letter mentions that you have sought 
legal counsel. Perhaps it will be meaningful if you have him 
give me a call. 

REDACTED 

... 
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Archdiocese of los Angeles 

November 2, 1990 

REDACTED 

Dear REDACTED 

Moder~10rof 1531 
• the Curial(h<lncellor West Ninth 

(213)251-3255 Street 

Los Angeles 
California 
90015-1194 

I received your letter of October 26, 1990. I appreciate how 
difficult and oainful it was to write this IP.ttP.r T ~m referring your 
letter to REDACTEolhomas Curry, REDACTED who handles all 
of these matters for the Archdiocese. He is away on vacation at the 
present time and will return in the later part of November. I am 
asking him to give your letter immediate attention upon his return. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

+~~.~ 
Most Reverend Stephen E. Blaire 
Moderator of the Curia/Chancellor 

REDACTED 

cc: Rev. Neville Rucker 
Corpus Christi Parish 

Pil>toral Regions. Our lady of the Angels S«n Fern.1ndo S<ln Gabriel San Pedro .Santa Barbara 
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Office of IS 3 l Los Angele' 
An:hdlocesc: of Los Angeles Vicar for Clergy We~t Nrnth C"ll:fur~··' 

(213) 251-3284 Street 90015-1194 

November 30; 1990 

REDACTED 

Dear REDACTED 

I received your correspondence on my return to the office 
and was saddened to read your letter. 

You mention you have sought leqal counsel, and I also 
understand Mr.REDACTED a lawyer from Los Angeles, 
has been in contact with you. 

Since the matter appears to be in the hands of legal 
counsel, it does not seem appropriate for me to be involved 
at this time. 

rasroral ReF, ions, Our l<ldy of the Angels San fernanc1o SAn Gabriel S<~n redr0 s.'"'" B."b·'·'·' 
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2746 

XVI 000032 



December 18. 1990 

Bishop Stephen E. Blaire 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
1531 Vest Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90015-1194 

Dear Bishop Blaire, 

First, may I congratulate you on your appointment as bishop. This 
is a great honor, that I am sure you well deserve. 

I am writing, however, about a matter that is not celebratory. I 
was very disappointed in the response of your Archdiocese to my letter 
about the sexual abuse I suffered as a little girl at the hands of Father 
Neville Rucker. Instead of a compassionate response, I feel thet the 
response I received from Rev. Thomas Curry was what I would describe as a 
"stonewall" approach. Rather than make any attempt to talk with me 
personally, hear my story, and come to terms with my request for pastoral 
care and counselling, I received-a letter from Curry saying that it does 
not seem appropriate for him to be involved. I also received a letter 
from REDACTED saying "Frankly, •.. it (my letter) raises more 
questions than it answers. " If it raises so many questions, Bishop 
Blaire, why do you not ask them of me? 

My goal is twofold. First, it is to heal myself of the wounds of 
this abuse. Toward that end, I have asked you in good faith, and NOT 
through a lawyer, to hear me and respond pastorally to my pain. Second, 
it is very important to me that Father Rucker be evaluated as a 
pedophile, and that he not be allowed contact with children. 

In response to my letter, Father Curry said "since the matter 
appears to be in the hands of legal counsel, it does not seem appropriate 
for me to be involved at this time.• Bishop Blaire, it is your 
Archdiocese who put this matter in the hands of lawyers, not me. My 
letter to you said : "I am asking you in justice and fairness to respond 
to me pastorally, so that we not have to face the spectre of the legal 
system•. That is still what I want and still what I am asking you for. 

Neither of us will be served by a legal action. You know all the 
reasons for this as well as I do. Vhy can we not discuss this with each 
other, and negotiate it in good faith together? Please consider this a 
request for a dispute resolution process that upholds our dignity as 
Christians, and that does not cast us as adversaries. 

Resnec.tfullv. 
REDACTED 
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REDACTED 

REDACTED 

Rucker, Neville Corpus Christi Church, Pacific Palisades 

It would be good to read this file. Over the past year, three women who 

7 

254618 

XVI 000035 



REDACTED 

REDACTED 

) 

were molested by Neville as children have surfaced, all independently. 
One of these days, they may happen to meet and all hell will break 
loose. His file seems to be missing. See c:\wp50\letters\rucker on the 

· ~omputer. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

RB: 

MEMORANDUM 

Decelaber 311 1990 

Father Timothy Dyer 

Monsignor Thomas Curry 

Neville Rucker 

I know Bishop Blaire received another communication from a woman in 
Seattle regarding Neville. This woman wrote laat August and mentioned 
in her letter that she had contacted a lawyer. As a result, Neville 
contacted ,REDACTED and I told her that since she had been in 
contact with a legal counsel it would not be appropriate for 15.to· 
comment directly to her. Now I believe she is claiming she did not 
intend to involved a lawyer. 

~: 

It appears that we are having some difficulty in locating Neville's r:Uil. 
and hope the Office can find it soon. In any case, there is informa.:n 
on the computer in c:wp\letters\rucker and in changas.db under + 
Rucker. - ~EoAcTEo is also very aware of the case. 

This is the third complaint about child. abuse in a little over a year, 
there may· well be publicity yet on this one. The complaints are all 
separate ones, and the women involved do not know each other. People 
who complain about child abuse are always concerned that it may still 
be going on, and at least two of the women involved in this instance 
expressed these fears. It would be good to consider seriously Neville's 
moving from the parish at this time for the sake of all concerned. 

Sorry you have to deal with this so early in your tenure, and be 
assured of my sympathy and support. 

REDACTED 
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cor<pus cbr<ist:i cbar<cb 

])ear REDACTED 

Sorry for the delay in sending you this final 
f,ayment, but 1 have had trouble borrowing this last 
:p7, 000 Finally, it has arrived and you will find 
it enclosed. 

Would you please return to me the original 
settlement agreement marked "paid in full", signed 
by you and dated, and a general release of all 
claims. 

As a further sign of my regrets and my hopes 
for your complete recovery, 1 have enrolled you in 
the Harianist Alliance for a perpetual remembrance 
in all their prayers and f'!lasses ;:md a promise of 
remembrance in all my own prayers and ['·lasses as 
lonrr as I live. 

P. 0. BOX 887 

PACIFIC PALISADES, CALIFORNIA 00272 

Sincerely yours in Our Lord, 

.1!~.~ 
( nev.) Neville Hucker, 

Pastor Emeritus 
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March 19, 1991 

REDACTED 
Legal Counsel 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90015-1194 

DearREDACTED 

I recognize and believe that you, as Legal Counsel for the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles, will be able to assist me. I am confident that you will respond and 
help me bring this matter to a collaborative resolution. You will know as you 
read the communication enclosed that thus far there has been no response from 
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles to address or attend to the accusations I have 
put forth against Father Neville Rucker. 

Since the age of seven my life has been altered by Fr. Neville Rucker of the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles (Pacific Palisades). The act was that of childhood 
sexual abuse. Today the abuse seems to continue as silence continues and 
priests refuse to deal with the sensitive issue of my childhood sexual abuse. 
It is my perception that Fr. Neville Rucker, Bishop Blaire and Monsignor Curry 
have chosen silence. I am angered by the reality that I have not been heard 
and that there appears to be no search or concern for justice or truth. 

Before proceeding, REDACTE~_ I ask that you pause and read the enclosed letter 
addressed to Fr. Neville Rucker and the letter addressed to me from my 
therapist, REQACT_!=D. The letter to Fr. Rucker explains the incident as it 
happened. It relates the facts. The letter to me from my therapist is an 
attempt to capture the significant impact the childhood sexual abuse has had 
on my life, my relationships and my continous struggle with intimacy. 

Please know that, in my opinion, the response from the diocese of Los Angeles 
has fallen short of a christian, compassionate, just response. It is 
difficult for me to believe that among the hierarchy of the Church to which I 
belong there are priests who seemingly turn deaf a ear and do nothing to 
investigate a serious accusation made against a brother priest. It is 
difficult for me to accept the fact that the Church to which I belong has made 
absolutely no attempt to communicate with me and very possibly may not have 
communicated seriously with my offende:--. It is difficlih for il1e t'- at.ccpt tt:e 
fact that the Church, in particular, the Archdiocese of Los Angeles has 
provided DQ avenue for dialogue and reconcilation around my experience of 
sexual abuse by Fr. Neville Rucker. It is difficult for me to accept the fact 
that I continue to pay for therapy resulting from the abuse inflicted by Fr. 
Neville Rucker while he escapes all responsibility and accountability. It is 
difficult for me to accept the fact that my experience of childhood sexual 
abuse by Fr. Neville Rucker would not have been explored, nor Fr. Neville 
Rucker evaluated or held accountable by your diocese, had I not continued, as 
I am now, to press for both justice and reconcilation. 
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I appeal to you as a significant person within the Church structure of the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles. I realize that there are other avenues outside 
the Church to which I can bring my case and story. I'm not looking for 
sensation or an opportunity to expose Fr. Neville Rucker or the Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles to the larger community, rather I want action and answers to the-3 
following questions and concerns: 

1. Has there been investigation of my case and has Fr. Neville Rucker 
been evaluated? If not, why not? If yes, what are the conclusions? 

2. It is a matter of justice that Fr. Neville Rucker pay for the past, 
present and future counselling I have received and continue to receive 
around the incident of the childhood sexual abuse he inflicted upon 
me. Can someone engage in dialogue with me regarding this matter of 
justice? If not, why not? If yes, how can we proceed? 

3. Reconciliation with Fr. Neville Rucker and the Church is important 
to me. Can he and the Church officials enter into a process and 
dialogue with me that may move us toward reconcilation and healing? If 
not, why not? If yes, how can we proceed? 

REDACTED_ . I await your answer. Bishop Blaire has yet to respond to the letter 
I wrote him in December. The silence concerns me, in fact it angers me. 
Response signifies hearing and caring and receptivity. All are necessary to a 
just resolution and reconciliation. 

It is my hope you will respond. 

Thank You, 
REDACTED 

cc: Bishop Stephen Blaire 
Rev. Msgr. Thomas Curry 

REDACTED 
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An:hdloo::ese of los Angeles 

April 12, 1991 

Rev. Neville Rucker 
Corpus Christi Church 
887 Toyopa Drive 
P.O. Box 887 
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272 

Dear Father Rucker: 

Olfil('11f 1')31 I,. 'n<;rf~~ 

Vif',1.r for Clc-r.~y \Vest Ninth ( ~lifr>J nL1 
(ll~l7~1-17f'4 Str<'<'t .. ,,,,,~ trnt 

I understand you will be back at Corpus Christi April 25. 

This is just a note to ask you please to call me here at 
the office as soon as possible after you return. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

(Rev.) Timothy J. Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 

RCALA 00864 7 
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REDACTED 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

April 12, 1991 

REDACTED 

Dear REDACTED 

1531 

West Ninth 
Street 

Lo) t\ngeles 
C1liforni.1 
C)0015~1!C)4 

I apologize for not responding sooner to your letter, but I have been 
out of the office. I have reviewed it and the materials attached. 
Although you perceive the former correspondence from the Archdiocese 
not responsive, you stated "I have sought legal counsel" in your 
letter to Father Rucker dated October 26, 1990, a copy of which was 
sent to Bishop Blaire. When a complainant makes this representation, 
the usual channel is to have legal counsel of the Archdiocese 
communicate directly with the legal counsel of the complainant. 

It appears though from your December 1B, 1990 letter to Bishop Blaire 
that you are not represented by counsel. You referenced that a 
Dispute Resolution Process be initiated. I am aware that the 
Archdiocese of Seattle has such a process, but the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles does not. This does not mean, though, that your concerns 
cannot be addressed. 

Since Father Rucker is represented by counsel, which representation 
occurred in response to your October 26, 1990 letter, I have taken the 
liberty of sharing the contents of your letter with Mr.REDACTED so 
that a just resolution can be reached. You will be hearing soon from 
Mr. REDACTED specifically in regard to your counselling bills. 
According to the policy of the Archdiocese, a priest is individually 
responsible for these types of bills if he admits the misconduct. 
Therefore, we cannot honor your request in a prior communication that 
the Archdiocese pay these bills and then settle with Father Rucker. 
Through the Office of the Vicar of Clergy, he will be encouraged to 
accept this responsibility, if it is his, but we cannot force him to 
do so. I strongly urge you to work with Mr. REDACTED in regard to 
this aspect. 

As to an investigation, the Vicar of Clergy has met with Father Rucker 
concerning your complaint. I was not present at the meeting. 
Although you will perceive this as a barrier, confidentiality and 
privacy issues are involved here. When a priest talks to the Vicar 
of Clergy it is always in strict confidence. An attempt was made to 
contact Father Rucker to see if he would release this confidentiality 
provision, but he is presently unavailable since he is out of the 
country. He will return April 26, 1991. 
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REDACTED 

Aprll 12~ 1991 
Page 2 

I believe in order for any reconciliation to occur between yourself 
and Father Rucker, he must be willing to enter the process. At this 
time I cannot give you any assurances one way or the other. I know 
he will be encouraged to speak with you directly if you so wish. It 
appears that this is the only way that your questions, concerns, and 
anger can be addressed by the appropriate person, Father Rucker. 
Please be assured that the Vicar of Clergy's Office and my office will 
work toward this goal. 

I wish to thank you for your letter and again I apologize for my late 
response. I again, though, urge you to work with Mr. REDACTED 
specifically in the areas of therapy bills. If you have any questions 
concerning the above, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Yours verv trulv. 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

cc: Bishop stephen E. Blaire 
Rev. Timothy over. Vicar of Clerav 
REDACTED 

Rev. Neville Rucker 
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Ar~hdlo~ese of Los Ansetes 

April 30, 1991 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

910 Marion 
Seattle, Washington 98104 

Dear Father REDACTED 

Offlroc of 1531 Lo' 1\ngeles 
Vk.u for Cler.~y We~t Ninth C~llfornl,1 
(2D) 7.~1-328~ Street QOOIS-1104 

I wanted to thank you for your help during our telephone 
conversation yesterday concerning Father Neville Rucker 
and REDACTED 

The information you gave me helped to clarify the fact 
that the counseling program with which REDACTED_ is working 
is not the official conciliation program for the Diocese of 
Seattle. 

Per our discussion, I agree that it is time for Father 
Rucker to be in contact with REDACTED _ , so that they 
can work out some form of reconciliation. I have accordingly 
spoken with Father Rucker, giving him REDACTED address 
and asking him to make contact with her directly or through 
his counsel. Father Rucker gave me every indication that 
he would cooperate. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

REDACTED imothy J • Dyer 
icar. for Clergy 

cc: Rev. Neville Rucker 
REDACTED 
f 

- -
Bishop Stephen E. Blaire 

2731 

RCALA 008650 

XVI 000044 



coRpas cbRis-ci cbaRcb 
887 Toyopa Drive • Pacific Palisades, California 90272 • (213) 454-1328 

A Catholic parish community building the Body of Christ in Pacific Palisades, California 

May 4th, 1991 

REDACTED 

Dear REDACTED 

If it is amenable to you, I would like to come up 
to Seattle and meet with you either under the auspices 
of your Diocesan Dispute Resolution Process or some 
other type of meeting of your choice. 

Hopefully this could lead to a process of healing. 
If this proposal is agreeable, I will try to arrange for 
whatever you wish. Please let me know your preference. 

As to financial considerations, obviously I am not 
wealthy (having spent 12 years as Pastor of Inner-city 
Black Parishes), but I will do my best. 

My mother left me a few shares of Putnam stock 
some years ago worth about $5,000 when she died. It 
should be worth double that amount now •. I will sell 
them and turn the proceeds over to you as soon as it is 
possible. 

Hoping to hear from you soon, I remain 

Sincerely yours in our Lord, 

fJ/). '/)/It ·/f? . ~ ! 

. : .1:1~~~~~~~~.~.-~~ 1~:~: .:~:. 
ccr Bishop Stephen E. Blaire 

(Rev.) Neville Rucker, 
Pastor Emeritus 

Rev. Timothv Dwver. Vicar of Clergy 
REDACTED 
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May 6, 1991 

REDACTED 

Archdiocese Of Los Angeles 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90015-1194 

Dear REDACTED DACTED 

Thank you for your letter of April 12th. Indeed, I have heard 
from REDACTED and will be in correspondance with him 
regarding my therapy bills. His letter to me was somewhat positive, 
if guarded, and I have some limited hope for resolution of the 
matter through him. 

Let me clarify a point. The fact that I mentioned in a letter 
that I had sought legal counsel did not mean that I was suing the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles. The very fact that I wrote to you 
myself indicated that I was not pursing legal action, but rather 
reconciliation and compensation for my therapy. If I had been 
pursuing the more formal route you would have recieved a letter from 
my attorney. I thought that the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, having 
access to competent legal advice, would recognize the difference 
between a letter from a victim and a letter from a lawyer. My fear 
is that those that I wrote to hung onto that line as a smoke screen 
to avoid dealing with me as a person. 

Indeed, I did seek legal advice. The attorney I spoke to 
encouraged me to write to you myself, to ask for what I wanted, and 
to write to Father Rucker directly, all of which I did. She felt, 
and I do too, that it is much better to pursue these painful matters 
with the intent of healing and reconciliation, especially when the 
other disputant is a priest and an Archdiocese. 

Even though I am now getting some slight movement from your 
Archdiocese, it is very discouraging to me to realize that I have 
had to work very hard, write many letters, and show consistent 
fortitude to even get this limited response. It is hard to accept 
that the Archdiocese of Los Angeles will take no responsibility to 
provide even a resolution process for me. Anything that I get, I 
will get because of my continuing efforts to get your attention. 

The stories of victims of sexual abuse by clergy make it clear 
that they suffer not only because of the abuse, but also because 
they feel betrayed by the Church that they loved and trusted. It is 
almost always for them a spiritual crisis as well as an emotional 
trauma. The is true for me as well. 
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Your Archdiocese is in a posltlon to provide a healing process 
to victims of sexaul abuse by clergy, regardless of the legal stand 
you wish to take. It is distressing to me that your whole approach 
is to leave the repsonsiblitily totally in the hands of the priest 
and his lawyer. Vhile there is certainly some value in that, there 
is a larger issue of the pastoral response of a church to the victim 
of one of its ministers. 

It seems to me that your policies are geared toward silence and 
protecting and defending your system and the one accused. You seem 
to have .no access to information regarding this man's record, his 
admission or denial, or the plans of the Archdiocese for him; once 
this charge has come from me. The alleged offender is calling the 
shots. Does the Archdiocese have a policy for handling charges such 
as these? If it does, I would certainly like to see it. 

Despite all my conplaints, I do very much appreciate the time 
that you have taken and the help that you have provided me. You 
have shown me the respect of answering the many issues I have raised 
in my letter to you. My hunch is that you have also talked with Mr. 

REDACTED and done your best to get him to work with this matter in 
a kind and appropriate way. 

It is still my intention to meet with Father Rucker and confront 
him about his abuse of me. I do not intend this to be a legal 
process, but rather a therapeutic one for me. My hope is that Fr. 
Rucker and his therapist could come to Seattle and meet with me and 
my therapist. I am glad to know that you will support this 
confrontation and, hopefully, reconciliation. 

Again, thank you for all of your help and patience in listening 
to me and helping me wend my way through this painful process. You 
are upholding my dignity, and I bless you for that. 

Sincerely, 
REDACTED 

P.S. I have heard from Father Neville Rucker since I wrote this 
letter. I will be writing Fr. Rucker soon. 

Again, thank you for your caring response. 

cc: Bishop Stephen E. Blaire 
Rev. Timothy Dwyer, Vicar of Clergy / 

REDACTED 
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cor<pas cbR.is-ci cbar<cb 
887 Toyopa Drive • Pacific Palisades, California 90272 • (213) 454-1328 

A Catholic parish community building the Body of Christ in Pacific Palisades, California 

June l, 1 oot 

REDACTED 

Dt=> ~ r REDACTED 

Sin~o l h~v"' nnt h~=>.qrn frnm vnu, I qm nre~umi.nP" 

mv n-f-fer to ~ome un to seattle anti meet with you 
unoer the ammices of your Diocesan Dispute process 
or some other kind of meeting is not amenable to you. 

Nevertheless, as promised i have sold the 

p1tnam stock my mother left me when she died. please 
find enclosed a check for $11,000 to help with your 

REDACTED 

sorry for the delay, but the certificates still 
had her name on them so the company returned them to 
me with the mnmo that a copy of her death certificate 
was required before they could be cashed. 

Finally, please be assured of a constant remem
brance in my prayers and Masses. 

Sincerely yours in Our Lord, 

~(~ qceffi+-> 

c.c. Rev. Timothy Dyer 

... (R~~:;·N~~iii~.R~~k~~:··· 
Pastor Emeritus 

REDACTED 
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June 7, 1991 

Fr. Neville Rucker 
Corpus Christi Church 
887 Toyopa Drive 
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272 

Dear Fr. Rucker, 

Thank you for your note and check. It arrived just as I was ready to write 
you. 

It has taken me until now to ~ark_ out the particulars of our meeting together. 

I ~want to meet with you for the purpose of healing, understanding and 
reconciliation. 

R.~JDA~!-~0-r. __ , _ ...... "' • and a facilitator can lead us through the process. 
I have asked for two sessions and hope that you are agreeable. 

The dates my therapist and facilitator are available are on Monday, July 22, 
1991, from 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. and on Wednesday, July 24, 1991, from 10:00 -
12:00 p.m. 

I look forward to your response and will send you directions and any other 
information you request. 

Thank you, 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

cc: Rev. Timothy Dyer ~ 
REDACTED 
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cor<pas cbr<is-cf cbaRcb 
887 Toyopa Drive • Pacific Palisades, California 90272 • (213) 454-1328 

A Catholic parish community building the Body of Christ in Pacific Palisades, California 

June 9, 1991 

REDACTED 

Dear REDACTED 

Received your letter and am glad you have 
agreed to a meeting under the auspices of TARA, 
your Archdiocesan Therapy process. 

The dates and times you have arranged 
(Monday. July 22nd from ):00 to 5:00 p.m. and 
Wednesday, July 24th from 10s00 to 12:00), are 
fine for me. All I need now are the directions 
to the place where the sessions are to be held. 

I will be praying this week on Retreat back 
at the Seminary that they will be fruitful. 

Sincerely yours in Our Lord, 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
(Rev.) Neville Rucker, 

c.c. Rev. Timothy Dyer 
REDACTED 

Pastor Emeritus 
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CORPV.fi CH~Tl CHVRCH 
P. 0. eox 887 

PACIFIC PALISADES, CALIF. 90272 
Jear REDACTED 

Just a r.ote to let you know the results of a three-day 
meeting with REDACTED under the auspices of the 
Seattle Archdiocese Therapy & f{econciliation Unit. 'rhe 
enclosed letter speaks for itself, but the fact I agreed 
to a pay:nent of :~55, 000.00 for 'l'herapy and sick leave 
probably has helped toward the healing and reconciliation. 
Please remember us i~ your prayers. 

P.s. The meetings themselves 
were pretty grim. ~ am glad 
it is over. 

?raternally, 

~t«~ 

RCALA 008657 

XVI 000051 



e CORP['.fii CHRISTl CBl7RC-
P. o. eox 887 

Dear T ila, PACIFIC PALISADEs, cALIF. 90272 

Just wanted you to know the results of my three-day 
meeting with ~~Q.~CJED - _ under the auspices of TARA, 
the Seattle Archdiocese Therapy Unit. 

The meetings were pretty grim, much confrontation on 
her part (which seemed to me to be egged on the her 
Therapist and the Nun Facilitator). ::Iaybe it helped for 
her to express her feelings so strongl¥• Probably it 
also helped that I signed a "Compensatlon Agreement" 
afterwards for REDACTED REDACTED - REDAcTED 

RE:_Q,t>.C~ED I am glad the meetings are over. 
Please pray for both of us. 
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cor<pas cbr<ist:i cbaRcb 

August 6, 1991 

REDACTED 

Dear REDA~TED 

As you can see from the enclosed documents, 
you must have been praying for me (as I have for 
you). REDACTED the last white widow to move 
away from-my all-black parish of st. Agatha, was 
a very good woman. She had three delicate eye 
operations and on each occasion, I said Mass for 
her in her hospital room. 

Later as she became incapacitated because of 
age and went to be cared for by her sister, I 
drGve all the way to orange County twice to say a 
Home Mass for her, She had always said she was 
going to do something for me, but I had no clue. 
These two cD•s were the result. ($15,000} 

I plan to cash in my small insurance policy 
and to borrow the rest (repaying the loan with my 
monthly Chancery check)• Hopefully you will 
receive the balance by September 1st, If not, it 
will be there shortly afterwards. 

As per Sister• s advice; I have s·igned up for 
a three day SeKuality-Spiritualty Conference in 
Mid-September which I am sure will be profitable. 

cc. Rev. Tim Dyer 
REDACTED 

s?;;;&~ ..... , ...................... . 
(Rev.) Neville Rucker 

P.o. sox 887 

PACI,..IC PALISAOE$, CALIFORNIA 110272 

RECTORY: 887 TOYOPA DRIVE 

12131 4!54-1329 
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REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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September 26, 1991 

Dear·Fr. Rucker, 

Thank you for the past payments. I am very appreciative of your efforts to 
meet the financial agreement. I perceive the recompense as a concrete symbol 
of your continued desire to say you are sorry. 

Though I continue to struggle with the effects of the abuse and the anger 
which surfaces from time to time, I do forgive you. It is my hope that in the 
words " I forgive you," there is freedom for you and freedom for me to journey 
forward without the additional weight of withholding forgiveness or not 
receiving forgiveness. 

I know the words "I forgive you" w.i 11 not d i sso 1 ve my anger nor take my pain 
or challenge away. But I can move on now and so can you with more freedom, 
ease and grace than ever before. 

Than'k you for coming to Seattle, saying "I'm sorry," sharing your story and 
compensating me for my therapy and pain. These expressions are received by me 
with gratitude. 

May you know freedom and be graced in ways yet unknown to you. 

With appreciation, 
REDACTED 

2715 

RCALA 008662 

XVI 000056 
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CLERGY DATABASE 

Last:Rucker Title:Rev. First: Neville Middle: 

color Blue 
04/03/65 The principal at St. Anthony School in El Segundo received an anonymo· 
letter from a mother claiming that she had seen Father touched both of her 
daughters inappropriately. 07/13/65 REDACTED Principal of the 
school, informed REDACTEDREDACTED ~EDACTED that imprudent 
relations on the part of Father with school girls ranging from 2nd grade to at: 
grade. 05/05/67 Cardinal Manning met with Father as a result of having receive· 
information regarding his inappropriate behavior with school girls. He was mov 
from the parish. 07/01/79 Appointed Pastor of Corpus Christi. 08/01/87 Retired 
Pastor Emeritus 06/27/89 Excerpts from Msgr. Curry's memo to Ab. Mahony: A wom 
named R~DACTED left a message on Sister REDACTED phone over 
the weekend saying that she had a serious accusation to make regarding a pries 
She met with REDACTED~EDACTED. She is a 31 year-old woman, and she claims to have 
been abused by Father while he was stationed in St. Anthony. The year is not 
clear, but she appears to be talking about 1965-1967. She says that at the tim 
of the incident supposedly happened, Father and her mother met with someone fr 
the Chancerv and as a result he was removed from the parish. 11/07/89 Msgrs. 
Curry and REDACTED met with Father. He claimed that he does not remember her. 
04/24/90 A woman named REDACTED called to say that she had met a friend from 
school days who said she had been abused by Father. This reminded REDAcr~o that s 
had been abused together with three others. She told Msgr. Curry that the name 
of four girls were on the police report. No one came to the families at that 
time. Her mother did not believe her. 10/26/90 Another victim surfaced: REDAcTED 

REDA~TED • She says she was abused in 1947 while she was a student in St. 
Alphonsus Church. 07/22/91 Under the auspices of the Ad. of Seattle, Father me 
with REDACTED. The meetings were grim, much confrontation on her part. Father said 
he was tormented for many years because of his abusive actions towards her. 
Therefore, he will receive therapy for healing himself. 07/22/91 Father signed 
Compensation Agreement for $55, 3 7 0 to compensate REDACTED for past, present, and 
future therapy costs. 09/01/91 He reimbursed her in full. 10/21/91 Excerpts fr 
Sr. REDACTED (she is the psychologist where REDACTE~ has been going for treatment) 
letter to Msgr Dyer: At the end of the sessions, after REDAcTED and her therapist 
had left the room, Father said to her: "God called me into the priesthood and 
God does not make mistakes; therefore, all of this happened as part of God's 
plan for REDA~TED salvation." It is clear to me that Father has insulated himsell 
against actually feeling responsible for his actions. By definition, he is an 
"untreated sex offender." We rarely see a sex offender with only one victim. 
That reality concerns me. 11/07/91 Msgr. Dyer's response: I will respond 
favorably to Father's request for therapy. 
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REDACTED EYES ONLY Father Dyer - Rucker Resume: -----· 
The three women are REDACTED 

The legal involvement at this points involves REDACTED 
in Washington (Archdiocese of Seattle) • 

First incidents in C file date back to spring/summer 1965 

who lives 

at St. Anthony's, El Segundo. Fr. Rucker was Administrator. File 
contains notes from Sister Superior at the school, anonymous letter 
from "a mother" and scraps of paper including the name of what looks 
like a policeman. Nothing more until June 1989. 

REDACTED -Claims abused by R. at El Segundo around 1965-67. 
Feelings surfaced during current treatment for alcohol abuse. REDACTED 
confronted R. personally and he denied incident. Told her he was not 
around school children now (she had indicated he shouldn't be allowed 

RCALA 008664 

to be) , but principal of Corpus Christi School said he did visit children. 
REDACTED says at time of alleged incident R. was removed from El Segundo. 
Fr. REDACTED~ assessed incident as "inappropriate touching." TC indicates 
REDACTED "not too stable". She feels her mother turned against her 
over/after(?) the incident and she lost her mother's lvoe. Obsessed 
with idea tht Church has covered up. Has emotional, financial, marital 
problems. Wants vindication and assurance R. will not be near kids. 
Meeting with TC/R/REDACTED.: R. concerned that was was casual to him was 
devastating to REDACTED . Upshot on this REDACTED back in therapy 2x a week 
@ $60 and bills going toR., who said he could afford this for only a year. 
That was April 1990 so THE YEAR IS ABOUT UP. 

~REDACTED 

REDACTED.- Surfaced about April 1990. Said she met "friend from 
school day's who said she has been abused by R. This reminded REDACTED 
she and 3 others had been abused at El Segundo. Wants R. retired. 
Wants to know what happened to him? Says she is disturbed to point where 
she needs counseling. Says there was a police report naming 4 girls. 
Thinks there was some Church/city (I would read that as Church/police) 
involvement (I would think sdm! meant collusion). SHE IS NOW REDACTED. She 
is paying for counseling. TC told her he had talked to R. and R. did 
not remember her name. She was angry he had done that and asked what 
would happen if R. "came after her." TC assured her that would not 
happen. His notes say "We left it by REDACTED saying that I knew 
how she felt about the matter." No further info on this one. 

NEXT PAGE FOR CURRENT 
ACTIVITY 

REDACTED 
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REDACTED 

Writes to R. 10/26/90: "After attending a workshop in March 1990 
on sexual misconduct of professional ministers given by Archdiocese 
of Seattle .•• a deep wound and scar surfaced in me for which you are 
responsible." This involves R. at St. Alphonsus in 1947! He was 
Associate there. Fingers in vagina 15 minutes. She never told anyone 
--too ashamed. Blames subsequent "lack of ease in my physical 
relationships" on this, said lack has her currently in therapy. 
Asks reimbursement for all past, present, future therapy. Names 
a figure: $47,400. Says she has sought legal counsel and written 
Bishop Blaire but ends with "Hopefully your pastoral resposne 
will forego any need to pursue legal system." Also letter from 
her therapist included stated a direct relationship between her 
psychological problems and the "molest" by R. (R. contacts lawyer 

REDACTED REDACTED ; writes to REDACTED that R. 's conduct 
barred by statute of limitations as it took place 43 years ago. 
TC writes REDACTED "You mention you have sought legal counsel and 
I also understand Mr. REDACTED has been in contact with you. 
Since the matter appears to be in the hands of legal counsel it does 
not seem appropriate for me to be invovled at this time." 

December 1990: TC "believes REDACTED now claiming she did not intend 
to involve a lawyer." TC also states in memo to AB that the women 
involved do not know each other. [TC: I do not know how this was 
determined. It seemed to me REDACTED _ may have known each 
other. Who was the woman REDACTED met? Think this is probably 
ireelevant.] 

Decision by TC (and REDACTED) therapy fro R. at this age with no further 
incidents for 25 years as far as we know not best route. Rather, hold 
him responsible for any women who come for damages. 

March 1991: REDACTED writes REDACTED as legal counsel for A.D.: 
"no response from-A-RchdTocese to my accusation ..• R., Blaire, Curry 
have chosen silence ... I am angered .•• no search or concern for justice 
or truth .•. read my letter of October 26 toR. and letter from my 

RCALA 008665 

therapist ..• not looking for sensation or opportunity to exposeR or 
Archdiocese •.. want action and answers to: (1) Has there been investigation 
of my case and if R. has been evaluated? If not, why not? If yes, what 
conclusions?" (2) Matter of justice that R. pay for past, present, future 
counseling for her. Can someone engage in dailogue with her about this? 
(3) reconciliation with R. and Church is important to her. Can he and 
Church officers enter into dialogue with her? If not, why not? 
Sent copy to Chancellor Archdiocese of Seattle. 

April 12, 1991: REDACTED replied to REDACTED - Precis: Archdiocese 
not unresponsive .. when complainant seeks legal counsel we communicate 
by counsel •• appears you are not represented by counsel and want Dispute 
Resolution Process. L.A. Archdiocese does not have this Process as 
Seattle does. This does not mean your concerns cannot be addressed. 
I have shared your letter with REDACTED .• you will be hearing from 
him soon specifically in regard to counseling bills. Priest is individually 
responsible for these types of bills if he admits the misconduct. We will 
encourage R to accept responsibility if it is his but cannot force him to. 
Urge you work with REDACTED in this regard. As to investigation, R. 
was spoken to. Confidentiality prevails. We will see if R. will agree 
to waive Confidentiality when he returns April 26. We will encourage 
him to speak direclty with you if you wish. [It is a full answer to her 
letter to REDACTED Copies to Blaire, Dyer, REDACTED 
and Rucker. 
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PASTORAL LIFE SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

Rev. Timothy Dyer 
~lisar of Clcrgn_{ 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
1531 Hest Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90115-1194 

Dear Fr. Dyer, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF SEATTLE 
910 MARION STREET 

SEATTLE. WASHINGTON 98104 

January 2, 1992 

Six ~onths have passed since I met with Fr. Neville Rucker on July 24, 
1991. Since that time Fr. Rucker has paid me REDACTED 

- __ , ---~-, -----~~'"' I'm grateful for the REDACTED .......... ._ . .__, -------
recompense and the effort Fr. Rucker made to come to Washington and 
meet with me. 

When I began this process in Spring of 1990, I felt little support from 
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, but as time moved on and I continued to 
present the truth and you became the new Vicar of Clergy, things 
changed somewhat. I really don't know all the variables that changed, 
but I wanted you to know that the change in attitude I sensed had a 
positive effect on me and my perception of the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles. 

The Seattle Archdiocese has extensive resources for helping individuals 
who have been abused by priests. Some of these resources are costly 
(as in therapy), some are free and readily available to anyone in need. 
Because of my position as REDACTED 
RE~ACTED for the Archdiocese of Seattle, I knew of and could taKe 
advantage of these resources in approaching your Archdiocese. It 
certainly required all the help and support I could get to continue to 
write after being turned down at least three times iri the early months 
ot this journey. 

Enclosed is a book produced by the Seattle Archdiocese on professional 
ethics dealing with sexual misconduct by clergy and ministers. It is 
one example of the kind of work that can be done in this area, in which 
the Church is open and n~n-defensive about its responsibilites. 
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Additionally, the experience here is that over the years that we have 
worked with this problem, with the legal claims and with the need for 
education, we have found such a program both cost effective and 
compassionate. The Archdiocesan policy in cases of sexual misconduct 
found in the back of the booklet may be helpful, also. Can you please 
return this booklet after you have had time to review it. If you 
want any help in developing a plan for your diocese, I'm certain some 
of the persons involved in this project could become resources. 

Thank you Fr. Dyer for the efforts you made to assist me as I journey 
toward healing. 

May the new year be kind to you. 

Sincerely, 
REDACTED 

RCALA 008667 
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A"hdlocese of Los Anseles 

January 16, 1992 

REDACTED 

Office of 
VIcar for Clergy 
(213) 1.51-3284 

Pastoral Life Services Department 
Archdiocese of seattle 
910 Marion Street 
Seattle, Washington 98104 

Dear REDACTED 

1531 
West Ninth 
Street 

Los Angeles 
Ullfomla 
90015-n94 

Thank you for your letter of January 2, 1992. I am pleased to hear 
that the response by Father Rucker has had positive effects for you 
and has helped to restore faith in the Church, as well as in this 
Archdiocese. 

I have read the manual you sent me, and I appreciate your 
thoughtfulness in doing so. I respected the instruction inside, 
which said that the materials were not to be duplicated. I would 
be grateful to you, however, if you could put me in touch with the 
director of this Center and perhaps speak to them yourself in order 
to introduce me to him or her. 

I would request at that point a copy of the manual for my Office as 
well as further information_about the workshops described therein. 

Again, I offer my thanks and extend my prayers for continued and 
complete healing. 

In Christ, 

(Rev. Msgr.) Timothy J. Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 

REDACTED 
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April 15, 2002 

Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2241 

Dear Cardinal Mahony: 

I am writing about serious concerns I have about a priest who's been involved in prior 
sexual misconduct who is still ministering in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. I wouid 
appreciate an investigation of this situation & replying to my concerns about a priest 
who I believe should not be representing the Catholic Church. 

Fr. Neville Rucker, currently working out of a parish in Pacific Palisades, was assigned as 
Pastor of St. Anthony's in El Segundo during the mid 60's. The young girls in the school 
who were maturing into young ladies, soon learned to wrap their sweaters tightly 
around themselves to try to discourage Fr. Rucker from fondling their breasts. The 
younger girls would find his hands going up their skirts and playing with their 
underwear. This was a time when priest's were considered saints, at least to the 
children of St. Anthony's and no one wanted to say anything for fear of God's 
retribution. So, we endured this abuse until one day, the School Secretary became 
aware of what was going on. Within 24 hours, Fr. Rucker disappeared from St. 
Anthony's. 

On a recent RE_DACTED I was shocked to find the same Fr. Rucker representing the 
Church & diocese as an onboard chaplain. I discovered that Fr. Rucker was in charge of 
assigning Los Angeles diocese priest on at least two cruise lines. You can imagine my 
disbelief to see this child-molesting priest from the 60s still ministering ... particularly on 
ships that included children. After returning from the cruise, still shocked and 
tormented hy seeing this man, I knew I had to do something. I reported it toREDACTED 

REDACTED and when their management confronted Fr. Rucker, he admitted to having been 
the subject of a lawsuit settlement concerning molestation charges. As a result1REDACTED 

REDACTED informed Fr. Rucker that he no longer would be allowed to minister onboard 
their ships. He said he understood. 

I felt good about protecting other vulnerable girls from his potential inappropriate 
behavior until recently. I remember talking to Fr. Rucker after disembarking the ship 
while passengers were waiting for transfers to the airport. This is when he told me 
about his job with the diocese. He further claimed to have been on so many REDACTED 
Cruises in the same capacity that he stopped counting after 50 voyages. 

I have been in the travel industry for almost 20 years and have arranged for hundreds 
of families to travel on REDACTED including my own family. I became angry all over again 
at the thought that the archdiocese was allowing Fr. Rucker to continue in his plum 

2685 

RCALA 008671 

XVI 000065 



assignment...while being exposed to hundreds of children confined onboard cruise ships! 
I am requesting that you investigate the facts of this case as I believe Fr. Neville Rucker 
should not be representing the Catholic Church as a priest in any capacity ... particularly 
one that would put him into a position of dealing with children ... anywhere. 

I am not interested in taking this public and would ask that you keep this confidential. 
My parents put their five children's Catholic education as the top priority in their lives, 
even though they could not afford it. My mother and I both prepared dinner for two 
different convents to help pay for the schooling. I do not want them to feel that their 
sacrifices were in vain. However, I also ask for it to be taken seriously and appropriate 
action should be taken. I look forward to hearing the results of your investigation and 
the action being taken to rectify this inequity and potential hazard to God's children. 

Sincerelv. 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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Archdiocese of los Angeles 

Reverend Neville Rucker 
Corpus Christi Parish 
887 Toyopa Drive 
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272-5021 

Dear Father Rucker: 

Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(213) 637-7284 

April 23, 2002 

Personal and Confidential 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

~ 1~ 
-----~ 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-22At 

I appreciate our conversation earlier today, and the gracious manner in which you accepted the 
need for the steps that I described to you. This letter is to briefly summarize our conversation. 

In your continuing retirement, you will be moving to a residence in 
possible. Please inform me of the day of your move. 

••••assoonas 

You are not to engage in any further public ministry, even simply concelebrating at services, 
without the express authorization of the Archbishop or Vicar for Clergy. You are free and 

of course, to celebrate Mass privately in your room. You also may concelebrate the 
but otherwise are not to engage in any form of priestly ministry. This 

includes a prohibition of any ministry outside of the Archdiocese. 

REDACTED 

I will inform Sister ________ and the priest chaplain at Nazareth House of the restrictions placed on 
you, and that you should have no contact with minors that might visit the institution unless they 
are your own blood relatives. 

Please know that you are in my prayers. Feel free to contact me if I can be of any service to you. 
May God bless you. 

Your brother in Christ 

LC.r2. 
Mon · o Craig A. Cox. J.C.~· 
Vi ar Clergy 
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Arc.hdlocese of los Angeles 

REDACTED 

Dear REDACTED 

Office of 
Viur for Clergy 
(213) 637· 7284 

April 23, 2002 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

~OPY 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010·2.241 

Cardinal Mahony has asked me to reply to your letter of April 15, 2002, concerning Father 
Neville Rucker. I thank you for bringing his situation to our attention and informing us of your 
concerns. 

We had already reevaluated Father Rucker's circumstances. This is to let you know that he has 
been removed from all assignments, and specifically has been prohibited from ever serving as a 
cruise chaplain. He has been directed to have no contact with minors, other than his own blood 
relatives, and is in a living situation where he is monitored to assure that this is the case. 

Again, thank you for writing. May God bless you. 

Sincerely yours, 

(J' f' ¥· 0 ' 
L--~~"" . ' 

Craig A. Cox, J.C.D. 
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REDACTED 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 
-

Chairperson of the Clergy :Misconduct 
Oversight Board · 

CC: Cardinal Roger Mahony 
Los Angeles Archdiocese 

RE: VICTIMS OF CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE 
OFFENDING PARTY: FATHER RUCKER 

Dear REDACTED 

REDACTED 

My name is REDACTED and I am representing a group of women who were 
sexually molested by Father Rucker in the early 1970's at St Agatha Parish. I have been 
practicing law in Echo Park since 1972 and I am the founder of the Working Peoples Law 
Center. Over the years I have been on the court appointed Juvenile panel at Eastlake as well 
as having been the attorney ofrecord ofhundreds of criminal cases. I mention this because I am 
sure I have appeared in front of you in the past. 

About a month ago I received a call from a former client who was emotionally 
distraught She said she had seen a picture of Father Rucker in an article on child sexual 
abuse in the Los Angeles Times. In the article, Father Rucker was named as the priest that 
molested a young _girl. in a South Bay parish during the late 1960's. When my client saw his 
picture, the sexual abuse she had suffered in the early 1970's came flashing back to her. 

I met with this woman and now have met with her older and _younger sister as well. 
There is also another woman who has contacted me and described the sexual abuse she 
suffered at the hands of Father Rucker while they were at St Agatha Parish school in the 
early to mid 1970's. These four women are only now dealing with the terrible abuse they 
suffered at the hands ofF ather Rucker . 

. -.--What is disturbing to these now mature women, is that officials of the 
Catholic Church knew as early as the late 1960's that Father Rucker was a sexual predator 
of young girls. The mother of a young girl in a South Bay Parish actually filed a police 
report with the El Segundo Police Department accusing Father Rucker of sexually molesting her 
young daughter. The hierarchy of the Catholic Church then met with the mother and 

RCALA 008675 

XVI 000069 



period of time Father Rucker was transferred to St. Agatha parish. The church 
never informed anyone at St. Agatha that Father Rucker was being transferred to their Parish 
because he had been molesting young girls at his prior Parish. After arriving at St. Agatha, 
Father Rucker was again molesting young girls. At this point, I know of at least four young 
girls Father Rucker molested and according to these woman they are sure there are many 
more victims that have not come forward up to now. 

The women and the family members that have recently contacted me are nqw going 
through terrible emotional times. Many of them are having to deal with their suppressed 
memories of these awful events for the first time. They have all agreed that I should write this 
letter to.your committee as a first stage oftheir healing process. Their moods 
shift from anger to depression back to anger. I am hopeful that your committee's responses to 
their demands listed below will begin their healing process. 

First, they would like the Church to publish all the Parishes in which Father Rucker 
was located from the 1960's until his current retirement. They would like to know his 
assignments and if there were any reported cases of molestation at his various Parish 
assignments. 

Second, they would like an apology and explanation of how the church could allow 
Father Rucker to continue to be a priest after his molestation of a young girl in the late 
1960's. They would like to know who made the decisions and on what basis was the decision 
made to move FatherRucker from one parish to another after it was discovered that he had 
molested a young girl in the late 1960's. 

Third, all of the women would like a face to face meeting with Father Rucker so that 
they can confront their demons. They would hope he would apologize for the emotional 
pain he has caused in their lives. 

. . 
Fourth, they would like the church to intervene and pay their therapy costs for as long 

as it takes to restore their mental health. 

Fifth, they would like a public statement by the Archbishop stating that not only will be 
have a policy of zero tolerance in this Archdiocese but he will defrock any priest that is found 
to have molested children. Also, that the Archdiocese will actively cooperate with the 
police department and district attorney to criminally prosecute the perpetrators of these 
atrocious crimes against young children. 

Sixth, these women want to be financially compensated for the pain and suffering 
that has been part of their lives since they were molested as young children. I am happy 
to say this was the last of..their demands but it is also a critical demand to help them become 
whole-both emotionally and financially. 

This letter is being written with the spirit that a new day is upon us. It is written with 
the hope that everyone wants to work towards the day when these victims of sexual abuse will be 
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able to live a normal life. 

These woman are not seeking revenge. They will work as long as it takes to achieve 
justice. 

Thank you for your kind attention to this letter and I hope to hear from you in the 
near future. 

Sincerely yours, 
REDACTED 

:-- .. ·. 
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SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE REPORT A Case Identification 
To be completed by Investigating CPA 

To be Completed by Reporting Party Vic:tlm Name: IL/ /) rn e..l"? 

8. Victim 

Report NoJCase Name: ,/!? ~ • .,c • 
Date of Report /\. ~ 

I ADDRESS 

DATE OF REPORT BIRTHDATE SEX RACE 

C. Call 
OFFICIAL C""IT Al'T!::I'\ PHONE 
Detective REDACTED REDACTED 

--------------~--~--------------------------------------~ 

DATE/riME 

D. Other Parties I NAME (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE) ADDRESS 

I PRESENT LOCATION OF 

I NAME OF CHURCH OR SCHOOL 

I ADDRESS AT TIME OF INCIDENT 

DATE!TIME OF INCIDENT PLACE OF INCIDENT (Check One) Ocamed 

I TYPE OF SEXUAL ABU$12 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION: 

F. Perpetrator lnfonnation 

Signed ______________________________________ ___ 
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SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE REPORT 

To be Completed by Reporting Party 

B. Victim I NAME!TITLEREDACTED 

I ADDRESS 

A. Case Identification 
To be completed by •~--~~.:-~.:~- rnA 

REDACTED 
Victim Name: -

RCALA 008680 

~ /tJ?? 

Report NoJCase Name: -:=-------
Date of Report pI;. (Ike_ y 

-----------------------------------.------___,.---.-----------, 
REDACTED 

C. Call 
OFFICIAL C()IJT Af'il=n 
Detective REDACTED 

D. Other Parties I NAME (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE) 

I PRESENT LOCATION OF 

DATE OF REPORT 

REDACTED 
PHONE 

REDACTED 

ADDRESS 

I NAMEOFCHURCHORSCHO~' £4~ 
I ADDRESS AT TIME OF INCIDENT 

PLACE OF INCIDENT 

(J 

F. Perpetrator lnfbnnation / 

BIRTHDATE SEX 

F 

/ DATE!riME 

(i 

(Check One) Occurred 

~gned ____________________ _ 

RACE 
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May 19,2002 

Archdiocese ofLos Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Blvd 

REDACTED 

Los Angeles, CA 90010-2241 
mediarelations@la-archdiocese.org 

Dear Cardinal Mahoney, 

I 

I am writing in response to an article recently printed in the Los Angeles Times regarding 
G. Neville Rucker. · · 

I vias a student at St. Anthony's in Ef Se~do ·California from 1957 to 1965. That's first 
grade until the middle ofeighth "grade. My sister, who is four years younger than me 
started at St Anthony's in 1962. 

She and I were both molested by then Fr. Rucker. I can go into details if necessary, but 
prefer not to. These are clear and vivid memories. During the time that this happened, I 
spoke out about it at school; I spoke out about it at home .. The nuns I spoke to told me I 
was evil and possessed by the devil, this to a 5th grader, and that I better not speak out 
about it. My parents were afraid of embarrassing the church. There was one girl whose 
mother did speak out openly, the girl's name wasREDACTED [still remember her 
name after all these years because I wish my parents had stood up for me. Mrs. 

REDACTED came ·down to the school and put an end toREDA:TEo being called up to the 
rectory to "stuff envelopes" she also removed her from the schooL We all lived in dread 
of being called to the rectory (interrupting class time) to "stuff envelopes", as I got older, 
I refused to go and then had to suffer the ridicule of the nuns. The most devastating 
memory of Fr. Rucker is ofliim fondling by sister's private parts while she bent over to 
take the mail out of a mailbox at the rectory. I remember clearly she was wearing her 
blue plaid uniform skirt, she was in second grade, and her skirt was short because she had 
gotten a little pudgy. Titis was the most upsetting for me becaU.se I always felt for myself 
I could just suffer and bear it, and if it got too bad I was big enough I could hit him, but 
my sister was so small she didn't know bow to fight back. 

. . . . . . . . 
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Page 2 of2 

I have never formally complained about this situation other than during the years that it 
happened. My sister and I, as children, always assumed when Fr. Rucker was sent away 
from St.Anthony's that he was sent to some place where they would watch hirn7 As 
adults, we assumed he was probably dead. I 

The reason I am coming forward at this time is to support the person that is referred to as 
the alleged victim. And to make sure G. Neville Rucker is held accountable. He is guilty 
of child molestation. He did do these things to my sister and me, and unless he comes 
forward and admits his guilt, I feel I will need to go further. If you wish, I will send you 
the names of my fellow students. The 5th grade teacher at that time was the only lay 
teacher~ her name is l\1rs.REDACTED and she is still a parishioner of St. Anthony's in El 
Segundo. My parents are also still parishioners ofSt. Anthony's and still live in El 
Segundo, they are quite elderly, and I hope no pressure will be put on them. 

I do want to hear from you. Please contact me. 

~-. _____ , __ 
REDACTED 
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SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE REPORT 

To be Completed by Reporting Party 

B. Victim 

: NAME/TITLE 

ADDRESS 

PHONE DATEOFREPORT 
9 

!<fr-
( ) 

5" ~~() /k._dL ;., 

C. Call 
OFFICIAL CONTACTED PHONE 

.._D_et_ec_ti_ve-'----Ba_rr_a_cl_ou...:g,_h _______ REDACTED 

D. Other Parties I NAME {LAST. FIRST. MIDDLE) ,. ADDRESS 

I PRESENT LDCA TION OF 

I NAME OF CHURCH OR SCHOOL 

I ADDRESS ATTIME OF INCIDENT 

DATEITIMEOF INCIDENT 

TYPE OF SEXUAL ABUSE: 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION: 

F. Perpetrator lnfonnation 

A. Case Identification 
To be completed by Investigating CPA 

Victim Name: .-..S::~n...:::::t:J...~';tCJ.~~~:..::::::<~ 

Report NoJCase Name: ----"'------
Date of Report 

BIRTHDATE SEX RACE 

F 

DATE!TIME 

(Check One) Ocomed 

Signed __________________________ __ 
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5/23/2002 10:40 AM FROM: Fax St. Agatha's Catholic Church TO: 1213-637-6269 PAGE: 002 OF 002 

~t. c:7\9RthA fJArish JAmll!J 
1646 ll!)Aosf1etd az\ve.,..£0§ d\o!Jeles, C.A 90016 

REDACTED 

May23, 2002 

TO: Msar_ Craig Cox 
REDACTFn 

FROM: REDACTED 

REDACTED 

"We will be a place where all are 

welcome!" 

RE: Fr. Neville Rucker and two reports of abuse. 

May22, 2002 
Last night we had another parish forum because of the fact that another "priest who has 
been alleged to have been involved in abusive activity with minors AND has ministered here 
at St. Agatha's". 

During this process I wish to report the following: 
One of the mother's felt so guilty because her daughter had told her 30 years ago that 
Rucker abused her in the confessional on the occasion of her first confession. Neither she 
nor her daughter are planning to report this issue until they know of the process that follows 
after calling the 1-800 number. 

May 23,2002 
Another incident to report: 

This morning, a reporter called me from the LOS ANGELES TIMES stating that a woman 
has contacted him in response to being abused by Rucker. She is stating that Rucker in 
the sacristy abused her. 

I have contacted this woman for ministerial reasons. I have encour.aged her to call the ACC 
on the "800 number'' to report this abuse. Apparently, her father confronted Rucker and 
subsequently he was removed from the parish for the reasons I just mentioned. "After my 
father confronted him, we never saw him again". 

I am also scheduled to meet with this woman for ministerial reasons only this weekend_ 

1 
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5/23/2002 10:,;0 AM FROM: Fcx S' "'\gatha's Cathol!c Chur:ch ~o: 12:3-637-623" FAGZ: ,J02 r~F ur)2 

,.St. OZ\tJAthA fJArish JAmilu 
1646 ll!}Rosfie{d c'\w.,-.tos, c'\oeoles, c-. 90016 

May23, 2002 

TO: Msgr. Craig Cox 
FROM: REDACTED::DACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

"We will be a place where all are 
welcome!" 

RE: Fr. Neville Rucker and two reports of abuse. 

May22, 2002 
Last night we had another parish forum because of the fact that another "priest who has 
been alleged to have been involved in abusive activity with minors AND has ministered here 
at St. Agatha's". 

During this process I wish to report the following: 
One of the mother's felt so guilty because her daughter had told her 30 years ago that 
Rucker abused her in the confessional on the occasion of her first confession. Neither she 
nor her daughter are planning to report this issue until they know of the process that follows 
after calling the 1-800 number. 

May23, 2002 
Another incident to report: 

This morning, a reporter called me from the LOS ANGELES TIMES stating that a woman 
has contacted him in response to being abused by Rucker. She is stating that Rucker in 
the sacristy abused her. 

I have contacted this woman for ministerial reasons. I have encouraged her to call the ACC 
on the "800 number" to report this abuse. Apparently, her father confronted Rucker and 
subsequently he was removed from the parish for the reasons I just mentioned. "After my 
father confronted him, we never saw him again". 

I am also scheduled to meet with this woman for ministerial reasons only this weekend. 

1 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

REDACTED 

De~ Mrs. REDACTED 

Office of 
V.car for Clergy 
(2.13) 637-72.84 

July 16,2002 

342.4 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2.241 

Thank you very much for your letter of May 19, 2002. I regret that it·has taken me so long to 
reply. 

I am profoundly sorry for the abusive treatment you experienced at the hands of Reverend G. 
Neville Rucker at St. Anthony's. A priest has a trusted position and any form of abuse is 
intolerable. 1 also deeply regret that your complaints were not taken seriously at the time. 

It is important tb.at the truth emerge; only in that way can justice be done. As Jesus emphasized, 
it is the truth that sets us free. Thus, I am grateful for your offer to come forward at this time. 
I encourage Y<JU to contact Detective Dale Barraclough of the Los angeles Police Department at 

REDACTED · · · · He is involved in the investigation of Father Rucker. If you do not wish to 
contact him directly, would you please be so kind as to authorize me to pass on your name, 
address and phone to biro? 

While it is impossible for me to tum back 1;l;le clock and undo the past, in fidelity to Jesus who 
brought healing of spirit as well as of body, we as a Church wish to offer you the assistance of 
counseling if that would contribute to your own healing. If you believe this would be helpful to 
vou. olease either inform me with your return letter, or phone REDACTER~[)~.9TJ::P ..... , our 

REDACTED You may reach her at ~.SPA.PED 

I pray ihat the Holy Spirit's healing power will fill and strengthen you. 

cc: REDACTEREDACTED_ 

254611 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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COPY 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

REDACTED 

Dear Mrs. ~EDACTED 

Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(ZI3) 637-7284 

July 16, 2002 

34Z4 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

los Angeles 
Califomi.l 
90010-2.Z41 

Thank you very much for your letter ofMay 19, 2002. I regret that it has taken me so long to 
reply. 

I am profoundly sorry for the abusive treatment you experienced at the hands of Reverend G. 
Neville Rucker at St. Anthony's. A priest has a trusted position a~d any form of abuse is 
intolerable. I also deeply regret that your complaints were not taken seriously at the time. 

It is important that the truth emerge; only in that way can justice be done. As Jesus emphasized, 
it is the truth that sets us free. Thus, I am grateful for your offer to come forward at this time. 
1 encourage you to contact Detective Dale Barraclough of the Los angeles Police Department at 
RED~CTED He is involved in the investigation ofFather Rucker. If you do not wish to 
contact him directly, would you please be so kind as to authorize me to pass on your name, 
address and phone to him? 

"While it is impossible for me to tum back the clock and undo the past, in fidelity to Jesus who 
brought healing of spirit as well as of body, we as a Church wish to offer you the assistance of 
counseling if that would contribute to your own healing. If you believe this would be helpful to 

• • • REDACTED 
vou. please e1ther mform me w1th your return letter, or phone REDACTED our 

REDACTED . You may reach her at (RED~CTED 

I pray that the Holy Spirit's healing power will fill and strengthen you. 

REDACT~n 
cc: REDACTED 

j 
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July 17, 2002 

Archdiocese oflos Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 

REDACTED 

Los Angeles, California·90010 
Attention: Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 

Re: Our Clients: .REDACTED 

Dear Cardinal Mahony: 

Please be advised that this office has been retained to represent the interests of 
REDACTED with respect to incidents of molestation visited 

upon them by G. Neville Rucker. Any further contact with Ms. ~REDAcTEDt or Ms. REDACTED 
should be made through my office. 

YOU will recall that on May 19, 2002, both Ms. REDACTEDl and Ms. REDACTEDV.TOte 
to you detailing the incidents of sexual molestation they suffered at the hands of 'Father' 
Rucker. Their letters were written in response to the articles in the Los Angeles Times of 
May 18, 2002, wherein the child molestation charges involving Mr. Rucker were first 
made public. Unfortunately, there was absolutely no response from you or your 
representatives to their correspondence until yesterday when Ms. REDACTEDt was contacted 
by REDACTED. While MsREDACTED found the contact considerate, we are all wondering 
why it took over two months for the contact to occur. 

Ms. REDACTED and Ms .. REDACTE~ who are sisters, both attended St. Anthony's 
school in El Segundo. In the case ofMs. REDACTED. she attended from 1958 until1965, 
first grade to eighth. Ms.REDACTED attended from 1962 until1967, first grade to fifth. It 
was during the years of their attendance at this school that these women \·vere molested by 
Mr. Rucker. 

The specific acts of molestation have been described in sufficient detail by my 
clients in their respective letters to you, however, some of the statements therein bear 
repeating. For example, despite the degradation suffered personally by Ms. REDACTED she 
describes her "most devastating memory" as that of being forced to witness her younger 
sister, REDAcTED being fondled by Father Rucker as she bent over to take the mail out of the 
mail box in the rectory. Young REDACTEDfelt that while she could bear her own suffering 
and eventually protect herself from Father Rucker, her little sister was too young to 
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July 17,2002 
"ID'carctmal Mahony 

Page2 

prevent the molestation. Thus, as the older sibling, Ms. REDACTEDmust have felt partially 
responsible for the molestation of her sister. When REDACTEDlater began to vocally resist 
Father Rucker's efforts to involve her in his trips to the rectory, thus causing a public 
scene, she was rewarded by being expelled from the school, ostensibly for wearing play 
clothes on school grounds rather than the required uniform, this after school hours. 

For herself, Ms. REDACTED describes a 'game' the school children would play when 
Father Rucker came on the playground. They would all run from him screaming, "It's 
Father Rucker, run for your life!" The children had turned this awful situation into a game 
to avoid dealing with the emotional horror of being chased like a school of fish by a shark, 
all the time wondering who was going to be the next victim. 

I am certain that the emotional damage done to these children by this monster can 
never be fully understood by anyone who has not personally undergone such trauma. Both 

REDAcTED andREDACTED have received extensive counseling and therapy over the years to deal 
with the memories of these events and the resulting paths their lives took as a result of 
being forced to deal with this awful trauma at such a young age. It is beyond doubt that 
these events altered the course of their lives. For example, it cannot be mere coincidence 
that bothR"EoAcfEo and R_EDACTED have chosen to assist who are unable to protect themselves. 

REDAcTED is a kindergarten teacher while REDACTED donates much of her time at an animal 
shelter. 

Based upon my clients' representations, the abusive acts ofFatherRuckerwere 
well known to all members of the staff at this school and yet nothing was ever done about 
the situation. One of the nuns even went so far as to advise REDACTED that she was evil and 
would go to hell if she continued to spread her lies about Father Rucker. Frankly, the level 
of deception and reliance upon the power of the church to frighten parishioners into 
compliant silence in this case is astounding. Father Rucker's actions were brought to light 
by many of the parents and children at St. Anthony's and yet, according to a June 21, 
2002, article in the Times he was transferred to another school and allowed to resume his 
predatory behavior with absolutely no consequences. It was not until April of this year 
that he was finally removed by the church and then only after the other gruesome 
revelations of misconduct nationwide by priests in the church. 

REoAcTEDandREDACTED, were raised by parents who were devout members of the 
Catholic Church and who donated many hours of their time to the church in the form of 
gardening, maintenance and repair work. Their parents complete devotion to the church, 
even to this day in the case of REDACTED is a tragic testimonial to the power of 
your institution over the minds of your members and reinforces the need to distinguish 
between the message and the messenger, however difficult that may be. This is a lesson 
learned well byREDACTED who has recently returned to the fold and is a regular member of 
a local Catholic Church. 
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July 17, 2002 
Cardinal Mahony 
Page 3 

Should you wish my clients to provide further details of their experiences and the 
consequences of the same we will be willing to do so. Many ofthose were described by 

REDACTED in her conversation with REDACTED last evening. I am certain that you have 
received, or soon will receive, a full description ofthat conversation. 

At this time we are requesting that you providfREDACTED and REDACTED 

REDACTED with a letter of apology from the church accepting responsibility for this 
situation. We are also seeking damages for the mental, emotional and physical trauma 
suffered by these women as children for which your institution is responsible. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

"''[ T- ·- - ..._ ·- 1 . - - - ·--

REDACTED 

lJ 
REDACTED 

cc: REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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Good Morning, Detective, 

07/23/02 13:441)l :05/09 N0:585 
Page 1 of 1 

Last night, ad a phone conversation with REDACTED who attended St. 
Anthony's School in El Segundo from 1957 to 1962 and aneges molestation of herself and her younger sister, 
REDACTED · by Father Neville Rucker. She had written us in May but unfortunately on our part, her letter got 
buried and a written response went out yesterday. In the phone call, she asked that her name and her telephone 
number be given to you. She has a lot of information. She lives in REDACTED Her number is !REDACTED 

R-EDAETED 

REDACTED 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

REDACTED 

Dear Ms. REDACTED 

Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(Zl3) 637-7284 

August 26, 2002 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2241 

Thank you for your letter of August 20, 2002, inquiring about Father Neville Rucker. Earlier this 
year, Father Rucker was removed from all assignments and agreed to change his residence to a 
......... where he is monitored by the chaplain and director know the essence of his 
history. He has been prohibited from all public ministry. 

I am forwarding your note, originally sent to his previous residence at Corpus Christi, to him. 

There is currently a police investigation of Father Rucker. Should you wish to provide any 
information about your own experiences to the police, please contact Detective Dale Barraclough 

. at (REDACTED 

If I can assist you with additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me. May God 
bless you. 

Sincerely yours, 

/f) 'C •. (.'> (] .~ 
L~ "-f. "--j'f· 

Monsi r raig A Cox, J.C.D. , 
V" fi Clergy -' 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Reverend Neville Rucker 
Nazareth House 
3333 Manning Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 900644804 

Dear Father Rucker: 

Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(213) 637-7284 

August 27,2002 

Personal and Confidential 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010~2241 

I just received a briefletter from RED~CTEI? in Washington. She had tried to write you at 
Corpus Christi, but the note was returned to her. She indicated to me that the note is one of 
forgiveness. I promised to pass it on to you. 

Please len ow that you continue to be in my prayers. May God bless you. 

enclosure 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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REDACTED 

· October 12, 2002 

His Eminence Cardinal RogerM. Mahoney 
ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
3424 Wilshire Blvd. 

· Los Angeles, CA 90010-2241 

Your Eminence: 

·':; 

y 

I am writing this letter on behalf ofFr. George N. Rucker. You were kind enough to 
answer my last letter several years ago. As you know Fr. Rucker was arrested last 
month, bail is set at $1,000,000, you would think he was a serial killer, he has been 
humiliated, been put on TV and in the LA Times, and relentlessly pursued. This 
poor man is 82 years old, in failing health and in a wheelchair. We are hoping he 
can endure the further humiliation and stress of a trial. 

I knew Fr. Rucker as a student at St. Alphonsus Elementary School in Los Angeles. 
He was in residence there with another priest Fr: REDACTED , the year was 1946. He 
was always kind and respectful to me and·my fellow students,·we were between 10 
and 12 years old at the time. These alleged charges date back to 1947. I recall no 
improper conduct at all and this is something I would remember. When I worked at 
the Archdiocese in 1987 as a secretary, I remember calling Fr. Rucker he was kind. 
Is. there no mercy or forgiveness for this elderly man in a wheelchair. These alleged 
charges are over 26 years old. Even Jesus said "though your sins be as scarlet I will 
make them white as snow!" Could you provide me with a little information? 
Where can I visit Fr. Rucker (this is one of my ministries in the Church), where can 
I call or write him? If he is incarcerated I would still like to visit him. Please help 
me if you can. 

REDACTED 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

REDACTED 

Dear Ms. REDACTED 

Office of 
the Archbishop 
(213)637-7288 

October 23, 2002 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2202 

I have received your letter of October 12, 2002, and I share with you my own prayerful concern 
for Father George Neville Rucker. 

The questions which you have asked are best responded to by Father Rucker himself. ram not 
certain what his status is at the moment since there have been various bail hearings, and I am not 
certain how you might contact him at this time. 

With every best wish, I am 

cc: Reverend Monsignor Craig Cox 

REDACTED 

254581 
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STEVE COOLEY 
District Attorney of Los Angeles County 
By: CHRISTINA V. FLE:MING 
Deputy District Attorney 
SEX CRIMES OFFICE · 
320 W. TEMPLE STREET 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90012 
(213) .974-1611 

Attorney for Plai:ntiff 

SUJ'ERIOR COURT OF TRE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
FOR TEE COUI\TTY OF LOS ANGELES 

THE PEOPLE OFTHE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
Plaintiff, 

Y. 

01 GEORGE NEVU..LE RUCKER 
Defendants(s). 

CASE NO. BA236981 

SUBPOENA DUCES TECUM 
APPLICATION FOR 

SUBPOENA DUCES TECUM 
CRIMINAL 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO: CUSTODIAN OF RECORDS, ROM..-\..'-i 
CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF LOS 1\.NGBLES, A CORPOR.A.TION SOLE (also identified as the 
ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES), located at 3424 Wilshire Boulevard, L.A., CA 90010. 

You are commanded to attend a session of the LA CRIMINAL COURT of the County ofLos A.,geles 
to be held at the Courtroom of Division 30 located at 210 W. TEM~PLE ST., ROOM 5-307, LOS 
ANGELES, CA 90012, County of Los Angeles on Janual'y 6, 2003 at 08:30a.m..., then anC:. the:-e to 
testify. as a witness in this action on the part of Plaintiff and that you then and there produce t1-)e 
documents now in your custody or under your control, described in the copy of the application fer 
subpoena duces tecum attached hereto which is incorporated here:in by refer~ce. 

You must appear at the time unkss you make a special agreement to appear another time, e•c., '.lri~: 

CHIUSTINA V. FLa.nNG: Deputy District Attomey, at phone number (213) 97 4-1611. 

Failure to appear: on the date $et fo1'th hereiu or :J.tsl1.ch 9th~tirne or upon such notice as may have 
been agreed to with the party at whose request this subpoena was issued may be punjshec as contempt· 
by this court You may also be liable for the sum offive hundred dollars and an damages to such pany 
resulting from your failure to attend. (Penal Code Section 1331, 1331.5) 

DISOBEDIENCE OF TIDS SUBPOENA MAY BE PUNISHED BY A FINE, IMPRISONMENT~ 
OR BOrn. A WARRANT MAY BE ISSUED FOR YOUR ARREST IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR. 

DATED: December 17,2002 

Rev. 811-B/9Q DA C::as~ 22693241 

Respectfully submitted, 
STEVE COOLEY 
Disn'ict Attorney 

~~7.FL~ 
Deputy District Attorney 

Page 1 CaseNo. 8A2369S1 
SUBPOENA DUCES TECUM 
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APPLICATION FOR SUBPOENA DUCES TECUM 

STAIB OF CALWORNlA, County of Los Angeles 

The undersigned states: That she is attorney of record for the People of the State of California in the 
above-titled action; _that said cause was duly set down for arraignment and p1~a on January 6, 2003 at 
08:30a.m., in Division 30 of the above-entitled Court. · 

That the Custodian of Records for the ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF LOS ANGELES has 
in his/her possession or under his/her control the fo11owing documents; 

All documents and other materials that are in the possession, custody or control of the Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles that relate in any way to allegations of child molestation or sexual 
abuse committed by George Neville Rucker . 

. The subpoen_aed documents and other materials include, but are not limited to, documents in 
the Roman Catholic Archbishop ofLo$ Angeles general archives, general fi1es, secret archives, secret 
files, sub secreto :files or archives, personnel files, confidential files, c-ffies, locked files, and 
investigative files as well as memoranda, corre~ondence, reports, evaluations, interviews, statements, 
notes, contracts, agreements, settlement agreements, confidentiality agreements, and records of 
payment relating in any way to allegations of child molestation and sexual abuse committed by George 
Neville Rucker. 

The subpoenaed documents and other mate1ials include, bu.t are not limited to, all documents !n 
hard copy paper form or stored electronically in c'?mputers; printouts of infonnation stored in · 
computers or other retention or processing systems; qomputer files; e-mail commur.ications; 
photographs; sound reproduction material in any fonn; and any other material that is typed, ~-ritter:, 
handwritten, taped, reproduced, or recorded in any manner that is related in any way to allegations of 
child mo1estation or sexual abuse committed by George Neville Rucker. 

The subpoenaed documents and other materials include, but are not limited to, all records 
pertaining to the assignment history and, if applicable, transfer of George Neville Rucker from one 
parish to another. 

The subpoenaed documents are to be provided regardless of their location v.-1thin the 
Archdiocese of Los Angel~ or within the custody or control of the Roman Catholic }..reb bishop of 
Los Angeles including, but not limited to, any administrative office, archival storage facility, parish, 
rect01y, mission, residence, or school. 

· The subpoenaed documents or materials include any "green page", "green sheet'', or "gree:~ 
card" from personnel files or other files indicating that information is on file or located elsewhere. If· 
documents or other. material have been moved outside of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, a 
declaration shall be prepared identifYing the documents or other matelia1s that were transferred, when 
the documents or other materials wete transferred, the location where· the documents and other 
materials were transferred, and who was involved with the transfer. All documentation pertaining to 
the transfer is requested. · · 

Any subpoenaed documents and other material considered to be privileged by the Rom<L1 
Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles shall be produced with a detailed statement describing the jtern 
for which a privilege is asserted, the subject matter of the item for whjch a privilege is asserted, the 
naines of all individuals appearing en the item for which a privilege is asse1ted, and the basis for the 
asserted privilege. 

That "the above documents are material to the issues involved in the case by t'eason of the following 

Rev. a1 t·8199 DA case 22693241 Page2 CaseNci. 8A~M981 
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facts: 
Christina Flem.lng, being a Deputy District Attorney for the County of Los Angeles, has been 

informed by James Brown, a sworn peace officer, as defined by Penal Code Section 830.1, that he is a 
Senior Detective ~d Supervisor of the Juvenile Division's Sexually Exp1oited Child Unit. He is 
employed by the Los Angeles Police Department and has been a police officer with the Los Angeles 
Police Department for twenty-nine years, and he is tutrently assigned to investigate allegations of 
child sexual abuse by Catholic priests. 

Detective Brown 1s the lead Investigating Officer in the case involving defendant George 
Nevil1e Rucker. In connection with his investigation of the defe~dant, he has interviewed twenty-nine 
people who allege they were molested by the defendant between the years of 1947 and 1979. :Tne 
victims reported that they were abused by the defendant when they were elemeTJtary school students. 
The abuse took place primarily at either a parir;h in El Segundo or in Los Angeles. 
· One victim informed Detective Brown that when she was a six or seven-year-old student, in 
either 1965 or 1966, the defendant fondled her vagina under her panties on several occasions. The 
victim also described several incidents of the defendant orally copulating her and one incident where 
the defendant had intercourse·\vith her on the church property. The victim told Detective Brown that 
she reported the abuse to school personnel in 1967 whe:ri she was in the second grade. Based on this 
infonnation it is believed that documentation pertaining to the report of abuse would exist and be in 

. the possession of the Roman Catholic Archbishop ofLos Angeles. 
A second Yictim reported. that she was molested by the defendant when she was a chjld.. The 

victim told Detective Brown that in 1967 she reported the abuse to her mother. The victim's mothe:
reported the abuse to the El Segundo police and also reported what the victim told her to the cl:urch. 
Shortly after the victim's mother reported the abuse to the church, the def~nda.nt was transferred ~o St. 
Teresa of Avila in Los Angeles in May, 1967. It is believed that documentation pertair~ing to t~js 
incident and the defendant's subsequent transfer exists and is in the possession of the Roman Catholic 
Archbishop ofLos Angeles; . 

In July of 1970 the defendant was transfeued from Holy Trinity in Los • .:\ngeles to S:. Agatb.a's 
in Los Angeles. In 1973 a victim reported to her parents that the defendant had been roolesti1:g he:· 
sjnce 1970 wh~n she attended St Agatha's in Los Angeles. The molestation inch:ded fondJi:1g the 
victim's bare breasts and her vagina under her panties. The victim's father reponed the abuse :c 
officials at St. Agatha's. Shortly after the Yictim's father reported the abuse to St. Agatha's offici<Ls, the 
defendant was transferred to yet another parish. It is believed that documentation per..ai:1ing to the 
incident of abuse and the circumstances surrounding the de:f~:mdant's ultimate trClllsfer exists and is ir. 
the possession of the Roman Cat:llolie Archbishop of Los Angeles. 

One victim, who all~ges that she was sexually abused by the defendant when she was a child, 
sued the defendant and received a settlement from the church. It is believed that docun:et:tation 
pertaining to the circumstances surrounding the lawsuit and the subsequent settlement of the 1aV1Suh is· 
in the possession of the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles. 

Newspaper articles written about the defendant have contained admissions by representatives 
of the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles that they were aware of the defenda&'1t's conduct. 
Accordingly, it is believed that documentation pertaining ·to the defendant's conduct is in the 
possession of the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles. Specifically, ir is believed that 
admissions by identified personnel or representatives of the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los 
Angeles that the Roman Catholi~ Archbishop of Los Angeles was aware of at least some of the 
.complaints of abuse against the defendant, would be contained in the documentation. 

The defendant was transferred a number of times to different parishes within a vel)' short 
period of time after allegations of abuse by the defendant SUlfaced (the defendant sometimes remained 
as little as eight months at a parish before he was transferred again) and it is believed that records 

Rav. 811-8199 DA Case 2269$241 · ~agg3 CaseNo. BA236981 
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documenting why the defenddnt was transferred each time exist and are in the possession of the 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angelos. It is believed that documentation of specific incidents of 
sex:o.S.l abuse served as a basis for the many transfers, because in each of the positions held by the 
defendant at the parishes be was transferred to, the defendant had day-to-day contact with children of 
elementary school age. 

The People of the State of California seek to obtain any and a11 documents that exist pertaining 
to the defendant to assist in the prosecutio111 of the current charges filed. The documents ate also 
needed· to assist in identifying any other victims of the defendant who are, as of yet, unknown to law 
enforcement. 

Executed December 17, 2002 at LOS ANGELES, California. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

c;....·~ .u.~ 
Declarant 

DECLARATION OF SERVICE 

STA 1E OF CALIFORNlA, County Of Los Angeles 
.. 

I, the:: \lildersigned state that I served the foregoing subpoena by showing the original and deli-vering a.·· 
· ·true copy thereof, together with a copy of the application in support thereof, to each of the following 

named persons: 

I declare under penalty ofp_e1jury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Declarant 
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PROFFER RE FATHER GEORGE NEVILLE RUCKER 

Date Description 
9114/20 Born. 
1946 Ordained. 
5/14/46/ Associate at Sacred Herui, Los Angeles. 
11/22/46 Associate at St. Alphonsus, Los Angeles. 
10/3/51 Associate at St. Basil, Los Angeles. 
5/10/55 Associate at Mary Star of the Sea, San Pedro. Facu1ty, Mary Star 

of the Sea High School. 
9/1159 Associate at St. Mary Magdalen, Camarillo. 
9/1/61 Sick Leave. 
11/6/62 Administrator at St. Anthony, El Segundo. 
4/3/65 Anonymous complaint from "mother" to school principal alleging 

Rucker using his hands too freely on school girls. 
7/13/65 Principal of St. Anthony reports allegations of "imprudent relations 

with school girls." 
4/13/67- Police investigate allegations of inappropriate touching over the 
4/21/67- clothes by Rucker. Police unable to corroborate allegations. Parent 

of victim refuses to file complaint and requests that no charges be 
brought. 

5/9/67 Associate at St. Teresa of Avila, Los Angeles. 
1/30/68 Associate at Holy Trinity, Los Angeles 
9/24/68·. Pastor at Holy Cross, Los Angeles 
7/1/70 Pastor at St. Agatha, Los Angeles 
7/2/79 Pastor at Corpus Christi, Pacific Palisades. 
8/1/87 Retires. Named Pastor Emeritus, Corpus Christi, Pacific Palisades. 
6/27/89 REDACTED alleges inappropriate conduct by Rucker in 1965-67. REDAcTED is 

not a current plaintiff. 
4/24/90 REDACTED alleges inappropriate conduct by Rucker with her and three 

others when she was in school (approximately 1967). REDACTED is a 
·plaintiff in this action. 

10/26/90 
REDACTED , , • REDACTED • 

alleges mappropnate conduct by Rucker m 1947. IS a 
plaintiff in this action. 

5/4/91 Ltr from Rucker to REDACTED proposing meeting. 
5/6/91 REDACTED al th d l . Ltr from . to Gener Counsel re erapy an egal actlon. 
6/3/91 Ltr from Rucker to REDACTED offering settlement. 

No date Note of Rucker that he has settled with REDACTED 

9/26/91 Ltr from REDAcTED to Rucker incl settlement documents 

1/94 REDACTED files civil lawsuit against Rucker and Archdiocese. 
10/13/94 Dismissal of Helm's complaint against Rucker. 
1/11/96 L f . d 1 G 1 c 1 d . . REDACTED etter rom retrune counse to enera ounse a v1smg on 

theories on appeal. 
6/11/96 Letter from retained counsel to Court of Appeal requesting that 

-123- 254569 

XVI 000100 



RCALA 008707 

\ 
/ 

Date Description 
be certified for. 

617/96 

4/15/02 

alleges that Rucker fondled her and her sister at St. Anthony's 
in 1962. REDAcTED is a cun·ent · 

~~~---+------
5/22/02 Unnamed woman reports that her daughter had her of 

inappropliate conduct by Rucker 30 years earlier but that she had 
not it. · 

5/23/02 Unnamed woman alleged inappropriate conduct by Rucker on an 
date .. 

·· ... 

-124- 254570 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 
Non-Mandatory Reporting Form 

Date of this report to Public Authority: 

N arne of Public Authority: 

Date of this Report to Archdiocese: 

Reported to Archdiocese by: 

Complainant N arne: 

Mailing Address: 

Telephone: 

Date of Birth: 

Alleged perpetrator: 

Reported Date oflncident(s): 

Possible witness: 

August 20, 2004 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

St. Mary Magdalene Parish, Camarillo 

1960-61 

REDACTED 

Reported Circumstances oflncident(s): "I was mosdy in Second grade and some 
third grade. It was not in my consciousness until the Anita Hill hearings on Television 
(reference to the Senate hearings). I got so upset then that I had to go to the doctor for high 
blood pressure. It w~s then that I remembered that Fr. Rucker had molested me." 

"My dad told me later that he had reported Ft. Rucker to a priest. As a kid I pitied him (Ft. 
Rucker). The only time I remember was one time when he (Rucker) knelt down and was 
feeling up my leg. There were other times!' 

"I know Fr. Rucker heard my first confession. I know that I was not the only one. I hated 
school. I have always been afraid of men. I had an eating disorder." 

Type of abuse: Sexual Abuse 

Submitted by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles: 

REDACTED 
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REDACTED 

MANDATE 

Pursuant to Canon 1481 and 1723 of the Code of Canon Law, I, FATHER 
GEORGE NEVILLE RUCKER, hereby appoint !REDACTED 

REDACTED ' 

. to act as my canonical counsel, Advocate and Procurator in all matters 
pertaining to my current clerical position in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles and to 
any investigation, process or other action of any kind involving allegations of sexual 
abuse brought against me. 

Date: March 12, 2005 

I hereby accept the above appointment as canonical counsel, Advocate and 
Procurator for Father George Neville Rucker. 

n~tP.! M~r<'h 12_ 200l:i 
REDACTED 
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REDACTED 

March 17, 05 

His Eminence, Cardinal Roger Mahony 
Archdiocese Catholic Center 
3434 Wilshire Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2202 

Your Eminence, 

I have just consulted with a Canon Lawyer. 
My mandate appointing him should have been by 
you by this time. 

Because I do not want laicization, my 
counsel has advised me not to petition or sign 
a request for it until he has the opportunity 
to review the details of this case. 

Respectfully yours, 

~11~~ 
(Rev.) Georgew~:'~ker 

REDACTED 

RCALA 008710 
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REDACTED 

His Eminence, Cardinal Roger Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
555 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles. California 90012 

Re: Father George Neville Rucker 

Your Eminence: 

March 31, 2005 

I write on behalf of Father George Rucker who has sought my canonical advice. 

The immediate issue is whether Father Rucker should voluntarily petition for 
laicization as you have requested. I have read the letter prepared for him to do so as well 
as all the investigative files of the sexual abuses of minors attributed to him. 

Father Rucker will be 85 years of age this year. He is retired and is in4111•• .. • 
... He has been out of active ministry and will never again be in public ministry, and 
he does not wish to be. Father Rucker has been a priest for 59 years. He does not wish 
laicization but wishes to end his life as a priest. I understand that the Holy See is 
reluctant to laicize elderly, retired priests such as Father Rucker. This is understandable 
because all the reasons of the public good for so doing usually no longer exist in their 
cases and canon 1341 seems to exclude the imposition of any such penalty as dismissal. 

I respectfully request, therefore, that no canonical process for his dismissal be 
initiated but that he be allowed to live out his life as a retired priest. Laicization is not 
necessary for him ''to acknowledge the reality of the situation" or ''for his spiritual 
welfare". He knows and lives with the reality of the situation.. His spiritual welfare 
would be adversely affected by laicization. It is enhanced by his living out his life 
privately as the priest. There seems to be no "gravissima causa'' now for Father Rucker to 
even request a rescript for laicization nor does there seem to be reason to inflict the 
penalty of dismissal (canon 290). 

Appreciating the difficulties these cases have presented to you and grateful for the 
reconsideration of your request, I am, with esteem and respect, 

cc: Monsignor Graig A. Cox V 
Father George Rucker 

Sinr.P.rP.lv vnnr~ 
REDACTED 
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REDACTED 

His Eminence, Cardinal Roger Mahony 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles, CA 900102241 

Your Eminence, 

J· 

June 24, 2005 
REDACTED 

So sorry to have missed your visit to~lll 
las week, as I was wanting to ask you a favor. I was at the 
Doctor's office being diagnosed with Peripheral Neurapathy, 
(damaged nerve endings.in Sprine and Legs, the result perhaps 
of the hip operations). · 

This diagnosis was made after MRI of Spine and testing 
of circulation in the legs. The technician who did the MRI 
test said the worst case scenario could be "confined to a 
wheel chair within a year". 

Last year I asked to go on the Pilgrimage to Lourdes, 
Shrine of the Cure of Ars, etc. but later was told theydid 
not put me on because you did not want me to travel. When I 
sent my application this year, I told them I would petition 
you personally. I was waiting for your visit to Nazareth 
House to do so. Hopefully, you will say O.K. now. 

I believe a Pilgrimage is a time of penitence, and 
spiritual renewal. Probably there is no priest in the diocese 
who needs spiritual renewal and physical renewal more at this 
time than I. Hopefully, I will hear from you soon as time is 
getting short. Otherwise, I will try to make tmis trip on my 
own, which is not as safe as going with our group. 

If you do not approve of me going with the group, please 
return my original $300 deposit so I can go ahead with plans 
individually as I feel I need this pilgrimage at this point of 
my life. 

Sincerely yours, 

lf@J}lp~ 
(Rev.) Neville Rucker 

C C : .REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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REDACTED 

His Eminence, Cardinal Roger Mahony 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
3424Wilshire Blvd 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2241 

Your Eminence, 

Immediately after receiving your recent letter 
(very disappointed, but obediently) I c~nceled airline 
tickets to Lourdes and Lourdes to Shrine of Our Lady 
of Montserrat in Barcelona as well as Hotel reservations 
and return trip to Los Angeles. 

But if you think I chose standi~g on bad hip for 
long waits at Security check points and long walks 
through ait~orts and being cramped in tiny air~ine 
seat over 12 hours as a pleasant vacation, you are 
highly ~istaken. If I were looking for a pleasant 
vacation, I would have chosen a cruise, not a Pilgrimage. 

However,· I· still feel the need of a Pilgrimage and 
will consult with my Spiritual Director as to whether 
a Pilgrimage to Lourdes penitential journey for healing 
of soul and possible pain relief of body would be 
profitable. 

cc:Msgr. Royale Vadakin 
Msgr. Craig Cox 

REDACTED 

YIJ!i;;(A7f?vila 
Re~~-Neville Rucker ?1 
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i\rdtdlocese of Los Angeles 

REDACTED 

Dear Father Rucker: 

Office of 
the Archbishop 
(213) 637-7288 

July 12, 2005 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2202 

I have received your letter of June 24, 2005, and I wish to reiterate that you are not to participate 
in any gathering or trips with the priests of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 

You are well aware of my mind in this matter, and of the course of action which I sincerely 
believe that you must take. 

The best way for you to live out penance at this moment is to remain at REDACTED and to 
avoid any vacations, journeys, or visits away froruREDACTED 

With every best wish, I am 

f 

HisE 
Cardin Roger Maho 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 

cc: Reverend Monsignor Royale V adakin 
Reverend Monsignor Craig CoxV 

REDACTED 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

REDACTED 

Dear Father Rucker: 

Office of 
the Archbishop 
(213) 637-7288 

July 26, 2005 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

0Jy.. 
COPY FOR YOUR 

INfORMATION 
Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2202 

I have received your recent letter, and although it is not dated, it appears to have been written in 
July of2005. 

It would seem to me, that given all of the circumstances of your situation, the most appropriate 
type of pilgrimage would be to a place such as Valyermo or to one of the other contemplative 
monasteries in the state of California. 

With every best wish, I am 

Cardinal Roger Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 

cc: Reverend Monsignor Royale Vadakin 
Reverend Monsignor Craig Cox 

eb 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: Cardinal Roger Mahony 

Re: Fr. Neville Rucker 

Date: December 1, 2005 

From: REDACTED 

On Tuesday, November 29,2005, I was at St. Mark's Parish, Venice, CA. Prior to a 
parent meeting during dinner the Pastor, Fr. REDACTED' shared that 

Fr. Neville Rucker wears his roman collar and visits people. 
I believe he was seen recently visiting at:11····· 

In his clerical attire. 

I realize this is a hearsay report but I am sure it can be verified if anything needs to be 
done for the greater good. 

Cc: Msgr. Royale Vadakin 
Vicar General 

Msgr. Craig Cox 
Vicar for Clergy 

253505 
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Office of 
Archdiocese of los Angeles the Archbishop 

DECREE 

Life of Prayer and Penance 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2202 

As the Archbishop ofLos Angeles in California, in accord with the provisions ofNorm 8 ofthe 
Essential Norms for Diocesan/Eparchial Policies Dealing with Allegations of Sexual Abuse of 
lvfinors by Priests or Deacons, in view of Article 5 of the Charter for the Protection of Children 
and Young People, and in virtue of the executive power of governance entmsted to me as 
diocesan bishop to prevent scandals and to ensure the welfare of the people of God, I hereby 
decree that Reverend George Neville Rucker is bound to live a life of prayer and penance. 

Specifically, I bind Father Rucker to the following: 

1. The obligation of spending a minimum of one halfhour each day in prayer for the 
intentions of those persons who have been harmed by sexual abuse. 

2. The prohibition from celebrating or concelebrating Mass publicly as well as from 
celebrating the other sacraments. 

3. The prohibition from wearing clerical attire privately or publicly. 

4. The prohibition from presenting himself publicly as a priest. 

5. The prohibition from traveling outside of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles without prior 
written approval from myself, one of the Vicars General or the Vicar for Clergy. 

6. The prohibition from visiting any school campus, youth playground or any other site 
where children and young people typically gather. 

7. The prohibition, within the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, from lodging in any type of 
luxury resort accommodation, and of avoiding places of dining or types of entertainment 
that give the appearance of luxury and that do not witness to a simplicity of life and the 
spirit of penitence described in the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1434-1439. 

These requirements bind under canonical obedience (c. 273) and failure to abide by them will 
subject Father Rucker to the just penalty specified in canon 1371,2°. Additionally, in the event 
of a failure to abide by these restrictions, I will forward a petition to the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith asking for an authorization to conduct a canonical trial to impose the 
penalty of dismissal from the clerical state on the basis of the delicts specified in canon 1395, §2. 

253507 
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This decree has been issued in view of the light of many allegations of sexual misconduct with 
minors that have been brought forward against Father Rucker. The mandating of a life of prayer 
and penance is, therefore, a necessary part of my episcopal ministry to protect the welfare of the 
Church. 

Given this 131
h day ofDecember in the Year of Our Lord 2005 at the Curia ofthe Archdiocese of 

Los Angeles in California. 

REDACTED 

na1Roger11.11ahonr. 
Archbishop of Los Angele 

Archdiocesan Seal 

253508 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 

FROM: Monsignor Craig A. Cox 

RE: Decree: Rev. Neville Rucker 

DATE: 13 December 2005 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Attached is the final version of the decree for Father Rucker. FatherREDACTED and I met with 
Father Rucker and his advocate today. He has agreed to abide by all of the terms of the decree. 

Would you please sign this and return it to me? I will have it notarized and communicated. 

Thank you. 

attachment 

RCALA 008719 

RE(~F.f\lF>D 

DEC ). 4 2005 

BY:_ 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Reverend Neville Rucker 
REDACTED 

Dear Father Rucker: 

Office of 

Vicar for Clergy 
1213) 637-7284 

December 15,2005 

Personal and Confidential 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2202 

Thank you for coming into the office on December 13. Enclosed, please fmd a copy of the 
d'ecree issued by Cardinal Mahony specifying the elements of the life of prayer and penance you 
are undertaking. I am also having a copy of this sent to Mr. REDAcTED as your Advocate. 

In accord with the provisions of the decree and with the verbal indication I gave you when we 
met, I have authorized yourbriefjourneywithFatherREDACTED which will take you out ofthe 
Archdiocese. 

May God bless you. 

Yours in Christ 

11' /I ;1 /) 
(___ ,' (__ __ ?' (_J---/ 

Mo---:-- ~Craig A. Cox, }~t.D. ~~~I ~ 
C\l_~car for Clergy . 

cc: Mr. REDACTED 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro· Santa Barbara 
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REDACTED 

IN RE: 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
865 SOOTH FIGUEROA STREET 
29th FLOOR 

MARCH 29.th 2006 

LOS ANGELESr CALIFORNIA 90017 

DEAR MR. REDACTED 

SIR r I AM WRITING TO y·ou AT THE ·REQUEST oF DR, REDACTED 

OF THE LOS ANGELES ARCHDIOCESE, ASSISTANCE MINISTRY OFFICE 

PE~ TEE LETTER DATED MARCH 17th 2006. I WILL RESPOND ON THAT 

PRESUMPTION FIRST, I W.ILL NOT WASTE YOUR VALUABLE TIME AS YOU 

PROBABLY BILL .I~- TEE HUNDREDS OF DOLLARS AN H01J.R. SO I'LL GET TO 

TEE POl))i~ 1 .I WAS s.EXUA.I;..LY ABUS~I? BY· O~E: .POSSIBLY 'TIWO J?RIEST r 

! DID ATTE~D SCHOOL THERE AND WAS AN ALTAR SO~~ MY PARENTS 

REDACTED AND MY SELF DID GO TO CHURCH THERE, 

THOSE.ARE UNDISPUTED FACTS WH~CH WILL CHECK OUTt 

.THE ~AMES OF THE PRIESTS ARE FATHERS RUEKER AND REDACTED AS FOR 

PARTICULAR DETAILS ABOUT ACTUAL ABUSE HAS BEEN COMING TO ME 

RCALA 008721 

·rN MEMORY FtASHES AND NIGHTMARES TH~T HAVE OCCURRED OVER 
· THtt A-M~ Tio~ ifttte tvA.::"" ..7: #"flf-5 7 f?J 1/f6'P"$ 
T-HE LAST' YEAR OR SO, I'M NOW 3 9, ANI:f':~EAR:Cl, APPROlf ." t:J/i., ff-/'~)(, 

I DON'T KNOW EXACTLY THE TIMES AND EXACT PLACES, I WAS A CHILD ,, 

AT THE TIME, SURELY YOV CAN UNDERSTAND THAT, PLEASE'BBLIEVE ME 

WHEN I TELL YOU THAT THESE TH'INGS DIO HAPPEN ';L'O ME, 

THE ONE THING I CLEA~LY. AND .VIVID~Y REMEMBER lS UNCON~ROLLED 

BOWEL MOVEMEN~~.ON MYSELF WHENEVER I WAS I~ CLOSE PROXIMITY . ·. 
TO FATHER RUEKER; THIS IS SOMETBING I'YE NOT SHARED WITH ANYONE, 

-1-
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REDACTED 

~2-

MR. REDACTED I'M .ASHAMED, EVEN TO TH'IS DAY, THESE' PRIEST 

HAVE ALTERED MY LIFE FOR}i:V.ER, ·I '·V'E: AtWA'YS BEEN CRIMINALLY 
.I • ,• 

INCLINED, ANO l BELIEVE· ;m ·IS P·ROBAB·L,Y A DIRECT RESULT· OF TE.E 

ABUSE I SUFFERED AT THE HANDS OF THESE TWO PRIEST, I CAN'T SAY 

FOR SURE, I'M NOT A SHRINK, I CAN·ONLY SURM'ISE THIS. 

SIRt I REA.t!ZE '!'HAT YOU REPRESENT TE:E CHUR.CEJ AND YOUR JOB 

IS NOT TO HELP ME: BUT I'M ASKING YOU TO DO JUST THAT: HELP ME. 

HELP ME TO GET NO WITH MY LIFE; I'M ASKING FOR ONE OF TWO 

THINGS: CAN WE SETTLE THIS ?·-OR- CAN .YOU PROVIDE THE NAME AND 

·ADDRESS OF THE PLAINTIFFS ATTORNEYS1 I REALLY DON'T WANT TO' GO 

THAT ROUTE, BUT,IF I HAVE NO OTHER CHOICE, I FEEL I MUST~ 

I r M SORE T!iA.T YOU OQt\P T CARE E'OR A 'LONG AND DRAWN OUT 

·LEGAL ACTION, EVEN THOUGH YOU· ARE A LARGE FIRM· WI~B UNLIMITED 

RESOURCES, AND I AM A SINGLE, UNREPRESENTED PLAINTIFF WHO HAS 

B~EN SEXUALLY. ABUSED BY PRIEST AS A KID, 

YOU HAVE THE POWER'TO EITHBR SQUASH ME OR TO HELP, 

I AM ASKING YOU FOR YOUR HELP 1 SIR-

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED 

REDACTED 

03/29/06 

RCALA 008722 

253487 

XVI 000116 



Cf:ke ::t :.r:~ ::;47..4 

Archciiocese of Los. Angeles \·;::z.;- fo~ .:.f.n:;:-,l(~.; ~ervi·:e:. \.:Vi!:::!-:lr:: 

V:>C.t!~- i2.l3i 63:1-7383 Sc:.:l·:v?.i::! 

PERSONAL A.ND CONFIDENTIAL 

Reverend George Neville Rucker 
REDACTED 

Dear Father Rucker, 

18 October 2006 

I am writing to you in my capacity as REDACTED Archdiocese of Los An-
geles, and wish to inform you that a Report is being prepared for the Congregation for the Doc
trine of the Faith in Rome regarding the allegations of sexual abuse advanced against you. 

These past many months, Cardinal Mahony has been meeting with victims who allege 
sexual abuse at the hands of L.A. clergy, including many who have claimed that they were 
abused by you. As you might expect, these experiences have been most intense and have 
brought His Eminence to engage in deep reflection and fervent prayer concerning the situations 
of the accusers and the clergy accused, as well as concerning the greater good of the local 
Church and of the community at large. · 

With regard to your particular case, this further reflection and prayer has convinced the 
Cardinal that the measures taken to date do not sufficiently redress the harm done to the individ
ual victims, nor do they adequately repair the scandal given to the community or restore justice. 
The life of prayer and penance to which you have been bound by the Decree of 13 December 
2005 -which, in filial obedience, you have accepted as a sign of \Villing reform and atonement 
- is deemed sufficient in providing for your own personal correction and spiritual welfare, but it 
is His Eminence's concern that the further interests of the community, especially with regard to 
the aforementioned reparation of scandal and restoration of justice, are not properly addressed in 
the obligations imposed on you by that Decree. 

It is my unpleasant duty to inform you that the Cardinal has therefore determined that 
anything short of your dismissal from the clerical state will not adequately resolve the matter 
with regard to these further issues. 

Inasmuch as you have indicated that you do not desire to petition our Holy Father Pope 
Benedict XVI for laicization, in the votum that will accompany the; Report Cardinal Mahony will 
request that the Congregation recommend to His Holiness that he dismiss you ex officio from the 
clerical state. 

187634 
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As I inform you of this decision on the part of our Archbishop, I invite you to send to me 
any statement that you may wish to make regarding your particular case so that I can include it 
with the Report that will be sent to the Congregation. Aware that in the past you have sought 
canonical advice from REDACTED J I am taking the liberty of sending him a copy of this 
letter, in the event that you might wish to consult him in preparing a statement to be included in 
the Report. If you wish to make such a statement, please see that it is delivered to me no later 
than Friday, 10 November 2006. 

Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this matter, please feel free to con
tact me atREDACTED _ and I will be happy to discuss the situation with you. Do let me reas
sure you at the outset, however, that regardless of the decision made by the Congregation and 
ultimately by Pope Benedict XVI himself with regard to your case, it is not foreseen that there 
will be any change in the support that you are presently receiving from the Archdiocese. 

Once more, know of my readiness to speak with you should you have any questions, and 
be assured of my prayers for you as we seek to bring this difficult situation to a proper close. 

cc: MsQr. Gabriel Gonzales 
REDACTED 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

REDACTED 
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Offkcof .3424 
A;-chdiocese of l..os A11geles 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

Reverend George Neville Rucker 

REDACTED 

Dear Neville, 

November 6, 2006 

fil£ COPY 

Los An,ie!es 
W.iifornia 
90()10-1202 

As you already know, after serious reflection, prayer and deliberation, I have come to the 
difficult conclusion that your situation must be revisited, that the measures taken to date are 
really inadequate for properly resolving the many different issues involved. At this point, before 
submitting the Report that I am required to make to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith concerning the allegations against you, and as I prepare to formulate my official recom
mendation on the matter, I wish to make one final paternal appeal to you.· 

As REDACTED REDAC1ED explained in his letter to you, although I am confident that your per
sonal correction and spiritual welfare are suitably provided for in the obligations contained in the 
Decree binding you to a life of prayer and penance - obligations which you have obediently 
accepted, for which I am appreciative - there still remains the broader issue of the public good. 
This includes the need to redress the harm done to the victims, to repair the scandal given and to 
see that justice is suitably restored. I am convinced that these matters cannot be definitively re
solved as long as you continue to be recognized by the Church as a cleric and a priest. 

Believe me when I say that I understand the distress and anxiety that my words may 
cause you. But as Diocesan Bishop, I have the solemn duty to care not only for the well-being of 
each individual but also for the common good. I understand that your canonical advisor has 
counseled you not to seek voluntary laicization, and that your decision at this time is not to make 
such a request of our Holy Father. Nonetheless, I do want to invite you one last time to recon
sider that decision and to make a petition to Pope Benedict XVI asking him to return you to the 
lay state. Given the fact that priesthood is so dear to you, this would be a mark of sincere humil
ity and genuine penance, and also a sign of true altruism, placing others and the good of the 
Church before your own desires and self-interests. 

I am fully aware of the difficult decision that I am placing before you, and I would wel
come the opportunity to discuss the matter with you in person. I therefore ask the con~ideration 
of a written reply directly from you no later than November 17, 2006. In this reply, you can let 
me know if you would like a personal meeting, in which case you will be contacted so that the 
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necessary arrangements may be made; if, however, you do not wish to meet with me personally, 
you can simply inform me of your decision. In this way, I shall be in a position to give a com
plete and accurate account to the Holy Father. 

Neville, kno\V of my prayers for you in these most difficult circumstances, and of my 
prayers for all those who have been harmed by sexual abuse on the part of our priests. 

cc: Monsignor Gabriel Gonzales 
REDACTED 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

,0)· /) /', II\ / / f/ 1 j \v ~ // !/ £} ~; .. 
r ~0 {.;#~ t f¥~~ 

~II t/1 
Cardinal Roger M. Mahony /.1 v Archbishop ofLos Angeles 
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Roger Cardinal Mahony, 
Arc-hbishop of Los Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Bouleva,rd 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2241 

Dear Cardina11\1ahony, 

November 15,06 

Thwk you for your letter of November 6, 2006. I appreciate your sincere concern 
for me and for the Church and am grateful for your prayers. 

Because I believed that my situation had been resolved. by your renewed request that 
T seek voluntarily laicization ., You have kindly explained your reasoning for wishing to 
revisit my situation and I :h..ave thought about t..h.ose reasons. I must in all honesty say that 
I do not see that my being deprived of saying Mass privately w:Pjle never publicly 
representing myself as a priest is necessary for the pub he good, to redress hann, to repair 
scandai or to restore justice. I am 86 years old and have been a priest all of my life. The 
greatest thing 1 can do for anyone to whom T may have caused any harm is to offer the 
sacrifice of the Mass for them. 

T fully respect your doing whatever your conscience dictates you should do in 
carrying out your du1ies as bishop. I hope that you willi.miiP.rstand my decision not to 
comply with your request. Even after having reconsidered and prayed about the matter as 
you requested, T do not wish to seek voluntary laicization. 

Your understanding that my canonical advisor has counseled me not to seek 
voluntary laicization is not correct. REDACTED has never (.~JUP...seled me to do so or not to 
do so. I made the decision not to seek voluntary laicization before I consulted him. I 
only asked him to advise me of the canonical ramifications and my canonical rights 
concerning any decision I might make He has always made it clear that the decision 
must be wjne alone and has never tried to influence my decision. He has acted on my 
behalf only after my telling him of my decision. 

Be assured of a constant remembrance in my prayers. 

Sinc~_:r-.ly youf?, r 1 
/:7" . I,. 
·// r, u· ··r . , . / 

Rev .. eville Ru~ke~ . REDACTED 
Cc: Msgr. Gabnel ,_ranza1es & 
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TO:REDACTED 

Date: December 18,2006 · 

RE: Fr. Neville Rucker files review 

From:~sgr.~eyers 

The Cardinal is asking us to review our files in search of a letter from a REDACTED 

concerning Father Neville Rucker. Could you please review what we have. lf anyone in 
Legal has it, they will find it and forward it to the Cardinal, so we only need to look in 
what we have and report back to the Cardinal. 
Thanks. 

Recall that REDACTED claims that she sent me a letter a couple of years ago about her being 
a victim of Neville Rucker, and that she got no response of any kind. 

Could we make a super effort to double-check all of our files and mail records to see if we ever 
received her letter, and if so, what we did with it? 

She asked me about it last week when we met 

ihanks so very much!! 
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( unofficial translation ) 

CONGREGATION FOR THE DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH. 
(Dismissal from the clerical state and dispensation from Clerical obligations) 

Prot. No. 358/2006 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles in California 
(Los Angeles, USA) 

Mr. George Neville RUCKER 

On the 8th day of February in the year 2008 

the Supreme Pontiff Pope Benedict XVI, 

after hearing the report of the Eminent and Reverend Prefect of this Congregation concerning the serious 
reasons for taking action in regard to the above-mentioned priest of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles in 
California (Los Angeles, USA), and the necessary preliminary details having been tended to, by supreme 
decision which allows of no appeal or recourse, 

has ·decreed 

that, for the good of the Church, dismissal from the Clerical state is to be imposed upon said priest 

To this same priest he also grants a dispensation from every obligation connected with Holy 
Orders according to the following indications. 

1. The dismissal and dispensation take effect from the very moment of the Roman Pontiffs 
decision. 

2. The Decree of dismissal and dispensation is to be notified to the priest by a competent local 
Ordinary, who may never licitly separate these two elements of the Decree. Moreover, said Decree also 
includes the absolution from censures, insofar as this may be necessary. 

3. Notice of this dismissal and dispensation is to be recorded in the parish baptismal registry of 
aforesaid priest. 

4 . .With regard to the celebration of a canonical marriage, if such should come to pass, the 
norms established in the Code of Canon Law are to be observed. However, the Ordinary is to see to it 
that the celebration takes place with due precaution and without outward ostentation. 

5. The ecclesiastical authority whose responsibility it is to notify said priest of this Decree is to 
exhort the priest earnestly to participate in the life of the People of God in a manner that is in keeping 
with his new situation oflife, to be an-edifying example and, in ·this way, to show himself to be an upright 
son of the Church. At the same time, however, those things that follow are to be made known to him: 
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a) The dismissed priest, by the very fact of his dismissal, loses the rights proper to the clerical 
state and he loses as well all ecclesiastical dignities and offices,· nor is he bound any longer 
by the other obligations connected with the clerical state; 

b) he remains excluded .from the exercise of the sacred ministry, with the exceptions mentioned 
in canons 976 and 986 §2 of the Code ofCanon Law, wherefore he cannot give a homily, nor 
is he permitted to take on a directorial role in any administrative office dealing with pastoral 
matters or to perform the duties of parish administrator,· 

c) likewise he cannot perform any functions in Seminaries or equivalent Institutions; in other 
institutions of higher studies that depend in any way upon ecclesiastical authority he cannot 
discharge any administrative function or teaching office; 

d) in other institutions of higher studies that do not depend upon ecclesiastical authority he 
cannot teach any theological discipline; 

e) . in institutions of elementary or secondary studies that depend upon ecclesiastical authority 
he cannot discharge any administrative function or teaching office; in institutions of 
elementary or secondary studies that do not depend upon ecclesiastical authority the 
dismissed and dispensed priest is bound by the same prescriptions against teaching religion. 

6. Insofar as possible, the Ordinary shall see to it that the new condition of the dismissed priest 
will not be a source of scandal for the faithful. Nonetheless, if there is any danger of minors being 
abused, the Ordinary may make known both the fact of the dismissal and the canonical reasons for it. 

7. Notification of this dismissal and dispensation may be made either personally through a 
notary or ecclesiastical registrar, or by registered mail. The dismissed priest must retum one copy 
properly signed in attestation of having received and accepted the dismissal, dispensation and precepts; 
but even should he fail to do so, the effects of the Decree remain intact. 

8. In a timely manner, the competent Ordinary shall make a brief report to the Congregation 
concerning the notification that has been made, and should there be any astonishment on the part of the 
faithful, he shall provide them with a careful explanation. 

Anything whatsoever to the contrary notwithstanding. 

From the Offices of the Congregation, on the 8th day of February in the year 2008 

(signature) 
Cardinal William Levada 

Prefect 

(signature) 
Angelo Amato, SDB 

Titular Archbishop of Sila 
Secretary 

Date of notification: ----------------------------

Signature of priest signifying his acceptance Signature of Ordinary 
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Understanding the canonical references in the Rescript 

In No. Sb of the Rescript reference is made to canons 976 and 986 §2. These 
canons speak of giving sacramental absolution in danger of death situations. They read 
as follows: 

canon 976: Even though a priest lacks the faculty to hear confessions, he ab
solves validly and licitly any penitents whatsoever in danger of death 
from any a censures and sins, even if an approved priest is present. 

canon 986 §2: In urgent necessity, any confessor is obliged to hear the confes
sions of the Christian faithful, and in danger of death any priest is so 
obliged. 

In its reference to canon 976, the Rescript makes it clear that George Neville 
Rucker, although dismissed from the clerical state, validly and licitly absolves any peni
tents who are in danger of death, even if an approved priest is present who can grarit 

· absolution. 

In its reference to canon 986 §2, the Rescript makes it clear that George Neville 
Rucker, although dismissed from the clerical state, has a morally binding obligation to 
hear the confession of any member of the Christian faithful who is in danger of death. 
Thus, even if~his should mean revealing his status to someone who is not aware of it, 
the need of the penitent in danger of death takes precedence over any desire to keep his 
status confidentiaL 
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Prot. N. 358/2006 

~~·· 

I 

CONGREGATIO PRO DOCTRINA FIDEI 
(Dimissio e statu clericali ac dispensatio ab oneribus) 

Angelorum in California 
(Los Angeles, U.S.A.) 

D.nus George Neville RUCKER 

Die 8 m. Februarii a. 2008 

Summus Pontifex Benedictus, Papa XVI 

audita relatione Em.mi et Rev.mi Praefecti huius Congregationis circa gravem agendi 
rationem supradicti presbyteri archidioecesis Angelorum in California (v.d. Los Angeles, 
U.S.A.), praemissis praemittendis, suprema atque inappellabili decisione nullique recursui 
obnoxia, 

decrevit 

pro bono Ecclesiae dimissionem e statu clericali dicto presbytero irrogandam esse. 

Eidem presbytero etiam dispensationem concedit ab omnibus oneribus sacrae 
Ordinationi conexis iuxta sequentes rationes. 

1. Dimissio ac dispensatio vim habent ab ipso memento decisionis Romani Pontificis. 

2. Dimissionis ac dispensationis Decretum presbytero a competenti Ordinaria loci 
notificetur, cui numquam fas est duo illa elementa seiungere. Idemque insuper secumfert 
absolutionem a censuris, quatenus opus sit. 

3. Notitia dimissionis ac dispensationis adnotetur in Libris baptizatorum paroeciae 
praedicti presbyteri. 

4. Quod attinet si casus ferat, ad celebrationem canonici matrimonii, applicandae 
sunt normae quae in Codice Iuris Canonici statuuntur. Ordinarius vero curet ut res caute 
peragantur sine exteriore apparatu. 

5. Auctoritas ecclesiastica, cui spectat Decretum praefato sacerdoti notificare, hunc 
enixe hortetur, ut vitam Populi Dei, ratione congruendi cum nova eius vivendi condicione, 
participet, aedificationem praestet et ita probum Ecclesiae filium se exhibeat. Silmil autem 
eidem notum faciat ea quae sequuntur: 
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a) presbyter dimis~FS. eo ipso amittit iura statui clericali pr9nria, dignitates et officia 
ecclesiastica; cet[. ' obligationibus cum statu clericd \conexis non amplius 
adstringitur; 
b) exclusus manet ab e:xercitio sacri ministerii, iis exceptis de quibus in can. 976 et 
986 § 2 CJC ac propterea nequit homiliam habere, nee potest officium gerere 
directivum in ambitu pastorali neve munere administratoris paroecialis fungi; 
c) item nullum munus absolvere potest in Seminariis et in Institutis aequiparatis. In 
aliis Institutis studiorum gradus superioris, quae quocumque modo dependent ab 
Auctoritate ecclesiastica, munere directivo vel officio docendi fungi nequit; 
d) in aliis vera Institutis studiorum gradus superioris ab Auctoritate ecclesiastica non 
dependentibus nullam theologicam disciplinam tradere potest; 
e) in Institutis ~utem studiorum · gradus inferioris dependentibus ab Auctoritate 
ecclesiastica, munere directivo vel officio docendi fungi nequit. Eadem lege tenetur 
presbyter dimissus ac dispensatus in tradenda Religione in Institutis eiusdem generis 
non dependentibus ab Auctoritate ecclesiastica. 

6. Ordinarius curet, quantum fieri potest, ne nova condicio presbyteri dimissi 
fidelibus scandalum praebeat. Attamen, si adest periculum minoribus abutendi, Ordinarius 
potest factum dimissionis necnon causam canonicam divulgare. 

7. Notificatio dimissionis et dispensationis fieri potest vel personaliter per notarium 
aut ecclesiasticum actuarium vel per «epistulas perscriptas» (registered). Sacerdos dimissus 
unum exemplar restituere debet rite subsignatum ad fidem receptionis et acceptionis eiusdem 
dimissionis ac dispensationis ac simul etiam praeceptorum, quod si non faciat integer manet 
effectus huius Decreti. 

8. Tempore autem opportuno, Ordinarius competens breviter ad Congregationem de 
peracta notificatione referat, et si qua tandem fidelium admiratio adsit, pmdtmti explicatione 
provide at. 

Contrariis quibuscumque minime obstantibus. 

Ex Aedibus Congregationis, die 8 m. Febmarii a. 2008 

Gulielmus Cardinalis LEV ADA 

Praefectus 

~/--k/ /J 
'"~/~/!! 

ffi Angelus AMATO, S.D.B. 
Archiep. titularis Silensis 

a Secretis 

Subsignatio Ordinarii 
~~;'~>,~f?4A v\ i:A.-V 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

April 1,2008 

Most Reverend Pietro Sambi 

Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(213) 637-7Z84 

Apostolic Nuncio to the United States of America 
3339 Massachusetts Ave NW 
Washffigton DC 20008-3687 

Your Excellency: 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
california 
90010-2202 

His Eminence, Cardinal Roger Mahony has requested that I send you the enclosed 
material. His Eminence has requested that you kindly forward these materials to His 
Eminence, Cardinal William Levada, prefect for the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith. 

May I take this opportunity to thank Your Excellency for your assistance in this matter 
and to express my prayerful best wishes for a blessed Easter season. · 

With sentiments of esteem and respect, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend Monsignor Gabriel Gonzales 
Vicar for Clergy 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Aprill, 2008 

Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(213} 637-7284 

His Eminence, Cardinal William LEV ADA 
Prefect 
Congregation for the Doctrine ofthe Faith 
Vatican City State 
Europe 

RE: Prot. N. 358/2006 

Your Eminence: 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2202 

His Eminence, Cardinal Roger Mahony has asked me as his delegate to forward to you 
the enclosed copy of the decree of dismissal from the clerical state that His Holiness, 
Benedict XVI imposed upon George Neville RUCKER on February 8, 2008. 

I, as Vicar for Clergy, was the delegate of Cardinal Mahony who informed George 
Neville RUCKER on March 29,2008 of the decision ofthe Holy Father. You will kindly 
note that George Neville RUCKER has affixed his signature to the document as requested. 

With grateful appreciation for the efforts of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith in this matter, and with prayerful best wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~~ 
Reverend Monsignor Gabriel GONZALES 
Vicar for Clergy 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

3799 
No ....................... .. 

This No. Should Be Prefixed to the Answer 

Rev. Msgr. Gabriel Gonzales 
Vicar for Clergy 
ARCHDIOCESE OF los ANGELES 

3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2202 

Dear Monsignor Gonzales: 

3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008-3610 

April 7, 2008 

I acknowledge your kind letter of April 1, 2008, with enclosures. 

Please assure Cardinal Mahony that the materials concerning George Neville 
Rucker, addressed to His Eminence William Cardinal Levada, have been transmitted to 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, through the diplomatic pouch. 

With cordial regards and prayerful best wishes, I am, 

~relyyo~n Christ, ~ 

~~~ 

Archbishop Pietro Sambi 
Apostolic Nuncio 

T-3Y :.---·-·-· .... 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Monsignor Royale Vadakin / 

Monsignor Michael Meyers lflht FROM: 

DATE: August 22, 2008 

RE: Priest's plot forNeville"Rucker? 

Neville Rucker called today. He is making his funeral plans and is asking if, after 60 
years of service to the Archdiocese, would he be able to be buried in: the Priests' Plot? 

He said he would not mind any of the cemeteries, but his parents are buried at Calvary. 

(In making his arrangements he has just discovered that cemetery plots are now ~osting 
$12,000) 

His phone: REDACTED 
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ID 

CMOB# 

·Case Name 

Active Case? 
Cleric Name 

Cleric Age 

Cleric Etlmicity 

Incardination 

Date Of Ordination 

Clergy S.tatus 
Date Referred To Vicar 

Claimant 

Date Of Alleged Incident 

Investigation Complete 
Investigator Name 

17 

017 

Grammar School (Neville Rucker) 

0 
Rucker, Neville 

48 

Anglo 

1946 

Retired 

10/9/2002 

Minor Fe:rpale 

1960 

0 

Date Investigation Initiated 

Date Investigation Completed 

Case Disposition Substantiated 

Intervention 

Description 

Case Status 
October 09, 2002 

November 10, 2004 . 

October 02, 2006 
January 24, 2007 

Follow Up 
Follow UpDate 

Legal Proceedings 

Sent To Rome? 

Canonical Trial 

Canonical Disposition 
Page 

Wednesday, February 07, 2007 

0 
Anglo, age 82, ordained 1946, retired in 1987. In residence at parish 
until May 2002 when moved to retirement facility and public 
ministry was forbidden. A number of complaints made primarily 
involving activity in the 1960's with grammar school girls. Arrested 
on September 27, 2002. Criminal and civil charges pending. 

Report received. No action required 

A decision was made not to submit this case to 
Rome due to Fr.'s age and health •. 

File reviewed. No further CMOB action required. 
A letter has been written to Rome requesting 
then to unilaterally impose laicization. 

Civil case is pending 

Civil 

0 Date Sent To Rome 
0 Canonical Trial Date 

Page 1 ofl 
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Vicar for Clergy Database 
Clergy Assignment Record 

Mr Neville George Rucker 

Current Primary Assignment Resident 

Birth Date 9/14/1920 
Birth City Ottumwa, Iowa, USA 

Diaconate Ordination 

Priesthood Ordination 

Diocese Name 

Date of Incardination 

Religious Community 

Ritual Ascription 

Ministry Status 

Seminary 

Ethn/city 

Home phone 

5/4/1946 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

10/1/1942 

Latin 

Dismissed from Clerical State 

St. John's Seminary, Camarillo 

American (USA) 

REDACTED 

Fingerprint Verification and Safeguard Training 

Date Background Check 

Safeguard Training 

Assignment History 

Assignment 

•••••• Los Angeles Resident, Dismissed from Clerical State, 
Rescript from the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Protocol N. 
328/2006 .••.•• 

? Los Angeles Resident, Retired with No Faculties, NO 
~ACULTIES. OUT OF PRIESTLY MINISTRY. 

Corpus Christi Catholic Church, Pacific Palisades Pastor Emeritus, Retired 

Corpus Christi Catholic Church, Pacific Palisades Pastor, Active Service 

St. Agatha Catholic Church, Los Angeles Pastor, Active Service 

Holy Cross Catholic Church, Los Angeles Pastor, Active Service 

Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Los Angeles Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

RCALA 008739 

Age 88 

Deanery 22 

Beginning Date Completion Date 

2/8/2008 

6/1/2002 2/8/2008 

8/1/1987 6/1/2002 

7/2/1979 7/30/1987 

7/1/1970 7/1/1979 

9/24/1968 6/30/1970 

1/30/1968 9/23/1968 

CCI 007575 



St. Teresa of Avila Catholic Church, Los Angeles Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 

St. Anthony Catholic Church, El Segundo Administrator, Active Service 

St. Mary Magdalen Catholic Church, Camarillo Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

Mary Star of the Sea High School, San Pedro Education-Teacher/Faculty, 
Active Service 

Mary Star of the Sea Catholic Church, San Pedro Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 

St. Basil Catholic Church, Los Angeles Associate Pastor (Parochial Vicar), 
Active Service 

St. Alphonsus Catholic Church, Los Angeles Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Los Angeles Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

5/9/1967 

11/6/1962 

9/1/1959 

5/10/1955 

5/10/1955 

10/3/1951 

11/22/1946 

5/14/1946 
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1/29/1968 

5/8/1967 

8/31/1961 

8/31/1959 

8/31/1959 

5/9/1955 

10/2/1951 

11/21/1946 
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Clergy Assignment Record 

Rev Neville Rucker 

Current Primary Assignment: Pastor Emeritus 

Birth Date: 

Birth City: 

Diaconate Ordination: 

Priesthood Ordination: 

Diocese Name: 

Date of lncardination: 

Ministry Status: 

Mail address 

9/14/20 

Ottumwa, Iowa, U.S.A 

5/4/46 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

5/4/46 

Retired 

REDACTED 
Home phone 

Seminary: St. John Seminary, Camarillo 

Age: 81 

Deanery: 13 

*********************************************************** 

Assignmen~ History 

Assignment 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Los Angeles -- Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 

St. Alphonsus Catholic Church, Los Angeles -- Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 

St. Basil Catholic Church, Los Angeles -- Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 

Mary Star of the Sea High School, San Pedro - Faculty, Active 
Service 

Mary Star of the Sea Catholic Church, San Pedro -- Associate 
Pastor (Parochial Vicar), Active Service 

St. Mary Magdalen Catholic Church, Camarillo -- Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 

St. Mary Magdalen Catholic Church, Camarillo -- Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 

· Beginning Date Completion Date 

5/14/46 11/21/46 

11/22/46 10/2/51 

10/3/51 5/9/55 

5/10/55 8/31/59 

5/10/55 8/31/59 

9/1/59 8/31/61 

9/1/59 8/31/61 
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St. Anthony Catholic Church, El Segundo -- Administrator, Active 11/6/62 5/8/67 
Service -

St. Teresa of Avila Catholic Church, Los Angeles -- Associate 5/9/67 1/29/68 

I Pastor (Parochial Vicar), Active Service 

Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Los Angeles -- Associate Pastor 1/30/68 9/23/68 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 

Holy Cross Catholic Church, Los Angeles - Pastor, Active Service 9/24/68 6/30/70 

St. Agatha Catholic Church, Los Angeles -- Pastor, Active Service 7/1/70 7/1/79 

Corpus Christi Catholic Church, Pacific Palisades -- Pastor, Active 7/2/79 7/30/87 
Service 

Corpus Christi Catholic Church, Pacific Palisades --~ 8/1/87 1/13/9999 

• Emeritus, Retired 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 
Non-Mandatory Reporting Form 

Date of this report to Public Authority: 

Name of Public Authod.ty: 

Date of this Report to Archdiocese: August 20, 2004 

Reported to Archdiocese by: REDACTED 

Complainant Name: REDACTED 

Mailing Address: 

Telephone: 

Date ofBirth: 

Alleged perpetrator: Fr. Neville Rucker 

·( 

St. Mary Magdalene Padsh, Camarillo 

Reported Date oflncident(s): 

Possible witness: 

1960-61 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
- Seattle, WA 

Reported Circumstances oflncident( s ): " I was mostly in Second grade and some 
third grade. It was not in my consciousness until the Anita Hill hearings on Television 
(reference to the Senate hearings). I got so upset then that I had to go to the doctor for high 
blood pressure. I twas then that I remembered that Fr. Rucker had molested me." 

"My dad told me later that he had reported Fr. Rucker to a priest. As a kid I pitied him (Fr. 
Rucker). The only time I remember was one time when he (Rucker) knelt down and was 
feeling up my leg. There were other times." 

"I know Fr. Rucker heard my first confes~ior1. T know that Tw-a~ not the only one. I hated 
school. I have always been afraid ofmen.REDACTED 

Type of abuse: Sexual Abuse 

Submitted by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles: 

REDACTED 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 
Non-Mandatory Reporting Form 

Date of this report to Public Authority: 

Name of Public Authority: 

Date of this Report to Archdiocese: August 20, 2004 

Reported to Archdiocese by: REDACTED 

Complainant Name: 

Mailing Address: 

Telephone: 

Date of Birth: 

Alleged perpetrator: Fr. Neville Rucker 
St. Mary Magdalene Patish, Camarillo 

Reported Date oflncident(s): 1960-61 

Possible witness: REDACTED -Seattle, WA 

Reported Circumstances oflncident( s): " I was mostly in Second grade and some 
third grade. It was not in my consciousness until the Anita Hill hearings on Television 
(reference to the Senate hearings). I got so upset then that I had to go to the doctor for high 
blood pressure. It was then that I remembered that Fr. Rucker had molested me." 

"My dad told me later that he had reported Fr. Rucker to a priest. As a kid I pitied him (Fr. 
Rucker). The only time I remember was one time when he (Rucker) knelt down and was 
feeling up my leg. There were other times." 

"I know Fr. Rucker heard my first confession. I know that I was not the only one. I hated 
school. I have always been afraid ofmenREDACTED 

Type of abuse: Sexual Abuse 

Submitted by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles: 

REDACTED 
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:HURCH: Two Former 
L.A.-Area Priests Arrested 
Jntinuedfrom Al with Cooley over his pursuit of per~ InStead, · :officials learned 
The LAPD also was seeking to sollllel files of alleged abusers and Wednesday morning from Ruck
ltermlne the whereabouts at sea their past handling. of molesters iii er's lawyer, Donald Steier, that his 

G.' .Neville Rucker, a retired their ranks, expressed sorrow over client had "left the country" on a 
iest 'Who •.. authorities say, is ac- the charges and said they hoped cruise a week ago. 
8ed of molestation by 16 girls, for a quick resolution. LAPD officials, who said Rucker 
The actio:ir'Ca:riJ.e a day after a "My heart ;:tches with the pain has been accused of molestiilg 16 
tmeuOrange County priest was. and suffering endured by victims girls wmle serving in parishes in 
rested ori auspicion of sexuaiiy of sexuiti abuse by clergy," Mahony Los .Angeles, East Los Angeles and 
usj:rtg a teen~ge girl in the 1970s: said ·in a prepared statement. "The El Segundo between 1947 and 
1e#f£'s deputies. ·engaged·ln a archdioGese will contiuueto reach· 1979, downplayed the significance 
jlfg ·operation taped him·:makjng out to all victims and their families of his absence. 
[,alleged: confession .~o an under- with pastoral care and counseling." "When the I).A. called to ar- . . 
:lier officer. He believed the offi- • . . • • range that this morning, Rucker ' . 
r: WaS his .grown daughter J:iy a Qngomg JnyesfigatiOU WaS bn:vacation out of the country .. ,M.[,a~Jij.~@.l~ 
en-teenage parishioner. ·Cooley issued a brief statem,ent He. ji· not considered a fugitive,"~· 
,'+'he push for criminal prosecu- Wednesday saying the investiga- · saidLAPD Cmdr. Gary Brennan: •Ordained! 1974 · 
m marks a taming point in the tion is ongoing. · Brennan said the retired ·priest •Service· Assbciate pastor or ad-
!ionwide molestation scandal in "It is expected ~at the ~eets had not been under day-to-day sur- .. ._

10
• · t h. h · I di 

e Catholic Church that has seen arrested today will be charged and veillance. mm1sua r a c urc . ~s Inc .u mg 
p church ·officials-mcludlng Ma- · arraigned· in court within the next "There was nothing to suggest St. Paul of the· Cross_ m La. Mnada, 
tny-conceiting that they :Knew 48 hours; he saiil, adding his office he needed to be watched," ;Brennan St. Hllazy 1nPico RIVIera, St. Eliza
•out abuse ·of children' by trou- had been working closely with the said beth in Van Nuys and St Camillus 
ed priests for decades but did not LAPP and the L.A, County Sber- "We aren't going to send out the In los Angele.s. 
lorm local law enforcement iff's Department on the case. Pros- Coast Guard." • Admitted· molesting boys. to Car
thorities.. . . . . ecutors would not detail the. evi- Steier said )le toM. Ruc~<;er, who dina I · Rog~r M. ·Mahony in 1986. 
fu some mstances, mcluding the dence they pl<m to present. Crimes has worked as a cnnse ship chap- Reassil!fled to several parishes un-
ses of Rucker and Baker, church dating back as far as the allega~ lain, that it was. OK to travel be- . hi · · . 
ffcials instead chose to transfer tions in the priests' cases requir.! c0use prosecutors gave no indica- ~I arc Jocese a~reed to -$i,~'J. 
e alleged offenders from parish clear and convincing contemporary tion until Wednesday that they lion settleme~t With_ two brothers 'In· 
parish. corroboration, officials said, and wanted to · make an arrest. · 2000. He resigned 1n 2000. 
The move by Dist. Atty. Steve can be difficult to prove. · "Frankly, this could have been 
10ley to prosemrte the priests~ · But there was clearly confusion avoided if someone made a phone 
d his expressed intent. to pursue Wednesday on the part of author- call to m~ earlier than today, • the 

. i9!Mi!ill1"6~~f!<-~~'*~?~($ff~~~lilt;Nt1,~~~~-~(~~i~~~~ 

.• 
• Ordained: 1986 
•Service: At.St. Vincent Church in 
Los Angeles, from 1985 to 1987 .'· 
Mel)-lber of.the Vincentian order. 
He left the priesthood in 1993. 
• Accused_ of niolesti~g an altar 
boy for two years. 

;..,. .. l.J.t~~·J~:.x;~~·,..,.r;...;M:j ·~ 
· LOS :t:U'!IS{lt~S'T.!.w<4tS .. 

G-. •Age:81 
• Ordained: 1946 · 
• Service: Associate p<;!~DJ(or pas- . 
tor at st. Anthony Church ·In El Se
gundo, St. Teresa of Avila iiJ ·los 
Angeles, Holy· Trinitr in Los An
geles, Holy Cross·in·tos.'Ang'~les, · 
St. Agatha in los Al)geles and Cor- ' 
pus Christi in P;.cific :Palisades. He . 
·retired In 1987 as Corpus Christl · 
pastor and continued to ·live at the ' 
parish' house until'" April; when. he 
was asked to Stop .active ministry . 
and move out 
li Accused of molesting 16 i(iils be- : 
tween 1947 a~q·1979. · 

my more cases-was praised by itle~ over the w1lereab.outs of two attorney said. 
eged 'Victims. and their attorneys. of the sugpects. The district attorney's office also 
"This is another step toward ac" fuvestigators had mistakenly be- expressed frustration. 
untability and prevention," said lieved Rucker, one of seV-en priests Law enforcement "investigators 
ffrey Anderson, a St. PauL, removed from the :ministry.·earlier are charged with. knoWing the 
in]!., attorney who represents a1- this year by Mahony under a retro· : whereabouts of suspects the dis
led victims of Baker. "Now we active "zero-tolerance" policy for trict attorney's office is about to 
Ult justice." molesters, would be iJ.Vailable ·to charge,"' said Joe Scott, a spokes
Church officials in Los Angeles, tum himself in by noon Wednes· man for Cooley. 

driguez shortly after 6 a.m. at .his . said. Rodriguez illegedly molested has admitted to :MalJqny tlii;i he 
home in Commerce. R,qdriguez Was the boy at St. ·vincent de ·Paul molested boys but ·sitid tl)e l!cts in
booked on .suspicion of lewd: acts Church on West Adams Boule- valved may not be .of a serious 
with an altar Jxiy over a twa:-yeai: vard He left . j;he . priesthood in enough natuie to·war±ant prosecu~ 
period in the·l980s. · 1993, ·and was Jiving pri:vately tion. "The. statut~ .1fi;tY h;1ve ~

The alleged victim, now an when he was taken into custody, pired," Steier, said; ~( potential 
adult, reported the alleged moles· Brennan said. -lesser Crimes: Under state iaw, 
tation in April to the·LAPD's.sexu- During the investigation into there is a 10-yea'r stat)Ite on· sex 
ally exploited child unit,· Brennan - Rodriguez, . detectives discoveri!d ·crimes, except in the 'm()st. serious. 10 have had a testy relationship day at LAPD headquarters. J;.APD officers apprehended Ro-

· that · the LAPD .bad received a violations, silcl). as ·rape. and: sod- · 
-------------------''--~---------~-------1:-o .. ..,.,....,......,....-.,J~ ern·mncv iXJ~ly.ipachilih:;ep-15 and npa.+e, 
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REDACTED 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

Re: REDACT~D 

Dear Mr. REDACTED: 

November 12, 2002 

Esq. 

, et al. v. RCA (Rucker) 

I am taking the liberty of replying to your November 5, 2002 letter to 
Cardinal Mahony because I believe that I am the lawyer you mentioned in 
the third paragraph of your letter. I recall that we did[ indeed, as you say, 
have a good discussion. I would like to continue our discussion and so I ask 
that you call me at your convenience. 

Meanwhile, I send my best regarc].s. 

Verv trulv vours. 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

RCALA 008752 
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REDACTED 

REDACTED v· Esq. 
Re: REDACTED v. RCA (Rucker) 
November 12, 2002 
Page2 

bee: REDACTED 
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REDACTED 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

September 18, 2002 

Esq. 

Re: REDACTED , et al. v. RCA (Rucker) 

Dear REDACTED: 

. Please call me at your convenience to discuss this matter. 

I send my best regards. 

REDACTED 

Very truly yours, 
REDACTED 

RCALA 008754 
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REHEDACTED 

REDACTED Esq. 
Re: REDAcTED v. RCA (Rucker) 
September 18, 2002 
Page2 

bee: REDACTED 
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Father George Neville Rucker (CMOB-017-01) 

Father George Neville Rucker was ordained in 1946. He was assigned as Assistant Pastor to St. 
Anthony, El Segundo, in 1962. This was his seventh assignment (two of which were concurrent 
at Mary Star, San Pedro, Parish and High school). 

In 1967, an undated anonymous letter from "A Mother'' was sent to a Sister REDACTED 
REDACTED ofthe sisters associated with St. Anthony Parish School, El Segundo. It 

complained of Father Neville Rucker, Assistant Pastor, inappropriately touching her two 
daughters. The mother indicated observing this. She also made reference to other "rumors" in 
the parish about similar behavior with others. Mother REDACTED spoke with REDACTED 

REDACTED then REDACTED _ . who took brief notes. The behavior supposedly 
involved grammar school girls from second through eighth grades. The file contains copies of 
several police documents dated April and May 1967. Significant material is blacked out on the 
documents. The police questioned several children and adults. No charges were filed and at 
least one person signed a document indicating that she would not press charges. Then Auxiliary 
Bishop Timothy Manning (Cardinal Mcintyre was the Archbishop) made some brief notes in the 
file. Apparently he spoke with at least one of the parents and with the police, but kept no other 
records. Father Rucker was transferred from St. Anthony on May 8, 1967. 

In 1989, a woman (RE~ACTED) phoned the Archdiocese complaining about having suffered abuse at 
the hands ofFr. Rucker. Eventually she spoke with Father REDACTED . She claimed to have 
been abused at St. Anthony in the period 1965-67. She had already confronted Fr. Rucker 
personally before contacting the Archdiocese. She was aware that a report had been made to the 
Archdiocese in the 1960's. Monsignor Curry, then Vicar for Clergy, reported to Archbishop 
Mahony. Monsignors Curry and ]REDAcTED met with Fr. Rucker in November of 1989. By this 
time, he had been retired for two years. He indicated that he himself had sought some (minimal) 
therapy. Father Rucker spoke with the woman on the phone and then wrote a letter of apology 
and offered to pay her therapy bills. Unfortunately, no assessment was conducted. 

In April of 1990, another woman (REDACTE11 contacted the Archdiocese alleging abuse by Fr. 
Rucker at El Segundo. She was one of the children that was involved with the original police 
report. Notes indicate that Fr. Rucker denied any recollection. This woman initiated a lawsuit. 
That was eventually dismissed. 

Then in October of 1990, another woman CoAcr~) wrote REDAC?TED :~t the Archdiocese, 
alleging abuse by Fr. Rucker in 1947 when she was a student at St. Alphonsus School, Los 
Angeles. She wrote Fr. Rucker at the same time to "confront" him. Fr. Rucker's attorney 
contacted the woman. As a result of various correspondence involving attorneys, the parties and 
the Archdiocese, Fr. Rucker traveled to Seattle to meet with this third woman with her therapist 
and a facilitator from the Archdiocese of Seattle. He also entered into a civil settlement with her. 
Fr. Rucker was referred to therapy. 

In April of 2002, a fourth woman rEDACTED ) wrote the Archdiocese about past abuse related to El 
Segundo. Fr. Rucker was moved to a retirement facility and any public ministry was forbidden. 
In May of 2002, the REDACTED ~f St. Agatha passed along two reports of abuse related to that 
parish. Several other complaints have since arisen. 
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July 17, 2002 

Archdiocese ofLos Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 

REDACTED 

Los Angeles, California 90010 
Attention: Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 

Re: Our ClientsREDACTED & REDACTED 

Dear Cardinal Mahony: 

REDACTED 

1-
1-

REDACTED 

Please be advised that this office has been retained to represent the interests of 
REDACTED . & REDACTED with respect to incidents of molestation visited 
upon them by G. Neville Rucker. Any further contact with Ms. REDACTED or Ms. REDACTED 

should be made through my office. 

Y au will recall that on May 19, 2002, both Ms. REDACTED. and Ms. REDACTED wrote 
to you detailing the incidents of sexual molestation they suffered at the hands of 'Father' 
Rucker. Their letters were written in response to the articles in the Los Angeles Times of 
May 18, 2002, wherein the child molestation charges involving Mr. Rucker were first 
made public. Unfortumitely, there was absolutely no response from you or your 
representatives to their correspondence until yesterday when Ms. REDACTED was contacted 
by Sister REDAcTED While Ms. REDACTED found the contact considerate, we are all wondering 
why it took over two months for the contad to occur. 

Ms. REDACTED and Ms. REDACTED1, who are sisters, both attended St. Anthony's 
. school in El Segundo. In the case ofMs. REDACTED she attended from 1958· until 1965, 
first grade to eighth. Ms. REDACTED attended from 1962 until 1967, first grade to fifth. It 
was during the years of their attendance at this school that these women were molested by 
Mr. Rucker. 

The specific acts of molestation have been described in sufficient detail by· my 
clients in their respective letters to you, however, some of the statements therein bear 
repeating. For example, despite the degradation suffered personally by Ms. REDACTED she 
describes her "most devastating memory" as that of being forced to witness her younger 
sister, REDACTED being fondled by Father Rucker as she bent over to take the mail out of the 
mail box in the rectory. Young REDACTED felt that while she could bear her own suffering 
and eventually protect herself from Father Rucker, her little sister was too young to 

p.2 
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REDACTED Document ID: dwintui1-20955 Page: 3 of 7 

July 17, 1002 
Cardinal Mahony 
Page 2 

REDACTED 

prevent the molestation. Thus, as the older sibling, Ms. REDACTED must have felt partially 
responsible for the molestation of her sister. WhenR_E:DACTEDJater began to vocally resist 
Father Rucker's efforts to involve her in his trips to the rectory, thus causing a public 
scene, she was rewarded by being expelled from the school, ostensibly for wearing play 
clothes on school grounds rather than the required uniform, this after school hours. 

For herself, Ms. REDACTED. describes a 'game' the school children would play when 
Father Rucker came on the playground. They would all run from him screaming, "It's 
Father Rucker, run for your life!" The children had turned this awful situation into a game 
to avoid dealing with the emotional horror of being chased like a school offish by a shark, 
all the time wondering who was going to be the next victim. 

I am certain that the emotio~al damage done to these children by this monster can 
never be .fullv understood by anyone who has not personally undergone such trauma. Both 

REDACTED andREDACTED have received extensive counseling and therapy over the years to deal 
with the memories of these events and the resulting paths their lives took as a result of 
being forced to deal with this awful trauma at such a young age. It is beyond doubt that 
these events altered the course of their lives. For example, it cannot be mere coincidence 
that both REDAcTED and REDACTED: have chosen to assist who are unable to protect themselves. 
~~~AtiREDACTED -~~-~~-~ 

Based upon my ·clieQts' representations, the abusive acts ofF.ather Rucker were 
well known to all members ofthe staff at this school and yet nothing was ever done about 
'the situation. One of the nuns even went so far as to adviseREDACTEDthat she was evil and 
would go to hell if she continued to spread her lies about Father Rucker. Frankly, the level 
of deception and reliance upon the power of the church to frighten parishioners into 
compliant silence in this case is astounding. Father Rucker's actions were brought to light 
by many of the parents and children at St. Anthony's and yet, according to a June 21, 
2002, article in the Times he was transferred to another school and allowed to resume his 
predatory behavior with absolutely no consequences. It was not until April of this year 
that he was finally removed by the church and then only after the other gruesome 
revelations of misconduct nationwide by priests in the church. 

REDACTE
0andREDACTEDwere raised by parents who were devout members of the 

Catholic Church and who donated many hours of their time to the church in the form of 
gardening, maintenance and repair work. Their parents complete devotion to the church, 
even to this day in the case of REDACTED _ is a tragic testimonial to the power of 
your institution over the minds of your members and reinforces the need to distinguish 
between the message and the messenger, however difficult that may be. This is a lesson 
learned well by Catherine who has recently returned to the fold and is a regular member of 
a local Catholic Church. 

p.3 

CCI 007594 



08/01/102 09:24 

Au~ 01 02 09:24a 

July 17, 2002 
Cardinal Mahony 
Page 3 

REDACTED Document ID: dwintui1-20955 Page: 
REDACTED 

Should you wish my clients to provide further details of their experiences and the 
consequences of the same we will be willing to do so. Many of those were described by 
REDACTED in her conversation with SisterREDAcTED.ast evening. I am certain that you have 
received, or soon will receive, a full description ofthat conversation. 

At this time we are requesting that you provideREDACTED·· and REDACTED 

REDACTED with a letter of apology from the church accepting responsibility for this 
situation. We are also seeking damages for the mental, emotional and physical trauma 
suffered by these women as chlldren for which your institution is responsible. · 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Verv trulv vours. 
REDACTED 

REDACTED: 

cc: REDACTED 

RCALA 008759 
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Arc.hdl(lcese of Los Angeles 

REDACTED 

Dear Mr. REDACTED: 

REDACTED 3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

CLERGY MISCONDUCT OVERSIGHT BOARD 

Septernber 4, 2002 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2241 

Thank you for your letter of July 17, 2002 concerning Father Neville Rucker. I apologize for 
the delay in responding. The last two months have bee~ spent in organizing and staffing our 
office-and getting the Board up and running. 

The principle function of the Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board is to receive, investigate and 
consider complaints of clerical misconduct and make recommendations to the Cardinal 
concerning actions which need to be taken, if any, to protect minors and others with whom 
the cleric may come into contact. 

Father Rucker is retired and no longer in ministry and resides in a retirement facility. It is our 
view that he does not pose a threat to anyone at this time. 

Your letter indicates that your clients have been in contact with Sr. REDACTED the 
REDACTED Assistance Ministry for the Archdiocese. sr. REDACTED is the person to speak with 
concerning any requestl;l for counseling or other therapy. She can be reached atREDACTED 

REDACTED 

I believe you are already in contact with the attorneys for the Archdiocese in connection with 
your request for damages for mental, emotional and physical trauma· suffered by your clients. 

If you wish to discuss this matter further, I can be reached at REDACTED 

Sincerelv. 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

cc: Sr. REDACTED 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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REDACTED 

July 17, 2002 

REDACTED 
-

Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board 
c/o Archdiocese ofLos Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 9001 0 

Re: Our Clients: REDACTED &REDACTED 

Dear REDACTED :: 

I have enclosed herewith a copy of a letter which I have this date forwarded to 
Cardinal Mahony. As your review of the letter will reveal, I am representing two sisters 
who were molested by Father Rucker during the period oftime he was posted in El 
Segundo. As REDACTED · the Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board I believed that you 
should be apprised of my client's allegations of sexual molestation by Father Rucker. 

If I or my clients may be of any assistance to you in connection with your work 
please feel free to contact my office at your convenience. 

V erv tmlv vours_ 
REDACTED 

cc: REDACTED 
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Archdlc;~cese oflosAngeles 

REDACTED 

Dear Mr. REDACTED 

REDACTED 3424 
·Wilshire 
Boulevard 

CLERGY MISCONDUCT OVERSIGHT BOARD 

September 4, 2002 

r 

LosAngeies 
California 
90010-2241 

Thank you for your recent letters concerning Father NevillE? RuckeL I apologize far the delay in 
responding. The last two months have been spent in organizing and staffing our office and 
getting the Board up and running. 

The principle function of the Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board is 'to receive, investigate and 
consider complaints of clerical misconduct and make. recommendations to the Cardinal 
concerning actions which need to be taken, if any, to protect minors and others with whom the 
cleric may come irita contact. 

Father Rucker is retired and no longer in ministry and resides in a retirement facility. It is our 
view that he does not pose a threat to anyone at this time. 

Your letters state that your clients want to be financially compensated for damages as a result of 
Father Rucker's actions. I believe you are already in contact with the attorneys far the 
Archdiocese. They are the appropriate people with whom to discu'ss this issue. 

Your-letter also requests the Archdiocese to pay your clients' therapy costs far as long as it 
takes to restore their mental health. Sr. :REDACTED , the Director of Assistance Ministry 
for the Archdiocese, is the person to speak with concerning requests for counseling or other 
therapy. She can be reached a-REDACTED 

Your letter also requests the Archdiocese to respond to a number of other demands. These are 
not within the purview of the Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board. 

If you wish to discuss these matters further, I can be reac_hed at REDACTED 

Sincerely, ~ 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

cc: Sr. REDACTED 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels S;m Fernando · San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Batbara 
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REDACTED 

July 24, 2002 

REDACTED 
-

Chairperson of the Clergy Misconduct 
Oversight Board 

RE: VICTIMS OF CIDLD ABUSE 
OFFENDING PARTY: FATHER RUCKER 

Dear REDACTED ~: 

I am writing to follow up on the letter that I sent to you several weeks ago. I have 
received no response from you and am hoping that we may come to an agreement and resolve 
this situation without having to engage in litigation. 

At this-point, I represent four women clients that were molested by Father Rucker in the 
19701s. As you know, each of these women are concerned with the church's methods of handling 
reports of sexual molestation committed by clergy and wish to see major changes instituted. 

First, they would like the Church to publish all the Parishes in which Father Rucker was 
located from the 19601s until his current retirement. They would also like to know his 
assignments and if there were any reported cases of molestation at his various Parish 
assignments. 

Second, they would like an apology and explanation of how the church could allow 
Father Rucker to continue to be a priest after his molestation of a young girl in the late 19601s. 
They would like to know who made the decisions, and on what basis was the decision made to 
move Father Rucker from one parish to another when it was discovered that he had molested a 
young girl in the late 196018. 

RCALA 008163 
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REDACTED 

Third, all of the women would like a face to face meeting with Father Rucker so that they 
can confront their demons. They would hope he would apologize for the emotional pain he has 
caused in their lives. 

Fourth, they would like the church to intervene and pay their therapy costs for as long as 
it takes to restore their mental health. 

Fifth, they would like a public statement by the Archbishop stating that not only will he 
have a policy of zero tolerance in this Archdiocese but he will defrock any priest that is found to 
have molested children. Also, that the Archdiocese will actively cooperate with the police 
department and district attorney to criminally prosecute the perpetrators of these atrocious crimes 
against young children. 

Sixth, the church should openly disclose the history of Father Rucker and other offending 
priests to the alleged victims of the abuse. Additionally, the church should disclose the actions 
the church took when they became aware of the abuse. 

Seventh, these women want to be financially compensated for the pain and suffering that 
has been part of their lives since they were molested as young children. I am happy to say this 
was the last of their demands, but it is also a critical demand to help them become whole both 
emotionally and financially. 

These women are not seeking revenge. They will work as long as it takes to achieve 
justice. 

Thank you for your attention to this letter and I expect a prompt reply. 

REDACTED 

Los Angeles Archdiocese; I 
I 

cc: Cardinal Roger Mahoney 

REDACTED 
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REDACTED 

REDACTED 
Chairperson of the Clergy Misconduct 
Oversight Board 

CC: Cardinal ~oger Mahony 
Los Angeles Archdiocese 

RE: VICTIMS OF CIDLD SEXUAL ABUSE 
OFFENDING PARTY: FATHER RUCKER 

D REDACTED-ear , 

REDACTED 

My name is-REDACTED- - ·• md I am representing a group of women who were 
sexually molested by Father Rucker in the early 1970's at St Agatha Parish. I have been 
practicing law in Echo Park since 1972 and I am the founder of the REDACTED 

REDAcTED·_ Over the years I have been on the court appointed Juvenile panel at Eastlake as well 
as having been the attorney of record of hundreds of criminal cases. I mention this because I am 
sunREDACTED 

About a month ago I received a call from a former cliep.t who was emotionally 
distraught. She said she had seen a picture of Father Rucker in an article on child sexual 
abuse in the Los Angeles Times. In the article, Father Ru-cker was named as the priest that 
molested a young _girl_ in a South Bay parish during the late 1960's. When my client saw his 
picture, the sexual abuse she had suffered in the early 1970's came flashing back to her. 

l met with this woman and now have met with her older and younger sister as welL 
There is also another woman who has contacted me and described the sexual abuse she 
suffered at the hands of Father Rucker while they were at St Agatha Parish school in the 
early to mid 1970's. These four women are only now dealing with the terrible abuse they 
suffered at the hands of Father Rucker . 

. ~ _ What is disturbing to these now mature women, is that officials of the 
Catholic Church knew as early as the late 1960's that Father Rucker was a sexual predator 
of young girls. The mother of a young girl in a South Bay Parish actually filed a police 
report with the El Segundo Police Department accusing Father Rucker of sexually molesting her 
young daughter. The hierarchy of the Catholic Church then met with the mother and 

RCALA 008766 

5 of 7 

p.5 

CCI 007602 



08/01/102 09:26 

Aug 01 02 09:25a 
REDACTED Document ID: dwintui1-20955 Page: 

REDACTED 

period of time Father Rucker was transferred to St. Agatha parish. The church 
never informed anyone at St. Agatha that Father Rucker was being transferred to their Parish 
because he had been molesting young girls at his prior Parish. After arriving at St. Agatha, 
Father Rucker was again molesting young girls. At this point, I know of at least four young 
girls Father Rucker molested and according to these woman they are sure there are many 
more victims that have not come forward up to now. 

The women and the family members that have recently contacted me are now going 
through terrible emotional times. Many of them are having to deal with their suppressed 
memories of these awful events for the first time. They have all agreed that I should write this 
letter to your committee as a first stage of their healing process. Their moods 
shift from anger to depression back to anger. I am hopeful that your committee's responses to 
their demands listed below will begin their healing process. 

First, they would like the Church to publish all the Parishes in which Father Rucker 
was located from the 1960's until his current retirement. They would like to know his 
assignments and lf there were any reported cases of molestation at his various Parish 
assignments. 

Second, they would like an apology and explanation of how the church could allow 
Father Rucker to continue to be a priest after his molestation of a young girl in the late 
1960's. They would like to know who made the decisions and on what basis was the decision 
made to move FatherRucker from one parish to another after it was discovered that he had 
molested a young girl in the late 1960's. 

Third, all of the women would like a face to face meeting with Father Rucker so that 
they can confront their demons. They would hope he would apologize for the emotional 
pain he has caused in their lives. 

Fourth, they would like the church to intervene and pay their therapy costs for as long 
as it takes to restore their mental health. 

Fifth, they would like a public statement by the Archbishop stating that not only will he 
have a policy of zero tolerance in this Archdiocese but he will defrock any priest that is found 
to have molested children. Also, that the Archdiocese will actively cooperate with the 
police department and district attorney to criminally prosecute the perpetrators of these 
atrocious crimes against young children. 

Sixth, these women want to be financially compensated for the pain and suffering 
that has been part of their lives since they were molested as young children. I am happy 
to say this was the last of-.their demands but i~ is also a critical demand to help them become 
whole-both emotionally and financially. 

This letter is being written with the spirit that a new day is upon us. It is written with 

RCALA 008767 
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able to live a normal life. 

)ocument ID: dwintui1-20955 Page: 

REDACTED 

These woman are not seeking revenge. They will work as long as it takes to achieve 
justice. 

Thank you for your kind attention to this letter and I hope to hear from you in the 
near future. 

Sincerely yours, 
REDACTED 

-.. 
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· CERTIFICATE OF AUTHENTICATION 

CASE: GEORGE NEVILLE RUCKER 
Accused of Graviora Delicta 

CERTIFICATE 

By this instiument, I certify that the documentation herewith transmitted to the Congrega
tion for the Doctrine of the Faith regarding the above-captioned case, beginning with the 
TABLE OF CoNTENTS and ending with this CERTIFICATE, consists either of original writ
ings or of exact duplicates of documents on file in the archives of the· Curia of the Arch- · 
diocese of Los Angeles. (Since an .order of a civil Court of the State of California has 
enjoilied that the identities of certain accusers remain undisclosed, some of the copies of 
documents may show evident signs of redaction.) 

Given at Los Angeles, California, this 28th day of November in the year of our Lord 
2006. 

ARCHDIOCESAN SEAL 

REDACTED 
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TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

MEMORANDUM 

June 27, .1989 

Archbishop Mahony 

Monsignor Thomas CUrry 

Child Abuse Case 

A woman named REDACTED left a message o~REDACTED 
REDACTED phone over the weekend saying that she has a serious 

accusation to make regarding a priest. Sister REDACTED gave me the 
information, and I called the woman but had to leave a message on her 
tape. In the meantime, on Monday, June 26, the woman called REDACT~D. 

REDACTED and talked to him for about forty-five minutes. The following 
is a summary of the converstaion: 

She is a thirty-one year old woman, and she claims to have been 
abused by Neville Rucker while he was stationed in St~ Anthony, El 
Segundo. The year is not clear, but she· appears to be talking about 

. the period 1965-1967. 

REDACTED . • -1s marr2ed, but her husband races motorcycles in Europe. She 
was treated for alcohol some months ago, and during the treatment her 
feelings about being abused surfaced. 

Some time ago, she went and· confronted Neville about her feelings, 
but he denied that anything ever happened. She·was most concerned 
tbat he was around children, and he told her he was not. However, 
she spoke to the principal of the parish school who told her that 
Neville did visit the school children. 

She says that the time the incident supposedly happened, Neville and 
her mother met with someone from the Chancery and Neville was moved 
from the parish. She says the church gave the family food and toys 
at Christmas, but nothing else haooened. Although she talked about 
1 • h • • • t f REDACTED ld t 1.1 h h os1ng er v2rg2n1 y, as ar as cou e , w at appened was 
very inappropriate touching. 

Her concerns at this time are that she was- violated as a child and 
that she lost her mother's love, because she claims her mother turned 
against her at that time. She also seems to be obsessed with the 
belief that the Church has covered this matter up, moved Neville from 
place to place, and that he is still being protected. She says she 
wants vindication and an assurance that Neville will not be around 
children. 

REDACTED 
This woman is not too stable. For instance, she told that her 
hero, John F. Kennedy, was murdered by the government in league with 

408802 
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the mob, and that the Church is also tied up with the mob. However, 
there does seem to be substantial evidence for what she savs. I 
attach copies of a letter from a parent, a inemo from REDACTED 
and some scraps of paper from the file. There does seem to have been 
a meeting about a problem around the time she is talking of and 
during the period while Neville was stationed in St. Anthony, El 
Segundo. He served this parish from 1962-1967, and was moved in May,' 
1967, the month of the meeting Cardinal Manning's note refers to. 
She claims there were several girls involved, and these notes may 
well refer to another case as does the letter attached. 

I propose the following course of action: 

I will check with REDACTED to ·~ee what are the legal liabilities 
in Neville's admitt:ing to a problem in the past if there was indeed a 
problem. 

REDACTED 
I would then propose that Neville meet with you and perhaps and 
me.· This woman definiteiy needs therapy, and we can possibly arrange 
for Neville to provide therapy for her by way of the Archdiocese, and 
we can give her an assurance that he will not oe involved with 
children. · 

~~~--·~~ 
+ RMftt 
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TO FILE FROM MONSIGNOR CURRY 

RE. REV. NEVILLE RUCKER 

FatherREDACTED and I met with Father Rucker in my office 
on ll/7/89. Father Rucker was most candid and concerned. Although 
he could not remember REDACTED . it was of great 
concern to him that for something that was so casual to him at 
the time could be so devastating to her for her life, and he stays 
awake at night because of this. He has been suffering considerable 
anxiety and agony about this matter since she came to see him some 
time ago, and he did call her mother, as she had asked. She came 
to see him with a man he thinks was a member of the treatment 
facility, but he is not sure. Originally, in El Segundo, when 
these accusations came up, he went to the police because he heard 
his name had been given to them. One of the people in the police 
station told him not to worry--that the same accusations had been 
made about him earlier. · 

He has no· contacts with children now since he has retired. He 
did have when he was a Pastor. · 

He is very sorry for the trouble she is suffering. .We talked 
about the possibility of his providing therapy in the future 
if' she needed it, and he was quite agreeable to this .. He would 
be willing to meet with her. and a therapist, and we stressed that 
if this meeting were to take place.it should be carefully 
prepared. · 

The incident involved just touching. 

The trouble.it caused him and his transfer was such a trauma 
for him that he has never been involved in anythina since that 
time. At the time he went to a psychiatrist named"REDACTED, and 
attended about six sessions with him. REDACTED met·with 

REpACTED and he reported to me his conversation with. her when he 
called me on November 9, 1989. REDACTED went to her house· 
and there was a person there who is training to be a therapist 
b.ut this woman took very little par·t in the conversation and mostly 
minded the children. The conv-ersation wi thREDACTED TJ~'>nt- nrl'lt-i-'lr 

much as his previous phone conversation had gone.Kt:OACTED 
told herREDACTED could not remember her, but that indeed 
something could have happened and he·was very sorry about this. 

REDACTED talked to her about alcoholism quite a bit. She 
was sober and in good shape, but she is not in therapy at this 
time. However, he did indicate that if she wanted to go back 

;to therapy there would be a possibility of.Father·Rucker providing 
this help. He left it with her, though, that she would make a 
call if she wanted to be helped. She seemed to be surprised in 
a pleasant way that such help might be available. He emphasized. 
to her that if she talks to Father Rucker, it should be after 
preparation and with a th~rapist present. 

She was concerned that he was still, for instance, saying Mass and 
being active as a priest. She mentioned that whenever she says a 
man ii1 horn-rim glasses or a priest dressed in clericals it freaks 
her out. When the matter first came up in her alcoholism therapy, 
she wanted to go out and tell the whole world. However, she has 
progressed from this sate. Her busband was in the house, but spent 

_,- ., ___ ,_.!.,..=, ___ _ 

RCALA 008779 

CCI 005404 



' RCALA 008780 

TAB5 
408811 

CCI 005405 



() 
() 

0 
0 
(.}'1 
-1'-
0 
(j') 

.j;o. 
0 
00 
00 ..... 
N 

~._ ,)1~ 1\.~ - ' • :·~~~ ' !"' ! · ~ I • 

·--~!.::r~~ N -;----: !i-.<i':.1_.~...:...::,. ... _ .... _ · . , _ ..... 

{>~·" :t;_ : J:~~!ti~.r _.;ir! ~~·!&-H ~-iii-~'--~-- ~~ ~ ... T '~ r e w~ {f ~:~ihf 'ii!: srfr'r'lr . -~f' ;_:c-:i;;:c,~'l ~ 
:l J •• ,-1-.i~l:l '<. r c "~i .. } •11 •• "t'·(· r .l ~;;t . -·· ~' ~-"- 1--~• 1 ' ,.t ·; .·.-~.-<: .,... Jlt • ,, .. c ... .• . ·' . . . 1 I '' .. , "'i: •J.f-i'>'''' J>•>' ·J . • ! • " " • • ,._;" " I • . .. > ' • • • • ' • . • : • I -~;;'..:. :~t~lf"""{·-:.~;;·:: ~-• t!i~ 0 . e 11 ;. • ::. .. '- ~ !. • 1r. ~' ~ 7. ••• · r: .. ,, . ,; . .' ., • · · ~ . , . ~ ·· !il : :: , ... e ·· ; .. ~•"f~,:l'"• •·•· • . · .. IL fi . o ~ -, · J- ~ ~·1"':-- .> · .. , .. , .. ···ll · · I "''' ;~~i'f~n·:-,:Jt;1~ ~Eu~glifrh l;t~! t-iJt~·~fi~~~~-·· ~~ 1!~~:~;~-:~:. ;: (' :_~ f: ·-: r {'I! i i\J t · s:· : . ·, ~w .-r~:~~:-,;.-~\l'{ -~:t: l:i '~; -~-~:~:t. r .. c-~!·.~ ~til··.-. • ,· ~ .- -· *~- \-.~:rt;.r~'~:k·~ -~ ~ .• ;;· .. 1:,; • •• • .... _,. - , '):'~·.::.-~. i~; . .-;~- _,. , .... • j.. •· '« o .-\·-~ .... , r ... -::.. • :: ·i." · ~.::;;~ -.. . ~ f. - .. f.~L ·-~·.;>1. •.<f·· .·?t·~-'D'U ,-~,~~~ ~~--..;~·· -~~ · l--~~· .[ft ~,. . f1:fi '·.. -· · r ' -.· l--~&'i ~-· .. ~;.: . .-::--. ·.:,·.:";l):w..-~~J . • ,..,,1].· J I •· li:'t ·.·: .···•• ~~, .. .- -:j 1: .. , .. m , .f:-c;:' .. 1' -·,: • :·:: :1:~~~ Ill t.: : t·. • ~T{ ..... ( ·.: . ~?·.t.. _;; ll .. ·, : .. _, , :. ~ :;· . : . - r ! 

\-..:~5·· ·-... -~-~!'-'···(. ;d: •:;; 't..c.t,· -:~'i=F~~-~~ rs:::!l i··:-~,. .~~i~!f~-... '!. r ~; Jw a . i 
,':•t·· .... ··:..,: #..::,.~;~, ,.j!.\~!• ... p• • r·~'•, Q. ft I 

0 

'• • 111-'l, .. r .. '.''. ' '• tl .... ! ' ·)~.--~:-!;:-;;- . .- •. ·::.~~-,.-:-·' aH 111$ .,-f'l ... (•-~ li:~ ·:· ~-: ... : ,._.·· · ·.:t :tc. · 

. ),+· ~ -· . '. . • I I ·t ·-(If- ·R ... ~ . fir· ·i, Jr e.~ " . :· . • t· .jl ' i ·t~r~~~~~!·-~·:.::;!\i-t:·~~ ... ·";-ai·-S_~-~~· · '-.::- ~[i~:~~~~s:::·~i:·.: ::.:· ·.;_.-· . .----_! f1f ~ fii~~-· ~-·,.,·-~~~·i ·· .:;• ·-uil ~--11.~-~J,·~~ m.-<·~[·· iee•.-: l · tt • - - · -t .... § . «ll~· ( . ,,. • •• Oti' ·~~ W ..... n 10'1:" • ~~f C,. a . . . ·'C ( -; .. :: ,.· . : -. . : --· . i • " ~ c r .. ' ~ . )> • li . . .. . I :r . " -~ . . . .,-" ..,. . i 
. .. . 1 , ~· t._ ~ •' a ._ () .ft V • f ·- --

8 

~. 
::.. ' ,' ~ . : -. -. . {; ;, -f I • ; ~ ;: 'f r· i rri ii t·' ! ~. B' ~:··. i: . r I . 1 ~-- 0. E~ Iii 
·= . c. f. ~.... 4 _, :. r r ~. o~ . • ... • i. .:: ~ ' . ·. ~ \t .. . : . . .. • .. • ·'" 2 ~ . • ~ .. .. . ' . . ., '" . l ... r[~i((; .•• _..t a a . --l~ ·U· H - . I ,c. r. ~t;; 

. i . '- ci -~511: t. -~~ltlC. .. t!f ·.· *~ r..,· :!~ ·.J~ r$' fl. ~( r~f{;>rJf. Jt.-'o' 
:.· ~ "~£~~~J·;[f ";Jl" ! n &a~ o~ ff!{J t (I =l}}!!Ul . z: fP 
: 1r ~"' ,li..tt .-.. ~·1 [ .. : , {~:a. tf'' L~ 1.!1 1 :. - " ~ •:!";,it 1 . -• ~ 

IT " c ( • ,. l li. ~ tr e I' fl f . - - l'T'I 

: .. ~ :.; .. &; • .. ...... • ... & ~~ ~l- .1 ' ·. ... . :.., 
f :;. (.. 

0 
• i J' 2" ~ 1L . i tl i r!' .. :: ~ 11 ,, t . c.. -.l ~ ·;. 0. _}.- l. 

• w ~a o " .... D" .. 
10 

ii: ,. o. JJ so r • - .., tt ~ - 1 - e .... ~ · · · .?-:
1 

~ · 1· ~r~.;:••K"··~. w·,.~~• . c .i' •11 .~ · . 
0

o .. , ... _,, : - il<i c • . -.A ~ • . • a 0 90 ,. &'ll • :. ::;: • 

' ·l&;n~~ r{ti~!Lt K~£--~~ nil' • J ;, .. t) f£. -,· ' 
. , [~ •• •• i.~..;tt"· ~ · ~r,.. •r ~<'~ ,l., .. ~ ~' ; • 

6 

tt •·• ""t!l" l! n 11: !' fM • ~ ·:• -. ·; ~~r!itt~}ts~:;=~~.t_::'H" • .... l1. -~i,,·:-~;: . 
·' 1:•1llrr:t~•:· !C' .. oqeiH•··-·•·,;•iil t~ i I.e ,..!-~--·····. . ~, i" ln;..l ... '!.; ue~a ... Jri}'·'·'J'll·~ .. e • ~: ·•·:..·.,...,,, ' ~ & .. fit-! t~P'-.:;•:"~·~·4 ~.,!~t-~:·aa~": «! c , I !.··~·:.,>~u·- - ~ ( ~ .. "l:!.."~f"r' ~--t t:

1
·ca l-l~·.-· . l:'r. g~ -" ·; -~-;-~~ '!', : . :. ·· 

, "~ I:J'" [..,_&. ..... ; r t J • "· -. ~ • 1r ...... f' ~.. c,1 ... -. .. • . r •, It i .. f ;. ... . I •.. :. f !. : ·. ~ . . ..... _ ' F';r:~-;: ..,... ,. - ·. ' ' : to "' ,.. • ., .. - 1i' • • ,._ ·- - r "" 

: ~ ..... ! ~e:: ~r:J.~-1-~: u ";. c ··:;· ... ~ ~_.'il .. · E · .1 : · • r·_;:--t i: 
- . f: • I! lr ij 'J _,. I t f': l tt I • .. ' -}- l: I} ., .- . . . ·. ll... 1 • • • 

i t · . -x; ~ .. -. :; :·~ ~~ • ·: fi: -· .• ·= · · · ·· ~ a ··.. · · · • · ~- .' .... -- .:· 
·: . :. : . .·. ·: :,; "" -...... :·.: ..... ,' .!·. £r., ":.. :.,_ : . .. I . . '~-,,,~, . ~ -"""" ; ~: :::~. , - . . .: __ -i ;: : • • : ~) ~, :_:. - -:-: . . < :-::: -, ;;'':-~( . :-:,<;_r: -· ·. . 

..r 

~-.-.----

L:2'2:!.. !:!:D 

·. i 1j·"'; . : . . ~ 

.? 
~ ~ 

;:o 
() 
)::> 

s;: 
0 
0 
00 
...... 
00 _.. 



I 
Po;~e ~o 

-~'""-----

~JIO.\tW lib& wu all'llr totJcb&cl on tha b&rt •kifl gr t«<-Cblt.Q under har drua. 
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·:;At. l:.:f9!f:k~Oi.t;~:.l:';~~I,Q.e~lhd...ud ef:41:«4 ·\14 hat! q\w~c!~~~······ 
-~ ab. A.. •••a oocbing &Pd h•~rd nothin~ ~bout cho problo~ •t the chu4ch an~, 
tb.e.t Nil uawr t.al~e:d. t::~ !Hu; Alx>\lt any t!)ur;hirrs. 

. ' . 
Ar; ltU P.M. 7 l>T"DI.I~!tt h«ir avugllt.r ca th• ct •t!on. ~$······ 

t 
ato&t84 t.b.ac: 1M t-1 on y:;nl duty lt c:.h4 c:;IUJ.;-cb .and w l'U!Wr u e.an vzythtTI.jS. Sn• 
at.;.tu J'&fbllr atf-111 Cl\ th. boy'• p1.ays;oun.U l!lOit: Qf c:.ha t.J. .... 

1 $gta. l~tt•~ and ~1~ q~eatioa~d ~no wa• ~~~ ~•re of any 
p~obl~ .~ •~hoal aA4 ~ ae&rd ~ atoriea •bou~ g1rlo s•e~1na tc~chad ac •~bPoL. 

I 
I 
! 

· 3 . · · J:a~.~&,ht ba.r d&U;ht.er; "Btl 9 ~ to the Hatton. ~ llt.au<f tb ~l.,j ~!it~;~ alw tw•l'ti U l':l~Jr'!h Sch<x>1 t11et "~" tliff~r~nt wu wh~n !'et~r told 
tbllm to ... t.lt·4W~ !:r:oa. cbt -.n &l: tlwl back of tba church, (t;h1• h !.l:lde~cant 
u.po~uz. e.u4 •t Lb. ra.at' 'o)f tha ,1-.... Teh), ~lwn q11utf.ot~ed ~h.~ l'Ma~ frhmt• vert! at 
•c.bool ;·.abe zu:::eti Hove ~.5) or 311x C6) ;,;.!.;o.!..:r. st:.: ;:~ .;;kw;: ! ~ .;h.l ~u.-... 5 .uid am. •t.ac:!Jd, "Yell~ •be Dl•llt.t41 up II:Odaa." Sh• t:ll.a &bout; ~en:~ 
lo*Ull. aona \lla:!.u· ~;l::ldr chin. Jl.1l<.l 1f )'tl\1 toucfl CMG', yO\i ~·t: •·n·e• on )'OtJl:'_ h4JW14, 

At 4~00 p, .,_ """- REDACTED lrtO""i'n: h.iao lce....,.aughter,REDACTED 1:0 ttwl REDACTED•• -& yw • 
II:AdGR.. II:At.•ci lllloll tloll<i l'lAlL i.aui \Ji: >41•)' ghl~~o :, .. ~,1.6 j,, • .,.._: .. .; ;,)I 41'j'•~t!e .at. 
her t<ll~l. I .. 
Slu! ,. •• --~It!! CCI~- ben: plaY=-t~~1oruzd uvell'd .;!.rll. s~ lt&tcd 

r 
I I 

OCI.:llt vbclu •o• v.U svingiq vl.tll~ in hwr bae!ltyar~l, • cold 
Mt" c!::t.41; vtwe.n. •be cilli t\10 (Z) o£ MJ' g:1:Lfr1utld~J were at K.ecit:at1on. P&rk, a man. 
grabb.M bd' -~ (Z) zi-rl£r.ieQd• etld dta!nd t:he:!; 1n tha buah•w a~, •ha do.tsn'c 

I 

\! 
) I 
. ! 

xl:l¢\l wb&e: b.&pp~Ctc:!c1,-Sbc tolc:l tb.ill &ft:II.:REDACTEDI.airi, ''Lcc:'a go tct ~·c P.J.rk aM. play." 
REDACTED , · 

.,,.. ll~•u:l.alllld ~t c. !WI SI.IM•r cvo (2} \f••ka .a.go •bee "be a.ot tba n.&cua 
ot tDa Jlua.U YU';ta.REDACTED tUte..:; t~t able. ana !let' 1c:I;Uil~•:r bt'iJtb4t;-, lul.l.p,put.,.:v ••·. 

.. ..~·:P~I;.!·;~za,&, .~f.~·~~~~~P- ~,:~~.~~~.~ .. ~A. ~~ED~~~:~.t!,e~¢ ~ .. ~;~- ~; •... 
•·--+--~~f9taM::tii .etrr:t;.na•··a~~"-t~~:i:i!'td.Yt*.~•· · .u~4 n:.•ba cQall.f :.: 

. ' :: a..;,_.;~"r;i~ ..... .aba.!~~~h.Ct=i 'iir'IIM .. ~ft't'lliJ ~'e'" t'r;f: ''T'Iltti-e. at:H! Oil '. 
· : • .. s.a:.o:~.q .~ wu o~t. clm:n:l:l v£~: tlm4 r.atb.r JWcm ~;o14 bn ll!~:ar 

~ ~bur~ .:b&c abo. CQUld ~VIt t~ ~•· lilioll a-c:&tecl •bot vam b<a.~.1Dd tM &lc:.at 
i into c.blt al.U.ca .&QI:l p1cko4 up ·e~:u:~ •t•C:I.l4. Sbot ae:.&c.esd fetbe:- lJJCJOU wu &1: bu 
· d .. k aD4 u-.;e:r: uood bca1C!• -aw:. sa 11.1.d t~~:~t blllp bar :U.ft the •r.:&l:IJ•• or toueh 

but' 1A azq .. .,. 

i 
• I 

It •Pfl4oU'• utu ulki.z:ur: Cb 4111 ~11 ta=tldQ~. th&c: t1&ey ve::• bc:Lug ~ty 
t::u:b.ful; Wet ol tboaa f4tlt 1:b.at,... YP p:-oM to DLU I.I)J ftQ~ha. 

~t.ipti.ne offit:if.:h vera r..ui&hla to con~;~bcr.ate ~'/ eca.Ctl.llllfU\J.s ~~ by-
- a.bbuc Pf taudtl%1& ot; &1:ly $i'X'la at tha 1cbooJ,. . 

,Ul 9! U. ~i. ·~~~~ ~boac r:a.~har.)!.ticJ:Xl. 1111 'IOOIIICl.Y dOIII:l vic:h the boy• pl~oying 
kJ..:.k Dell.. . . ' 

. , ; ·:,:· ' .... 
c. 0. l'QUU., Si!.l:• 

. Sgt. w..&&IAAS, L .• A.s.o. 
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D~.~ 67·._2.6J4~----~---------------Dat•~---·~KK=Y~~5~,~~~9~6~'--------L---foge___!~r~•~~-------
SU?PlfMENTAl to 1).4;a P,CI tltpol"''; 

(A.nnOy itlt." CbUd.ten) 
Vi1:tlm ...J•IRII••Tmll•••-_;__-~

·(1'\ic~ 'if Vie•iml 

0a May 2, 1967, a.t tnOO P.'M.., dled ·thC~ un.dlilt"'igrt4d offi.cH 
.&rwi n•te4 tb.u bad told b.ar l.I:IC~hcr o~:~. .!i'UI14&y th.ac:. f&.tl:or KU!..:KKR 1'14111 t01.1Cn4d 
l::l.ol.r. 1W tb.&A uud. S.: t~r. wu wtxy REDACTED' ~d t>coD. b:r.::~u0 ln; to ~:be .E>oUca S~~~ot.f..on, 

REDACTED vu .-dvi•.d tC.t ~hie vu why •h• vaa quaaticn•o. bue r.h..t: t!La F.at.l~t:r'• 
1\.U!e b.&d DOt boe81l pc vhcn •h• h..t.d badn in .;!lll 1: hurcb to gee:. the st.aC:t..ll • 
.u tiU.I v.u "botll &!: .. ted til.!!: f11the'1:' touched REDACTED in frQQt,, 

REDACTED llta~::-.ct bo~: bu..ab&M b4c1 ~ton• to REDACTED on M=ln.day, Kly 1, 1.967·, 
AAd 1M ~ r.t~-.d ~ t:o a REDACTED Ha tdk.ad cc h.l. ~ on th4 t~tlept.lana &n.d 
cU.d DOt .-.:1'11•• tU.I at t:bc pou.c• u:~,..tSSttti)Q, f.:J ha dlfl not Ktu:llf vny t.%1GY IWl co. 
r.o t;M. pollee ftg.l.Oil.o 

OG Jlfa1 l, 19670 at: 4:20 t.K. P'at.llol.r ~UCXE!l o:dled c.ha, aad :llc!y vent: tc ~:l'wt ~:hul;'~:b 
to d11C!;;U til& .. cu:r, .ind h:c:h.tt' RIJc:nll. ... ,ul:'M them th.c nc.:hins h.ad h..«pp•ncd, 

REDACTED 
0.. &y 1, l%7, tbc:t ll.f!l":ln ,u.a!c:I.,...,A _ oUid "'l'\41'1 they found r:h.t,t: thh h.&d h&pp-encd 
~ ct..u 1 t:bef c;.a1.la4 REDACTED &a&b. 

DD. Ka7 2, 1967, at: .5t4.5 P.M.. t:b.Y aga:t.ss .l:.alk~ to hcha:o ll1CI:ZZ.;. and lla ~.Un lf..&l~ 
not~ b.A4 hlPP'*IMCi• REDACTED in!o1:':81!1d "d .. ~ h . .r t~b.t b .. :.s.•W4 at d.wglu:ar, 
r athll' .IDCJ:Itt •&14 bl eculcS tt'&DdU • .fl.nd M:ru. REDACTED told llifu. tb.at t.b.a:. ~ould ~oe. 
l:rtr 1'4CNia)J', c:ild t~ •be •QUld l .. v-a ta go to ar.wtlloer. cbi.U't::ll • 

.r==. c.\::&y :-~t~ ~ the lltneo~ ~"--- rh.Av f•\c tit'!!: thh ., .. en. • .- 'Pl:obh• cb.o 
·police b.td baafl f.~tit;al:.ias. •lld REDACTED II:& ted aha vu~&G P.:r: d•ua;hter to b1J 
quaae.1011*:1 u 1b8 .fah: t:ba c~'t'Cb. wu .aot t&.,_bS chc ptoper ac tlon in chi• utt:u, 
Sb.o v .. advia«d c:h& autu~ 11011'14 be iaventg.ac:(Jrl. 

oa MaY 3. 1%7, " 1.0:00 A.x.REDACTED called &cd atattael •h• bad cal!Ulcl to 
REDACTED Ali ~l&iiMd tb1 a:l.tv•doa to blJI, .mel be lr.Atri ba VOI.!l.d likt the 
cbl:=~ co ~ ~;Ua Clf tbe -ttel',. &Sid boa w~ld au th&t Lt:: vu do~~a p~:opt:rly. 

REDACTED 
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Pos3ihlo chi~d. molesti~ 
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REDACTED 
PuL..L kA.WE or ~t'U.~~~ •·~J.. ........ 
REDACTED 
A.OCA£:.!1~ 0, C:OWPi. ... fhA~T 

REDACTED 

4-1:3··67 :a 2 !IJO ~ -----· .. -····. _ ... __ .. _ ------··-

.. _ . ..9:-... ~;E.:!!?. .• ~ .. ~ .. e.~.~~---~-·-........ IIIJ •....... ].].at.. . . C'I!.I':'IC 

-~!l~e-~" .. ~.0 the.i:- I'Csi~ence a~.d t:olc! l- i~ wl fe t:h.1t. Father ·Ruclo'e:.- . 

--~~~--~~~-~~~?:.~~~~':!.-~.a~. ~Pn .nol.e:~.~~::!~. ~;':-:l.r.~ ~irls •l!;. tl':~ !lf-!":_OOl and ':!-:"'~=' 

·--!~~--~g~.~--1!!!?.*!~;~ .. her IUI.l~ghter.~. •••••• . . . 

...... lt.:a -~.JlJ.:'...~.~~J •••••••• t:a.ll-ed to t:h.eir. da1.:•1ht·~~, 

-~~~~-·---~~---~-!!!Y..!::: .. ;?~.~. ~~.t:.1?1Jeh .. }tnY, .. 9ir-l_ .• i~ ,a mole:Jt:ir)'J _ .:1n<1 or =.:l:i.'ler·. 

~_!~.!~~H .. --~-!..1·1 -~~-~ .IJ •• tl.!.;~at ... ~1"\~~t' .datJghte.,.._ imt:;W .. no-:hb::r . 

-~5:~--~-P.~I JQJ .~.C:.~!I~~:+.!?~· ..... ~h .. li .. J:h.e\'l st.!te;d ~he .l"'Otll<! 

:_-=~~~c;!_t!t.!.~e?.a:~.SU!!.."!H .. ~:: .. S?.!:l~~c:~RE DACTE D .. .. ..... __ .......... . 
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O.&~e /£-:-.:21~ 
A;ppUc4ticr1:1 for ~~l•.ia~ .t~ti:l1t _;(t.·r:.J..t, ~~ft-<~ 

-REDACTED 
l, 

a.cd 11111· 'DCit a.f.Z~~ a cc.pl&!.tu::, an.d 1:.:q~~ ebcc ,,oruo ta.e iuu~d. l IUJdwr•n=cl 
t~; t~ (tier lroa~~r'a O!f1te or DlotrLc= trr~y'• Oft1~~) 1• ~illLng 

· tQ iH'IMI a ~4~"• bu.~ •w-=-tbel.,.•• do uot aeut.re A !J"c"tocus:.Lotl • 

.._() ~d<V ,It ~"-"-·n·:l ,_.cA; Ya:....C.Iim-c__A,4~~ 
Ckt? d.< ;l'....t.t.L< .........r: A I ~t..fk'l·C 'I 1.?...~'---<Y·-1 

--~------------------------------------------- ~.-- ---·--------

u tne arid wl~.a.t:r. 1 baY« Mt O.•ta c:OCJl'c:ad at 
.lft dAei.dU... - ~=~La. c:=::: ... "'' .. .,f!{l!lll:l. 

REDACTED 

Ad fir.., 
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Archdiocese of los Angeles 
<;~tl•ct:tiK~ /;b~r:<!" lqJni~trv 15 31 I "S .~n~.!'lf.'~ 
(7.1_>.) 7. ~I· f.1(l'll. · \\':>otr··llnth c,,llfrmlii\ 
rlffk-:(7.11)7<;1 ,,,,1.1 S!r.::o:t <'~fl!'J·II?l 

April 18, 1990 

REDACTED 

D REDACTED ear 

During our phone conversation on March 24, I said I would 
write you a letter. You mentioned to me that you are·already 
in therapy twice a week, at $60 per·hour, with a therapist 
you have come to trust. After a conversation with Father 
Rucker,. :Qe has requested that you ins+rnr.+ vnnr -1-hor~rd c;t 
+n C!orH'I urmr hills directly. to him atREDACTED 

REDACTED . Pacific Palisades, CA 9027~. He says he is 
happy to offer this pastoral help, but doesn't see how he can 
go much beyond a year, bece~.use of the l.imits of his resources. 

I'd like to add my regret that you have carried within you 
for so many years the damaging memory of the hurt you have 
described to me. From our several conversations, you have 
impressed me as a person who, while having some serious 
personal problems, is very willing to take action to address 
them and make progress in your life. 

Please feel free to carom me anytime at (213) 223-8082. 

Sincerely yours, 

REDACTED 

cc: Rev. Neville Rucker 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
1531 WEST NINTH STREET 

LOS ANGELES, CALl FORN lA 90015-1194 

(213) 251-3200 

({~~c~' (:~· ::,'., /"';~5;; 
-......... · 

OFFICE OF VICAR FOR ClERGY 
(213) 251-3284 

April 5, 1990 

Rev. Neville Rucker 
Corpus Christi Church 
887 Toybpa Drive 
P.O. Box 887 
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272 

Dear Neville: 

Enclosed is a proposed letter from REDACTED to REDACTED 

but before sending it .out I wanted to first check it with 
you. In paying bills, it is always advisable to use a 
cashier's check, although a personal check is also acceptable·. 

Enclosed also is the name of another lawyer who has been 
recommended to me. I do hope you will have no need to 
contact any of these names. 

Please give me a call at your convenience, and again,. 
many thanks for all your kindness and assistance in this.' 

Sincerely, 

(Rev. Msgr.) Thomas J. Curry 
Vicar for Clergy 

P. S.: For your information, 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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Neville Rucker 

REDACTED REDACTED 
4/24/90 a woman named called to say that she had met 
a friend from school davs who said she had been abused by Father Rucker. 
This remindedREDACTED 'that she had been abused together with three others. 
This was at El Segundo and Father Rucker was removed. She felt he should be 
retired and said a detective was coming over to her house with the records of 
the event. She wanted to know what kind of counseling he received. She felt 
disturbed to the point that she needed counseling and she wanted to know what 
had happened to him. · 

She was concerned that he was in a parish with children. Being retired is 
irrelevant. If the matter happened no he would be in jail. She is surprised that 
he is still a priest. She asked me to call he back later. 

I calledREDACTED back some days later. She said it was a proven fact that child 
abusers could not be cured--it happens over and. over again. She could not 
understand why they had allowed him to continue to be ·a priest. The names of 
four girls were on the police report. This h~s affected her terribly and she 
thinks sheneeds counseling to go on with her life. No one came to the families 
at the time. The fact that he is retired now gives him more time to do harm. 
The incidents happened while she was in the third or fourth grade. A friend of 
hers was or is in the Police Dept. (I am not sure whether she was referring ·to 
the present or to the past when the incident happened) . He fainily had just 
become Catholic at the time the incident happened. She wishes her parents had 
taken action a at the time. However, her mother was influenced and_ her father 
worked for the city and she feels there was an involvement of the Church and 
the city. 

She is thirty-two years old. She wanted to know what type of counseling he· got 
or if he got a slap on the wrist. There were seven girls she knows. Her mother 
did not believe her at the time, She does nqt approve his being on the grounds 
of the church and school. She feels the mothers of the children have a right to 
know he is a child molester. She is having to pay money for counseling. Now it 
is coming out there were more. She saw him in St. Anthony two years later-
she feels he should.have been excommunicated. She feels he should be removed. 

I told her that I had·'called Father Rucker and he did not remember her name. 
She was very angry that I had mentioned her name. She asked what would . 
happen if he came after her. I assured her I knew that would not happen. She 
was still upset. She said she felt guilty about this. 

I was sympathetic but not able to do much. We left it by REDACTED 
saying that I knew how she felt about the matter. 
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REDACTED JUN 0 6 ·1994 

·\REDACTED 
j 

REDACTED 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
1531 West -Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90015-1194 

REDACTED 

June 2,1994 

) 
Re: v. Father George Rucker. et al. (RCA) 

Dea1REDACTED 

) 

. . · . REDACTED 
On Thursday, June 2, 1994 I had a conversation Wlth 

Father Rucker's attorney concerning his settlement negotianons Wltn 

plaintiff's attorney. · 

, . REDACTED 
He told me that he had spoken to the olamtiff's attorney, -·------

REDACTED He said that REDACTED REDACTED 
R_§:Q~~-~E_D However, he ·toldREDACTED that any judgment-in this case would 
be against Father Rucker only and it wo11ld therefore be meaningless piece of 

( f . th . d . . If) REDACTED 1 . d th 1 paper re errmg to . e JU gment 1tse . exp arne at mo estation is 
not within the scope of a priest's duties. · 

REDACTED 
then offered to settle the case on behalf of Father Rucker for 

RED~CTED , REDACTEDexplain.ed to REDACTED that this was ali the money that 
Father Rucker had and it could be spent for attorneys fees or for settlement. 

REDACTED . . . . . . REDACTED REDACTED • 
1s senously corts1denng the offer, accordmg to w1ll 

keep me advised of the settlement negotiations. 
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! REDACTED 

AffnrnP.v~ fnrPhlint.ifC 
1"""\ r- ........ A ,.......,.-,_.,........ 

REDACTED 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALTFORNTA 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CENTRAL COURT 

15 Coordinat~d Proceeding ) JUDICIAL COUNCIL COORDINATIO~ 
Special Title (Rule 1550(b)) ) PROCEEDING NO. 4286 

16 ) 
THE CLERGY CASES I ) Honorable Haley J. Fromholz 

17 ) Department 20 
) REDACTED 

18 This Document Relates to Los Angeles Superior ) A. "'lSWERS BY PLAINTIFF 
Court Case No. BC307410: ) REDACTED T o 

19 REDACTED ) INTERROGATORIES 
) 

w ) 
) 

21 ) 
) 

22 ) 
Plaintiffs, ) 

23 ) 
v. ) 

24 ) 
DEFENDANT DOE I; DEFENDANT DOE 2~ ) 

25 DEFENDANT DOE 3; DEFENDANT DOE 4; ) 
DEFENDANT DOE 5; and DOES 6 through) 

26 100, inclusive, ) 
) 

27 Defendants. ) 

2s I ~ 
1 

ANSWERS BY PLAINTIFF REDACTED TO INTERROGATORIES 
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REDACTED 

September 11, 1990 

REDACTED 

D 
REDACTED ear 

I am writing this letter with the hope that it will assist 
you both in. your healing process and in securing financial 
reimbursement for the injustice done tc;> you as a· child by 
Rev. Neville Rucker. 

It is my understanding that you were molested by Fr. Rucker, 
your parish priest, when you were six or ·seven years old. 
Fr. Rucker, you said, took you to ·the school hall to watch 

',) a movie. You and he were alone and while on his lap he pen
.. etrated you with his finger. Even though you. remember only 

...:_;:;; this single incident, this invasion constitutes .. sexual abuse. 
As you know, in today 1 s ~ociety sexual violations against · 
children must, according to law,· _be· reported to ·insure. that 
the child receives treatment and that the offender be :h~ld 
accountable. '• ... . . 

L consider your situation no less urgent. The trauma you · · 
experienced as a child continues to affect you deeply~ When .. 
this happened, a part of you ·--:namel-y--y-our---sexuality - went · . 
into hiding. You grew physically, of course, so no one really 
noticed •. However, your relational. development .(i.e;· your 
ability to trust; to give and 'receive love physically as 
well as emotionally) has been greatly affected. For ·you, 
it seems that the trauma is experienced most painfully in 
the physical expression of your affective relationships with 
others. There is a direct relationship between this difficulty 
and your molest by Fr. Rucker. · 

Just as when you '\tlere a child, . those of. ·us in the professional 
and religious commun.ity have an obligation to respond to 
your cry for help and to assist your recovery in any way 
possible. Likewise, we are obligated to bring·this injustice 
to the attention of Fr. Rucker as well as the Church author
ities to whom he is accoun1table. 
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) 
·Fr. Rucker has betrayed your trust. As a member of the clergy 
with power and authority, he has crossed professional, mini
sterial and ethical boundaries. Since you have come to me, 
a psychotherapist, for the purpose of healing this trauma· 
and of reconciling with yourself, it is ~ppropriate that 
you request full reimbursement from Fr. Rucker for the therapy 
you have and will continue to receive from me. 

REDACTED 
You are undertaking a courageous journey, If I can 
be of any further assistance, please let me know. 

Sincere1v . 
. REDACTED 

) 
-y .. -: 
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October 26, 1990 
REDACTED 

1531 West 9th Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90015 

Dear REDACTED 

I am writing to you about a most difficult and painful matter. In 1947, when 
I was 7 years old, I was sexually abused by Father Neville Rucker while a 
student in St. Alphonsus .School in East Los Angeles. Attached to this letter 
is my letter to Father Rucker, describing the abuse·and some of the suffering 
and heartbreak it has caused me. · 

Recently, the Archdiocese of Seattle has held workshops on dealing with and 
preventing sexual misconduct by professional ministers. · I attended one of 
these training sessions in March of 1990, during which the full impact of the 
abuse hit me. It was at this same time that I began to ·deal with it . 
consciously in therapy, and to begin the long healing process of reclaiming my 
wholeness. 

Through this process, I have begun to feel the need to confront my abuser and 
to.ask from him, and· from the system he. served, reimbursement for the cost of 
the therapy to me. While I realize that the ultimate damage to me and my life· 
far exceeds this amount, it seems only realistic to ask for my actual costs in 
coming to terms with this event in my life. 

So far, to the present time, ·I have spent the sum of $8,480 •. I anticipate, at 
the least, another five years of therapy. The total I am asking to be 
reimbursed from the Archdiocese of Los Angeles is $47,400 to cover past, 
present and future therapy. It is only fair that Father Rucker pay some of 
this, of course. I would ask that you work out what you think is fair between 
the Archdiocese and the priest who is the abuser. 

I recognize that this letter may come to you as a surprise and that my request 
is unsupported by a psychologic·al report in this letter. Certainly, if you 
would like documentation of the treatment I have had, the cost, and the 
subject of the therapy, I would be happy·to provide it to you. 

This is a hard letter to write. All my life I have struggled with the trauma 
of this abuse. Now, I am asking you in justice and fairness to respond to me 
pastorally, so that we do not have to face·the specter of the legal system. 
Thank you for your time, for your willingness to hear my story, and for the 
consideration you give to your response. 

o""""'"'""+ .;, , 1 1" 
REDACTED 
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Fr. Neville Rucker 
Corpus Christi Parish 
887 Toyopa Drive 
Pacific Palisades, CA 

October 26, 1990 

Dear .Fr Rucker, 

90272 

After attending a workshop in March, 1990, on the sexual misconduct of 
professional ministers, presented by the Archdiocese of Seattle, a deep wound 
and scar surfaced in me, for whii::h you are responsible. 

The image and memory have not diminished through the years, as you might 
think. Nor has the ·cross I bear lessened in time. On the contrary, as each 
year passes (I am now fifty) I realize and feel more keenly the impact of 
sexual abuse. The sexual abuse you inflicted upon me when I was just a little 
child has and will remain with me forever. 

It was a· i ong time ago, though it sometimes fee 1 s ·1 ike yesterday. The year 
1947. I was 7 years old- just a little child. You were assisting at St. 
Alphonsus parish in East Los Angeles. One onv T wns in th~ srhnol cafeteria, 
adjoining the parish auditorium. My mother,REDACTED was visiting 
with the lunchroom ladies .. You knew my mother,Rt:.UACit:.u well. She drove 
the schoo 1 bus and did some secretari a 1 work in the rectory. Perhaps· your 
relationship with her brought you into contact with me. Whatever the case may 
be you took advantage of that connection by using me for your sexua 1 
satisfaction. You were there that day and somehow managed to get me into the 
auditorium. The auditorium was dar!<. Ro1r.rs and rmvs of chairs were set !.!p. A 
movie projector was in place. You put the projector on. Then you sat me on 
your lap, held me, and began to sexually abuse me. You placed y<>ur fingers in 
my vagina. It seemed as if at least fifteen minutes passed before you were 
finished with me. I remember the moment you left me standing alone as you 
went on your way. I was confused, a 1 one and afraid. I 1 ocked myse 1 f in the 
parish hall bathroom. I never told anyone. I couldn't. I was too ashamed. 
But now it is time to tell and hold you accountable. 

The most significant consequence of this childhood abuse has been a lack of 
ease in my physical relationships. In order to work through my fears, I have 
been in therapy and most likely have years to complete this process and move 
towards healing and recovery to the degree possible. 

Because of the damage you inflicted upon me by sexualiy moiesting ·me, r· ask 
that you reimburse me for a 11 past therapy, present therapy and a 11 that wi 11 
be incurred in the future. The total amount I am requesting is $47,400.00, 
while I realize that the ultimate damage to me and my life far exceeds this 
amount, it seems only realistic to ask for my actual costs in coming to terms 
with this event in my life. 

T h.:~\1~=> .::nunht l~=>n.:~ 1 counse 1 and written to your REDACTED 
REDACTED and a copy of this letter has been enclosed. Hopefully your 
pastoral response to me will forego any need to pursue the legal system. 

T ;:JIM;;dt \lf"lllr rf'l<::nnn<::P 

REDACTED 

408858 
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cor<pas cbr<fs-ci cbar<cb 
887 Toyopa Drive a Pacific Palisades, California 90272 • (213) 454-1328 

A Catholic parish community building the Body of Christ in Pacific Palisades, California 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
Dear 

May 4th, 1991 

If it is amenable to you, I would like to come up 
to Seattle and meet with you either under the auspices 
of your Diocesan Dispute Resolution Process or some 
other type of meeting of your choice. 

Hopefully this could lead to a process ·of healing. 
If this proposal is agreeable_, I will try to arrange for 
whatever you wish. Please let me know your preference. 

As to financial con13iderations, obviously I am not 
--~ w~al thy (having spent 12 years as Pastor of Inner-city 

Black Parishes), but I will do my best. 

My mother left me a few shares of Putnam stock 
some years ago worth about $5,000 when she died. It 
should be worth double that amount now~ , I will sell 
them and turn the proceeds over to you as soon as it is 
possible. 

Hoping to hear from you soon, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Our Lord, 

/j/}' ~!/J' /f.( • Jiz I J 

. : .11~~~ .·:\0.\.-~/.1/~~~ ... :':~:. 
(Rev.) Neville Rucker, 

Pastor Emeritus 
cc: Bishop Stephen E. Blaire 

Rev. Timothy Dwyer, Vicar of Clergy 
REDACTED I • 
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REDACTED 

Rev. Timothy Dyer, Vicar of Clergy 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
1531 West Ninth St. 
Los Angeles, California 90015 

Dear Fr. Dyer: 

Oct. 12, 1991 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter to Fr. Neville Rucker. He asked 
that I include you in. this correspondence with a potent:!-al treatment 
facility for him .. 

First, let me express my appreciation to you for whatever you did 
to encourage and/or allow Fr. Rucker to come to Seattle to meet· with 
his previous ·victim. His ability to come, to faee her, to let. her 
tell him how· his abuse of ber .has impacted· her whole life, and to 
acknowledge his fault,· has been most. he,lpful .m ·her :continued 
healing. It . has been our experience that some dioceses attempt to 
protect priests · fro·m facing the responsibility of 'theii .. past ·abusive 
actions. . I am deeply grateful that you; in . beha.J.t: 'of the · . · 
archdiocese of Los Angeles, acted with such· integrity .. in thiS case. 
It has also been our experience that a victim •·'s · understandable. anger 
toward the church as a whole, and resultant. need to pursue· costly 
legal action, is dramatically reduced when they (victims) perceive 
the church as acting with honesty, compassion, and.·integrity .in 
regard to the past abusive actions of church per;sonneJ. •. 

. . 
Obviously, my first concern was. for the victim 'in this case. 
However, I a:m also a:mcerned that the perpetrators of sexual abuse 
also have an opportunity for recovery. After meeting . Fr ~ Rucker, 
my sense of him is that he said all the right th.IDgs (acknowledged 
his sexual assault or.REDACTED when she was seven years old, told her 
·it was his fault and not her fault, etc.), but he attr.i..butes blame 
for the incident ·outside himseJ£. I WCI.S also concerned about the 
fuwwing: · 

• REDACTED He adllll.tted only what could recall, and did not 
.acknowledge anything beyond that, or add any de'l:9il. 

He spoke of feeling remorse, but gave no affective :indication of 
feeling sor.row, sadness, empathy, etc. d~g our sessions. · 

He in~isted that his sexual assaUlt. of REDACTED was caused solely by 
his use of excessive steriod medications prescribed by his physician 
at the time --he took no personal responsibility for the action. . 

d f . aft REDACTED d h th . t h d At the en o our sessJ.Ons, er an er erapJ.S a 
left the room, Fr. Rucker said to me: "Well, God called me into 
the priesthood and God doesn It make mis+r:t k't=>C:: - so I assume all of 
this happened as part of God 1 s plan for REDACTED salvation" • 
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This was the first time I had heard anyone lay responsibility for 
their sexual abuse of someone on God's doorstep! 

I have outlined these concerns because it is clear to me that Fr. 
Rucker has insulated himself against actually feeling responsibility 
for his actions. By definition, he is an "untreated sex offender" -
and I want to enlist your support in encpuraging . his involvement in 
treatment. We rarely see a sex offender with only one victim. 
That reality also concerns me. 

Again, thank you for your assistance in this. case. Please Jet me 
know if there is anything further I can do regarding Fr. Rucker's 
treatment. Also, please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions or comments regarding this co:rrespondence. 

1""1..!-----,- ... 
REDACTED 
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• I 

REDACTED 

COMPENSATION AGREEMENT 

I j G. Neville Rucker, agtee to payREDACTED the 
total sum of $5?;370.00 to provide reimbursement for past 
therapy expenses in the amount. of $8,430;00; future 
therapy expenses estimated to be $9,600.00; compensation. 
for travel and sick leave taken from work for therapy 
totalling $12;340.00; and a partial compensation for 43 
years of mental anguish and suffering iri the amount of 
·$25~000. 

I agre~ to pay this amount in two installments: as 
follows: 

$1i;OOO.OO 

$44;370.00 

·REDACTED 

paid June 3, 1991 

paygble by September 1, 1991 

Kt:UAvlt:U 

Juiv 24, 1991 
REDACTED 

DATE ' 7 
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REDACTED 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

September 5, 1991 

REDACTED ,, 

Re: REDACTED Rucker 
our File No.: 18894 

Dear Ms .REDACTED 

Father Rucker was in my office today concerning the July 24, 1991 
settlement agreement. I told him that I though it would be a good 
idea to .set forth the payments and balance of that agreement. 

The agreement called for payment of $55,370. According to my file 
the following payments have been made: (1) $11,000, by personal· 
check on June 3, 1991 (canceled check in file) ; (2) $15,000 by 
personal check on August 6, 1991 (signed acknowledgment in file); 
(3) $13,000 by personal check on August 22, 1991 (check cashed per. 
bank but acknowledgment not yet. received); and, (4) $9,370 by 
personal check on August 28, 1991 (check not yet cashed per bank; 
acknowledgment not yet received}. If my arithmetic is correct, 
this leaves a balance of $7,000. 

Father Rucker will be away until S-eptember 14, 1991 and upon his 
return he will send you the balance of $7,000. Father Rucker will 
expect you to return the agreement marked "paid in full., 11 signed by 
you and dated, and a general release of all claims. If this 
presents a problem for you, please contact me. 

"ITor'\r +-rn 1 'I.T un11-.-C! 

REDACTED 

) cc: . Father Nevil.le Rucker 
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cor<_pas cb~fst:f cbarzcb 

' I 

REDACTED 
Dear 

Sorry for the de;Lay in sending you this final 
J?ayment, but I have had trouble borrowing this last 
~7,000 Finally, it has arrived and you will find 
it enclosed. 

Would you please return to me the original 
settlement agreement marked ''paid in full 11 , signed 
by you and dated, and a general releasA of all 
claims. 

As a further sign of my regrets and my hopes 
for your complete recovery, I have enrolled you 1n 
the [·:larianist Alliance for a perpetual remembrance 
in all their prayers and rnasses Bnd a promise of 
remembrance in all my m•n1 prayers and Masses as 
long as I live. 

P. 0. BOX 887 

Sincerely.yours in Our Lord, 

.?!~.~ 
(Rev. ) Neville Rucker, · 

Pastor Emeritus 

.PACIFIC PALISADES. CALIFORNIA 9027:2 

RECTORY: 887 TOYOPA DRIVE 

!2131 454-1328 

408869 

RCALA 00881:3 

CCI 005463 



September 26, 1991 

Dear Fr. Rucker, 

Thank you for the past payments. I ani very appreciative of your· efforts to 
meet the financial agreement. I perceive the recompense as a concrete symbol 
of your continued desire to say you are sorry . 

. Th9ugh I continue to struggle with the effects of the abuse and the anger 
which sur.faces from time to time, I do forgive you. It is my hope that ·in the 
words 11 I forgive you,'' there' is freedom f<;>r you and freedom for me to journey 
forward without the additional weight of withholding forgiveness or not 
receiving forgiveness. 

··.y 

I khow the words 11 ! forgive you" will not dissolve my anger nor take my pain 
-_·), or cha 11 enge away. But I can move on now and so can you with more freedom, 

ease and grace than ever before. 
·-...... 

Thank you for coming to Seattle, saying·"I'm sorry,".sharing your story and 
compen-sating me for my therapy and pain. These expressions are receiyed by me 
with ~ratitude. · 

May you know freedom and be graced in ways yet unknown to you. 

With aooreciation, 
REDACTED 
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L/) ,, , REDACTED 

IJ.l!YvL 

September 26, 1991 

Dea·r' Fr. Rucker, 

Thank you for the past payments. I am very appreciative of your efforts to 
meet the financial agreement. I perceive the recompense as a concrete symbol 
of your continued desire to say you are sorry. 

Though I continue to struggle with the effects of the abuse and the anger 
which surfaces from time to time, I do forgive you. It is my hope that fn the 
words 11 I forgive you, 11 there is freedom for you and freedom for me to jot,Jrney 
forward without the additional weight of withholding forgiveness or not 
receiving forgiVeness.· · 

I know the words "I forgive you" will not dissolve my anger nor take my pain 
· ··.) or cha 11 enge away. But I can move on now and so can you with more freedom, 

.· . ease and grace than ever before. ·. · 
.. :_:;1 

Thank you for coming to Seattle, saying "I'm sorry," sharing your story and 
compensating me for my therapy and pain. These expressions are received by me 
with gratitude. 

May you know freedom and be graced in ways yet unknown to you. 

With aooreciation, 
REDACTED 

":· .: :.. .1 REDACTED ..---- l 

/ :-. ./(j J ~ .1 . / j 4 
~ /vv · A.//(/ l 

, -"'1 ,. t) REDACTED 
. Ct/1·1JJC 

) 
/ 
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RELEASE OF ALL CLt\IMS 

. I REDACTED do hereby release Fr. Neville Rucker of all further 
claims related to the compensation agreement of July 4, 1991. 

Said compensation agreement has been paid in full. 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

~ESS 

. . ., 

) 
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REDACTED 

( Rev. ) Neville Rucker 
Corpus Christi Church 
P.O. Box 887 
Pacific Palisades, Califomia 90272 

Dear Fr. Rucker: 

Oct. 12 I 1991 

According to our agreement, I have located a therapy resource for you 
m the L.A. area. I reCall telling you that it might take some time, 
given the fact that summer can often be· a more diffi.cult time to 
locate people . with vacation schedules, etc. However 1 the process 
took longer than I anticipated 1 and I apologize for this. However, 
after considerable research, I have located and spoken with the 
foJJ.ow.ing: 

·REDACTED 

Van Nuys, Caltibrnia 91411 
Phone: REDACTED 

REDACTED 
Dr. and his associates come highly recommended to me from 
persons. whom I know and. respect in· the field of treating persons 
with sexual disorders. REDACTED is particularly 
helpful tO clergy because they have a special treatment group, known 
t6 its members as the 11 Fallen Angels Group"-a group composed only 
of priests, ministers, and religious oersons who have engaged in 
problematic sexual behavior. · Dr. REDACTED expects you to contact 
him, to arrange for an appointment. After you do so, he will contact· 
me, and with your written consent, I will forward a summary of tl1e 
situation for which we are recommending treatment for you. 

Fr. Rucker, I want to thank you for . your willingness to come to 
Seattle to meet with REDACTED I know it took courage on your part, and 
a sense of wanting to assist iri her healing. I know you have been 
tormented, as you said, for many years becauSe of your abusive 
actions toward her, and I am happy that you are wil.Jjng to avail 
yoursel£ of an opportunity for greater healing yourself. 

cc: Rev. Timothy Dyer, Vicar of Clergy 
REDACTED 

A Ministerial Counseling and Consultation Service for the Archdiocese of Seattle 
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Archdiocese ofLos Angeles 

November 7, 1991 

Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(2.13) :Z.SI-32.84 

1531 
West Ninth 
Street 

Los Angeles 
California 
90015-1194 

REDACTED 

Dear REDACTED 

Thank you very much for your good letter of October 12, 1991 • 

. ') I regret that absences from the office have kept me from responding 
·until now. 

I am most grateful to you for the insight contained in your letter 
and also for your offer of resources. 

Please be assured that I will respond favorably to Father Rucker's 
request for therapy. 

sincerely yours, 

(Rev.) Timothy J. Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 

REDACTED 

Pastoral Regions: Our l<ldy of the Angels S~n Fem<~ncio S<\n Gabriel San Pedro Santa B~rbara 
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REDACTED 

May 19,2002 
/ 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles· 
3424 Wilshire Blvd . 
Los Ailgeles, CA 90010-2241 
mediarelations@la-arcbdiocese.org 

Dear Cardinal Mahoney, 

I am writing in response to. aD: artic~e ~ently printed in the Los Angeles Times regarding 
G. Neville Rucker. · · · 

I Wa5 a student at St. Anthonr's in :Ei Segiindo.Califomia.from t957 to 1965. That's first 
grade until the middle ofCightb. grade. My sister, who is four years ioungeriban me 
Started at St. Anth~ny's in 1962. 

She and I were both molested by then Fr. Rucker. I can go into details if w::Cessary. but 
prefer not to. These are c~ear and vivid memories. During the time that tbis happened, I 
spoke out about it at school; I spoke out·about it at home. The nuns I spoke to told me I 
vias evil and possessed by the devil, this to a 5111 grader, and that I better not speak out 
about it. My parents were afraid of embarrassing the church. There was one girl whose · 
mother did speak out openly, the girl's name wasREDACTE D I still remember her 

REDACTED ft
11 these years because I wish my parents llacl~Wo'i up for me. Mrs. 

:::une "down to the school and put an end tc being called up to the 
rectory to "stuff envelopes" she also removed her from the school. We all lived in dread 
of being called to the rectory (interrupting class time) to "stuff envelopes'", as I got older, 
1 refused to go and then bad to suffer the ridicule of the nuns. The most devastating 
memory ofFr. Rucker is ofhlm fondling by sister's private parts while she bent over to 
take the mail out of a mailbox at the rectory. I remember clearly she was wearing her 
blue plaid unifonn skirt, she' was in sec9nd grade, and her skirt was sbOit because she had 
gotten a little pudgy. This was the most upse!rlng for me becaUse 1 always felt for myself 
I could just suffer and bear it. and if it got too bad I was big enough I eould bit him, but 
my sister was sO small she didn't know bow to fight back. 

: . . . . . . 
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I have never formally cornplruned about this situation other than during the years that it 
happened. My sister and I, as children, always assumed when Fr. Rucker was sent away 
from St. Anthony's that he was sent to some place where they would watch him. As 
adults, we assumed be was probably dead. 

The reason I am corning forward at this time is to support the person that is referred to as 
~ the alleged victim. And to make sure G. Neville Rucker is held ·accountable. He is guilty 

of child molestation. He did do these things to my sister and me, and unless he comes 
forward and admits his guilt, I feel I will need to go further. If you wish, 1 will send you 
the nanies of my fellow student<;. The 5th grade teacher at that time was the only lay 
teacher, her name i~REDACTED aitd she is still a parishioner of St. Anthony's in El 

·Segundo. My parents are also still parishioners of St. Anthony's and still live mEl 
Segundo, they are quite elderly, and I hope no pressure will be put on them. 

I do want to hear from you. Please contact me. 

REDACTED 
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REDACTED 

July 17, 2002 

Archdiocese ofLos Angeles 
3 424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 900 I 0 
Attention: Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 

Re: Our Clients:REDACTED 

Dear Cardinal Mahony: 

Please be advised that this office has been retained to represent the interests of 
REDACTED with respect to incidP.nts nf mnlP.~::~tinn v1~:itPrl 

upon them by G. Neville Rucker. Any further contact with REDACTED 
should be made through my office. 

You will recall that on May 19,2002, botlREDACTED wrote 
to you detailing the incidents of sexual molestation they suffered at the hands 9f 'Father' 
Rucker. Their letters were written in response to the ·articles in the Los Angeles Times of 
May 18, 2002, wherein the child molestation charges involving Mr. Rucker were :first 
made public. Unfortunately, there was absolutely no response from vou or vour 
representatives to their corresnondence until yesterday whenREDACTED was contacted 
byREDACTED While REDACTED found the contact considerate, we are all wondering 
why it took over two months for the contact to occur. 

REDACTED . 
who arP: s1sters, both attended St. Anthony's 

school inEl Segundn Tn thP. r:~sP. ofREDACTED she attended from 1958 unti11965 
. REDACTED . ' 

first grade to e1ghth. attended from 1962 until 1967, first grade to fifth. It 
was during the years of their attendance at this school that these women were molested by 
Mr. Rucker. 

The specific acts of molestation have been described in sufficient detail by my 
clients in their respective letters to you, however, some of the statements therein bear 
repeating. For example, despite the degradation suffered personally byREDACTED she 
descrk~b;c~t6 "most devastating memory" as that of being forced to witness her younger 
sister. . being fondled by F~thP.r Rnc::ker as she bent over to take the mail out ofthe 
mail box in the rectory. Y ountEDACTED felt that while she could bear her own suffering 
and eventually protect herself from Father Rucker, her little sister was too young to 
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REDACTED 
Page2 

prevent the molestation. Thus, as the older sibling, REDACTED must have felt partially 
'bl -t:': h 1 . f. h . Wh. Kt::UAl- I t::U[ b all ' respons1 e 10r t e mo estatwn o . er s1ster. en ater egan to voc y resist 

Father Rucker's efforts to involve her in his trips to the rectory, thus causing a public 
scene, she was rewarded by being expelled from the school, ostensibly for wearing play 
clothes on school grounds rather than the required unifonn, this after school hours. 

REDACTED • • 
For hersett: descnbes a 'game' the school-children would play when 

Father Rucker came on the playground. They would all run from him screaming, "It's 
Father Rucker, run for your life!" The children had turned this awful situation into a game 
to avoid dealing with the emotional horror ofbeing chased like a school offish by a shark, 
all the time wondering who was going to be the next victim. 

I am certain that the emotional damage done to these children by this monster can 
never be fullv under~ood by anyone who.has not personally undergone such trauma. Both 

REDACTED REDACTED h · d · ·li d h th d 1 and ave rece1ve extens1ve counse ng an t erapy over e years to ea 
with the memories ofthese events and the resulting paths their lives took as a result of 
being forced to deal with this awful trauma at such a young age. It is beyond doubt that 
these events altered th~ r.nnrs~ of their lives. For example, it cannot be mere coincidence 

REDACTED REDACTED 
th~t hath and have chosen to assist who are unable to protect themselves. 

REDACTED . REDACTED 
is a kindergarten teacher while donates much of her time at an animal 

shelter. 

Based upon my clients' representations, the abusive acts of Father Rucker were 
well known to all members of the staff a~ this school and yet nothlmr was ever done about 
th . . 0- f h far d . REDACTED h h 'vil d e s1tuatlon. ne o t e nuns even went so as to a VIse t at s e was e an 
would go to hell if she continued to spread her lies about Father Rucker. 'Frankly, th~ level 
of deception and reliance upon the power of the church to frighten parishioners into 
compliant silence in this case is astounding. Father Rucker's actions were brought to light 
by many of the parents and children at St. Anthony's and yet, according to a June 21, 
2002, article in the Times he was transferred to another school and allowed to resume his 
predatory behavior with absolutely no consequences. It was not until-April of this year 
that he was finally removed by the church and then only after the other gruesome 
revelations of misconduct nationwide by priests in the church. 

REDACTED REDACTED 
and were raised by parents who were devout members of the 

Catholic Church and who donated many hours of their time to the church in the form of 
gardening, maintenance and renair work Their narents complete devotion to the church, 
even to this day in the case ofREDACTED is a tragic testimonial to the power of 
your institution over the minds of your members and reinforces the need to distinguish 
between the messa_ge and the messenger, however difficult that may be. This is a lesson 
learned ·vv-ell b)REDACTED who has recently retumt~d to the fold and is a regular member of 
a local Catholic Church. 
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Cardinal Mahony 
Page 3 

Should you wish my clients to provide further details of their experiences and.the 
consequences of the same we will be willimr to do so. Many of those were described by 

REDACTED in her conversation withREDACTED last evening. I am certain that you have 
received, or soon will receive, a full description of that conversation. · 

At this time we are requesting that you provide REDACTED and REDACTED 
REDACTED with a letter of apology from the church accepting responsibility for this 
situation. We are also seeking damages for the mental, emotional and physical trauma 
suffered by these women as children for which your institution is responsible. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

V f'.rv tm lv vnnrs 
REDACTED 

cc: REDACTED 
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8 SUPERIOR COUR'l' OF THE STATE OF · CALIFOmr.tA 

9 FOR TBE CO'ON'TY OF LOS .ANGELES - CENTRAL Dl:STR.ICT 

~0 roo~~T~~OCEID~G 
Sl?EC!AL 'J:'!TLE {Rule. '1.55·0 {b.). ) 

) 
~ 
} 

J.CC)?: 42·8p 

l.:L 

12 
CLERGY CASES I 

"•14 

). 

' .> 
) 
) 

C00RDINATIDN TF,'pli. 'JPI)GE;: 
'llle Ho.norable HALEY J.PROKHOLZ 
J:>ept: 2.0 

~~~~~--------------~> ) ) JANE Ali DOE. , 
') 
') 
)· 
} 
)· 
) ' 
}' 

0--'1$ 
-~·~··· :Plaintiff , 

16 .. vs. PlJITNTIFF 1 s :RE$PONS;ES ar.t~ 
OBJECTIONS TO DEFEJ.in).~S. I 
STANDARDIZED. QUESTIONNAIRE 
DEEMED· SPECIAL INTERROGATORIES 

17 DOE .1, etc-., e:t al., 

18 Defendants. 

1.9 

2l. 

~2 

23 

~4 

25 

26 

______________ ). 
Propo'Wl~ par~: All Defen~~ts 

Responding p~ty: 

Set no. & 

J?l$tiff ~ AR DOE 

one (l.) 

Plaintiff JANE AH DQE· hereby responds ·to -defendants 1 

"Standardized Claimant Q~esti9nnai~e From Def.endants to 

l?lain,tiffs 11 , deemed served .on o:t about January ·2·3, ~006:, and 

.de~ed by Court · Order to ·c.onstitute · speci·al In1;errogato:des 

.propounded by d~~en~ts and each c:>f them to plaintiff. · Cll,VEA'l' RE: 

1 

RE:S.P ,.QF PLAINTIFF TO STANDARDizED QUElSTIONNAIRE/INTERRGGATORY 
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............ 

.. 1 NON-WAIVER and RESERVATION OF RIGHTS: NothLQ,g in these responses 
) 
2 are 1 or shall be deemed, as a wai y.e·r of. the. mediation privilege, 

3 settlement privilege or other privile~e associated with the court-

4 ordereq ·settlement negoti~tion~ ~d any prior documents or 

5 ir,lfol;rnatiQn, previqusly provided in c-onne.c~io;n with those 

6 proceedings by this responding·~arty. 

7 GENERAL OBJECTION: This r.espo:ru:iing'. party objects to. the 

e StanP.ardi·zed. Claimant Que.stionnaire for the rea·son that it .i.s 

.9 violative of california Code of ciyil Proc:equre section 

10 2030(c} {1), 2'030{c) (S:} a.n.d/co~ 20P.3.5, whic.h re.at.ricts ·tl).e number 

J.:l of special inte;rrogato::ties t.o· 35 questions 1 ±nclus.ive of s:ub.-

~2 parts. ·The questionnaire/special interrogatory includes 6'3- or 

J.3 more .separate interxogatories. No det;:J~1;io~ for adqitional 

.. 14 discovery, suppprting these que~tio.nnaire/interrog~tories, 

serve'd w:.i.:tb. the .que.stiotmai:r:e/ir;tt:E?rrosratories. ··' 2s 
~:6 Without waiving ·suc·h seneral objection to the ehtire set, 

~ 7 which is incorporated in ·eacll and every response, plaintiff 

~a furth~r respends ~ qbj~cts as follows: 

:1.9; ~REDACTED 

2·0 

~J. 

24 

25 

'26 

27 

~8 2 
) 

RE.SP. QF· l?LAINTI·FF TO S'I'lUIDARDIZED QUESTIONNAIR.lS/!NTERROGATQR.Y 
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·. 1 REDACTED 
) 

2 

3 

4 

5 

7 ~tto:rn.eys for. P·lain.tiff 

B SUPERIOR. COURT OF WE S'l'ATE OF CALI:FORNJ:A 

9 FOR Tml COUNl"£ OF LOS ANGELE.S - CENTRAL DISTRICT 

10 CGO:®INATED PROCEEDING. 

11 

l~ 

13 

Sl?EC'IAL T1TLE (~ulE! 1.~50 (h}) 

.CLERGY CASES I 

) 
) 
.) 
"} 
} 
) 
) 
:) . 

J'CCI?: 429'5. 

'COORD·INATION TRIJ.).L JDDGEi: 
The Honora.Qle RALEY J.FaOMHOLZ 
Dept·: 2Q 

·•. 14 

.Is 
} 

_, 

~J~ANE~· ·=.~.AH~~D~·O=E~.-~--------------~·) 

) 
Plaintiff, 

16 vs. 

17 DOE J., et:c . , e.t al. ., 

) ' 

) 
') 
) 
) 
) 18 D.ef.endants • ___________________________ ) 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

1 

.(OME NO. ~C2S)..6.~lB) 

EXHIBIT A TQ-
PLAINTIFF1s RESPONSES and 
OBJE.CT'lONS. TO :DEFENDANTS 1 

STANDARDIZED QUESTIONNAIRE· 
DEEMED SPECIAL INTERROGATORIES 

[FILED UNDER ·SEAL] 

EXHIBIT A 
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1 
) The true nam'e of plaintiff, ideritifieq.. ~ the abqv.e-en.titled. 

2 

3 

·5 

7 

9 

J:.O 

11 

l.2 

l.3 

. ~4· 

.)ts 
.. _. __ , 

1.6 

J.7 

J.s· 

l.9. 

21. 

23' 

"2.4 

2"5 

26 

2.7 

2tl 

.ac·tion as JANE· AH !JOEII!I.IIIIIIIIIIIIi•••• 

Plaipti"ff has a1so been known by the name·s 

EXHIBIT A 
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REDACTED 

Attornevs for Plaintiff. 
REDACTED 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CENTRAL COURT 

. RCALA 008841 

· Coordinated Proceeding 
Special Title (Rule 155Q(b)) 

) JUDICIAL COUNCIL COORDINATIO~ . 
) PROCEEDING NO. 4286 
) 

THE CLERGY CASES I ) Honorable Haley J. Fromholz 
-------,,----------) Department 20 

. , ) . REDACTED 
ThisDocumentRelatestoLosAngelesSupenor) AN~u.ro.lH: RV 'PT H~TmJr 

TO Court Case No. BC307410: ) REDACTED 
REDACTED . ' INTERROGATOJtiES 

Plaintiffs, · ) 
) 

v. ) 
. ) 

DEFENDANT DOE 1; DEFENDANT DOE 2:) 
DEFENDANT DOE 3; DEFENDANT DOE 4; ) 
DEFENDANT DOE 5; and DOES 6 through ) 
100, inclusive, ) 

) 
Defendants. ) 

) 

-------------~-----------) 

.REDACTED 
----.~~N=-s=~=rE=R~s=sy~p=L~A~~~IF=F TO INTERROGATORIES 
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VERIFICATION 
STATE OF CAUFORNIA, COUNTY OF Los Angeles 

I have read the foregoing ANSWER BY PLAINTIFF REDACTED TO 

.=I""NT'""'""E,..RR~O"'G""A'"""T"'"O""'R"""'I~E""S'----=,......-------------~------- and know its contents. 
0 CHECK APPLICABLE PARAGRAPHS 

00 I am a party to this action. The matters stated in the foregoing document are true of my own knowledge except as to 
those matters which are stated on information and belief, and as to those matters I believe them to be true. 

D I am D an Officer D a partner D a of 

a party to this action, and am authorized to make this verification for and on its behalf, and I make this verification for that 
reason. D I am informed and believe and on that ground allege that the matters stated in the foregoing document are 
true. D The matters staled in the foregoing document are true of my own knowledge, except as to those matters \'i'lich are 
stated on information and belief, and as to those matters I believe them to be true. 

D I am one of the attorneys for 

a party to this action. Such party is absent from the county of aforesaid where such attorneys have their offices, and I make 
this verification for and on behalf of that party for tha·t reason. I am informed and believe and on that ground allege that 
the matters stated in the foregoing document are true. 

Executed on April 24, 2006 •. at MAGALIA , California. 

1 declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the StateREDACTED 

REDACTED 

PROOF OF SERVICE 
10138 (3) CCP Revised 511/88 

STATE OF CAUFORNIA, COUNTY OF 

I am employed in the county of --,---------------------
1 am over the age of 18 and not a party to the within action; my business address Is: 

, State of California. 

On, -----------------
I served the foregoing document described as 

---------------- on In this action 
D by placing the true copies thereof enclosed in ·sealed envelopes addressed as stated on the attached mailing list 
0 by placing D the original D a true copy thereof enclosed in sealed envelopes addressed as follows: 

DBYMAIL 

D •1 deposited such envelope in the mail at , California. 
The envelope was mailed with postage tnereon fully prepaid. 

0 As follows: I am "readily familiar" with the firm's practice of collection and processing correspondence for mailing. 
Under that practice It would be deposited with U.S. postal service on that same day with postage thereon fully prepaid at 

------------------ California in the ordinary course of business. I am aware that on motion of the 
party served, service Is presumed Invalid if postal cancellation date or postage meter dale is more than one day after date of 
deposit for mailing In affidavit 
Executed on , at , California. 

D **(BY PERSONAL SERVICE) I delivered such envelope by hand to the offices of the addressee. 
Executed on , at , California. 

0(State) I declare under pena_lty of pe~ury under the laws of the State of California that the above is true and correct. 
0(Federal) r declare that I am employed in the office of a member of the bar of this court at whose direction the service was 

made. 

Type or Print Name Signature 
'(BY W.IL SIGNATURE MUST BE OF PERSON DEPOSITING ENVElOPE IN 

!W'IL SLOT. BOX. OR 6AG) 
-(FOR PERSONAL SERVICE SIGNAil.IRE MUST BE Tl-iAT OF MESSENGER) 

S ~ Rev.7/99 au Qns· 
L®, :llus 
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REDACTED 
Mynameie 
CA. 

PERIONALSTATEMENY 
REDACTED, · 

, born May 1n Panorama Clty, 

p.2 
P~ Bl 

I am filing a CXJJl'lplaint of sellUiilll nMseonduct against Fmhar G. NUYIUe Rueter, 
paiMh priest at St.~ Church, 2846 S. Mal1llftaid Ave, Loe Angelel, CA 
90018 in May Of 1971. 

In May of 1971. atmne years old, after several years d SaWrday morning 
religioUs classes, I was prap;ring for my find confeuion and fiat Hotv 
Communion. These aN lmpal'tant celebrations in the CetholiG Churm and the 
OCCIIIion ia calebnated with family and friends. I wu ao excled. Jl.llit one mare 
step: My re~Gicus lnatrudion had prepared me fr!l' W1J8ks for my individulll 
confaaion with our parillh pnest,·1h!l ta1t stllp befcrD the lang anllclpalad 
celebration. lwa iMtNcled on how to conduct myHif bllfant the priallt and to 
ml!lfiiCI'ize prayers. 

All lilt in a claaroom with aH the other children hat hid alto IJI'8IIB8d for lhei" 
fir8t confesaian anti communion. my relgloua aduaallan tllllld.- c:elllld my name 
lettinG me lcnGW It wa naw my tum to meet wilh lhe ptiMt in b l*ilh rectoty. 
The p&rillh fl!ldDrV is nar~~W!Iv off limits ao this was my tnt Wilt and r didn't know 
what ID 81qMICt ' WID edremely amdoul but COIIfideat IWDB PftiPIJIIId far my 1lnat 
comulan. 

Aa I entered 1he NCIIDfY I wu eaocxted to Fedher Rucker's cffioe. He watcamad 
ms and fmm behind his desk 11\Gtioned me to mit in a cMJir in friant afh desk. I 
sat dawn and he lll!ikl!d if l we llfliMM and I said "yo!!r. He Aid I stiCUidlft be 
and that l1d worioed wwy hard forthil beeaecl eYent. AJ.1hil paint he pUled hil 
chalrf'Rim betllnd the delk to lp8llk to me face-to:facu and elirninatlltthe barrier. 
This ....... llllllad my nervou&llesB and ~me rala. He Blklld me 18\1181111 
quedana like whlil CDinlftllniGn I1'IDift to me and what iiJ a A. he tlllbJd1he 
quadons I did nadca hllwalnching cla&ar. AI same .paint. and qUIB tixpecledly, ,_put hll hMd an my knee. I rwnernber thkaldlll haW big hll handi.WIIf8 and 
that ttW part~ lba II'MI8811J I didn't lk8. Then I N !zed R he aU.eclmcn 
questione enc1 Willed for raspana1a .,. hand ... a11J!11P1n8 up mrtiah-n. 
iOUC:t*tg BCaled me. t wantad this inter•iew to end. I wanted to run. I wanted my 
mom. I waiiiKI to yd.._., Yet, a a nine year aid d1ld I knew thla wu a . 
Prielt. my priae.llnd he WCMJ~dn't do--ing to hurt nB n thllt my ndtcr 
Vilalldft't put me In hlilnn'a way. The chldlen hit Wlll1t befcn me hldrft l&it . 
a~ ~ al didn't &II)' •stap•; hawaver, I did mowt fUfther back in my 
c:Nir hGpino thts.would rna him ~top. He wu undMI!im!ld and canllnued to inch 
his hand bthar up my thigh. 

AI the ~ I ramember with dlsguat hia heavy breathing while talking about 
Gotl'a low and Goers forgiveness When we have offended ttrn. 

l 
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I remember so well being panicked and my heart beating fast I think at this point 
he saw the panic in my faee wt1er1 his fingers touched my panties, tt was al8o at 
thrs same time that something interrupted him, either the ·tefephone ringing, or 
someone knocldng on his office doer, I don't remember which, but he abruptly 
stopped ami said eokay you can gc back lo ciSlss". 

Walking back to class I foughl back the tears that I warded to CIIJ. In lhe 
classroom l remember feeling like everyone 'MI$ vMching me. Even at nine 
years old I knew what he had dcne to me was wrong end I remember being 
afraid far everyOne that went lifter me. 

That same day I asked my mom who has dedicated her life to the catholic 
Churth's p;inclplat and values howe priest is~ ID touch ycu. She. of 
coui1J8, told me, but her description didn't conespond with how Fllher Rucker 
had touc:hed me. I knew then I never wanted to go the pariWt n!!!do:y again. I elllo 
knew I didn't like Father Rucker. 

Some rncmths later it was &rlnounced 1hat Father Rucker was leMing aur pariah 
and going to a parish in Pacific Pall ....W. I remember being l1lieved tlulll would 
I"'II!M!Jf have to see or be in his presence again. 

When the fad& d Father Rudrer"s aorted past camD to light I tdd my malher 
about my own abuse at the hartds of Father RUCker • 

My mother~ vivldiy that day ovarihirl.y yean ago wheln I asked hei
•tmw a priest a ;uppoed tD 1IDudl ycu?" She didn't tmow m qusdan "wtitf. in 
my IMccenca til youth I didn't~ she would be my paGDc~SDJ to I ·dilln'\ knoW 
haw ta.tal her than. Now I dol She il deva&ta1ed end feels she fllll&d me. She is 
experienQng hl!r awn ematlonel tunnal as the parent of a chikl •bused by a 
priest in a parish ehe has devoted ._ r.re to. 

I never told my father (NNP deceaSed) baaule I couldn't deal wilh the 
napen::uaions. My f8ttler told me my entinJ life growing up that "nobody will aver 
hurt my litlla gin,• and t know he meant every word. I also kneW hn I couldn't 
say aut loud haw lhkl man had Yiaeatlld me. 

Then as an adult. martr yean~ latsr. warldrtg in Pacific P•lisadeS I saw him and I 
was an emotional Wl8dc far monUas aftei"W8lifti. This chance fnllll!tfnQ rekindlard Ill 
the anxiety~ wlh the memory of that day. I thought I WCKIId nawr have 
m be reminded again. 

Prier to rec:ant ewns rd never spoken of this eperience in iiB entirety 1D anyena 
except my hut!IDIDnd when we Wllft having &elWal ~in OifJf marriage 
relaled 10 touching. · 
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PAGE 83 

1 herv& shed many teGn. ana tlcr'low there are mote to come • I go through ltW 
·necessary eW ti'MI11'1altici process. ~ haw! two ~ sons IMt I am f'Siillng In 
the cathalic ct:Meh and 1 don't BV9f want whlllt happened eo me to happen to 
them or another chikf anywtwe. I want victims ewnywhere to know b oby to 
so earn to 1he mountain tcpe "NN" and not b:e lifnlid to f!!ll someone about the act 
and 11\e ~~the petpatsator. 

REDACTED 

3af3 

408949 

RCALA 008848 

CCI 005543 



RCALA 008849 

TAB28 
408950 

CCI 005544 



RCALA 008850 
I 

'· 
! 

). Claimant Questionnaire 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

CCI 005545 



RCALA 008851 

TAB29 
408955 

CCI 005549 



) 

··~ 

1 

2 

3 

4 

~ 

6 

7 

8 

9 

REDACTED 

1 0 Attorneys for Plaintiff, 
REDACTED 

11 

12 

13 

14. 

SUPER TOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALTFORN1A 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CENTRAL COURT 

15 Coordinated Proceeding ) 
Special Title (Rule 1550(b)) ) 

16 ) 
THE CLERGY CASES I ) 

17 ) 
) 

18 This Document Relates to Los Angeles Superior ) 
Court Case No. BC307410: ) 

19 REDACTED 

20 

21 

22 ) 
Plaintiffs, . ) 

23 ) 
v. ) 

24 ) 
DEFENDANT DOE 1; DEFENDANT DOE 2: ) 

25 DEFENDANT DOE 3; DEFENDANT DOE 4; ) 
DEFENDANT DOE 5; and DOES 6 through) 

26 100, inclusive, ) 
) 

27 Defendants. ) 
) 

28 ) 

JUDICIAL COUNCIL COORDINATIO~ 
PROCEEDING NO. 4286 

Honorable Haley J. Fromholz 
Department 20 

AVQWli'.tH;: RV PT.ATN'Tml?REDACTED 
REDACTED T 0 

INTERROGATORIES 
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REDACTED 

Attorney for Plaintiffs 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CENTRAL DISTRICT 

Coordinated Proceeding 
Special Title (Rule 1550(b)) 

) JUDICIAL COUNCIL COORDINATION 
) PROCEEDING NO. 4286 and 4297 
) 

lnRe: 

THE CLERGY CASES I arid II~ 

) Honorable Haley J. Fromholz 
) Department 20 
) 
) CLAIMANT QUESTIONNAIRE WITH 
) ATTACBEDSTATEMENTOF 
) OBJECTiONS; PROOF OF SERVICE TO 
) SOUSA. COM- NON-RELEASED CASES 
) 
) Plaintiff: Dennis, Jackie 
) Case No.: BC301867 
) 
) __________________________ ) 

STATEMENT OF OBJECTIONS 

Th Cl 
. . . f l . .ffREDACTED 

e rumant Questwnnal!e o P amtl releases, having been deemed by 

this election to be Answers to Special Interrogatories, the following objections to the 

"interrogatories" of the Claimant Questionnaire, and hereby preserves the following objections 

for all further. purposes in this action: 

1. To the extent that any interrogatory of the Claimant Questionnaire ("CQ") constitutes an 

unwarranted and/or illegal attempt to invade the privacy of the plaintiff, and is objected 
I 

to; 

----.. ---··· ..... __ . ________________ ---
STATEMENT OF OBJECTIONS 
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2. To the extent that any interrogatory of the CQ seeks information about the sexual history 

of the plaintiff other than with the perpetrator, it is objected to as violatiye ofthe · 

California Evidence Code sections 1106 and 1103, v.rithout defendant first obtaining 

leave of the Court upon noticed motion; 

3. To the extent that any interrogatory of the CQ violates statutory protections afforded 

marital privacy, the marital communications privilege, or the right to privacy, l.mder 

applicable California or Federal Law, it is objected to; 

4. To the extent that any interrogatory of the CQ seeks to invade the attorney-client 

privilege and/or the attorney work-product pri·vilege, it is objected to; 

5. To the extent that any interrogatory of the CQ seeks legal conclusions, it is objected to; 

6. To the extent that any interrogatory of the CQ seeks premature expert witness discovery 
I . . 

in violation of the Code of Civil Procedure sections 2034.210 et seq., it is objected to; 

7. To the extent that any interrogatory of thee CQ seeks information equally, or more .,..·· 
. . .... ~ ........ 

readily and directly available to the defendants, and/or their attorneys, agents, or 

employees, it is objected to; 

8. To the extent that any interrogatory of the CQ is vague, ambiguous, and/or unintelligible, 

or is unreasonably and unduly overbroad in scope, it is objected to; 

9. Tot the extent that any interrogatory of the CQ seeks information which is irrelevant to 

the subject matter of this litigation, and/or not reasonably calculated to lead to the 

discovery of admissible or relevant evidenc.e, it is objected to; 

10. To the extent that any interrogatory ofthe CQ seeks information protected from 

disclosure by the California Revenue and Tax Code and/or Internal Revenue Code, it is 

objected to; 

i 
11. To the extent that any interrogatory of the CQ is argumentative, it is objected to; 
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12. To the extent that any,interrogatory of the CQ is designed or intended to annoy, harass, o 

embarrass the plaintiff, it is objected to. 

13. To the extent that any interrogatory is designed to ascertain the identity of Theresa Doe 

(Case No. BC308564), who has .filed her claim anonymously, it is objected to. 

Respectfully submitted, 1 

DATED: ~\ L- ~) d-Wf:J 

....... 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

STATEMENT Of.' OBJECTIONS 
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SUPER TOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALTFORN1A 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CENTRAL COURT 

15 

16 

17 

Coordinated Proceeding 
Special Title (Rule 1550(b)) 

THE CLERGY CASES I 

) 
) 
) 
) __________________________ ) 
) 

18 This Document Relates to Los Angeles Superior ) 
rn .. r1 r,.,,. '1\.ln "Rr~07Ll I 0· \ 

19REDACTED 

20 

21 

22 ) 
Plaintiffs, ) 

23 ) 
v. ) 

M ) 
DEFENDANT DOE 1; DEFENDANT DOE 2; ) 

25 DEFENDANT DOE 3; DEFENDANT DOE 4; ) 
DEFENDANT DOE 5; and DOES 6 through ) 

26 100, inclusive, ) 
) 

27 Defendants. ) 
) 

28 ) 

JUDICIAL COUNCIL COORDINATIO~ 
PROCEEDING NO. 4286 

Honorable Haley J. Fromholz 
Department 20 
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VERIFICATION 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF Los Angeles 

I have read the foregoing ]:.NSWERS BY PLAINTIFF REDACTED TO 

,.,.I""N'"'T'""E""R""R~O""G""A,...T~O""R""I""E'""S"----~----------------------- and know its contents. 
0 CHECK APPLICABLE PARAGRAPHS 

00. I am a party to this action. The matters stated in the foregoing document are true of my own knowledge except as to 
those matters which are stated on information and belief, and as to those matters I believe them to be true. 

D I am D an Officer 0 a partner D a of 

a party to this action, and am authorized to make this verification for and on its behalf, and I make this verification for that 
reason. D I am informed and believe and on that ground allege that the matters stated in the foregoing document are 
true. 0 The matters stated in the foregoing document are true of my own knowledge, except as to those matters which are 
stated on informa1ion and belief, and as to those matters J believe them to be true. 

D I am one ofthe attorneys for 
a party to this action .. Such party is absent from the county of aforesaid where such attorneys have their offices, and I make 
this verification for and on behalf of that party for that reason. I am informed and believe and on that ground allege that 
the matters stated In the foregoing document are true. 
Executed on Apti 1 24, 2006 . , at FORT WALTON BEACH, FLORIDA . , e:alife::1ia, 
I rlAr.l::~rA unrtAr mmaltv of neriurv under the laws of the State of c-'"'--'- ... _. •'-- .. ____ , __ •- •-·- __ _. ____ __. 

REDACTED REDACTED 

l"'t"';VVF OF l 
10138 (3) CCP Re•~=~uou 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF 
I am employed in the county of , State of California. 

I am over the age of18 and not a party to the within action; my business address is: 

On, ----------- I served the foregoing document described as 

--------------- on in this action 
D by placing the true copies thereof enclosed in sealed envelopes addressed as stated on the attached mailing list: 
D by placing D the original D a true copy thereof enclosed in sealed envelope.s addressed as follows: 

0BYMAIL 
D •1 deposited such envelope in the mail at • California. 
The envelope was mailed with postage thereon fully prepaid. 
D As follows: I am "readily familiar" with the firm's practice of collection and processing correspondence for mailing. 

Under that practice it would be deposited with U.S. postal service on that same day with postage thereon fully prepaid at 
--------------- California in the ordinary course of business. I am aware that on motion of the 
party served, service is presumed invalid if postal cancellation date or postage meter date is more than one day after date of 
deposit for mailing in affidavit. 

· Executed on , at , California. 
D ,..(BY PERSONAL SERVICE) I delivered such envelope by hand to the offices of the addressee. 

Executed on , at , California. 
0(State) 1 declare under penalty of pequry under the laws of the State of California that the above is true and correct.. 
D (Federal) 1 declare that I am employed in the office of a member of the bar of this court at whose direction the service was 

made. 

Type or Print Name Signature 

'(B~~I§L~~~~~gr~s;r) BE OF PERSON DEPOSmNG ENVELOPE IN 

~(FOR PERSONAl SERVICE SIGNATURE MUST BE THAT OF MESSENGER) 

sotitfbbs-
~P.tus 

Rev. 7199 
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REDACTED 

Attorneys f0r· Plaintiff 

SUPERIOR OOUR'l' OF THE STAT!; OF CALIFOR.NU. · 

FOR 'l'BE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - CENTRAL DIS'l"lU:CI' 

JCCP: 4286 

C00RDINATI'ON" TRIAL JUDGE; 
~he Honorable ~ J.FROMHOLZ 
Dept;.: 20 

PLAINTIFF • -s :RESPONSES and 
OBiJ:ElCI'IONS· TO DEFENDANI'S 1 

. STANDARDIZED QUESTIONNAIRE 
DSEMED S~ECIAL INTERl'tO{;;ATORIE.S 

Propo'l,mdi:ng party.: All. Def~dants 

Set no.: 

Plaintiff. JANE CB DOB 

One {1) 

Plaintiff JANE GE DOE hereby responds to defendants' 

II Standardized Claimant Questipnnaire ~om De£endants 

l?laii).tiffs 11 , d,efFmed 1:1er-ved on o:r ab,out Ji=tP.UCU'Y 23, 2Q.06, -~d 

deem.e<;l by Court Or.der to cons·t:itu:te special Interrogatories 

pr.opounde.d by defendants a.tJ.d each of them t:b plaintiff. CAVEAT RE: 

1 

RESP. OF PLAINTIFF TO STANDARDIZED. Q~STIONNA;I:RE/INTERROGATORY 

RCALA 008866 

409001 
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." 

1 NON-WAIVER. and RESERVATION OF RIGHTS t "Nothing in the:se r~spqn~es 

) 2 are·~ or shall be de:f,;!med, as a waive;:'r of tb.e meciiiation priv±l.e.ser 

3 settlement privilege or ·other l?rivile·ge asso.ciated with the: cour.t-

4 :ordered settlement negotiations and any prior documents or 

5 inf.ormation previously .Provided in connection with those 

6 proceedings by thi.s responqing party. 

7 G~ OBJP.iCTION: T!P.s. responding p.a.:tty· ob~ ect,s ·ca the 

a Standardized Claimant QUes·tio:n'.rlaire for the reason that it is 

9 violative ·of Ealiforilia Code of Civil Proced'l.;l:e ae~tion 

10 2030 fc) (1), 2030.(c} (5.) and/or 2003. s·, which :rea:t~ict~ tl:;l.e .number 

11 of special. i.nterrogatq~ies. to 35 que:stions, inclusive o.f .sub-

12 part-s. The qq.esti.oxmaire/ special interrOg:ato:ty includes 63 or 

13 more ·separat-e interroga.tmries. N6 declaration for additional 

14 discovery, supporting these questi.onnaire/inter.rogc;LtoJdes, was 

hs. served with the -questionnair-e/int;el'.rog?.to.r.ies. 
I 

·-.-·· 1.6 Witb.out waiving. such general objectien to the entire -se·t., 

17 which is inca:tporate:O. in each and every response., plaintiff 

1..8. further res.p·onds ·and obj.eeta as. fsllows: 

1.9 REDACTED 

21) 

21 

2.2· 

24. 

25 

26 

27 

28 2 

RESP . OF PtA:INTIFF TO STANDAIUJl:ZED QuESTIONNAIRE/INTERROGATORY 

409002 

RCALA 008867 

CCI 005596 



RCALA 008868 

TAB35 
409009 

CCI 005603 



RCALA 008869 

Claimant Questionnaire 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

CCI 005604 



RCALA 008870 

TAB36 
409014 

CCI 005608 



RCALA 008871 

., 

\ 
1,·. Claimant Questionnaire 

REDACTED 

•J 

CCI 005609 



RCALA 008872 

TAB37 
409018 

CCI 005612 



RCALA 008873 

'-
l 

.\. 

i. 

CLAIMANT'S RESPONSE TO QUESTIONNAIRE 

REDACTED 

) 

CCI 005613 



RCALA 008874 

TAB38 
409022 

CCI 005616 



RCALA 008875 

Claimant Questi . onnmre 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

.... - ... 

) 
\.~·· 

CCI 005617 



RCALA 008876 

TAB39 
409027 

CCI 005621 



) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

REDACTED 

10 AUomevs for Plaintiff. 
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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CENTRAL COURT 

15 

16 

17 

Coordinated Proceeding 
Special Title (Rule l550(b )) 

THE CLERGY CASES I 

) 

~ 
) __________________________ ) 
) 

18 This Document Relates to Los Angeles Superior ) 
C'mni C:a"e Nn_ 'RC'':\0741 0: ) 

19 REDACTED 

20 

21 
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J 
Plaintiffs, .} 

) 
v. ) 

) 
DEFENDANTDOE I; DEFENDANT DOE 2;) 
DEFENDANT DOE 3; DEFENDANT DOE 4; ) 
DEFENDANT DOE 5; and DOES 6 through ) 
100, inclusive, ) 

) 
Defendants. ) 

i) __________________________ ) 

ANSWERS BY PLAINTIFIREDACTED 

JUDICIAL COUNCIL COORDINATIO~ 
PROCEEDING NO. 421'$6 

Honorable Haley J. Fromholz 
Department 20 
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04/i9/2ooe i4:5ll. FAX REDACTED 

) 

Tl..'t "Ct:!• MARCH 29th 2006 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

DEAR MR. REDACTED 

REDACTED 
SIRr I AM WRITING TO YQU AT THE .REQUEST OF DR1 

OF THE LOS ANGEtES A~CHDIOCE$Et ASSISTANCE M!NISTRY OFFICE 

PEa TEE LETTER DATED MARCH 17th 2006. I WILL RESPOND ON THAT 

PRESUMPTION FIRST r I W.ILL NOT WAS'l!E YOUR VALUABLE TIME F.S YOU 

.PROBAB~Y BILL,I~· THE HUNDR'EDS OF DOLLARS AN B~P,J3.SO I'LL GET TO 

THE PO:tN~, I WAS SEXUALLY ABUSED BY· 019'El:.POSSIBLY ~WO l?R.IEST, . . . . ~ . 
! OlD ATTEND SCHOOL ~HERE AND WAS AN ALTAR BOY, MY ~ARENTS 

REDACTED AND MY SE~~ DID GO TO CHU~CE THERE, 

THOSE ARE UNDISPOT~D FACTS WH£CB WILL C5ECK OUT, 
REDACTED 

THE NAMES OF THE·PRIESTS ARE FATHE~S RUEKER AND 1 AS FOR 

PARTICULAR DETAILS ABOOT ACTUAL ABUSE HAS BEEN COMING TO ME 

RCALA 008907 

141002 

·IN MeMORY F~ASHES AND NIGHTMARES ~aAT HAVE OCCURRED OVER. 
TifF p.-J»;s~ iD~t ffflle lVne:~ .J: f;ll'tf$ 7 /71 1/ft!Jiri"S. 

T·HE LAST· YEAR OR so, I'M NOW 3 9, ANift ~:e.l!t;F::S, AzFROJf: ~ tJiti.r tl-/'fJNX. 

I DoN•T KNOW EXACTLY THE TIMES AND. EXACT PLAC~S, I WAS A· CHILD 
•' 

AT TSE ~IMS, SUREL~ YOU CAN UNDERS1~ND TBAT1 PLEASE'SSLIEVE ME 

WHEN I ~ELL YOU THAT THESE THINGS Dib HAPPEN ~0 ME, 

THE ONE·TH!NG I CLEARLY. AND.V!VXD~Y REMEMBER !S UNCON~ROLLED 

BOWEL MOVEMEN~?.OW MYSELF WHENEVER I WAS IN CLOSE PROXIMITY' 

TO /:'ATHER RUEKER; THIS IS SOMJ:JT:B!NG :t:':VE NOT SHARED WITH ANYONE, 

-1-

409113 

CCI 005707 



_._o4i1912ooe 15 :Q.Q..REDACTED 

) 
/ 

~2-

MR • REDACTED I 1 MASEAMED, EVEN TO TffiS DAYJ ~HESE'PRIEST 
... 

HAVE Atl'ERED MY LIFE FOR}$V•ER, ·I '·VE At.WA'2'S BEEN C'Ritvli:WALLY 
...... 

INCLINED r AN:O J; BELIEVE' ;I.T ·IS P·ROBAB·L.Y A DIRECT RESULT· OF TEE 

ABUSE I SUFFERED~AT THE HANDS OF THESE TWO PRIES~, I CAN 1 T SAY 

FOR SURE, I'M NO'l' k SHRINK, I CAN"ONLY SURMISE THIS. 

SIR 1 ! REALIZE ~HAT YOU REPRESENT THE CHURCH AND YOUR JOB 

IS NOT TO HELP ME: BUT I'M ASKING YOU TO 00 JUST THAT: HELP ME. 

HELP ME TO GET NO WITH MY LIFE; I'M ASKING ~0~ ONE OF TWO 

THINGS; CAN WE SETTLE TfliS ?·-OR- CAN .~OU P~OVIDE THE NAME AND 

-ADDRESS OF THE PLAINTIFFS ATTORNEYS, I REALLY DON'T W.ANT TO' GO 

THAT ROUTE, BUT,IF I HAVE NO OTHER CHOICE, I FEEt I MUST. 

I'M SURE TEAT YOTJ DON'' T CARE FOR A 'LONG AND DRAWN OUT 

·LEGAL ACTciON, EVEN THOUGH YOU· ARE A LARGE FIRM· WI~a UNtiMI~ED 

~ESOORCES, AND I AM A SINGLE, u~aEPRESENTEO PLAINTIFF WHO HAS 

BEEN SEXUALLY' ABUSED BY PRIEST AS A KID, 

YOU HAVE TH~ ~OWER"TO EITHER SQUASH ME OR TO HELP, 

I AM ASKING YOU FOR YOUR HELP, SIR. 

RESPEC~FULLY SUBMITTED 

REDACTED 

03/29/06 
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) 
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Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 
_Archbishop of Los Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2241 

Dear Cardinal Mahony: 

April 15, 2002 

~ am writing about serious concerns I have aoout a priest who's been involved in prior 
sexual misconduct who is still ministering in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. · I would 
appreciate an investigation of this situation & replying to my concerns about a priest 
who I believe should not be representing the Catholic Church. 

Fr. Neville Rucker, currently working out of a parish in Pacific Palisades, was assigned as 
Pastor of St. Anthony's in El Segundo during the mid 60's. The young girls in the school 
who were maturing into young ladies, soon learned to wrap their sweaters tightly 
around themselves to try to discourage Fr. Rucker from fondling their breasts. The 
younger girls would find his hands going up their skirts and playing with their 
underwear. This was a time when priest's were considered saints, at least to the 
children of St. Anthony's and J.lO one wanted-to say anything for fear of God's 
retribution. So, we endored this abuse until one day, the School Secretary became 
aware of what was going on. Within 24 hours, Fr. Rucker disappeared from St. 
Anthony's .. 

REDACTED ' • · , 
On a recent ::rUise, I was shocked to find the same Fr. Rucker representing the 
Church & diocese as· an onboard chaplain. I discovered that Fr. Rucker was in charge of 
assigning Los Angeles diocese priest on at least two cruise lines. You can imagine my 
disbelief to see .this child-molesting priest from the 60s still ministering ... particularly on 
ships that included children. After returning from the cruise, still shocked and 
tormented by seeing this man! I knew I had to do something. I reported it to REDACTED 

Cruises and when their management confronted Fr. Rucker, he admitted to having been 
the subject of a lawsuit settlement concerning molestation charges. As a result, IRE~AcTED 
Cruises informed Fr. Rucker that he no longer would be allowed to minister onboard 
their ships. He said he understood. · 

I felt good about protecting other vulnerable girls from liis potential inappropriate 
behavior until recently. I remember talking to Fr. Rucker after disembarking the ship 
while passengers were waiting for transfers to the airport. This is when he told. me 
about his job with the diocese. He further claimed to have been on so many REDACTED 

Cruises in the same capacity that he stopped counting after 50 voyages. 

I have been in the travel industry for almost 20 years and have arranged for hundreds 
) of families to travel on Princess, including my own family. I became angry all over again 

at the thought that the archdiocese was allowing Fr. Rucker to continue in his plum 
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assignment. .. while being exposed to hundreds of children confined onboard cruise ships! 
I am requesting that you investigate the facts of this case as I believe Fr. Neville Rucker 
should not be representing the Catholic Church as a priest in any capacity ... particularly 
one. th~t would put him into a position of dealing with children ... anywhere. 

I am not interested in taking this public and would ask that you keep this confidential. 
My parents put their five children's Catholic education as the top priority in their lives, 
even though thi::y could not afford it. My mother and I both prepared dinner for two 
different convents to help pay for the schooling. I do not want them to feel that their 
sacrifices were in vain. However, I also ask for it to be taken seriously and appropriate 
action should be taken. I look forward to hearing the results of your investigation and 
the action being t?~ken to rectify this inequity and potential hazard to God's children. 

Sincere!v. 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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TO: Cardinal Roger Mahony 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: 

REDACTED 
Monsignor Richard A Loomis 

REDACTED 

Monsignor Cr~ig A. Cox 

Reverend Neville Rucker 

19 April 2002 

Personal and Confidential · 
Attorney- Client Privileged Communication 

Attached is a letter that came in yesterday concerning Father Rucker. 

We have tried emailing him on board ship, but as of yesterday he had not yet responded. He 
arrives in. town on Monday evening. 

I I?.ave scheduled him for an appointment Tuesday morning at 10:00 a.m. I will put him on 
administrative leave and have him move to post haste. 

;! /_ JJ. - . 7'J'T./.' . ~ 11 .. · /) (" 
tYr ~~-~~·-o 1~~ 

attachment ~p..A,./ / · 
. I 
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Archdiocese of los Angeles 

Reverend Neville Rucker 
Corpus Christi Parish 
887 Toyopa Drive 
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272-5021 

Dear Father Rucker: 

Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(213) 637-7284 

April23, 2002 

Personal and Confidential 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

LosAngeles • 
Callfomla 
90010-2241 

I appreciate our conversation earlier today, and the gracious manner in which you accepted the 
need for the steps that I described to you~ This letter is to briefly summarize our conversation. 

In your continuing retirement, you will be moving to a residence · as soon as 
) possible. Please inform me of the day of your move. 

) 

You are not to engage in any further public ministry, even simply concelebrating at services, 
without the express authorization of the Archbishop or ViCar for Clergy. You are free and 
encouraged, of course, to .celebrate Mass privately in your room. You also may concelebrate the 
Mass at Nazareth House, but otherwise· are not to engage in any form of priestly ministry. This 
includes a prohibition of any ministry outside of the Archdiocese. 

I will informREDACTED and the priest chaplain at of the restrictions placed on 
you, and that you sh~uld have no contact with minors that might visit the institution unless they 
are your own blood relatives. · 

Please know that you are in m:y prayers. Feel free to contact me if I can be of any service to you. 
May God bless you. 

Y oui: brother in Chlist 

~ 0. r};: 
Mo~ig A Cox, J.CD. · 
Vi~ Clergy 

Pastoral Regions: Our lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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ABUSE: Priest's 
MOlestation Case 

. ~.. . 

Dates to the 1960s 
Contmued :from JB1 . followi..ng that investigation. R6 
tor from 1962 to 1967. He .did not was livJng in retirement at C~rpus 
respond to requests for an inter- Christi when: he left," Tamberg 
View. · · ~a'id in a Statement. 

Rucker's forced departure from :_·Rucker· riow lives. at Nazareth 
CorpuS Cbristi came.35 ye!ll's after ·House; an. assisted-l:ivmg facility 
Mahony's predecessor, then-Bis~op · for ~ri¢sis :in West Los Angeles. ·· 
~..mothy Manning, persuaded the . He is·one of five retired· priest!\! · 
mother of one. of the El Segundo ou~ed from the mhlistry PY Ma- . 

RCALA 008917 

girls not to press criminal charges. · hony:B;ince February. T'ne cardinal · . . . . ~ .,_ .. : ·'"::· , 
Manning asked· the :woman to let alsp· removed two active priests, - · . . ,. -.... 
the church deal with Rucker, ac- the Rev. MichaelWempe, who, was tath~rG. Nev(~l.e ~~ck~r:was):~c~ 
cording to police reports. . working as the chap!aili: at Cedars- cused of molestmg ~~- :9;Y.ear-

The archdiocese moved Rucker Sinai Medical Center,<and the Rev ... old girls in 1967. Rui::ke['told.po
to· four other paiishe~ before he Carl Sutphin, associate pastor. of lice that h.e did nothint;f wre>ng .. 
was made pastor at qorpus Chrisq ~enew downtown Los Angeles ca- · · . . -. . . · . 'i . .. ·.'.:·_·:.-. 
in 1979. 'He ~ allowed to live thedral. Wf!rripe_also lived. at a par- Rucker to St. Teresa of A Vii~ in 
there and continue to. live there af-. ish that operates a school. . · · Los .Angeles. · : · · : -

!! .. ter his retirement in·~987. CorplfS··. The allegatio~ againSt Rueke):' · He was ti'ansferred . ,seven 
~ ·Christi, like St • .Anthony and three . aie contained m·a 1967 El Segr¢do .: months later to Holy Triil.ity iii Los 
~ of the . other papshes where he p~lice report. Rucker told police he .Angeles and. then ·to :-Holy. Cross 
~ worked; operates ita own elemen-. ' did. nothing wrong, ~he i'~port said, church in September ·.'1968. · He I tary school . . .• aild the grrl_denied being molested. went- on ·to. St. Agatha church' in 
"'· . . But days later, tr.'le girl's mother Los .A.i1geles in .Xu1y 1970 .. In 1979 •. 
::;;: Lalwsuit Filed A,gainst saidOher daughter. told her, "ather the Iowa ·native became pastor at. 

(,C,: Archdiocese in 1~3 . · !~~:h~hsh~Jd,~~t.;:~~g~~ Corpus'cpristi. ·.: _. 
. The · alleged Victim whose the police report; · - ·. · . Ju4ge Cited 

l[_! . m~ther W?s persuaded against J?UT· : . ~ather ·than. press charges Stata.lte ofLimitationS 
... SUlJ.lg . Clll'D:lD.al ch~ges agamst.. . .agamst Rucker, the mother t~ld · . .. .. · 

:.1.~.~.::. Rucker filed a lawsuit against the police she bad spoken to Bishop Rucker was known among :mem-
archdiocese in 1993, alleging Child-_ Manning, who later became Los bers of the wealthy Pacific-~ali

-~~ hood sexual abuse and negligence. .Angeles' -cardinal, and ""ne would sades pSJ.'ish for his love of music. 
lil Two years later, the priest settled like the church to take care of the . He helped persuade· a donor to buy 

·.·_~:;_"_?:·::; the lawsuit ·with ·a confiqential ·matter, and he would see that it ~ expensive.church organ~ . . 
:· $20,000payment. ·. _.. wa~ done-properly," the police·re- · He. was -sued, along 'ffi.th _tlie 
-~-~~_::_-~ . The woshim~, now£ 44h, i~P-ancifigry portThsai~. li · .......... cl de th arhchdiall'oc_esed1 int:h. 199h3 .bhy thd e w

1
omand

.:. that pari ·oners o t e a· c e po ce repun m u s .. e w. o ege at e. a ~oeste.· 

t; Palisades church were never told woman's. signed refusal to file her between June 196!) _and .. ·¥a.Y.
,,, o£ the accusations or the settle- charges. ~I just want the father 1967. ·1"1 the lawsuit, ·she said ;her n ment, . . : . helped ~d feel the chlirch can best' memory qf events :had been': s:UP..: 
;t . ur pufthe archdiocese' on: notice do it;" tp.emotherV/l'ote. pressed until 1991, when. another·. 
:.!- that he was living at a p.arish with An unidentified parent in the alleged yj,ctim of Rucker tol\1 her 
J} a school," said the woman, who same 1967 police . report alleged . of a similar experience. . :. · _:·: , . .. 
ij lives in Northern Galifoinia The· that a daughter of hers was mo- . The 'woman's atto):'Il~y in a cotrrt.' 
~' Times does not identifY Victims of lested by Rucker. 'rhat second girl filing warned the archdiocese that 

allege(l sexuhl -abuse without. ~eir · told detect.J.'Ves. that Rucker "looks Rucker was living a parish With a. 
peJ;,Dlission. . ·. . away and talks about things as if schooL A Los Angeles ·superior . 

. "Everyone at- that parish should he is not doing it," according to the Court judge dismissed. the· case, 
have been told," the. woman said. · police report. · · . against the archdioc.ese ; :in . J)lly 
She filed the lawsuit, she said, after ·That girl also told police she saw 1994, cithJg .the statute· of ·limita
archdiocese officials "told me to another youngster molested-iden- tions. . : .: ·. 
keep my mouth shut~ when. sh~ tifying tl:!e girl. who years later , Rucker's atto;ney_ denied the· al-· 
asked ~at church . members be sued the ·priest. Two other girls legations and . argued that the 
warned about Rucker .. : . told pplice ·the second girl was woman was suffering froin fal.se·. 

"I was :incensed," the woman prone to "to make up stories," the memories created by a therapist ... 
sciid. · . report said. El Segundo police said Rucker later settled his part of the 

. Tod' Tamberg, archdioeese they · can.1'1ot deter:mine the out- lawsuit in OCtober· 1994, ·pa}'ing 
spokesma.,"l, confirmed the 1967 po- come of the other allegations. $20,000 wit:hout · acknowledging 
lice investigation of Rucker. Four days after police closed the any misconduct, according to those 
"There were no allegations i<'l years cil.se, the archdiocese transferred familiar Wit.~ the settlement.. · 
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FRIDAY, jUNE 21, 2002 6]3 

isters Allege A buS~ by Transferred Priest 
. c&wll'ch: Three women Rucker retired in 1987. In Aplil, . spoltesman, aclmowl~· nal, an explanation for why Rucker tally aud struggling with her faith. 

• . . Mahony ·removed bim from the edged that Ruclrer wrui WD.ll allowed to continue as ·n clelic Seven years ago, she said, she went 
~ay arcluhocese moved ministry because of the 1967 aile- transfer.t:ed after the 1967 after the 1967 abuse complaint, and on a pilgrjmage . to Venezuela in' 
Father G. Neville Rucker gntiomr and forced him to move out Ell: Segundo . molestation a face-to-face meeting willl the hopes of fol'giving Rucker and J'e-
.•. • . • . of the Pacific Pali!lades rectory, claim. . : priest so the women can "confront st01ing her trust in priests. ·Today, 
In 1970aftei Otbei sayingRuckerhadrunafoulofthe Ruclrer told·EI Segun-:. their.demons." · . she attends the Faithful Central 
~llegations He was archdiocese's · neW' zero tolerance do pollee he· V!'as: .. jj:uio- "What is disturbing to these now Baptist Church, which holds its 
, ' . d.' · • < · policy for priests who molest mi- cent. One of the .two ali mature women is that officials of services at the Forum, but she says 
O~~te In April. nors. . leged :victims, whose ·the Catholic Churchllllew as early her fear and depression have 

-'-'•·. · Rucker's removal came 35 years mother agreed not to as the 1960s that Father Ruclcer turned to anger. ''I wnnt llhu 
BY RICHARD WINTON after Mahony's p~edecessor-then- press charges, sued WD.ll a sexual predator of young charged," she said. 
Ti~l!:S STAFI'WRITE!t · Bishop Timothy Manning-p~ . did they let it happen?" Ruclrer and the archdio- girls," Goldberg wrote. Her younger sister said she snp· 
:~ ·.. suaded the mother of one of the El · The Times does not name : cese in 1993. Two ,years · Goldberg also asked for the pressed her· memories of Ruclcer 

· :-'~u·ee sisters are alleging they · Segundo girls not to seelq:riminal'·. ~eged aex clime vic- . G. ·Neville Rucl<er later, the priest settled · church to cover tberapy costs, is- until she was told about his oustiilg 
W.~re molested D.B youngsters by a cbarges against Rucker; recot'ds.-\ .. ' tiJDS. · . the lawsuit witll a cmlfi· sue a public. declaration on a zero by Ml.ihony t11is year. "I'd never 
p'1est after the Los Angeles arch- allow. . ·'. : ·· ... :.Rucker, who lives in a Catholic. dential . $20,000 payment. In the tolerance policy and provide finan- biked to anyone about tlris. I re
diocese 'transferred .l$n . ~o then:· . The methe1: told police Manning .·· ·reth·ement facility in West I,.os An-. settlement agreement, he main- clal <;ompensatlon to the victims member going into the rectory 
P'\II'iSh. despite !mowing llllegations bad assured her "he would like the geles, refused to comment. tained his innocence. for their "pain and suffering." 'with him and him touclling me," 
of- a~&e. had been made against Church to tal(e care of the matter, ·· The sister recalls Rucker as the • .Rucker's name was turned over "T.h~se women are not seelting re- the 37-year-olcl woman alleges. 
the PI'Iest in the.past. and l1e would see that it was done pastor who lilted to shnre cookies, to utitho1ities enrly this year, Tam:- venge.·They will work as long as it 'l'he oldest of the sisters said 
•. ~e.· )isters. allege they were properly," according to a police re- lmgs.and touches in places that she berg said. Los Angeles police and . taltes to achieve justice." Rucker was always "over friendly" 

a,b~t~e!I hr. Father G. Neville. Ruck- port. could .not tell anyone about •. She sheriffs deputies now are investi- Four days aftGl' the police closed . with her. "He'd pull me close," she 
~[?~1 thh~ early 1970.s at ,st. Agatha The Times' repo~"t of Ruclter's and ber sisters said the abuse oc- gating allegations against 50 cur- the 1967 case, the archdiocese said. "We did not say <mylhing be-

l/Ur,c ,;m Los Angeles ·.west ~d- . removal from the ministry inApl'il. cm•red for parts of two years, 1973 rent or former priests. transferred Rucker to St. Teresa of cause he was the p11est." 
atps :~1strlct. They a~e demandmg caused one of the sisters who claim and 1974. Then, one night, over- Amid the growing number of ·Avila in Los Angeles, tllen to Holy What happened when their fa
Ul'\ apology from. Cardinal Roger M. he molested them at St. Agatha .to ]tearing her mother say how glad complaints, the archdiocese . this Trinity Church Jn Los Angeles and ther we~t to see parish officials re
Mjiliony and II face-to-f~ce .meeting go to the police,. , · she was her fl]llldren attei1ded St. · week revamped its clergy miscon- Holy Cross Church and eventually mains unclear bqcause he is dead. 
\Nj.th the now-retired pnest. Los .Angeles Police Lt. Daniel Agatha's school, Ute gil'l blurted duct review board. An attorney for to St. Agatha Church in July 1970. "My husband went to the church, 
:• Rucket· crune to St. Agatha in Mulrenin said tl1e publicity caused . out her secret. · the three sisters said he sent a let- At St. Agatha, the middle sister and we never saw the priest after 
1~70,. three years after two 9-year- others to call, and detectives rlow · • After that night, she and her ter Monday to the board's chair-· said, "Rucker would talte me to the that,• said the sisters' mother. 
oJ.d gn:ls tol~ the El Segundo po~ce are investigating "severai" reports mother said, her father marched man , retired Judge Richard P. recto1y. He'd give me an oatmeal Rur:lrer was tlu! pD.Btor assigned 
that the clei:Jc molested them whlle of abuse by Ruclcer. · f,lown to the rectory and confronted Byrne, and to Mahony. The attor· cookie. He'd be smiling and tallring to St.· Agal11u Church until 1979, 
l~e ~as at St. Anthony Church, po-. ~Aftet· all these years, I hoped . parish officials. · . · ney, .Arthur GDldberg, said he re- and tl1enreach insicle my panties." when he became pastor at Corpus 
hce Iecords show. · he'd died of ilatul'31 cattses, • said . .'l'od 'l'amberg, archdiocese quested an apology from the car<Ji- She said it left her scar1·ed men- Christi Church in Pacific Palisades. . . . \ 
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STEVE COOLEY ; 
) Disnict Attorney of Los Angeles County 

. By: CHRlSTINA V. FLE:MlliG 
· Deputy District Attom~y · 
SEX CRllv.IES OffiCE · 
320 W. TEMPLE STREET 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90012 
(213) .974-1611 

Attorney for Plaintiff 

..,....._ . ·-~ ...,.., ....... 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORN1.4. 
FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

THE PEOPLE OF THESTATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
Plaintiff. 

01 GEORGENEVlLLE RUCKER 
Defendants(s). 

CASE NO. BA236981 

SUBPOENA DUCES TECU.~f 
APPLICATION FOR 

SUBPOENA DUCES TECU.'v! 
CRIMINAL 

RCALA 008920 

I&JUU(/\ 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO: CUSTODIAN OF RECORDS. ROM-\..~ 
CA'IHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF LOS ANGELES, A CORPORATION SOLE (also ident:lfied as the 
ARCHDI<?CESE OF LOS ANG?LES)~ located at 342A Wilshire Boulevard, L.A., CA 90010. 

You are commanded to attend a session of the LA CR..JMrnAL COURT of the County ofLos .Ailgeles 
.to be he1d at the Courtroom of Division 30 located at 210 W. 1E:MPLE ST., ROOM 5-307, LOS 
ANGELES, CA 90012, County of Los Angeles on January 6, 2003 at 08:30a.m., then anc fue:e to 

testify as a wi1ness in this action on the part of Plaintiff and that you then and the:.-e prodt:ce t..1e 
documents now. in your custody or under your control. descnbed in the copy of t.;;e applicatio1l fer 
subpoena duces tecum attached hereto which is incorporated herein by refer~ce. .. 

You must appear at the time unless you make a special agreement to ·appear another time, e-re .• \lri1l: 

CHRISTINA V. FLEMING: Deputy District Attorney, at phone number (213) 97 4-1611. 

Failure to appear on the date ;set forth herein or at such other time or upor. ~ch notice as rr.:.ay ·have 
been agreed to with the party at whose request this subpoena was issued may be punjshec as contempt· 
by this court You may also be liable for the Sum of five hundred dollars and a11 damages to suer. -party 
resulting from your failure to attend. (Pen ill .Code Section 1331, 1331.5) 

DISOBEDIENCE. OF THIS SUBPOENA l\'IAY BE PUNISHED BY A Fh'i'E, ThlPRISOK::VfENT: 
OR BOTH. A WARRANT MAY BE ISSUED FOR YOUR ARREST IF YOU F.~ TO APPEAR. 

DATED: December 17, 2002 

Rfi!v. 811-e/99 OA Ca.s:l! 2269:3241 

Respectfully submitted, 
STEVE COOLEY 
District Attorney 

,I ·-=- . .--14 0 . 

BY.c ......... ~(l.~ 
CHRISTINA V. FLEMING · 
Deputy District Attorney 

Page 1 · CaseNo. 8A23S981 
SUBPOENA DUCES TECUM 
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APPLICATION FOR SUB:POENA DUCES TECUM 

STATE OF CALJFORNJA, County of Los A:ii.geles 

RCALA 008921 

'l!JVU-5/U. 

The undersigned states: That she is attorney of record for the People of the State of California in the 
above-titled action; that said cause was duly set down for arraignment and p1ea on January 6, 2003 at 
·o8:30 a.m., in Division 30 of the above-entitled Court. · 

That the Custodian of Records for the- R01vfAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF LOS AL~GELES has 
in his/her possession OT under his/her con~ol the fo11owing documents: 

All documents and othe-r materials that are -in the possession, custody or control of the Roman 
Catholic Archbishop ofLos Angeles that relate in any way to allegations of child molestation or sexual 
abuse co:r:tiiD.itted by George Neville Rucker. · 

The subpoen_aed documents and other materials include, but a:re notlimited to, doctJI:Oents in 
· the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles general archives, general files, secret archives, sec:-et 

files~ sub secrete files or archives~ personnel files, confidential files, c-ffies, loekeC. files, a.."ld 
investigative files as well as memoranda, correspondence, reports, evaluations, interviews, statements, 
notes, ·contracts, agreements, settlement agreements, confidentiality agreements, and records of 
payment relating in any way to allegations of child molestation and sexual abuse co!!'.rnittec ty George 
Neville Rucker. 

The subpoenaed documents and other materials include, but are not limited to, all doc-:..ments !!1 
hard copy paper form or stored electronically in ec;>mputers; printouts of information stored ir. 
computers or other retention or processing systems; qomputer files; e-mail co:rJ:I::ur.ications; 
photographs; sound reproduction material in any fonn; and any other material that is typed, ~1itte:t., 
handwritten, taped, reproduced, or recorded in any manner that is related in any way to a!legatio:1s oi 
child molestation or sexual abuse committed by George Neville Rucker. 

The subpoenaed documents and other materials include, but are not Jin:Jjted to, all records 
pertaining to the ·assignment history and, if applio~ble, transfer of Geo1·ge Neville Rucker from one 
parish to another. 

The subpoenaed documents are to be provided regardless of their location v.-ithin ti:e 
Archdiocese of Los Angel~ or within th!:l custody or control of the Roman Catlj,oiic .~-chcishop of 
Los .~geles including, but not limited to, any administrative office, archival storage facility, parish, 
rectoty, mission, residence, or school. . . 

· The subpoenaed doeOinents or materials include any "green page", "green sheet'', or "g;:ee:J 
card" from personnel files or other files indicating that information is on fi.1e or located_ elsewhere. E 
documents or other material "have been moved outside of the Archdiocese of Los .A.ngeies, a 
declaration shall be prepared identifying the documents or other materials that were transfetTed, when 
the documents or other materials were transferred, the location where· the oocuments a..,d otber 
materials were transferred, and who was mvolvefl: with the transfer. A11 documentation perl4ining to 
. the transfer is requested. 

Any subpoenaed documents and other material considered to be privt1eged by the Roma:.1 
Catholic .Archbishop of Los Angeles shall be produced with a detailed statement describing the jte:n 
for whjch a privilege is asserted, the subject matter of the item for wbkh a privilege is asserted, the 
names of all individuals appearing on the item for which a privilege is ass~n.ed, and the basis for the 
asserted privilege. i 

That the above documents are material to the_issues involved in the case by teason of the following 
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facts: 
Christina Fleming, being a Deputy District Attorney for the County of Los Angeles, has been 

informed by James Brown, a sworn peac~;: officer~ as defined by Penal Code Section 830.1, that he is a 
Senior Detective and Supervisor of the Juvenile Division''s Sexually Exploited Child Unit. He is . . 
employed by the Los Angeles Police Department and has been a police officer with the Los AT)geles 
Police Department for tvventy-n)ne years, and he is tuti'ently assigned to investigate allegations of 
child sexual abuse by Catholic priests. 

Detective BTo"Wn is the lead Investigating Officer 1n the case involving defendant G~otge 
Neville Rucker. In connection with bis investigation. of the defep.dant, he has interviewed tvienty-nine 
people who allege they were molested by the defendant betw"een the years of 1947 and 19i9 .. The 
victims reported that they wer~ abused by the defendant when they were elementary school students. 
The abuse took place primarily at eirher a pariah in El Segundo or in Los Angeles. 

One victim infmmed Detective Brown that when she- was a six or seven-year-old student, in 
either 1965 or 1966, ·the defendant fondled her vagina under her panties on several occasions. The 
victim also desclibed several incidents of the defendant orally copulating her and one incident where 
the defendant had intercourse "With her on the church property. The victim told Detective Brown that 
she reported the abuse to school personnel in 1967 when she was in the second grade. Based. on this 
information it is believed that documentation pertaining to the report of abuse would exist and be in 
the possession of the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles. . · 

A second victim reported that she was molested by the defendant when she v--as a chil,., The 
victim told Detective ErO\vn that in 1967 she reported the abuse to her mother. Tne victim's mothe:
reported the abuse to the El Segundo police and also repotted what the victim told her to the chu~·ch: 
Shortly after the victim's mother reported the abuse to the church, the defendant was tra."'lsferred ~o St. 
Teresa of Avila in Los Angeles i11 May, 1967. It is believed that documentation pertaining to t.~is 
mcident and the defendant's subsequent tra:nsfer e~ists and is in the possession of the Rorr;zn Ca~1o!ic 
Archbishop ofLos Angeles. . . . 

In July of 1970 the defendant was transfeJ.Ted from Holy Trinity in Los .A.nge!es :o S:.. Agar..ia'.s 
in Los Angeles. In 1973 a viotim reported to her parents that fue defendant bad been mo1estir.g he:· 
since 1970 whe.n. she attended St Agatha's i:n Los Angeles. The mo1estation inclcded fondli:l.g ::he 
victim's bare breasts and her vagina 'l.lnder her panties. The victim's father reported the abuse :c 
officials at St Agalha' s. Shortly after the victim's father reported the abuse to St. Agatha's officia:s, the 
defendant was transferred to yet another pmish. It is believed that documentation per-...ai:ring to the 
incident of abuse and the clrcumstances surroundlng the defendantts ultimate transfer exists ~"ld is in 
the possession of the Roman Cati,lolic Archbishop of Los .6..ngeles. 

One victim, who all~ges that she was sexually abused by the defenda."l.t whe:l she was::. chiici, 
sued the defendant and received a settlement from the church. It is believed that dccun:er.tatio~ 
pertaining to the circumstances surrounding the lawsuit and the subsequent settlement of the lawsuil is 
in tbe possession of the Roman Catht:Jlic Archbishop of Los Angeles. 

New$paper articles 'Written abou~ the defendant have contained admissions by representatives 
of the Roman .Catholic A-rchbishop of Los Angeles that they were aware of the defendant's conduct. 
Accordingly, it is believed that documentation pertaining to the defendant's conduct is in the 
possession of the Ro~n ·Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles .. Specifically. it is beiieved that 

. admissions by identified personnel or representatives of the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los 
Angeles that the Roman Catboli~ kchbishop of Los Angeles was aware of ~t least sorne of -rhe 
complajnts of abuse against the defendant, would be contained in the documentation. 

The defendant was transferred a number of times tq different -oa.-ishes v.'ithi::1 a verv short 
period of time after allegations of abuse by the defendant smfa~ed ( the d~fenda."lt sometimes re~ained 
as 1ittle as e-ight months at a parish before he was transferred again) and it is believed .that records 
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documenting why the defendabt was transferred each time exist and are in the possession of the· 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los .Angeles. It is beH~ed that documentation of specific incidents of 
sexual abuse served as a. basis for the many transfers, because in each of the positions held by the 
defendant at tb.e parishes he was transferred to, tbe defendant had day-to-day contact with children of 
elementary scb.ool age. 

The People of the State of California seek to obtain any ~nd a11 documents that e.xist pertaining 
to the defendant to assist in the proseoutiom of. the current charges filed. The documents are also 
needed. to assist in identifying any other victims of the defendant who are, as of yet, unknown to law 
enforcement. · 

Executed December 17, 2002 at LOS ANGELES, Califomi~. 

I declare underpen:alty ofperjm:y that the foregoing is true and correct. 

c ~·t;.;.,. k .~ 
Declarant 1 

DECLARATION OF SERVICE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, County ofLos Angeles 
.. 

I, the 1.1ndersigned state that I served the foregoing subpoena by showing the original and delivering a·· 
true copy thereof,. together with a copy of the application in support thereof, to each of the fotlowing 
named persons: 

.. 

I declare under penalty ofp~1jury that the foregoing is ·true and correct. 

Executed ________ __, at ______________ _. California. 

Declarant 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

January 23, 2004 

To: REDACTED 

I Monsi~or Cox 

From: REDACTED 

Re: Fr. Neville Rucker 

REDACTED 3424 
Wilshire 
Boul e'.'<.rd 

los Angeles 
California 
90010-2202 

Please be advised that I contacted the REDACTED regarding the Queen Mary 2 tour and 
spoke with REDACTED She confirmed that Fr. Neville Rucker was a passenger on the 
cruise (not serving as Chaplain). A REDACTED Apostleship of the Sea Order 
(from England), is serving as Chaplain on this tour. 
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His Eminence, Cardinal Roger Mahony 
Archdiocese Catholic Center 
3434 Wilshire Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2202 

Your Eminence, 

March 17, 05 

I.have just consulted with a Canon Lawyer. 
My mandate appointing him should have been by 
you by this time. 

Because I do not want laicization, my 
counsel has advised ·me not to petition or sign 
a request for it until he has the opportunity 
to review the details of this·case. 

Respectfully yours, 
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REDACTED 

His Eminence, Cardinal Roger Mahony 
Archbishop ofLos Angeles 
555 West Temple Street · 
Los Angeles. California 90012 

Re: Father George Neville.Rucker 

Your Eminence: 

March 31, 2005 

I write on behalf of Father George Rucker who has sought my canonical advice. 

The ~ediate issue is whether Father Rucker should voluntarily petition for 
laicization as you have requested. I have read the letter prepared for hlm to do so as well 
as all the investigative files ofthe sexual abuses of minors attributed to him. 

Father Rucker will be. 85 years of age this year. He is retired and is in a convalescent 
home. He has been. out of active mlni.stry and·will never again be in public ministry, and 
he does not wish to be. Father Rucker has been a priest for 59 years.' He does not wish 
laicization but wishes to end his life as a priest. I understand that the Holy See is 
reluctant to laicize elderly, retired priests such as Father Rucker. This is understandable 
because all the reasons of the public good for so doing usually no longer exiSt in their 
cases and canon 1341 seems to .exclude the imposition of any such penalty as dismissal. 

I respectfully request, therefore, that no can()nical process for his dismissal be 
initiated but that he be allowed to live out his life as a retired priest. Laicizatiori is not 
necessary for him ''to acknowledge the reality of the situation'' or "for his spiritual 
welfare". He knows and lives with the reality of the situation .. His spiritual welfare 
would be adversely affected by laicization. It is enhanced by his living out his life · · 
privately as the priest. There seems to be no "gravissima causa'' now for Father Rucker to 

· even request a rescript for laicization nor does there seem to be reason to inflict the 
penalty of dismissal (canon 290). 

Appreciating the difficulties these cases have.presented to you and grateful for the 
reconsideration of your request, I am, with esteem and respect, 

Sincerelv vours. 
REDACTED 
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June 24, 2005 

:is Eminence, Cardinal Roger Mahony 
.rchdiocese of Los Angeles 
,os Angeles, CA 900102241 

·our Eminence, 

So sorry to have missed your visit to Nazareth House 
as week, as I was wanting_to ask you a favor. (I was at the 
rector's office being diagnosed with Peripheral Neurapathy, 
damaged 1;1erve endings'in Sprine and Legs, the result perhaps 
.f the hip operations). 

This diagnosis was made after MRI of Spine and testing 
rf circulation in the legs. The technician who did the MRI 
est said the worst case scenario could be "confined to a 
·heel chair within a year". 

Last year I asked to go on the Pilgrimage to Lourdes, 
.brine of the Cure of Ars, etc. but·later was told theydid 
.ot put me on because you did not want me to travel. When I 
e )my application this year, I told them I would petition 
·ou "personally.. I was waiting for your visit to Nazareth 
~use to do so. Hopefully, you will say O.K. now •. 

I believe a Pilgrimage is a time of penitence, and 
.piritual renewal. Probably there is no priest in the diocese 
·ho needs spiritual renewal and physical renewal more at this 
.ime than I. Hopefully,. I will hear from you soon as time is 
·etting short. Otherwise, I will try to make tmis trip on my 
1Wn, "Which is not as safe as going with our group. 

If you do not approve of me going with the group, please 
·etu·rn my original $300 .deposit so I can go ahead with plans 
.ndividually ss I feel I ne~d this pilgrimage at ~his point of 
1y life. 

Sincere.~y yo~,,,:"' ~11 ~(j~U; 
REDACTED (Rev.) Neville Rucker 

!C: 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Dear Father Rucker: 

Office of 
the Archbishop 
(213) 637-7288 

July 12, 2005 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2202 

I have received your letter of June 24, 2005, and I w:ish to reiterate that you are not to participate 
in any gathering or trips with the priests of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 

You are well aware of my mind. in this matter, and of the course of action which I sincerely 
believe that you must take. 

The best way for you to live out penance at this moment is to remain at Nazareth House and to 
avoid any vacations, journeys, or visits away from Nazareth House. 

With every best wish, I am 

RisE 
Cardin Roger Maho 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 

cc: REDACTED 
Reverend Monsignor Craig CoxV 

REDACTED 

Pastoral Re~<ions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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His Eminence, Cardinal Roger Mahony 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
3424Wilshire Blvd 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2241 

Your Eminence, 

Immediately after rece1v~ng your recent letter 
(very disappointed, but obediently) I c4nc~led airiine 
tickets to Lourdes and Lourdes to Shrine of our Lady 
of Montserrat in Barcelona as well as Hotel reservations 
and return trip to Los Angeles. 

But if you think I chose standi~g on bad hip for 
long waits at· Security check points and long walks 
through airports and being cramped in tiny air~ine 
seat over. 12 hours as a pleasant vacation, you are 
highly mistaken. If I were looking for a pleasant 
vacation, I would have chosen a cruise, not a Pilgrimage. 

) However,. I· still feel the need of a Pilgrimage and 
will consult with my Spiritual Director as to whether 
a Pilgrimage to Lourdes penitential journey for healing 
of soul and possible pain relief of body would be 
profitable. · 

REDACTED cc: 
Msgr. Craig Cox 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Dear Father Rucker: 

Office of 
the Archbishop 
(213) 637-7288 

July 26, 2005 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
900!0-2202 

I have received your recent letter, and although it is not dated, it appears to have been written in 
July of2005. 

It would seem to me, that given all of the circ~tances of your situation, the most appropriate 
type of pilgrimage would be to a place such as Valyermo or to one of the other contemplative 
monasteries in the state of California. 

With every best wish, I am 

tsO:yyZfmrl_ 
J:Cnence ~T 
Cardin:al Roger Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 

cc: REDACTED - -
Reverend Monsignor Craig Cox 

REDACTED 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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To: 

Re: 

Date: 

From: 

Cardinal Roger .Mahony 

Fr. Neville·Rucker 

December 1, 2005 

REDACTED 

On Tuesday, November 29,2005, I WaS at St. Mark's Parish, Venice, CA. Prior to a 
parent meeting during dinner theREDAC!ED :hared that 

Fr~ Neville Rucker wears his roman collar and. visits people. 
I believe he was seen recently visiting ,.., t La 51 a 

In his clerical attire. 

I realize tlris is a hearsay report but I am sure it can be verified if anything needs to be 
done for the greater good. 

REDACTED 
Cc: 

409144 

CCI 005738 



RCALA 008939 

TAB64 
409145 

CCI 005739 



) 

OfRce of 
Archdiocese of los Angeles the Ardlblshop 

DECREE 

Life of Prayer and Penance 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

los Angeles 
California 
90010-2.202 

As the Archbishop of Los Angeles in California, in accord with the provisions ofNorm 8 of the 
Essential Norms for Diocesan/Eparchial Policies Dealing with Allegations of Sexual Abuse of· 
Minors by Priests or Deacons, in view of Article 5 of the Charter for the Protection of Children 
and Young People, and in virtue of the executive power of governance entrusted to me as 
diocesan bishop to prevent scandals. and to ensure the welfare of the people of God, I hereby 
decree that Reverend·George Neville Rucker is bound to live a life of prayer and penance. 

Specifically, I bind Father Rucker to the following: 

1. The obligation of spending a minimum of one halfhpur each day in prayer for the 
intentions of those persons who have been harmed by sexual abuse. 

2 .. The prohibition from celebrating or concelebrating Mass publicly as well as from 
celebrating the other sacraments. 

3. The prohibition from wearing clerical attire privately or· publicly. 

4. The prohibition from presenting himself publicly as a priest. 

5. The prohibition from traveling outside of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles without prior 
written approval from myself, one of the Vicars General or the Vicar for Clergy. 

6. The prohibition from visiting any school campus, youth playground or any other site 
where children and young people typically gather. 

7. . The prohibition, within the Archdiocese of LOs Angeles, from. lodging ill any type of 
luxury resort accommodation, and of avoiding places' of dining or types of entertainment 
that give the appearance of luxury and that do not witness to a simplicity oflife and the 
spirit of penitence described in the Catechism of the Catholic Church,'1434-1439. 

These requirements bind under canonical obedience (c. 273) and failure to abide by them will 
subject Father Rucker to the just penalty specified in canon 13 71, 2°. Additionally, in the ·event 
of a failure to abide by these restrictions, I will forward a petition to the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith asking for an authorization to conduct a canonical trial to impose the 
penalty of dismissal from the clerical state on the basis of the delicts specified in canon 1395, §2. 
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This decree has been issued in view of the light of many allegations of sexual misconduct with 
minors that have been brought forward against Father Rucker. The mandating of a life of prayer 
and penance is, therefore, a necessary part of my episcopal ministry to protect the welfare of the 
Church. 

Given this 13th day of December in the Year of Our Lord 2005 at the Curia of the Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles in California. 

'-' ..... ,.,.u ... al Roger M. Mahony; 
Archbishop ofLos Angele 

REDACTED 

Archdiocesan Seal 
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ME.N\ORi\J'JDUfvl 

TO: Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 

FROM: Monsignor Craig A. Cox 

RE: Decree: Rev. Neville Rucker 

DATE: 13 December 2005 . 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Attached is the final version of the decree for Father Rucker. REDACTED v and I met with' 
Father Rucker and his advocate today. He has agreed to abide by all of the terms ofthe decree. 

Would you please sign this and return it to me? I will have it notarized and communicated. 

Thank. you. 

attachment 
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RUCKGE3.txt 
APPROPRIATE I WILL SO INSTRUCT MY CLIENT AND WILL LET THE 

JUDGE REBALANCE AND REASSESS WHERE WE ARE AT THIS POINT. 

THAT'S THE BEST I CAN TELL YOU. 
REDACTED LET'S GET GOING~ 

Q MR. RUCKER, ARE YOU STILL A PRIEST? 

A YES. 

Q ARE YOU AWARE OF ANY -- OF ANY PETITION FOR 

LAICIZATION B~ING FILED REGARDING YOU? 
REDACTED 

I'LL LET YOU ANSWER THAT QUESTION. 

THE WITNESS: WOULD YOU REPEAT THE QUESTION, PLEASE. 

BYREDACTED 

Q ·ARE YOU AWARE OF ANY PETITION FOR LAitiZATION 

EVER BEING FILED REGARDING YOU?. 
REDACTED 

IF YOU UNDERSTAND WHAT "BEING FILED" 

MEANS. DO YOU KNOW WHAT THAT MEANS? 

THE WITNESS: I DON'T THINK SO. WHAT -
BYREDACTED 

Q SURE. I'LL TRY TO PHRASE IT DIFFERENTLY. 

UNEDITED TRANSCRIPT OF G. NEVILLE RUCKER 

11 

ARE YOU AWARE OF THERE EVER HAVING BEEN ANY.SORT 

OF PETITION FOR LAICIZATION ·MADE REGARDING YOU? 

REDACTED YOU CAN ANSWER THE QUESTION. IT's A 

"YES" OR "NO.'' 

THE WITNESS: I STILL DON'T UNDERSTAND THE QUESTION. 

WHAT -
REDACTED 

BY 
I 

Q DO YOU UNDERSTAND WHAT LAICIZATION IS''? 
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A YES. 

Q WHAT 'rs YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF THAT? 

A WELL, NOW I SAID "YES," BUT WHETHER I CAN GIVE 

AN EXACT ANSWER --

Q IT'S WHATEVER YOUR UNDERSTANDING IS. 

A IT WOULD BE --

REDACTED YOUR HONOR -- YOUR HONOR _ .. 

THE WITNESS: -- SOME KIND OF AN ORDER THAT A PRIEST 

COULD NO LONGER FUNCTION IN MINISTRY. 

8yREDACTED 

Q ARE YOU AWARE OF THERE EVER BEING ANY CHURCH 

PROCESS, CANONicAL PROCESS BEGUN TO LAICIZE YOU? 

A NO. THERE _:.. NO. 

Q YOU'RE NOT AWARE? 

A NO. 

Q HAVE YOU EVER HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO PERSONALLY 

SEE THE PERSONNEL FILE MAINTAINED BY THE ARCHDIOCESE FOR 

12 

UNEDITED TRANSCRIPT OF G. NEVILLE RUCKER 

YOU? 

A NO. 

Q HAVE YOU EVER HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO SEE THE SUB 

SECRETO FILE MAINTAINED BY THE ARCHDIOCESE REGARDING YOU? 

A NO. 

Q HAVE YOU EVER ASKED THE ARCHDIOCESE FOR THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW THOSE DOCUMENTS? 

A NO. \ 
I 

Q FATHER RUCKER, IN THE LAST DEPOSITION I ASKED 
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REDACTED WE 1 RE GOING TO -- MS. REDACTED WHY 

DON'T WE STIPULATE THAT HE WOULD READ THE SAME STATEMENT 

HE JUST READ AND WE'LL ANSWERED YOUR QUESTION. 

REDACTED so STIPULATED. 
REDACTED 

·GO AHEAD AND ANSWER THE QUESTION. 

THE WITNESS: REPEAT IT SO I'M SURE. 

REDACTED 

UNEDITED TRANSCRIPT OF G. NEVILLE RUCKER 

Q DO YOU HAVE IN YOUR POSSESSION ANY DOCUMENTS 

RElATING TO CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS OF YOU RELATING TO 

CHILD SEX ABUSE? 

A NO. 

Q WERE YOU EVER REPORTED TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT 

AGENCY FOR CHILD SEX ABUSE? 

53 

REDACTED I'M GOING TO ENTER Mv OBJECTION BECAUSE 

IT.'S CALLING FOR SPECULATION AND HEARSAY BECAUSE THE WAY 

THE QUESTION IS PHRASED, BUT IF YOU KNOW THE ANSWER TO 

THE QUESTION WHICH IS DO YOU KNOW WHETHER YOU'VE EVER 
REDACTED 

BEEN REPORTED -- WHAT WAS THE QUESTION AGAIN, ~ 

REDACTED 
Q WERE YOU EVER REPORTED TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT 

AGENCY FOR CHILD SEX ABUSE? 

REDACTED YOU CAN ANSWER THAT QUESTION IF YOU 

KNOW. THAT'S A "YES" OR "NO" ANSWER. 

]HE WITNESS: YES. 
REDACTED ·\ 

Q HOW MANY TIMES ARE YOU AWARE OF THAT YOU WERE 
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REPORTED TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY FOR CHILD SEX 

ABUSE? 
REDACTED I'M GOING TO LET YOU ANSWER THAT 

QUESTION IF YOU KNOW. 

THE WITNESS: ONLY ONCE. 
REDACTED 

UNEDITED TRANSCRIPT OF G. ~EVILLE RUCKER 

Q THE REPORT IN 1967? 

A .I BELIEVE SO. 

Q AT THAT TIME YOU WERE A PRIEST FOR THE 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES WORKING AT ST. ANTHONY1 S 

CHURCH? 

A YES. 

Q DID YOU EVER SPEAK WITH ANYONE WITHIN THE 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES CHANCERY 1 S OFFICE REGARDING 

THAT REPORT TO A LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY ABOUT YOU AND 

. CHILD SEX ABUSE? 

54 

REDACTED 
I'M GOING TO INSTRUCT MY CLIENT NOT TO 

ANSWER THAT PURSUANT TO THE FIFTH AMENDMENT AND 

ATTORNEY/CLIENT PRIVILEGE UNDER THE CHADBOURNE THEORY AND 

INSTRUCT HIM NOT TO ANSWER THAT. . 

THE WITNESS: I ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT, 

DECLINE TO ANSWER THAT QUESTION. 
REDACTED 

Q DID YOU EVER TALK TO CARDINAL MANNING ABOUT THE 

FACT THAT YOU HAD BEEN REPORTED TO THE POLICE FOR 

MOLESTING YOUNG GIRLS? 
Page 53· 
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IT WILL BE THE SAME OBJECTION.. WE'RE 

DEALING AGAIN WITH POTENTIAL CO-CONSPIRATORIAL 

CONVERSATIONS AND ALSO OF COURSE IN WHATEVER CAPACITY 

UNDER CHADBOURNE THAT MIGHT'APPLY. I WILL INSTRUCT MY 

CLIENT TO READ THE FOLLOWING. 

UNEDITED TRANSCRIPT OF G. NEVILLE RUCKER 

THE WITNESS: I ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. 

DECLINE TO ANSWER THAT QUESTION. 

BY MS • REDACTED 

Q WERE YOU -:-

55 

REDACTED I WOULD JOIN TO THE EXTENT THAT IT MAY 

'INVADE THE SECOND AMENDMENT AND THE PRIEST PENITENT 

PRIVILEGE. 

REDACTED~: 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

.REDACTED 

REDACTED 

LONG MORNING. 

8,REDACTED 

SAME OBJECTION. 

SECOND AMENDMENT RIGHT TO BEAR ARMS? 

WHATEVER IT --

SORRY' !REDACTED . I COULON IT RESIST. 

!REDACTED I DON IT BLAME YOU. IT Is BEEN A 

Q WAS THERE A POLICE INVESTIGATION OF YOU IN 1967 

REGARDING ALLEGATIONS THAT YOU. HAD MOLESTED YOUNG GIRLS? 

REDACTED IS THE QUESTION DOES HE KNOW IF THERE 

WAS AN INVESTIGATION? IS THAT THE REAL QUES~ON? 
REDACTED YES. 

REDACTED IF YOU KNOW.IF THERE 1 SA POLICE 

INVESTIGATION, YOU CAN ANSWER HER QUESTION.· 
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UNEDITED TRANSCRIPT OF G. NEVILLE RUCKER 

Q ARE YOU REFUSING TO ANSWER THE QUESTION? 

A I ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. DECLINE TO 

ANSWER THAT QUESTION. 

Q UNDER THE FIFTH AMENDMENT? 

A YES. 

Q NOW, YOU PAIDREDACTED A SETTLEMENT IN THE 

1990'S AS PART OF A LAWSUIT? 
REDACTED HE'S NOT GOING TO ANSWER THAT QUESTION 

BECAUSE OF COURSE THAT'S THE MEDIATION PRIVILEGE -- SO 

SETTLEMENT PRIVILEGE. SORRY. WHAT IS IT? 1152? SO 
· • REDACTED 

HE'S NOT GOING TO ANSWER THAT QUESTION, BUT MISS IS 

SITTING AT THE TABLE. SO YOU CAN ASK HER. NEXT. 

QUESTION. YOU ARE GOING TO FOLLOW MY ADVICE AND NOT 

ANSWER . 

. THE WITNESS: YES. ,. . 

REDACTED DON'T READ THIS. THAT HAS NOTHING TO 

DO WITH IT. 

THE WITNESS: I'M FOLLOWING MY ATTORNEY'S ADVIC~ AND 

REFUSE TO ANSWER THE QUESTION. 

REDACTED WHAT SETTLEMENT PRIVILEGE ARE YOU 

REFERRING TO THAT PROHIBITS .A PARTY TO A SETTLEMENT 

AGREEMENT FROM TESTIFYING WHAT'S IN AN AGREEMENT? 

REDACTED I THINK IT'S 1152 OF THE EVIDENCE CODE. 

IT SAYS THAT EVIDENCE, ANY EVIDENCE REGARDING SETTLEMENTS 

ARE PRIVILEGED, I BELIEVE. 

63 
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UNEDITED TRANSCRIPT OF G. NEVILLE RUCKER 

I THINK YOU'RE WRONG ON THAT. 

WHAT DOES IT SAY? 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
REDACTED THERE IS A MEDIATION PRIVILEGE WHERE 

DISCUSSIONS MADE DURING A MEDIATION MAY BE PRIVILEGED, 

BUT THE FACT OF ONE PARTY PAYING ANOTHER PARTY A CERTAIN 

DOLLAR AMOUNT IN A SETTLEMENT IS NOT IN ANY WAY 

PRIVILEGED UNDER THE'CODE. 
REDACTED I'LL OBJECT ON THE FURTHER GROUNDS 

THAT I DON'T KNOW WHETHER THERE WAS EVER A SETTLEMENT, 

BUT OFTENTIMES S~TTLEMENTS ARE CONDITIONED UPON 

CONFIDENTIALITY. I DON'T KNOW WHETHER THERE WAS A 

SETTLEMENT, WHETHER THERE WAS CONFIDENTIALTY. IT COULD 

VIOLATE THE TERMS OR CONDITIONS OF THE SETTLEMENT ITSELF 

IF THERE EVER WERE A SETTLEMENT AND I DON 1 T TI-IINK IT.' S 

RELEVANT AND CALCULATED TO LEAD TO THE ADMISStBLE 

EVIDENCE • . 
REDACTED THERE IS ALSO A STATUTE ANb I DON'T 

REMEMBER WHAT THE GENERAL SPECIAL TO THE EFFECT THAT A 

SETTLEMENT IN NO WAY IS AN ADMISSION OF LIABILITY. 
REDACTED HAVING SAID .ALL THAT, I'M GOING TO 

STAND BY MY GUNS ON THIS ONE UNTIL I'M SHOWN I'M WRONG. 

· SO IN THE ABSENCE OF ANYMORE THAN WHAT WE HAVE AT THIS 

MOMENT, MY INST.RUCTION MADE PURSUAt:JT TO THE SETTLEMENT I 
. . 

BELIEVE IT'S 1152 OF THE EVIDENCE CODE BUT GO AHEAD. 

BY REDACTED 
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PROSECUTION INVOLVING ALLEGATIONS AGAINST YOU FOR CHILD 

\ 

SEX ABUSE? 

A NO. 

Q HOW MANY TIMES HAVE YOU BEEN SUED CIVILLY FOR 

CHILD SEX ABUSE? 
REDACTED YOU CAN -- YOU CAN ANSWER THAT QUESTION 

TO THE BEST OF YOUR KNOWLEDGE. 

REDACTED FOR THE RECORD I'LL OBJECT IT'S 

IRRELEVANT AND NOT CALCULATED TO LEAD TO THE DISCOVERY OF 

AD~ISSIBLE EVIDENCE. IT'S EQUALLY AVAILABLE TO 

PLAINTIFFS' COUNSEL I~ WHICH TO REVIEW THE COURT FILES 

AND THEIR OWN FILES. 
REDACTED AND I WILL JOIN IN THAT OBJECTION, BUT 

HAVING SAID THAT IF YOU RECALL THE ANSWER TO HER QUESTION 

WHICH IS HOW MANY TIMES YOU'VE BEEN SUED CIVILLY IF YOU 

KNOW YOU CAN DO THE BEST OF YOUR RECOLLECTION. 

THE WITNESS·: ONCE. 
BY REDACTED 

·Q WHO WAS THE PLAINTIFF IN THAT SUIT? 

REDACTED · IF YOU KNOW THE NAME, YOU CAN GIVE 
.. 

THAT. 

THE WITNESS: REDACTED 

BY MS. REDACTED 

Q 

A 

.Q 

·uNEDITED TRANSCRIPT OF G. NEVILLE RUCKER 

YOU KNOW REDACTED 

I 1KNOW WHO HE WAS, YES. 

DID REDACTED SUPERVISE YOU? 
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UNEDITED TRANSCRIPT OF G. NEVILLE RUCKER 

BY REDACTED 
· REDACTED 

Q DO YOU REMEMBER A GIRL BY THE NAME OF 

REDACTED AS A STUDENT AT ST. ANTHONY'S WHEN YOU WERE A. 

PRIEST THERE? 

REDACTED . YOU CAN ANSWER THAT QUESTION. 

THE WITNESS: NO. 

BY MS. REDACTED 

Q DID YOU MOLEST REDACTED 
REDACTED WE 2 LL TAKE --

BY REDACTED 

Q -- WHEN SHE WAS A YOUNG GIRL? 

REDACTED HE Is GOING TO TAKE THE FIFTH AMENDMENT 

ON THAT. I DON'T EVEN WANT TO HEAR THE ANSWER. 

THE WITNESS: I ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. 

DECLINE TO ANSWER THAT QUESTION ON THE GROUNDS OF THE 

FIFTH AMENDMENT; 

** . 

** 
·REDACTED 

BY 

Q PLEASE LOOK AT EXHIBIT 8. FATHER RUC~ER, I WILL 

TELL YOU THAT THESE ARE PICTURES OF A YOUNG GIRL BY THE 

NAME OF REDACTED WHO'S NOW KNOWN ASREDACTED 

REDACTED 

DO YOU RECOGNIZE THESE PICTURES AS A YOUNG GIRL 

BY THE NAME OF !REDACTED 
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UNEDITED TRANSCRIPT OF G. NEVILLE RUCKER 

REDACTED YOU CAN ANSWER THE QUESTION "YES" OR 

"NO." 

THE WITNESS: NO. 

8yREDACTED 

Q 
REDACTED 

DO YOU RECALL KNOWING A 

ST. ANTHONY 1 S? 

A NO. 

Q FATHER RUCKER, DID YOU MOLEST REDACTED 

AS A YOUNG GIRL? 

FROM 

A I ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. DECLINE TO 

ANSWER THAT QUESTION. 

** 
** 
BY REDACTED 

Q LET ME SHOW YOU WHAT WE ARE MARKING AS EXHIBIT 

9. I WILL REPRESENT TO YOU THAT THESE ARE PHOTOGRAPHS OF 

REDACTED WHO IS NOW KNOWN AS REDACTED 

DO YOU RECOGNIZE ANY OF THESE PHOTOGRAPHS AS 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

THE WITNESS: NO. 

BY REDACTED : 

· Q DO YOU RECALL A REDACTED FROM ST. 

ANTHONY'S? 
REDACTED '"YES" OR "NO. II 

UNEDITED TRANSCRIPT OF G. NEVILLE RUCKER 
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THE WITNESS: NO. 

BY !REDACTED 

Q FATHER RUCKER, DID YOU MOLESTREDACTED 

WHEN SHE WAS A MINOR GIRL? 

A I ASSERT MY.RIGHT TO. REMAIN SILENT. DECLINE TO 

ANSWER THAT QUESTION. 

** 
** 

REDACTED 
BY 

Q PLEASE TAKE A LOOK AT EXHIBIT 10. I WILL 

REPRESENT TO YOU THAT THESE ARE PHOTOGRAPHS OF A YOUNG 

GIRL BY THE NAME OF REDACTED 

DO YOU RECOGNIZE ANY OF THESE PHOTOGRAPHS AS A 

GIRL REDACTED 

REDACTED: YOU CAN ANSWER "YES" OR "NO ... 

THE WITNESS: NO. 
8yREDACTED 

Q DO YOU REMEMBER A GIRL BY U!E NAME OFREDACTED 

REDACTED AT ST. ANTHONY'S? 

REDACTED YOU CAN ANSWER "YES" OR "NO." 

THE WITNESS: NO. 

8yREDACTED 

Q FATHER RUCKER, DID YOU MOLEST REDACTED 

WHEN SHE WAS A YOUNG GIRL? 

A I ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. DECLINE TO 

98 
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ANSWER THAT QUESTION. 
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** 
** 
BY REDACTED 

Q LET ME S~OW YOU WHAT WE ARE MARKING AS EXHIBIT 

11. I WILL REPRESENT TO YOU THAT THIS FIRST PHOTOGRAPH. 

IS A YOUNG GIRL BY THE NAME OFREDACTED , AND THE 

SECOND PHOTOGRAPH IS A SCHOOL PICTURE WITH A CIRCLE 

AROUND A YOUNG GIRL AND I WILL ALSO REPRESENT TO YOU THAT 

THAT IS REDACTED 
REDACTED 

DO YOU RECOGNIZE THESE PHOTOGRAPHS AS 
REDACTED 

REDACTED CAN ANSWER THAT "YES" OR "NO." 

THE WITNESS: NO. 

B'iREDACTED 

. Q NOW _REDACTED IS NOW KNOWN AS REDACTED 

DO YOU RECOGNIZE THAT NAME? 

REDACTED YOU CAN ANSWER THAT QUESTION. 

THE WITNESS: YES. 

avREDACTED 

Q YOU KNOW THIS ISREDACTED SITTING RIGHT HERE? 

A HERE? 
REDACTED 

Q THIS IS SITTING RIGHT HERE. 

A OH. 

Q DID YOU KNOW THAT? 

99 

UNEDITED TRANSCRIPT OF G. NEVILLE RUCKER 

A NO, I DIDN'T KNO~ THAT. 

Q DO You- RECOGNIZE THE NAME REDACTED 
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YOUNG GIRL WHO ATTENDED ST. ANTHONY'S? 

REDACTED YOU CAN ANSWER "YES" OR "NO" IF YOU 

RECOGNIZE THE NAME. . 

THE WITNESS: PLEASE REPEAT THE QUESTION. 
BY !REDACTED 

Q 
REDACTED 

DO YOU RECOGNIZE THE NAME AS A 

GIRL WHO ATTENDED ST. ANTHONY'S? 

A NO. THAT, I THINK, WAS THE UNIFORM, BUT I DON'T 

REMEMBER THIS PICTURE. 

Q DO YOU REMEMB!::RREDACTED AS A YOUNG GIRL 

A7 ST. ANTHONYaS? 

REDACTED YOU CAN SAY "YES" OR "NO" IF YOU 

REMEMBER. I THINK IF YOU REMEMBER YOU CAN SAY i'YES" OR 

"NO. II 

THE WITNESS: YES. 

svREDACTED 

Q YOU REMEMBER SHE WAS A STUDENT AT ST. ANTHONY'S? 

.A YES. 
REDACTED 

Q HOW LONG DID YOU KNOW OR -- I'M 

SORRY __ REDACTED AT ST. ANTHONY'S? 

REDACTED HOW LONG DID HE KNOW HER THERE? 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

YES. 

WE'RE GOING TO TAKE THE FIFTH WHEN 

UNEDITED TRANSCRIPT OF G. NEVILLE RUCKER 

100 

WE'RE STARTING TO GET INTO SPECIFICS LIKE THAT. THAT'iS 

NOT--

THE WITNESS: I ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. 
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DECLINE TO ANSWER THAT QUESTION. 

syREDACTED 

Q .DID YOU EVER TAKE REDACTED CONFESSION? 

A I ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. DECLINE TO 

ANSWER THAT QUESTION. 
- . REDACTED Q O.LD ·YOU EVER GIVE .. ______ __ . 

REDACTED ALSO CAN I SAY THAT PROBABLY PRIEST 

PENITENT PRIVILEGE SHOULD BE INVOK~D ALSO. 

REDACTED 'I THINK THE FACT OF TAKING THE 

CONFESSION.DOES NOT INVOKE THE CLERGYMA~ PENITENT 

PRIVILEGE. I THINK THAT'S ~EEN ESTABLISHED BY THE COURT 

OF APPEAL. 

REDACTED 
. REDACTED 

THAT MIGHT BE • 

ARE YOU STILL REFUSING TO HAVE HIM 

ANSWER THE QUESTION? 

REDACTED WELL, ON THE FIRST GROUNDS, THE FIFTH 

AMENDMENT. 

8yREDACTED 

. Q DID YOU EVER GIVE REDACTED THE STATUE OF 

THE VIRGIN MARY AS A GIFT TO HER·AS A YOUNG STUDENT AT 

ST. ANTHONY'S? 

A I ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. DECLINE TO 

UNEDITED TRANSCRIPT OF G. NEVILLE RUCKER 

ANSWER THAT QUESTION. 
REDACTED 

Q FATHER RUCKER, DID YOU MOLEST 

WHEN SHE WAS A YOUNG GIRL? 

101 

A I ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. DECLINE TO 
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. RUCKGE3 . txt REDACTED 
THERE ANY OTHER THING THAT YOU R5~EMBER ABOUT ' 

REDACTED '947 
REDACTED WHATEVER DATE THAT WAS. I'M REFERRING 

TO THAT PARTICULAR SUIT. 

Q IS THAT CORRECT? 
REDACTED YOU CAN ANSWER THAT QUESTION. 

THE WITNESS: NO. 

8yREDACTED 

Q ALL RIGHT. THE LAST ITEM I REALLY WANT TO GO 

THROUGH IS THIS DIOCESAN STATUTES, NOT THAT YOU REMEMBER. 

THEM EXACTLY, BUT IN THE STATUTES WAS THERE ANYTHING IN 

THERE THAT REFERRED TO INAPPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR WITH 

CHILDREN THAT YOU RECALL? 

A I DON'T BELIEVE SO. 

UNEDITED TRANSCRIPT OF:G. NEVILLE RUCKER 

. Q OKAY. THANK YOU VERY MUCH, SIR. 

A CERTAINLY I DON'T REMEMBER ANYTHING. 

REDACTED THANK YOU. 

YOU MAY SWITCH. 

REDACTED MR. REDACTED IS COMING NOW. 

(DISCUSSION HELD OFF THE RECORD.) 

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: THE TAPE IS ROLLING. 

EXAMINATiON 
REDACTED BY . ··-· -------. 

141 

Q HI, MY NAME IS REDACTED AND I REPRESENT 
i 

ABOUT 16 PEOPLE INVOLVED IN THIS CASE, AND I WANT TO ASK 
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A I DON'T THINK I DID, BUT --

Q YOU DON'T RECALL THAT ~OU WENT THERE ON MANY 

OCCASIONS WHERE SHE COOKED YOU DINNER? 

UNEDITED TRANSCRIPT OF G. NEVILLE RUCKER 

A NO, NO, 

Q NOTHING LIKE THAT HAPPENED? 

A I DON'T RE~EMBER EVER GOING THERE FOR DINNER, 

NO. 

Q AND THEN YOU DID ALSO HAVE KIND OF RELIGIOUS . 

TRAINING WITH HER AT HER HOME? 

A NOT THAT I REMEMBER. 

Q READING THE ROSARY? 

A NO. 

Q NOTHING LIKE THAT TOOK PLACE? 

·A 'No, NOT TO MY BEST M~MORY. 

Q OKAY. DO YOU KNOW A MAN NAMED -- DO YOU 

152 

REMEMBEFREDACTED THE WOMAN? SHE WAS ACTIVE IN 

THE CHURCH? T~E MOTHER OF THESE DAUGHTERS? 

A NO, I DON'T. 

Q YOU DON'T HAVE ANY RECOLLECTION OF THAT NAME?· 

A NO. 

Q IN 1975 OR '76 SOMETIME DURING THAT PERIOD, DID 

YOU HAVE A DISCUSSION WITH THE FATHER OF THE CHILDREN, A 
REDACTED SORRY. REDACTED ? 

A I ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. DECLINE TO 

ANSWER THAT QUESTION ON THE F!FrH AMENDM~NT RIGHTS •. 

Q SO DID YOU EVER -- DID HE CONFRONT YOU WITH THE 
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FACT THAT HE SAID THAT HIS DAUGHTER : HAD 

BEEN MOLESTED, BY YOU? 

153 
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A I ASSERT ~y RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. .DECLINE TO 

ANSWER THAT QUESTION. 

REDACTED ON THE FIFrH AMENDMENT. 

eyREDACTED 

Q UNDER THE FIFTH AMENDMENT? 

A UNDER THE FIFTH AMENDMENT, YES. 

Q SHORTLY AFTER THAT TIME WHEN THIS CONFRONTATION 

IF YOU WILL TOOK PLACE, DID YOU THEN LEAVE FOR A PERIOD 

OF TIME, LEAVE THE ST. AGATHA PARISH? 
REDACTED OBJECTION AS PHRASED. THE QUESTION 

ASSUMES FACTS NOT IN EVIDENCE ABOUT A CONFRONTATION. 

REDACTED TO ANSWER THAT QUESTION' REDACTED 

WOULD INFER THAT IN FACT THERE WAS WHATEVER T'riE 

FOUNDATION --

REDACTED OKAY. I ILl RESTATE IT. 

REDACTED SEE IF YOU CAN DO IT IN A WAY WITHOUT 

.IT-- I DON'T ~NOW IF YOU CAN. 
REDACTED ·, ..... ------·--- ·YEAH, IT S PRETTY DIFFICULT. 

REDACTED HE WANTS TO ASK ME' A QUESTION. 

REDACTED OH, SURE. 

(DISCUSSION HELD IN PRIVATE BETWEEN THE 

WITNESS AND HIS COUNSEL.) 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

ASK ANOTHER QUESTION. REDACTED. I'M NOT -- : 

OKAY. 
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Q AT ANY TIME AFTER A CONFRONTATION WITH A PARENT 
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OF A CHILD THAT WAS IN THE ST. AGATHA SCHOOL PROGRAM, biD 

YOU IMMEDIATElY -- CONCERNING SEXUAL ABUSE, DID YOU 

IMMEDIATELY TAKE A LENGTHY LEAVE OF ABSENCE? 

REDACTED HE CAN 1 T ANSWER THAT QUESTION BECAUSE 

OF THE WAY IT'S ASKED. SO I'M GOING TO HAVE TO INSTRUCT 

HIM TO TAKE THE FIFTH BECAUSE THE FOUNDATION WOULD BE 

INCRIMINATING AS DISTINGUISHED FROM DID YOU EVER TAKE THE 

TRIP DURING THE TIME FRAME AND NOT REFERENCING ANY 

ALLEGATIONS. 

REDACTED OKAY. I'll ASK HIM THAT FIRST AND 

HE'LL JUST HAVE TO 

REDACTED HE's GOING TO TAKE THE FIFTH ON THAT 

BECAUSE -- GO AHEAD. 

ASSERT YOUR RIGHT. 

THE WITNESS: I ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. 

DECLINE TO ANSWER THAT QUESTION FIFTH AMENDMENT RIGHTS. 
BY !REDACTED 

Q AT ANY TIME DURING THE PERIOD OF 1975 TO '76, 

SOMETIME IN THAT PERIOD, OID YOU TAKE A LENGTHY LEAVE OF 

ABSENCE? 
REDACTED IF YOU RECALL THAT~ HE WANTS TO 

CONFER. 

(DISCUSSION HELD IN PRIVATE BETWEEN THE 

WITNESS AND HISiCOUNSEL.) 

REDACTED ANSWER THE QUESTION LIKE YOU JUST 
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RUCKGE3.txt 

A I ONLY RECALL SHE WORKED AT THE SEE'S CANDY 
I 

CHOCOLATE FACTORY ON FAIRFAX. 

Q .WERE YOU -- DID YOU EVER HEAR THE TERM 

ANYWHERE -- WELL, EVEN EXCLUDE THE PLAYGROUND -- THAT 

FA!HER RUB-A-DUB, .DID YOU. EVER HEAR THAT TERM AT ANY TIME 

AT ST. AGATHA? 

REDACTED 
.REDACTED 

REDACTED 

QUESTION. 

OH, WHILE HE WAS AT ST. AGATHA? 

YES. 

OH, OKAY. YOU CAN ANSWER THAT 

THE WITNESS: NO. 
BY REDACTED 

Q YOU NEVER HEARD THAT? 

A NO. 

Q DID YOU EVER SEXUALLY INAPPROPRIATELY TOUCH 

REDACTED A CHILD THAT WAS AT THE SCHOOL? . 

A I ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. DECLINE TO 

ANSWER THAT QUESTION ON THE FIFTH AMENDMENT.RIGHTS. 

. Q DID YOU EVER INAPPROPRIATE SEXUALLY TOUCH REDACTED 

REDACTED A CHILD AT ST. AGATHA Is CHURCH AT THE TIME YOU 

WERE A PRIEST AT THAT CHURCH? 

A I ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. DECLINE TO 

ANSWER THAT QUESTION ON THE FIFTH AMENDMENT RIGHTS • 

UNEDITED TRANSCRIPT OF G. NEVILLE RUCKER 

Q DID YOU EVER SEXUALLY INAPPROPRIATELY TOUCH 
\ 

i REDACTED A CHILD WHO ATTENDED ST. AGATHA CHURCH 

WHILE YOU WERE A PRIEST THERE? 
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, REDACTED 

WAS THAT THE SAME NAME YOU JUST ASKED? 
REDACTED REDACTED .• REDACTED 

'• I SAID IT WAS 

R_~Q'=-.9.IE~-- -· ·-- --. REDACTED AND NOW REDACTED 

REDACTED : OKAY. THIS IS REDACTED NOW REGARDING 
REDACTED 

THE WITNESS: . I ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. 

DECLINE TO ANSWER THAT.QUESTION ON THE FIFTH AMENDMENT 

RIGHTS. 
BY REDACTED 

Q DID YOU EVER SEXUALLY INAPPROPRIATELY TOUCH. A 

YOUNG GIRL WHILE YOU WERE A PRIEST AT ST. AGATHA NAMED 

REDACTED .? 

A I ASSERT MIGHT RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. DECLINE 

TO ANSWER THAT QUESTION ON THE FIFTH AMENDM~NT RIGHTS. 

Q DID YOU AFTER INAPPROPRIATELY TOUCH A YOUNG GIRL 

NAMED REDACTED WHO ATTENDED ST. AGATHA SCHOOL 

DURING THE PERIOD OF TIME YOU WERE A PRIEST AT ST. 

AGATHA? 

A I ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. DECLINE TO 

ANSWER THAT QUESTION ON THE FIFTH AMENDMENT RIGHTS. 

Q DID YOU EVER INAPPROPRIATELY SEXUALLY TOUCH A 

YOUNG G~Rl NAMED REDACTED WHO ATTENDED ST. AGATHA 

164 

UNEDITED TRANSCRIPT OF G. NEVILLE RUCKER 

CHURCH DURING THE PERIOD OF TIME YOU WERE A PRIEST THERE? 

i A I ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. DECLINE TO 
i 

ANSWER THAT QUESTION ON THE FIFTH AMENDMENT RIGHTS. 

Q DID YOU EVER INAPPROPRIATELY TOUCH A YOUNG GIRL 
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REDACTED 

WHO ATTENDED ST. AGATHA CHURCH DURING THE 

PERIOD OF TIME YOU WERE A PRIEST AT ST. AGATHA? 

A I ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. DECLINE TO 

ANSWER THAT QUESTION ON THE FIFTH AMENDMENT RIGHTS. 

Q DID YOU EVER INAPPROPRIATELY SEXUALLY TOUCH A 

YOUNG GIRL WHO WAS AT ST. AGATHA PARISH REDACTED 
DURING THE PERIOD OF TIME YOU WERE A PRIEST AT ST. AGATHA 

CHURCH? 

A I ASSERT MY RIG~T TO REMAIN SILENT. DECLINE TO 

ANSWER THAT QUESTION ON THE FIFTH AMENDMENT RIGHTS. 

Q DID YOU EVER SEXUALLY INAPPROPRIATELY TOUCH 
REDACTED INAPPROPRIATELY TOUCH HER 

WHILE YOU WERE A PRIEST AND.SHE ATTENDED ST. AGATHA 

PARISH DURING THE TIME YOU WERE A PRIEST'AT ST. AGATHA 

PARISH? 

A I ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. DECLINE TO 

ANSWER THAT QUESTION ON THE FIFTH AMENDMENT RIGHTS. 

Q DID YOU EVER INAPPROPRIATELY TOUCH A -~ SEXUALLY 
REDACTED . 

·INAP.PROPRIATELY TOUCH A YOUNG GIRL WHO 

ATTENDED ST. AGATHA PARISH AT THE TIME YOU WERE A PRIEST 

AT ST. AGATHA PARISH? 

165 

UNEDITED TRANSCRIPT OF G. NEVILLE RUCKER 

A I ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. DECLINE TO 

ANSWER THAT QUESTION ON THE FIFTH AMENDMENT RIGHTS. 

Q . DID YOU EVER SEXUALLY INAPPROPRIATELY TOUCH A 

YOUNG GIRL REDACTED WHO ATfENDED ST. AGATHA CHURCH 

WHILE YOU WERE A PRIEST AT ST. AGATHA CHURCH? 
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A I ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. DECLINE TO 

ANSWER THAT QUESTION ON THE FIFTH AMENDMENT RIGHTS. 

Q DID YOU EVER SEXUALLY INAPPROPRIATELY TOUCH A 

YOUNG GIRL REDACTED WHO ATTENDED ST. AGATHA PARISH 

AT THE TIME YOU WERE A PRIEST AT ST. AGATHA PARISH? 

A I ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. DECLINE TO 

ANSWER THAT QUESTION ON_ THE F!FTH AMENDMENT RIGHTS. 

Q DID YOU EVER INAPPROPRIATELY TOUCH A YOUNG GIRL 

REDACTED WHO ATTENDED ST. AGATHA PARISH CHURCH DURING 

THE TIME YOU WERE A PRIEST AT ST. AGATHA PARISH? 

A I ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. DECLINE TO 

ANSWER THAT QUESTION ON FIFTH AMENDMENT RIGHTS. 

Q DID YOU EYER INAPPROPRIATELY SEXUALLY TOUCH OR 

FONDLE A REDACTED WHO WAS A STUDENT AT ST. AGATHA 

CHURCH WHILE YOU WERE A PRIEST AT ST. AGATHA CHURGH? 

A I ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. DECLINE TO · 

ANSWER THAT QUESTION ON THE FIFTH AMENDMENT RIGHTS. 

REDACTED .JUST FOR THE RECORD FOR ALL THOSE 

QUESTIONS, I OBJECT. LACK OF FOUNDATION. 

BY !REDACTED 

UNEDITED TRANSCRIPT OF G. NEVILLE RUCKER 
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Q DID YOU EVER SEXUALLY INAPPROPRIATELY TOUCH ANY 

OTHER YOUNG GIRLS BESIDES THE ONES THAT I MENTIONED HERE 

TODAY? 

A I ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. DECLINE TO 

ANSWER THAT QUESTION ON THE FIFTH AMENDMENT RIGHTS. 

Q WERE YOU EVER -- DID ANYONE FROM THE 
Page 161 

RCALA 008966 

409172 

CCI 005766 



., 
:• 
':: 

) RUCKGE3.txt 

Q SO HE WAS AT THAT SAME CHURCH? 

A AFTER I LEFT. 

Q OKAY. I DON'T KNOW HOW TO SPELL REDACTED 

REDACTED F3_E_I?ACTED 

THE WITNESS: HIS NAME IS REDACTED FIRST NAME WAS 
REDACTED !.CAN'T REIIJIEMBER HIS LAST. 

NAME. 

8yREDACTED 

Q YES? 

A REDACTED 

I THOUGHT OF THE 

Q THANK YOU. DO YOU RECALL THE NA~E OFREDACTED 

) 
UNEDITED TRANSCRIPT OF G. NEVILLE RUCKER 

REDACTED 
AT ST. AGATHA? 

A YES. LET ME SEE NOW. WAIT A MINUTE. 

REDACTED "YES" WAS ENOUGH. 

THE WITNESS: HE SUCCEEDED REDACTED THAT's 

WHAT IT WAS. 
BY REDACTED 

Q AT ANY TIME DID YOU EVER SEXUALLY OR 

INAPPROPRIATELY TOUCH ANY YOUNG GIRLS IN THE RECTORY 

WHILE YOU WERE WITH THEM IN THE RECTORY? 

REDACTED ANYWHERE? IN ANY RECTORY? 

MR. GOLDBERG: AT ST. AGATHA. SORRY. AT ST. 

AGATHA. 

i THE WITNESS: I ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. 

DECLINE TO·ANS~ER THAT QU~STION ON THE FIFTH AMENDMENT 

GROUNDS. 
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----------REDACTED 
; 

Ar~bt.HOcese of Los Aregeles 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL· 

18 October 2006 

Reverend George Neville Rucker 

Dear Father Rucker, 

!..o:; .;j.ngeJes 
Cal:fomi.::. 
90010-2.2.()1. 

I am writing to you in my capacity asREDACTED for the Archdiocese of Los An-
geles, and wish to inform you that a Report is being prepared for the Congregation for the Doc
trine of the Faith in Rome regarding the allegations of sexual abuse advanced against you. · 

) These past many months, Cardinal Mahony has been meeting with victims who anege 
sexual abuse at the hands of L.A. clergy, including many who have claimed that they ·were 
abused by you. As you might expect, these experiences have been most intense and have 
brought His Eminence to engage in deep reflection and feryent prayer concerning-the situations 
of the accusers and the clergy accused, as well as concerning the greater good of the local 
Church and of the community at large. · 

With regard to yoill particular case, this further reflection and prayer has convinced the 
Cardina} that the measures taken to date do not sufficiently redress the harm done_to the mdivid
ual victims, nor do they adequately repair the scandal given to the community or restore justice. 
The life of prayer and penance to which you have been bound by the Decree of 13 December 
2005 -which, in filial obedience, you have accepted as a sign of willing reform and atonement 
- is deemed sufficient in providing for your own personal correction and spiritual welfare, but it 
is His Eminence's concern that the further interests of the community, especially with regard to 
the aforementioned reparation of scandal and restoration of justice, are not properly addressed in 
the obligations imposed on you by that Decree. 

It is my unpleasant duty to Inform you that the Cardinal has therefore determined that 
anything short of your dismissal from the clerical state will not adequately resolve the matter 
with regard to these further issues. 

Inasmuch as you have indicated that you do not desire to petition our Holy Father Pope 
Benedict XVI for laici±ation, in the votum that will accompany the Report Cardinal Mahony will 

) r~quest that the Congregation recommend to His Holiness that he dismiss you ex officio' from the . 
clerical state. · 
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As I inform you of this decision on the part of our Archbishop, I invite you to send to me 
any statement that you may wish to make regarding your particular case so that I oan include it 
with the Report that will be sent to the Congregation. Aware that in the past you have· sought 
canonical advice :fromREDACTED I am taking the liberty of sending him a copy of this 
letter, in the event that you might wish to consult him in preparing a statement to be included in 
the Report. If you wish to make such a statement, please see that it is delivered to me no later 
than Friday, 10 November 2006. 

Should vou have any questions or concerns regarding this matter, please feel free to con
tact me a1REDACTED , and I will be happy to discuss the situation with you. Do let me reas
sure you at the outset, however, that regardless of the decision made by the Congregation and 
ultimately by Pope Benedict XVI himself with regard to your case, it is not foreseen that there 
will be any change in the support that you are presently receiving from the Archdiocese. 

Once more, know of my readiness to speak with you should you have any questions, and 
be assured of my prayers for you as we seek to bring this difficult situation to a proper close. 

cc: Msgr. Gabriel Gonzales 
REDACTED 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

REDACTED 
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REDACTED 

REDACTED 

ArchdioceseofLos Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA. 90010 

October 23,2006 

Re: Reverend George Neville Rucker 

D 
REDACTED ea 

Thank you for youi-letter of19 October, 2006 and the accompanying letter of 18 
October, 2006 to Father Rucker informing him of the Cardinal's intent to ·petition CDF 
for Father Rucker's ex officio dismissal from clerical state. · 

) In accordance with Father Rucker's desire to live out his life as a priest (cleric) in 

) 
/ 

accordance with the agreement !~ached with the Cardinal and memorialized in the 
Cardinal's decree ofDecember 13, 2005, I am submitting the enclosed opposition to the 
Cardinal's request for Father Rucker;s ex officio dismissal from the clerical state. 

With every best wish, 

Sincerely and respectfully yours, 
REDACTED 

cc: His Eminence Roger Cardinal Mahony. 
Reverend George Neville Rucker 

·! 
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27 October 2006 

REDACTED 

Re: The Reverend George Neville Rucker 
Accused of Graviora Delicta 
(Repmt not yet made to the Congregation) 

Cardinal William Joseph Levada 
Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
00120 Vatican City · 

Your Eminence: 

L-:::.s Anga!c 
Cru!fcrnl?. 
S'-GOI0-2202 

I write to you in my role asREDACTED for the Archdiocese of Los Ang~les 
with regard to the above-named Case. 

It has coine to my attention that in a letter dated 23 October 2006 -REDACTED 
REDACTED, the canonical advisor of the above-named cleric, has written directly to you at the 

Congregation regarding a request that Cardinal Mahony intends to make. This letter from 
REDACTED 3eems premature in light of the fact that your Office has not yet been informed 
of this particular Case. In fact, the Cardinal still needs to communicate further with the 
priest involved before the full R~port of this matter can be compl~ted in proper forin and 
duly submitted. · 

Unfortunately; .this is not the first time tha·REDACTED has been the cause of 
unnecessary complications in dealing with these difficult cases. It is precisely when faced 
with such situations that I am able to appreciate all the more the Congregation's wisdom in 
requiring a new pennission each time a non-cleric is to serve as an advocate in these 
matters. 

It is my hope, Your Eminence, that ~~bP.g-f{6 nf mine will help to clarify any 
puzzlement that might arise at the receipt of comments on the above-named 
Case, a Case about which the Congregation has yet to be informed. ~ shall see to it that the 
full Report, properly prepared and duly accompanied by Cardinal Mahony's votum, is 
promptly sent to your Office when it is complete. · 

Thcinking you for your kind understanding in this matter, and assuring you of my 
esteem and prayerful best wishes, I remain · 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
REDACTED 
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Cffke of 
Archcliocase of Los Ang.:le5 

3424 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

November 6, 2006 

Reverend George Neville Rucker 

Dear Neville, 

Los j~ni.e:es 
Cr.i!fornla 
~:J:j! C-.2102 

As you already know, after serious reflection, prayer and deliberation, I have come to the 
. difficult conclusion that your situation must be revisited, that the measures taken to date are 
really inadequate for properly resolving the many different issues involved. At this point, before 
submitting the Report that) am required to make to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith concerning the allegations against you, and as I prepare to formulate my official recom
mendation on the matter, I wish to make one final paternal appeal to you. · 

AsREDA~TED explained in his letter to you, although I am confident that your per
sonal correction and spiritual welfare are suitably provided for in the obligations contained in the 
Decree binding you to a life of prayer: and penance - obligations which you have obediently 
accepted, for which I am appreciative - there still remains the broader issue of the public good. 
This inclUi;les the need to redress the harm done to the victims, to repair the scandal given and to 
see that justice is suitably restored. I am convinced that these matters cannot be definitively re
solved as long as you continue to be recognized by the Church as. a cleric and a priest. 

Believe me when I say that I understand the distress and anxiety that my words may 
cause you. But as REDACTED _ I have the solemn duty to care not only for the well-being of 
each individual but also for the common good. I understand that your canonical advisor has 
counseled you not to seek voluntary laicization, and that your decision at this time is not to make 
such a request of our Holy Father. Nonetheless, I do want to invite you one last time to recon
sider that decision and to make a petition to Pope Benedict XVI asking him to return you to the 
lay state. Given the fact that priesthood is so dear to you, this would be a mark of sincere humil
ity and genuine penance, and also a sign of true altruisffi, placing others and the good of the 
Church before your own desires and self-interests. 

I am fully awar~ of the difficult decision that I am placing before you, and I wquld, wel
come the opportunity to discuss the· matter with you in person. I therefore ask the conMdetation 
of a written reply directly from you no later than November 17, 2006. In this reply, you can let 
me know if you would like a personal meeting, in which case you will be contacted so that the 
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necessary arrangements may be made; if, however, you do not wish to meet with me personally, 
you can simply inform me of your decision. In this way, I shall be in a position to give a com
plete and accurate account to the Holy Father. 

Neville, know of my prayers for you in these most difficult circumstances, and of my 
prayers for all those who have been harmed by sexual abuse on the part of our priests. 

cc: Monsignor Gabriel Gonzales 
REDACTED 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

0 ;/() 
--~~i l ~ ·.~. 

tl. 
Cardmal Roger M. Mahony 
Archbishop ofLos Angeles 

\ . 
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DEPOSITION 
G@ NEVILLE RUCKER 

LOS ANGEI:ES; CALIFORNIA 
. NOVEMBER 21, 2005 

IN RE: CLERGY CASES I 
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11:53:50 19 

11:53:55 20 

11:54:00 21 

11:54:06 22 

11:54:09 23 

rucker. txt 
corroborate other witnesses under those 

circumstances. Also an invasion of his privacy. 

And we have less intrusive means of obtaining that 

through the various files that you folks have. 

I'm going to instr~:~ct you not to answer 

11:54:11 24 that question and you can read that until we get 

11:54:13 25 sick of you reading it. 

G. Neville 

11:54:15 i 

11:54:17 2 

11:54:21 3 

11:54:23 4 

11:54:27 5 

11:54:28 6 

11:54:30 7 

11:54:33 8 

11:54:49 9 

THE WITNESS: I assert my right to remain 

silent and decline to answer that question. 

REDACTED As to the less· intrusive 

means that was advanced, I'd just like to say I was 

asking about any conversations, and not all 

conversations would necessarily have been documented 

nor would all those records necessarily still have 

been kept. 

· 'Q Father Rucker, have you ever allowed a 

11:54:52 10 minor to be alone with you in any rectory that you 

11:54:57 11 

11:54:58 12 

served at? 
REDACTED He'll be instructed not to 

11:55:00 13 answer that question and it doesn't require a· 

11:55:02 14 comment. 

11:55:04 15 THE WITNESS: I assert my right to remain 

11:55:06 16 silent and decline to answer that question. 

11:55:08 17 REDACTED And that 1s pursuant to the 

11:55:12 18 Fifth Amendment. 

11: 55:16 19 Q BY REDACTED Is that pursuant to. the 

11:55:16 20 

11:55:18 21 

Fifth Amendment? 

A on the basi.s of the Fifth Amendment. 
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12:16:29 13 answer that question. 

12:16:30 14 THE WITNESS:• I assert my right to 1emain 

12:16:32 15 silent and decline to answer that question. 

12:16:39 16 REDACTED Let • s go off the record for a · 

12:i6:40 17 minute. 

12:16:41 18 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Off the record at 

12:16:44 19 12:16 p.m. 
12:16:57 20 (Pause in ~he proceedings) 

12:16:57 21 

12:16:57 22 

12:16:57 23 

12:17:14 24 

12:17:16 25 

EXAMINATION 
BYREDACTED 

• REDACTED 
Q Father Ru-cker, my name 1s and I 

represent the lady in th·e red sweater down there and 

G. Neville 

12:17:20 1 

12:17:25 2 

12:17:30 3 

12:17:32 4 

12:17:33 5 

12:17:35 6 

12:17:40 7 

12:17:40 8 

12:17:43 9 

12:17:45 10 

12:17:47 11 

12:17:48 12 

12:17:49 13 

12:17:50 14 

12:17:52 15 

REDACTED and REDACTED That lady's ·name 

.; 5REDACTED , she alleges that you molested her 

as a little girl. Did you do that? 

REDACTED Ii~ going to instruct my 

client not to answer that question for.the Fifth, 

the sixth·, the right of privacy. And you will 

.follow my instruction. 

THE WITNESS: I will. 

Q REDACTED oi d you rape REDACTED 

REDACTED I'm going to give him the same 

instruction and you'll follow my instruction·. 

THE WITNESS: I will. 

Q 
BY REDACTED could you read the --

A I assert my right to remain silent, decline 
i .. , . ' \ 

to answer that question. 
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12:17:55 16 

12:17:58 17 

Q 
ruclo:.r t-vt-

Did you rape REDACTED 1 

REDACTED 
I'm going•to give the same MR. 

12:18:00 18 instruction for the same reasons and you can follow 

12: 18:01 19 my instruction and you can read ·that for REDACTED 

12:18:04 20 THE WITNESS: I assert my right to remain 

12: 18: os· 21 si 1 ent, decline to answer that ques.ti on. 

12: 18: 09 22 Q BY REDACTED ': oi d you in any way sexua 11 y 

12:18: 11 23 touch REDACTED 

12:18:15 24 REDACTED I'm going to instruct him to 

12:18:17 25 give the same answer that he did a moment ago for 

59 
ker, G. Neville 
60 

12:18:19 1 

12:18:20 2 

12:18:22 3 

the same reasons and you may read. 

THE WITNESS: I assert my right to remain 

silent and decline to answer that question. 

59 

12:18:25 4 Q BY REDACTED Did you ever serve with ·,REDACTED 

12:18:26 

12.:18:30 

12:18:31 

12:18:35 

12:18:37 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

REDACTED after she became a·nun? 

REDACTED I'm going to instruct him not 

to answer that question as it may tend to be 

corroborative under the Fifth, the sixth, the right 

of privacy and instruct him not to .. answer and you 

12:18:40 10 can read that. 

12:18:41 11 ·THE WITNESS: I assert my right to remain 

12:18:44 12 silent, decline to answer that question. 

12:18:46 13 Q BY REDACTED Did you ever manipulate 

12:18: so 14 REDACTED mother and father so you could have access to 

12:18~54 15 her sexually? 

12:18:56 16 REDACTED I'm going to instruct him not 

12:18:57 10 to answer for the same reasons that I previously 

12:18:59 18 stated and you will follow my instruction. You may 
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12:19:02 19 read this. And I might add with all due respect, 

REDACTED 12:19:05 20 that you can rest assur~d that every 

12:19:08 21 question dealing.with specific mi.sconduct will 

.:;:~ ··.1:: \ 

12:19:11 22 

12:19:14 23 

12:19:15 24 

12:19:17 25 

receive the same response. 
REDACTED I'm not arguing with you. I 

understand~ I'm just making my record. 
REDACTED 

Ivm just telling you that. 

~·})!:.'.'page 60 
.\:'L; Rucker, G. Nevi 11 e 
·::~:~):,page 61 
::~.:;;;;; :· 1 12 •19 •18 1 

12:19:19 2 

12:19:22 3 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

I'm not surprised. 

That's for all victims? 

All victims. 

12:19:22 4 Q REDACTED Father Rucker, did you ever 

12:19:24 5 place your hand or finger inside REDACTED 

12:19:27 6 vagina? 

12:19:28 7 REDACTED I'm going to instruct him not 

·~::zo 

12:19:29 8 to answer that question on the same grounds we've 

12:19:32 9 dis€ussed previously, and you'll follow my 

12:19:33 10 instruction; am I correct? 

::,:··.'21 12:19:35 11 THE WITNESS: Yes. I asSert my right to 

12:19:40 12 

12:19:43 13 

12:19:44 14 

12:19:46 15 

12:19:48 16 
:; :;j:\'·32 
.. '.f:;· '33 12•19• 51 17 ·' :::::":' . 34 • • 

·.:r·,·: 35 12:19: 53 18 
. 36 
·37 12:19:55 19 
38 
39 12:19:56 20 
40 i 

': 41 12:20:00 21 
42 

remain silent and decline to answer that question. 

Y REDACTED O. d h REDACTED Q B : 1 you ever touc. 

REDACTED breasts as a little girl? 

REDACTED I'm .going to instruct him not 

to answer on the same grounds we previously 

discussed and you will follow my instruction not to 

respond to that question . 

THE WITNESS: I assert my right to remain 

silent, decline to answer that he q~estion. ... \ 

Q REDACTED Have you ever had sexua 1 
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rucker.txt 
'46 
)47 14:22:43 24 THE WITNESS: It's a rather fuller mass 

48 
49 14:22:50 25 garment than the ordinary ones. It's the outer 

... 50 
51 
52 156 . 

page 156 
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page 157 

1 14:22:55 1 
2 
3 14:22:59 2 
4 
5 14:23:01 3 
6 
7 14:23:05 4 
8 
9 14:23:08 5 

. ~ 10 
. 11 14:23:09 6 

12 
13 14 : 2 3 : 12 7 
14 
15 14:23:15 8 
16 
17 14:23:18 9 
18 

garment a priest uses when he says mass. 
REDACTED 

Q BY Did you say mass to the 

children depicted in this photograph? 

MR.REDACTED He'll not answer that question 

pursuant to -- he'll be instructed not to answer and 

he will follow my instruction. A~sumes a fact not 

in evidence.· 

Q . BY REDACTED Did you serve in any capacity 

at ~aint Anthony's parish in El segundo, california 

· · ·: 19 14 .: 2 3 : 22 10 between 1963 and 1968? 
)' 20 

.(. ~. 21 14:23:25 11 
. ; 22 

MR. REDACTED) He'll be instructed not to 

He'll follow my instruction ... 23 14:23: 26 12 answer that question. 
24 

'25 
26 
27 
28 

.29 
. ·.30 

14:23:29 13 pursuant to the Fifth Amendment. 
14:23:30 14 .Q BY REDACTED Did you molest REDACTED · 

14: 23:34 15 REDACTED 

:31 14:23:35 16 
. 32 

MR. FREDACTEDD He.'ll be instructed not to 

·33 14:23:36 17 
'34 

answer that question and he'll follow my 

·· 35 14:23:38 18 instruction. Read it. 
:36 
. 7 14:23:41 19 · tHE WITNESS: I assert my right to remain 

8 
9 14:23:41 20 silent and decline to answer that question. 

14:23:44 21 Q BY REDACTED Did you inolest REDACTED 

14:23:47 22 RE~~~~~~- otherwise known as REDACTED 

14:23:49 23 REDACTED same instruction. You may 

14:23:50 24 read this. 

14:23:52 25 THE WITNESS: I assert my right to remain 
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19 14:28:29 10 
) 20 

21 14:28:32 11 
22 
23 14:28:33 12 
24 
25 14:28:36 l3 
26 
27 14:28:36 14 
28 
29 14:28:39 15 
30 
31 14:28:41 16 
32 
33 14:28:43 17 
34 
35 14:28:47 18 
36 
37 14:28:49 19 
38 
39 14:28:49 20 
40 

. ·. 41 14:28:51 21 
42 
43 14:28:54 22 

·- 44 
45 ~4:28:57 23 
46 
47 14:28:57 24 
48 
49 14:28:59 25 
50 
51 
52 

rucker. txt 
you're reading these objections, what are you 

objecting to? 

A only what my attorney told me I've been 

charged with. 

Q so if he told you to read that, you read it 

with knowledge of wliat it means or just because he 

told you to read it? 

A oh, no. I know what it means. 

Q ·Could you tell me so I understand what it 

means. 
REDACTED It's an incomplete question. 

It's vague and I'm confus~d. ~re you asking does he 

understand what it means to say "I assert my right 

to remain silent and decline to answer that 

question"? Is that the question? 
REDACTED • REDACTED 

MR. Not necessar1ly content, 

162 

page 162 
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page 163 

1 14:28:59 
2 
3 14:29:03 
4 
5 14:29:07 
6 
7 14:29:09 
8 
9 14:29:10 

10 
11 14:29:11 
12 
13 14:29:14 
14 
15 14:29:16 
16 
17 14:29:18 
18 
19 14:29:21 

-20 
21 14:29:23 

.. 22. 
. '23 

~~<*-f);~;? 24 

14:29:26 

.::·: 

·~;;/ 
·::·· 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

what I'm asking, I've sat here and I've watched him 

read wnat you've told him to read .. ~y feeling is, 

my understanding is I don't think he knows what he's 

reading. 

Q Are you aware of what you're reading and 

what it means? 
REDACTED I'm going to object. That's a 

vague question. When you say he '·s not sure what he 

reads, are you really asking him does he understand 

that by reading this language, he's invoking the 

Fifth Amendment and right against 

self-incrimination? 
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31 
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33 
34 
35 
36. 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 

14:29:29 13 
· "'"cker. txt . 

MR.REDACTED What I'm trying to determine, 

14 •,29•.30 14 REDACTED 1'S 51'mply th1'S, Wh h d h b" t' en e rea s t at o Jec. 1on 

14:29:33 15 

14:29:35 16 

14:29:37 17 

14:29:40 18 

14:29:41 19 

14:29:44 20 

asserting his right under the Fifth Amendment, does 

he know what he's saying or does he just know that 

he's reading something that he's told? 

REDACTED I'm going to 1 et you answer 

that if you understand what he's asking you. 

THE WITNESS: Of course I know what it 

·14:29:45 21 means. 

14:29:45 22 Q syREDACTED could you tell me what it 

14:29:47 23 means. I want to know what· your understanding is. 

14·:29:49 24 A I'm not a lawyer but I know that when you 

14:29:52 25 assert your right to remain silent under the 

page 163 
, Rucker, G. Neville 
page 164 

protection of the Fifth Amendment, that you have 

163 . 

1 14:29:54 1 
2 
3 14:29:58 2 
4 

that right to do so anytime that you've been accused 

5 14:30:03 3 
6 
7 14:30:0'6 4 
8 
9 14:30:07 5 

10 
11 14:30:10 6 
12 
13 14:30:10 7 
14 

. . 15 14: 30: 11 8 
';: 16 
; ; 17 14: 30: 19 9 
. 18 

19 14:30:19 10 
· .. 20 
. 21 14:30:25 11 

22 
23 14:30:26 12 

. 24. 
25 14:30:26 13 

. 26 
27 14:30:26 14 

·.· 28 
. 29 14:30:26 15 
·: 30 

of ·something if it's going to incriminate you. 
.REDACTED There's a possibility of 

incrimination, right, that's correct; 

THE WITNESS: I'm insulted. 
REDACTED so that's a clear 

understanding. I appreciate that. 
REDACTED what was that last statement 

the witness made, Ms. Reporter? 

THE COURT REPORTER: "I'm insulted." 

REDACTED That's what I thought he said. 
REDACTED would you repeat that, please. 

THE COURT REPORTER: "I'm insultecJ." 
I 

THE WITNESS: You think I'm sitting here 
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310-372-1111 SOUSA COURT REPORTERS 714-571-0111 

1 A NO, NOT THAT I REMEMBER. 

2 Q DO YOU RECALL BEING AWARE THAT PRIOR TO 1986 AN 

3 ADULT BEING INVOLVED SEXUALLY WITH A MINOR WAS UNLAWFUL? 
REDACTED 

4 I'M SORRY. I WAS DISTRACTED. COULD· 

· 5 YOU REPEAT. 

6 BY REDACTED 

7 Q DO YOU RECALL BEING AWARE PRIOR TO 1986 THAT AN 

8 ADULT ENGAGING IN SEXUAL RELATIONS WITH A MINOR WAS 

9 UNLAWFUL? 

10 REDACTED ARE YOU ASKING WHETHER HE KNEW THERE 

11 WAS A LAW AGAINST IT? IS THAT THE QUESTION? 

YES. 12 

13 

REDACTE"REDACTED 

REDACTED I'LL LET YOU ANSWER THAT QUESTION. DO 

14 YOU KNOW --

15 THE WITNESS: REPEAT IT AGAIN FOR ME, PLEASE .. 

. 16 . BY REDACTED 

17 Q SURE. DO YOU RECALL WHETHER BEFORE 1986 YOU HAD 

18 AN AWARENESS THAT ENGAGING -- FOR AN ADULT TO HAVE SEXUAL 

19 RELATIONS WITH A MINOR WAS UNLAWFUL? 

20. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A NOT TO MY MEMORY. 

Q SO PRIOR TO 1986 YOU HAD NO AWARENESS THAT THAT 

SORT OF CONDUCT WAS ILLEGAL? 

REDACTED 
YOU CAN ANSWER IF YOU -- WELL, WAIT A 

SECOND. 
i 

{DISCUSSION HELD OFF TH~ RECORD.) 
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310-372-1111 SOUSA COURT REPORTERS 714-571-0111 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

WHAT IS THE QUESTION? 

WHY DON'T WE HAVE IT READ BACK NOW. 

I'M TRYING TO SEE WHAT THE DIFFERENCE 

WAS BETWEEN THE LAST QUESTION AND THIS QUESTION. 

REDACTED 
YOU CAN GO AHEAD AND HAVE IT READ 

BACK. 

(RECORD READ AS FOLLOWS: 

"Q SO PRIOR TO 1986 YOU HAD NO AWARENESS THAT 

THAT SORT OF CONDUCT WAS ILLEGAL?rr) 

REDACTED WELL, YOU'RE ASKING THE SAME.QUESTION A 

11 SECOND TIME? 
REDACTED 

12 IT'S SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT. 

13 THE WITNESS: WILL YOU REPEAT.BOTH OF THEM SO I CAN 

14 HEAR THEM. 

15 (RECORD READ AS FOLLOWS: 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

DO YOU RECALL WHETHER BEFORE 1986 YOU HAD 

AN AWARENESS THAT ENGAGING -- FOR AN ADULT TO HAVE 

SEXUAL RELATIONS WITH A MINOR WAS UNLAWFUL? 

"A NOT TO MY MEMORY. 

"Q SO PRIOR'TO 1986 YOU HAD NO AWARENESS THAT 

THAT SORT OF CONDUCT WAS ILLEGAL?") 

REDACTED SO THAT'S REALLY BEEN ASKED AND 

23 ANSWERED. HE DIDN 1 T RECALL THAT. SO ASK ANOTHER 

24 QUESTION. 

25 REDACTED HE DIDN'T S~Y HE DIDN'T RECALL THAT. 
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4 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

310-372-1111 SOUSA COURT REPORTERS 714-571-0111 

WELL, HE WANTS TO TALK TO ME. 

(DISCUSSION HELD IN PRIVATE BETWEEN THE 

WITNESS AND COUNSEL.) 

WELL, I'M GOING TO INSTRUCT HIM NOT TO 

5 ANSWER THE QUESTION. IN ADDITION TO MY OBJECTION OF 

6 ASKED AND ANSWERED, I WILL NOW INSTRUCT HIM NOT TO ANSWER 

7 THAT QUESTION ON THE FIFTH AMENDMENT BECAUSE BASED ON MY 

8 UNDERSTANDING OF THE FACTS THAT IT WOULD TEND TO 

9 INCRIMINATE IF WE GET INTO THIS AREA BASED ON THE FACTS 

10 AND BASED ON THE LAW. 

11 SO I'LL INSTRUCT HIM NOT TO ANSWER THE QUESTIONS 

12 THAT GO TO HIS SPECIFIC INTENT. HAVING BEING CONCERNED 

13 ABOUT THE CONCEPT OF A SPECIFIC INTENT, THEN HIS STATE OF 

14 MIND IS OF CONCERN TO ME. I THINK IT WOULD TEND TO BE 

15 · INCRIMINATING. I'M GOING TO INSTRUCT HIM TO THIS HERE. 

16. 

17 

18 

READ THAT. 

(DISCUSSION HELD IN PRIVATE BETWEEN THE 

WITNESS AND His· COUNSEL.) 

THE WITNESS:· AFTER I SAID NO -19 

20 
REDACTED YEAH, I KNOW. I'VE GOT IT. so WE 9 VE 

21 CORRECTED IT. RIGHT, RIGHT. 

22 BY REDACTED 

23 Q ARE YOU GOING TO FOLLOW YOUR COUNS~L'S 

INSTRUCTION? 24 

2s REDACTED i 
GO AHEAD AND ANSWER THIS QUESTION HERE. 
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310-372-1111 SOUSA COURT REPORTERS 714-571-0111 

.1 THE WITNESS: I ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. 

2 DECLINE TO ANSWER THAT QUESTION.' 

3 BY REDACTED 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Q DO YOU RECALL AT ANY POINT WHILE YOU WERE AN. 

ACTIVE PRIEST EVER RECEIVING ANY INSTRUCTION FROM THE 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES. REGARDING REPORTING 

OBLIGATIONS RELATING TO SEXUAL ABUSE OF MINORS? 
REDACTED ·THIS WOULD BE A "YES" OR A "NO" ANSWER 

9 HE v S ASKING YOU. DO YOU REMEMBER THE QUESTION HE ASKED? 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21' 

22 

23 

24 

25 

DO YOU WANT HIM'TO REPEAT IT FOR YOU? 

THE WITNESS: MIGHT REPEAT IT JUST TO BE SURE. 

BY REDACTED 

Q DURING THE TIME THAT YOU WERE AN ACTIVE PRIEST 

THAT ENTIRE riME, DO YOU RECALL THERE EVER BEING ANY 

INSTRUCTION FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES REGARDING 

YOUR OBLIGATIONS AS A PRIEST TO REPORT SUSPECTEP 

CHILDHOOD MOLESTATION? 

A NO. 

REDACTED I WOULD OBJECT. .IT LACKS F(>UNDATION 

AND CALLS FOR SPECULATION AND I THINK YOU'RE REFERENCING 

WHETHER HE.HAD A LEGAL OBLIGATION AS A PRIEST. 
REDACTED HE DID NOT. HE DID NOT UNTIL 1997, I 

BELIEVE, HAVE A LEGAL OBLIGATION, BUT THE QUESTION WASN'T 

LEGAL OBLIGATION, SO 
i 

THE WITNESS: I THINK I ANSWERED NO. 

G. NEVILLE RUCKER VOLUME II 
.: ... <·.:1:: ·. ; . 
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310-372-1111 SOUSA COURT REPORTERS 714-571-0111 

1 WERE SUFFERING FROM FATIGUE OR WEAKNESS? 

2 A I'M NOT SURE IF I TOLD HIM THAT THEN OR NOT. I 

3 DON'T REMEMBER TELLING THEM THAT. I MAY HAVE. 

4 

5 

6 ' 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

REDACTED YOU ANSWERED. 

BY REDACTED 

Q WAS MARY MAGDALEN AN ESPECIALLY STRESSFUL 

PARISH? 

A I'D SAY IT WASN'T ANY WORSE THAN MARY STAR OF 

THE SEA, SO --

Q WAS IT A LARGER PARISH COMMUNITY THAN MARY STAR 

OF THE SEA --

A NO. 

Q -- IN TERMS OF THE POPULATION? 

A I'D SAY NO. MARY STAR OF THE SEA, YOU CRAMMED 

TOGETHER LOTS OF PEOPLE AND THE FARMS IN CAMARILLO OPEN 

FIELDS. 

Q WHAT SORT OF.DUTIES DID YOU HAVE WHILE YOU WERE 

AT MARY STAR OF THE SEA? 

A BACK TO MARY STAR? 

Q I'M SORRY. I APOLOGIZE. 

WHAT SORT OF DUTIES DID YOU HAVE WHILE YOU WERE 

AT MARY MAGDALEN? 

A THE USUAL ASSOCIATE DUTIES. 

Q WERE YOU MADE AWARE AT ANY TIME YOU WERE 

ASSIGN~D AT MARY MAGDALEN THATi PARBNTS WERE MAKING 

·G. NEVILLE RUCKER VOLUME II 09/19/06 

Page 357 

409199 

RCALA 008993 

CCI 005793 



.· ... 
' ., 

.. 

$} 
·~~~·:;:: 

_;~:~ 

~!~~·~ 
: '!.. 
:·. ·-·· 

,, 

:~~·::~~· 
1 

I 1 

~::$ 
. ·~· :• 1 
~:-

~~~·; ) 
1 

';;/. 

~;·:· 

·' 1 .·. 
.. ·; 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 2 

2 

it 2 

W.!st! 
2 

~t,~;: 
2 fJ~~ 

~rY ) 2 

i~:::-:· 
~~:~~!.: 

~;, 
.:·:':,.·:·.· 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

310-372-1111 SOUSA COURT REPORTERS 714-571-0lll 

·COMPLAINTS ABOUT YOUR CONDUCT WITH LITTLE GIRLS? 

REDACTED ;I'M GOING TO INSTRUCT HIM NOT TO 

ANSWER. I'M GOING TO INSTRUCT HIM NOT TO ANSWER THAT 

QUESTION. AGAIN IT'S DEALING WITH ALLEGATIONS OF SEXUAL 

ABUSE THAT WOULD TEND TO CORROBORATE AND BE A PART OF THE 

CONSPIRACY ALLEGATION. 

AND UNDER THOSE CIRCUMSTANCES ANY ADMISSION, OF 

COURSE ANY TIME THAT -- FOR EXAMPLE .JUST SO THE RECORD 

WILL REFLECT MY THINKING, SOMEBODY MAKES AN ALLEGATION. 

IF SOMETIMES YOU FAIL TO RESPOND, THAT CAN BE INTRODUCED 

AS AN ADMISSION AGAINST YOU AND I FOLLOW WHAT JUDGE 

FROMHOLTZ SAID IN HIS ORDER. HE SAID THAT· I HAVE TO LOOK 

AT THE STANDARD, THE TEST THAT I MUST APPLY IS WHETHER OR 

NOT THE RESPONSE MIGHT BE INTRODUCED OR COULD BE 

INTRODUCED AGAINST MY CLIENT. THAT'S A STANDARD THAT 

I 'VE BEEN 6RDERED TO FOLLow·. AND UNDER THOSE 

CIRCUMSTANCES I'M GOING T01INST~UCT HIM NOT TO ANSWER 

THAT QUEST ION. _ 

SO YOU CAN ASSERT YOUR RIGHT. 

THE WITNESS: I ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. 

DECLINE TO ANSWER THAT QUESTION. 

BY REDACTED 

Q AT ANY TIME WHILE YOU WERE ASSIGNED TO ST. MARY 

MAGDALEN; DID ANY OFFICIAL OR PRIEST OF THE LOS ANGELES 
. . I . . 

I . 
ARCHDIOCESE EVER INFORM YOU THAT IT WAS WRONG TO ENGAGE 
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310-372-1111 SOUSA COURTRE,PORTERS 714'·571-0111 

IN SEXUAL RELATIONS WITH. A MINOR? 

REDACTED JUST FOR THE RECORD I'LL OBJECT. 

YOU'RE ASKING ABOUT ETHICS, CANONICAL ISSUES . 

. REDACTED 

REDACTED 

I'M GOING TO JOIN. 

IT'S NOT RELEVANT IN THIS CASE. 

THE REPORTER: SORRY. I CAN'T SEE WHO'S ·sPEAKING. 

REDACTED SURE. TO THE EXTENT THAT THE QUESTION 

SEEKS AN INTERPRETATION OF THEOLOGICAL DOCTRINE, I WOULD 

OBJECT TO THE QUESTION .ON THE BASIS THAT THAT'S ALREADY 

BEEN PRECLUDED IN THIS LITIGATION AND SO IS IRRELEVANT 

AND AN INVASION OF THE SECOND AMENDMENT'ON THE SEPARATION 

OF CHURCH AND STATE. 

REDACTED ALSO VAGUE. CLERGY PENITENT ISSUES 

AND PRIVILEGES. 
REDACTED 

I'M GOING TO JOIN IN THE OBJECTIONS . 

I'M GOING +O LET HIM ANSWER THE QUESTION. I'M NOT GOING 

TO INSTRUCT HIM. 

THE 'WITNESS: REPEAT THE QUESTION, PLEASE. 
REDACTED 

AND I'LL STIPULATE THAT THE ·SAME 

OBJECTIONS CAN STAND. I DON'T AGREE WITH THEM BUT SO 

THAT YOU DON'T HAVE TO GO THROUGH IT AGAIN. 

REDACTED THANK YOU. 

BY REDACTED 

Q AT ANY TIME WHILE YOU WERE ASSIGNED AT MARY 

MAGD~LEN IN CAMARILLO, WERE YOU-INFORMED BY ANY PRIEST OR 
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310-372-1111 SOUSA COURT REPORTERS 714-571-0111 

OFFICIAL OF THE LOS ANGELES ARCHDIOCESE THAT IT WAS WRONG 

FOR AN ADULT TO ENGAGE IN SEXUAL CONDUCT WITH A MINOR? 

A NOT THAT I REMEMBER. 

Q AT ANY TIME THAT YOU WERE ASSIGNED AT MARY STAR 

OF THE SEA, WERE YOU EVER INFORMED BY ANY PRIEST OR 

OFFICIAL OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES THAT IT WAS 

WRONG TO ENGAGE IN SEXUAL CONDUCT -- FOR AN ADULT TO 

ENGAGE IN SEXUAL CONDUCT WITH A MINOR? 

A NO. 

Q DO YOU REMEMBER PARISHIONERS AT MARY MAGDALEN 

.WITH THE LAST NAME OF REDACTED ? 

MRREDACTED YOU CAN ANSWER IF YOU KNOW THE NAME OR 

RECOGNIZE THE NAME. 

THE WITNESS: NO, I DON'T RECOGNIZE THE NAME. 

BY REDACTED 

Q D0' YOU REMEMBER A PARISHIONER WITH THE 

OFREDACTED OUT OF MARY -- ST. MARY MAGDALEN? 

.REDACTED YOU MAY ANSWER IF YOU RECOGNIZE THE 

NAME. 

THE WITNESS: NO, I DON'T RECOGNIZE THE NAME. 

BY 1REDACTED : 

Q DO YOU RECALL EVER RECEIVING A LETTER FROM A 

REDACTED , ACCUSING YOU OF MOLESTING HIS 

CHILD? 

REDACTED I'M NOT GOING TO LET HIM ANSWER THAT 
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310-372-1111 SOUSA COURT REPORTERS 714-571-0ill 

QUESTION. AGAIN TR~T'S GOING TO THE BASIS OF A POTENTIAL 

CONSPIRACY ALLEGATION. SO I'M NOT GOING TO I'M GOING 

TO INSTRUCT HIM TO TAKE THE FIFTH AMENDMENT ON THAT. 

THK WITNESS: T ASSERT MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. · 

DECLINE TO ANSWER THAT QUESTION. 

REDACTED REDACTED 
MR. I'M CONFUSED. YOU DID NOT 

INSTRUCT YOUR CLIENT ON THE FIFTH AMENDMENT ~HEN SOME OF 

THE QUESTIONS WERE ASKED WHEN HE WAS AT ST. BASIL. 
REDACTED 

DO YOU WANT ME TO RESPOND? 

YES. 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 
I AM NOT IN THE -- THE COURT WAS PRETTY 

CLEAR IN MY THINKING. IT DID NOT WISH ME TO MAKE BLANKET 

OBJECTIONS AND I HAVE MADE. EVERY EFFORT HERE THIS MORNING 
•. 

AND WILL CONTINU.E TO MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO MAKE OBJECTIONS 

WHEN I FEEL IT'S IN MY CLIENT'S BEST INTEREST TO DO SO AS 

DISTINGUISHED FROM BLANKET OBJECTIONS. 

I AM PRESUMING THAT BY FOLLOWING THE COURT ORDER 

I'M NOT THEN TOLD THAT I'M WAIVING THE TYPE OF OBJECTION 

I CAN MAKE BECAUSE I'M TRYING TO ACCOMMODATE BOTH THE 

COURT AND COUNSEL IN PROVIDING AS MUCH INFORMATION AS I 

FEEL IS APPROPRIATE. 

SO THE ANSWER TO YOUR QUESTION IS THERE WILL BE 

TIMES THAT I WILL BE EXERCISING THE FIFTH AMENDMENT AND 

JUST AS MY CLIENT ASSERTED AND THERE WILL BE TIMES THAT I 

WILt BE LETTING HIM RESPOND. AND I DON'T KNOW IF YOU 
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310-372-1111 SOUSA COURT REPORTERS 714-571-0111 

SHOULD DRAW ANY INFERENCES FROM THAT OR NOT, BUT THAT'S 

WHY YOU WILL FIND ON CERTAIN QUESTIONS I MAY RESP(JND 

DIFFERENTLY. 
REDACTED 

SO THERE WILL BE.TIMES THAT YOO WILL 

INSTRUCT YOUR CLIENT NOT TO ANSWER UNDER THE FIFTH 

AJYJENDMENT WHEN THE QUESTION IS ASKED "WERE YOU AWARE OF 

ANY COMPLAINTS BEING MADE AGAINST YOU FOR ·MOLESTING 

CHILDREN AT SUCH AND SUCH A PARISH" -- THERE WILL BE 

TIMES THAT YOU WILL INSTRUCT HIM YOUR CLIENT NOT TO 

ANSWER THAT QUESTION AS OPPOSED TO ANSWER THAT QUESTION 

WHEN HE WAS ASSOCIATED WITH OTHER PARISHES? 

REDACTED I'M GOING TO LOOK AT EACH QUESTION ON A 

QUESTION-BY-QUESTION BASIS, YES. IF I FEEL THAT MY 

CLIENT WOULD INCRIMINATE. HIMSELF BY AN ANSWER OR MIGHT 

TEND TO UNDER 404, I'LL EXERCISE MY RESPONSIBILIT!ES, 

YES. 

REDACTED SO WHEN YOU KNOW YOUR CLIENT IS GOING 

':['0 ANSWER "NO, " THAT HE KNOWS OF NO COMPLAINTS FRG)M A 

PARTICULAR PARISH, YOU'RE NOT 'GOING TO INSTRUCT HtM TO 

NOT ANSWER THE QUESTION UNDER THE FIFTH? 
REDACTED 

I DON'T THINK MR. REDACTED IS SUBJECT TO 

HIS DEPOSITION. 

REDACTED I'M TRYING TO DRAW THE DISTINCTION OF. 

WHY SOMETIMES YOU'RE INSTRUCTING HIM TO TAKE THE FIFTH 'TO 
i 

ONE QUESTION AND ANOTHER EXTREMELY StMILAR QUESTION 
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Neville Rucker 

November 15, 06 

Roger Cardinal Mahony. 
Archbishop of Los .A..ngeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2241 

· Dear Cardinal Mahony, 

Thank you for your letter of November 6, 2006. I appreciate your sincere concern 
for me and for the Church and am grateful for your prayers. 

Because I believed that my situation had been resolved by your renewed request that 
T seek voluntarily 1aici7.ation .. You have kindly explained your reasoning for wishing to 
revisit my situation and I have thought about t.hose reasons. I must in all honesty say that 
I do not see tll..at my being deprived of saying Mass privately while never publicly 
representing myself as a priest is necessary for the public good, to redress hann, to repair 
scandal or to restore justice. I am 86 years old and h~ve been a priest all of my life. The 
greatest thing I can do for anyone to whom I may have caused any bann is to offer the 
sacrifice of the Mass for them. 

T fully respect your doing whatever your conscience dictates you should do in 
carryi.ng out your dLrties as bishop. I hope that you will understand my decision not to 
comply with your request. Even after having reconsidered and prayed about the matter as 
you requested, T do not wish to seek voluntary laicization. 

Your understanding that my cMoni~~ 1 ~rlvisor has counseled me not to seek 
I I . . . . REDACTED h l r1 d vo_untary _aJ.c!Zation IS not correc.t _as never counse e_ me to o so or not to 

·do so. I made the decision not to ·seek voluntary laicization before I consulted him. I 
only asked him to advise me of the canonical ramifications and my canonical rights 
concerning any decision I might make He has always made it c!e.ar that the decision 
must be mine alone and has never tried to influence my decision. He bas acted on my 
behalf only after my telling him of my decision. 

Be assmed of a constant remembrance in my prayers. 

Sinc~:.fl ly your~, '1 /1 J)) ;' 
~:v ~ _ eville Rucker 
Cc:. Ms!lf. Gabriel C'mnzales &REDACTED ..., 
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SEPTEMBER 14, 20061 CRIMINAL Former Nun Blames Alleged Abuse for Her Loss of Faith 
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September 14, 2006 

FORlvfER NUN BLAMES ALLEGED ABUSE FOR HER LOSS OF FAITH 
By Sandra Hernandez 

Daily Journal Staff Writer 

LOS ANGELES- REDACTED _ says she lost her childhood at age 7, when a Catholic priest 
sexually abused her. . . 

· More than 50 years later, REDACTED says her battle to win an apology and money from the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles has yielded yet another loss - her faith in the church. 

"I no longer do church," REDACTED ;aid. "It's a hard thing to lose your church when it's been your whole 
life. You are thrown into space with nothing," CTED 

While many alleged victims have told their stories publiclyRED~ is unusual because she is a former 
nun who reported the alleg~d abuse in 1990; after Cardinal Roger Mahony took over the Los Angeles 
Archdiocese with a pledge to deal with sexual abuse victims. 

Moreover,RE~ACTED :la~s involve a priest who faces multiple accusers. While she said she had vague 
memories of what happened to her, she said she was too traumatized to confront it until she was 59. 

Los Angeles church officials face more than 560 civil lawsuits involving sexual abuse claims against the 
church. 

J. Michael Hennigan, an attorney for the'archdiocese. said his office is working on a settlement agreement 
that would resolve some of the oldest claims, includingREC:ACTEDJawsuit. Known as the uninsured cases, the 
settlement would cover incidents of abuse that took place before the church was insured or after 1987, when it 
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was self-insuTed. 
REDACTED says Father NeVille George Rucker abused her in 1947. Now retired, Rucker is accused of 

abusing more than 38 women over 30 years. 
On the eve of a possible settlem~nt, :RED~CTED spoke about her journey from alleged victim to plaintiff and 

a possible out-of-court agreement. 
Rucker's attorney, Donald Steier, declined to comment on the case. citing privacy and on-going mediation 

betv.reen the church and plaintiffs'law)"ers. 
Church lawyers could not be reached for comment. · 
Tall and thin, RED~CTEDstill acts like a nun. She tells her story in the lexicon of the church, using words 

like reconciliation to describe her legal battle. 
Her body, too, reveals the years spent in the chprch, the vows of poverty.f3.~1?f'~:!:.~0Jften tilts her head to 

one side -a habit she blames on neurological spasms and years spent scrubbing convent floors. 
A lifelong Catholic, REDACTED grew up in East Los Angeles and enrolled at St. Alphonsus School in 1946, 

the same year Rucker was assumed to the parish. 
The following year, REDACTED.ecalls >valking into a dimly lit school auditorium and fmding Rucker seated 

next to a movie p7;ojeotor. 
''I remember sitting on his lap," .REDACTED said. "He put his hand up my little school uniform and into my 

panties. And he put his fmger in my vagina. I don't know how long it lasted, maybe 15 minutes. He walked me 
out of the auditorium and left me. I went into the bathroom. I suppose that even then I had a sense something 
wrong had happened because I remember washing my hands, wanting to be clean.'' · 

REDACTED:old no one, but it changed her life forever. 
She-said she spent the next 45 years pushing the memory of that day, of the abuse out of her mind. 
She thought she had succeeded. She became a nun and distinguished teacher. 
But in 1973 REDACTEDfelt restless and left the convent. 
"Something inslde me no longer felt the same sense of peace that had drawn me to become a nun,'' she 

said. 
She remained close to the church, however, and took a job with the Seattle Archdiocese. There, REDACTED 

helped coordinate and run the church's ministry programs that operated in detention centers and elsewhere. 
As part of her jobRED~CTED was required to attend annual retreats. 
In 1989, during one of those retreats aimed at dealing with the burgeoning issue of sexual abuse 

Dispenza's own abuse came into focus. · 
"The light went on for me, and I immediately went to the church to talkto them about it,~ Dispenza said.· 
She asked the church for three things. 
"I wanted an apology. I wanted reconciliation where I would meet with him. and we would talk about 

what happened. And I wanted $8,000 to help cover the cost of my therapy," REDACTED said. · 
Instead she got a letter from a lawyer. "He told me I didn't have a legal leg to stand on, and it was my word 

against his," sne·said. 
She sought out counseling and eventually met with Rucker, who was now retired and living at Corpus 

Christi Church in Pacific Palisades. 
"He said he was sony," she said. "He basically told me I was a little girl who happened to be at the wrong 

place at the wrong tinie." 
A year later, RED~CTED decided· to tell church officials she was gay. "I lost my job and I became really 

deprpc:~pn " ,.he said. . . 
REDACTEDfiled a civil lawsuit against the Los Angeles Archdiocese in 2003, after she had written Cardinal 

Roger Mahony several letter and never received a response. 
Mahony barred Rucker from public ministry in 2002, according to the church. 
RED~CTED: attorney, John Manly, of Newport B~ach, said his client did not learn about the other alleged 

victims until recently when the cases against Rucker were made public. 
''l think of all the things, the cruelest thing the church did to her was not tell her there were other victims," 

Manly said. 
RED~CTED. met some of the women who have accused Rucker in March during a deposition in Los Angeles. 
"I wish I had known there were others because it would have helped me not feel so alone all those years. It 

would have helped me if I had someone to share the grief with," she said. · · 
REDACTED said she hopes a settlement can be reached soon involving some 45 cases of alleged abuse that 

took place before 1953 or after 1987. 
But for the 66-year-old plaintiff, the agreement is just one more step in the long journey towards healing. 
"It's been a long life," REDACTED: saip, her eyes welling up with tears. "I was thinking about Sept. 11 and 

realized we all have a ground·zero1morhent when our lives are changed forever. :Niine came that afternoon 
when I left my childhood in the bathroom." 
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LIAISON COUNSELS' MOTION FOR A PROTECTIVE ORDER 
• j i i : ij j '' I I 

The Court is~'U.es the following"Protective Order·· 
governing info~ation which is discovered in any 
coordinated suit:. 

.:;1 

A. ProtE!cted' 'information 
Jili 
•!II 

The following information ("protected information11 ) 

is not to be disclosed: · 
. iii 
Jll 

r!ii 
•H! 

I ~ i f .. ,, 
1) Names of plaintiffs and alleged perpetrators 

not already disclosed to the public. 

2) Names of i current and fo~$r employees and: ~gents 
of the defendants, unless they are public 
figures, or unless they are named as parties in a 
coordinated complaint by their true names, in 
accordance with Code of ;Civil Procedure (CCP) 
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"' section 340 .1 (g) (o) • 

•i'l 
r!J: 

;iii 
,;11 

;ijj 
·:!! 

Defendant 
Counsel 

'tii 
·•:t 

3) Names of non-party victims. 
jji .111 1 !}1 

4) Names of' other witnesses'i 1!unless named as"parties 
in the complaint by their true names, in 
accordance with CCP section 340.1 (g) ~ (o). 

5) Background information 
lead to the revelat.ion 
alleged perpetrators', 
identity. 

iii 

~~~t could p~tentially 
of·protected Plaintiffs', 
employees', or witnesses' 

•!'' 1 ·11 

6) Information (such as empfbyment, medical,·:: 
psychiatric, financial, and similar records) 
regarding individual plaintiffs, individual 
defendan~s, and non-par~~ 1 alleged perpet~~~ors. 

The prohibition on disclosure applies to both written 
and verbal disclosure. 

B. Exception~ 
.i;t 
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' II 
''II 

All attorneys of record may hav~ access, to the extent 
necessary to prosecute or defend their cases, to all 
protected information contairi¢~ in-discovery r~sponses 
in all of the coordinated Clergy I and II actions, 
including the information stored in Sousa. 

Pro se litigRfitS must apply ~f?i the Court for . :: 
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Defendant 
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til !iii ::;; 
permission to have access to protected information. 

When necessary, protected information may be disclosed 
by a~torneys ;;9f record to the:~flf par~ies, exper~!=!' . in
vestJ.gators, and other agents;·· and J.nsurance carrJ.ers 
claimed to cover cases for which the attorney is 
responsible. Any such person or entity to whom 
protected inf.ormation is disc.l.osed must sign an 
acknowledgment that they have!read and understand the 
terms of this Order, that they agree to abide by its 
terms, and that they understand that violation of the 
Order may result in sanctions for contempt of court. 

: ! : ; ~ : ! ' . i l 

It is the responsibility of coUnsel to act in good 
faith in determining the extent to which dissemination 
of information is necessary to further the resolution 
of the litigation, and in controlling the actions of 
others acting' on. their behalf 11and their client's:: In. 
particular, investigations are to be conducted in such 
a way as to avoid disclosure of protected information 
to the extent possible. · 

.if! :H! ::;! 

Liaison counsel is to provide notice. 

CLERK'S CERTIFICATE OF MAILING/ 
. i i~OTICE OF ENTRY :oF ORDER '·!! 

I, the below named Exec.utive Officer/Clerk of the 
above-entitled court, do hereby certify that I am not 
a party to tn~ cause herein, :ftrd that this dat~:I 
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REDACTED 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

. CONFIDENTIAL 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2202 

RE: Dismissal of George Neville Rucker from the Clerical State, 
Annotation of Baptismal Record 

21 May.2008 

The Reverend Pastor or Parish Administrator 
Saint Patrick Church 
222 N. Ward St. 
Ottumwa, IA 52501 

Reverend and Dear. Father/P~ish Administrator, 

George Neville Rucker, born on 14 September 1920, was baptized at Saint Patrick 
Church on 18 October 1920. On 4 May 1946.lie was ordained to the Sacred Order of 
Priesthood for service to the Archdiocese of Los Angeles in Califonria. 

On 8 February 2008 His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI dismissed Father Rucker 
from the clerical state and dispensed him from all obligations connected to Holy Orders. 
I would now ask you kindly to make a notation of this dismissal and dispensation on 
Rucker's baptismal record. The notation may read in these or similar words: 

am 

Dismissed from the clerical state 
and dispensed from all clerical obligations 

on 8 February 2008. 

I would also ask you kindly to notify me when the above notation has been made. 

Thanking you for your assistance in this matter, and with prayerful good wishes, I. 

REDACTED 

REDt..CTEb X 
l7 ~ REDACTED • l£i 

. \l / REDACTED C,O '><.'-~ 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 

REDACTED 
(' REDAvlt::U (tl 4. 

.J """'"" "&vv- , 'x "-'< lev 
JIJ. \,X.' Oro'l" / 

ll~ X. , REDACTED 
\}'- (J; \. 

/y · \~ f f ~~DACTED 
,..,., ~~ li\ 

(\() ><'Y 
~ IY ..ru 

\!.~ 
I 

REDACTE[ 

Pastoral Regions: Our lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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-----------------------------REDACTED 
3424 . Los Angeles 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles Wilshire California 
Boulevard 90010-2202 

CONFIDENTIAL 

RE: Dismissal of George Neville Rucker from the Clerical State, 
Annotation of Baptismal Record · 

21 May2008 

The Reverend Pastor or Parish Administrator 
Saint Patrick Church 
222 N. Ward St. 
Ottumwa, IA 52501 

Reverend and Dear Father/Parish Administrator, 

George Neville Rucker, born on 14 September 1920, was baptized at Saint Patrick 
Church on 18 October 1920. On 4 May 1946 he was ordained to the Sacred Order of 
Priesthood for service to the Archdiocese of Los Angeles in California. 

On 8 February 2008 His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI dismissed Father Rucker 
from the clerical state and dispensed him from all obligations connected to Holy Orders. 
I would now ask you kindly to make a notation of this dismissal and dispensation on 
Rucker's baptismal record. The notation may read in these or similar words: 

am 

Dismissed from the clerical state 
and dispensed from all clerical obligations 

on 8 February 2008. 

I would also ask you kindly to notify me when the above notation has been made. 

Thanking you for your assistance in this matter, and with prayerful good wishes, I 

~incerelv vours in Christ. 
REDACTED 

409216 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 

RCALA 009010 

CCI 005810 



() 

Q 
a 
a 
(]1 
(X) ..... ..... 

.j:o. 

f2 
N ..... 
.....:1 

-u::zaq...,c;a ::u:ucu .. :;:A c;aw=wiWi -a--..._.~.~·~"-'~~~···. .....;.__;.···· ·~ .. .;..;.... 

Certificate 

. . g,au. m.~cnrb. in nigudt by ~fU. __ 

::0 
m 

~ 
~ 
§· 

tttttlJ lipnua!lrn.-

~~~ 
CHURCH SltA'- • 

HI<Rii 

;t)-1-.t.f/}. 

t' 

-1 • 

f9_aub_ I o, v;. 
mru_ ill ~ 

mat~ . (JcJ t.d- ; 9 .Lf tf pJ 

I' 

-----=- l!l .;) d 
~ I r-

;u 
m 
$' 

f 
- 0 m 
!i! o--
;;j 
0 

tMEA. J. I.GGIRI CO •• CIMCltUlAD 

;o 

~ 
s;: 
0 
0 
m 
0 ...... 
...... 



APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

3799 
No ........................ . 

This No. Should Be Prefixed to the Answer 

Rev. Msgr. Gabriel Gonzales 
Vicar for Clergy 
ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 

3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2202 

Dear Monsignor Gonzales: 

(" 

3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008-3610 

April 7, 2008 

I acknowledge your kind letter of April 1, 2008,. with enclosures. 

Please assure Cardinal Mahony that the materials concerning George Neville 
RUcker, addressed to His Eminence William cardinal Levada1 have been transmitted to 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, through the diplomatic pouch. 

With coroial regards and prayerful best wishes, I am, . . 

r~lyyo~c:r~~ . · o· ..... . A 

...... :~ 

Archbishop Pietro Sambi 
Apostolic Nuncio 
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RCALA 009013 
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·OPY 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

April 1, 2008 

Office of 
VIcar for Clergy 
(213) 637-7284 

His Eminence, Cardinal William LEV ADA 
Prefect 
Congregation for the Doctrine ofthe Faith 
Vatican City State 
Europe 

RE: Prot. N. 358/2006 

Your Eminence: 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2202 

His Eminence, Cardinal Roger Mahony has asked me as his delegate to forward to you 
the enclosed copy of the decree of dismissal from the clerical state that His Holiness, 
Benedict XVI imposed upon George Neville RUCKER on February 8, 2008. 

I, as Vicar for Clergy, was the delegate of Cardinal Mahony who informed George 
Neville RUCKER on March 29,2008 ofthe decision ofthe Holy Father. You will kindly 
note that George Neville RUCKER has affixed.~ signature to the document as requested. 

With grateful appreciation for the efforts of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith in this matter, and with prayerful best wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~~ 
Reverend Monsignor Gabriel GONZALES 
Vicar for Clergy 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Aprill, 200~ 

Most Reverend Pietro Sambi 

Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(213) 637-7284 

Apostolic Nuncio to the United States of America 
3339 Massachusetts Ave NW 
Washington DC 20008-3687 

Your Excellency: 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

·:·- ;·--=--::--:- • . . 

Los Angeles 
California 
9001o-:l202 

His Eminence, Cardinal Roger Mahony has requested that I send you the enclosed 
material. His Eminence has requested that you kindly forward these materials to His 
Eminence; Cardinal William Levada, prefect for the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith. 

May I take this opportunity to thank Your Excellency for your assistance in this matter 
and to express my prayerful best wishes for a blessed Easter season. · 

With sentiments of esteem and respect,. I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~~ 
Reverend Monsignor Gabriel Gonzales 
Vicar for Clergy 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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Prot. N. 358/2006 

CONGREGATIO PRO DOCTRINA FIDEI 
(Dimissio e statu clericali ac dispensatio ab oneribus) 

Angelorum in California 
(Los Angeles, U.S.A.) 

D.n us George Neville RUCKER 

Die 8 m. Februarii a. 2008 

Summus Pontifex Benedictus, Papa XVI 

audita relatione Em.mi et Rev.mi Praefecti huius Congregationis circa gravem agendi 
.rationem supradicti presbyteri archidioecesis Angelorum in Califor:D.ia (v.d. Los Angeles, 
u.s:A.), praemissis praemittendis, suprema atque inappellabili decisione nullique recursui 
obnoxia, 

decrevit 

pro bono Ecclesiae dimissionem e statu dericali dicta presbytero irrogandam esse. 

Eidem presbytero · etiam dispensationem concedit ab omnibus oneribus sacrae 
Ordinationi conexis iuxta sequentes rationes. 

1. Dimissio ac dispensatio vim habent ab ipso momenta decisionis Romani Ponti:ficis. 

2. Dim.issionis ac dispensationis Decretum presbytero a competenti Ordinaria loci 
notificetur, cui numquam fas est duo illa elementa seiungere. Idemque insuper secumfert 
absolutionem a censuris, quatenus opus sit. 

3. Notitia dimissionis ac dispensationis adnotetur in Libris baptizatorum paroeciae 
praedicti presbyteri. 

4. Quod attinet si casus ferat, ad celebrationem canonici matrimonii, applicandae 
sunt normae quae in Codice Iuris Canonici statuuntur. Ordinarius vero curet ut res caute 
peragantur sine exteriore apparatu. 

5. Auctoritas ecclesiastica, cui spectat Decretum praefato sacerdoti noti:ficare, hunc 
· enixe hortetur, ut vitam Populi Dei, ratione congruendi cum nova eius vivendi condicione, 
participet, aedificationem praestet et ita probum Ecclesiae illium se exhibeat. Simu1 autem 

· eidem noturi:l faciat ea quae sequuntur: 
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a) presbyter dimiss11<; eo ipso amittit iura statuz clerzcalz provrza, azgnzrares er o]Jzcza 
ecclesiastica; cet~ obligationibus cum statu clerici. conexis non amplius 
adstringitur; 
b) exclusus manet ab exercitio sacri ministerii, iis exceptis de quibus in can. 976 et 
986 § 2 CJC ac propterea nequit homiliam habere, nee potest officium gerere 
directivum in ambitu pastorali neve munere cidministratoris paroecialis fungi; 
c) item nullum munus absolvere potest in Seminariis et in Institutis aequiparatis. In 
aliis Jnstitutis studiorum gradus superioris, quae quocumque ·modo dependent ab 
Auctoritate ecclesiastica, munere directivo vel officio docendi fungi nequit; 
d) in aliis vera Institutis studio rum gradus superioris ab Auctoritate ecclesiastica non 
dependentibus nu!fam theologicam disciplinam tradere potest; 
e) in Institutis autem studiorum · gradus inferioris dependentibus ab Auctoritate 
ecclesiastica, munere directivo vel officio docendi fungi nequit. Eadem lege tenetur 
presbyter dimissus ac dispensatus in tradenda Religione in Institutis eiusdein generis 
non dependentibus ab Auctoritate ecclesiastica. 

6. Ordinarius curet, quantuin fieri potest, ne nova ~ondicio presbyteri dimissi 
fidelibus scandalum praebeat. Attamen, si adest periculum minoribus abutendi, Ordinarius 
potest factum dimissionis necnon causam canonicam divulgare. 

7. Notificatio dimissionis et dispensationis fieri potest vel personaliter per notarium 
aut ecclesiasticum actuarium vel per «epistulas perscriptas» (registered). Sacerdos dimissus 
unum exemplar restitliere debet rite subsignatum ad fidem receptionis et acceptionis eiusdem 
dimissionis ac dispensationis ac simul etiam praeceptorum, quod si non faciat integer manet 
effectus huius Decreti. 

8. Tempore autem opportuno, Ordinarius competens breviter ad Congregationei:n de 
peracta notificatione referat, et si qua tandem fidelium admiratio adsit, prudenti explicatione 
provideat. 

Contrariis quibuscumque minime obstantibus. 

Ex Aedibus Congregationis, die 8 m. Februarii a. 2008 

Gulielmus Cardinalis LEV ADA 
Praefectus 

~/--h.".;.·~- . /J 
t-~/~1 

ffi Angelus .AMATO, S.D.B. 
Archiep. titularis Silensis 

a Secretis 

Subsignatio Ordinarii 
~'f'~"'e>?.v\ v, tA4 

tA-0.¥"'-c; 
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CONGREGATIO 
PRO DOCTRINA FIDEI 

PROT. N. 358./2006.:::..26262 
(]11 responrz'one jfat tt1e11tlo huius IJU111eri) 

Your Eminence, 

00120 Citta del Vatica11o, 

Palazzo del S. Uffizio 

CONFIDENTIAL 

19 February 2008 

The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith received your correspondence regarding 
the case of the Rev. George N. RUCKER, a priest incardinated in the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles, who has been accused of the sexual abuse of minors. . 

This Dicastety', after a careful and attentive study of the facts presented, and in light of the 
faculty granted to this Congregation by the Supreme Pontiff to dispense from Article 17 of the 
motu proprio S acramentorttm sanctitatis tutela requiring a penal judicial process, decided, on 18 J ap.uary 
2008, to support your request that the above mentioned priest be dismissed from the clerical state 
ex officio. 

In an audience granted 8 February 2008, the Holy Father decreed that the Rev. George N. 
Rucker is dismissed ex officio et pro bono EccleJiae from the clerical state, and is, moreover, released 
from all obligations of the Sacred Priesthood, including that of celibacy. Any censures, under 
which he may be labouring, are remitted by this decree. · 

You are kindly asked to inform Mr. Rucker of this grave decision according to paragraph 7 
of the enclosed decree. A signed and notarized copy of the decree should be returned to this 
Dicastery at your earliest possible convenience. 

With fraternal regards and prayerful best wishes, I remain 

(Enclosures) 

His Eminence 
Roger Cardinal MAHONY 

ArchbiJhop ifLo.r Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2202 
UNI1ED STATES OF AMERICA 

Yours fraternally in the Lord, 

William Cardinal Levada 
Pre.foct 

RCALA 009017 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

8 August 2007 

REDACTED 

Office of the 
Vicar for Canonical SeJVIces 
Phone: (213) 637-7201 
Fax: (213) 637-6201 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Re: The Rev. George Neville Rucker, 
CDF Prot. No. 358/06 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
0012D-Vatican City 
EUROPE 

REDACTED 

Dear 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2202 

Cardinal Mahony has asked me to send you copies of all the material we had 
seil.t to the Congregation concerning the Rucker case. Therefore, enclosed with this let
ter you will fmd the Cardinal's votum, the complete report and supporting docw:i:Ienta
tion, a.rld also a letter that I had sent to His Eminence Cardinal Levada in response to 
objections raised by Rucker's canonical advisor to an ex officio dismissal of the cleric. 

Attached to the present letter I have also included a copy of a recent article that 
appeared in the Los Angeles Times, regarding the settlement of the various civil law
suits that had been filed against the Archdiocese concerning the sexual abuse of mSnors. 
As you may know, this settlement was for a total of $660 million to be paid out to 508 
complainants claiming sexual abuse by priests or other employees of the Archdiocese. 
Of these 508 individuals, 39 claimed abuse by Rucker, and a fortieth had her claim set
tled previous to the present settlement. This settlement represents the only new devel
opment in the case since the enclosed material was sent to Rome. 

Needless to say, it is difficult if not impossible for the faithful and the commu
nity at large to understand how this man: who has caused such great harm to so many 
individuals and has given such great offence can, even in retirement, continue to be rec
ognized by the Church as a priest. As the Cardinal has stated in his votum, he sees an ex 

. officio dismissal as the only respon.Se that will "adequately redress the harm done, repair 
the scandal given or meet the demands of justice" (loc. cit .. , p. 3). In my own letter to 
Cardinal Levada addressing the objections to ari ex officio dismissal raised by Rucker's 
canonical advisor, I too tried to stress the need for the solution proposed by Cardinal 
Mahony when I noted that Rucker's own public declarations, made just last year, that he 
is still a priest and that there has been no attempt on the part of the Church to laicize 
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I . 
him are a source of grave scandal to the community, and ''are readily seen as signs of 
the Church's perceived indifference not to victims alone but also to the cause of justice" 
(Joe. cit., pp. 3-4, no. 6). · 

REDACTED lf I can be of further assistance with this case in any way, please do not 
hesitate to let me lmow, whether by post (the address is on the letterhead above), tele
phoneREDACTED 

Thank you so much for your a~sistance with these difficult matters, and I trust 
that you will have some well-deserved time away from the office this summer. Bless
ings always! 
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From the Los Angeles Times 

$660-million settlement in priest abuses 
L.A. Archdiocese's payout to 608 claimants is the largest in ihe sex scandal that has rocked the Catholic Church. 
By Joe Mozingo and John Spano 
Times Staff Writers 

July 15, 2007 

The Archdiocese of Los Angeles agreed Saturday to a $660-million settlement with 508 people who have accused priests of sexual abuse, by far the 
biggest payout in the child molestation scandal that has rocked the Roman Catholic Church nationwide. 

"Some of the victims have waited more than five decades for a chance at reconciliation and resolution," said Raymond Boucher, the main attorney 
for the plaintiffs. "This is a down payment on that debt long overdue." . 

The agreement will end all of the pending abuse litigation against the most populous archdiocese in the U.S . 

. "It's been a long, hard slog," said church attorney J. Michael Hennigan. "I'm delighted to see it's come to a conclusion." 

Lawyers had been slated to go to court Monday for the first of 15 scheduled civil trials pitting alleged victims against the archdiocese and individual 
priests. Settling before the legal marathon was considered particularly urgent because the archdiocese faced potential punitive damages, as well as 
th.e prospect of Cardinal Roger M. Mahony having to te'stity. 

Although the settlement will effectively end a chapter in the sad saga of clerical abuse that has spanned decades, the resolution will come at a huge 
cost to the church. More than $1 14 million has been promised in previous settlements, bringing the total liability for clergy misconduct in the Los 
Angeles Archdiocese to more than $774 million. The figure dwarfs the next largest settlements in the U.S., including those reached in Boston, at 
$157 million, and in Portland, Ore., at $129 million. 

Hennigan said the archdiocese expected to pay $250 million in cash, with the balance coming from insurers and religious orders. 

"Parish assets. will not be touched, and the mission of the church will be impacted but not crippled," he said. 

Mahony had previously fought victims, their attorneys and prosecutors demanding confidential personnel files that tracked the problems of accused 
priests and the church hierarchy's reaction to them. As part of the settlement, the archdiocese agreed it will no longer contest the release offiles to 
the public, one of the attorneys in the lawsuits said. A private judge will mediate any objections from individual priests. 

Some abuse victims expressed mixed feelings about the settlement, which will give the priests' accusers an average of about $1.3 million each. The 
agreement will spare olaintiffs the need to testifY in court, but at an advocacy group's news conference outside the Cathedral of Our Lady ofthe 
Angels downtown,REDACTED 59, said it nevertheless stirred up old pain. 

"That amount of money is impressive in that it shows tremendous guilt," she said. "But I didn't file [the suit] for the money .... I would give back the 
money ifl could have my childhood back." 

The settlement was welcomed by some national observers. 

"The diocese has finally conceded the fact that everyone needs to move on," said Anne Burke, an Illinois Supreme Court justice and former 
chairwoman of the National Review Board, a panel oflay Catholics formed by U.S. bishops in 2002 in response to the scandal. 

Burke said negotiations for the Los Angeles settlement were undoubtedly more complex than many in other dioceses, "but I also think it was 
prolonged longer than it should have been because the diocese proceeded to fight Consequently, it's been a long, long time ... and it prolonged the 
agony of it all." 

The settlement will resolve the last of about 570 total claims of abuse against 221 priests, brothers, lay teachers and other church employees 
spanning the last 70 years. The pact will be presented for final approval Monday to L.A. County Superior Court Judge Haley F'romholz, who had 
been scheduled to try the first case. 

With so many plaintiffs, so much money at stake and the archdiocese frequently at odds with its insurers, negotiations were especially tense over the 
last few days. 

Two major insurance carriers would not stipulate to pay anything until Friday afternoon, when they suddenly agreed to the offer on the table, 
according to one attorney, who asked not to be named because he was speaking before the settlement was announced. 

After the Associated Press first reported Saturday morning that a settlement had been reached, the Survivors Network of Those Abused by Priests 
scheduled a news conference, canceled it and then scheduled another. 

A church repres~tative at one point con finned a settlement, only to caiJ back minutes later to say it was off. 
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The accusations of molestations in the archdiocese were part of a national scandal that had been simmering for decades. 

However, it wasn't until2000 that the silent epidemic of priestly abus~ exploded into public view. 

In Boston, Cardinal Bernard F. Law was swamped by media revelations that he routinely covered up allegations of abuse involving scores of priests, 
shuffling some of them from one parish to the next without penalty to the priests or notice to their new flocks. On Dec. 13, 2002, the cardinal 
resigned, asking forgiveness of"all those who have suffered from my shortcomings and mistakes." 

In California, the Legislature responded to the national outcry by suspend.ing a statute of! imitations for one year, allowing childhood sexual-abuse 
lawsuits to be filed in 2003 regardless of when the incidents allegedly occurred. By year's end, the Archdiocese ofLos Angeles had been hit with 
more than 500 suits. 

"If Boston was the beginning and the cornerstone ofthe scandal, California is going to be the capstone ofthe crisis," predicted Richard Sipe, a 
former Benedictine monk and a consultant to plaintiffs' attorneys. 

Thousands of emboldened victims stepped forward across the U.S., creating repercussions that have shaken almost every parish. 

Facing huge payments to settle abuse litigation, five dioceses, including San Diego's, have filed for bankmptcy protection. At least 10 bishops and 
archbishops have resigned over their alleged involvement in sexual abuse or in covering up the abuse of others. Parishes have been terminated, 
schools shuttered and ministerial programs shut down. 

In Orange County, the Diocese of Orange two years ago paid out $100 million to 90 alleged victims who had filed lawsuits. As part of the 
settlemen" the diocese released thousands of documents indicating a high-level cover-up of priest abuses. 

In San Diego, a bankruptcy judge has set an Aug. 13 deadline for a settlement between sexual-abuse claimants and the diocese. If the two sides 
cannot reach one, they face an Aug. 23 hearing that may result in the lawsuits going to trial. 

In Los Angeles, some 75% of the archdiocese's 288 parishes were served at some time by a cleric accused of molesting, according to a Times study. 
As the scandal's details slowly emerged, it became clear that the church hierarchy knew about complaints against some priests and that at least a · 
dozen were allowed to continue working in ministry after their conduct with children was questioned. 

The archdiocese has issued a stream of mea culpas, acknowledging its responsibility for shielding some of the alleged abusers. At the same time, 
Mahony strenuously opposed giving prosecutors and plaintiff's' attorneys confidential personnel files that would detail accusations against priests and 
any actions taken- or not taken- by him and others in the hierarchy. · 

In February 2004, a lay panel convened by the U.S. bishops' organization ripped into Mahony for his intransigence, saying his refusal to tum over 
documents "did little to enhance the reputation of the church in the U.S. for transparency and cooperation." 

The archdiocese said its resistance was a matter of principle. To disclose "the spiritual, pastoral and psychological counseling of the priests" would 
be to breach a sacred trust, the archdiocese contended in a 2004 report. 

The archdiocese says it now takes all abuse allegations seriously, admitting that in the past a firm denial from an accused priest often used to end the 
matter. When complaints are made today, church officials say, they immediately notity police, pay for counseling for the victims and, if the 
complaint is deeined credible, remove the priest from active ministry. 

Although Mahony has removed at least 17 priests from ministry over accusations of sexual abuse, his credibility has been called into question by 
cases like that of defrocked priest Michael Stephen Baker. 

In 1986, Baker told Mahony that he had abused two or three boys several years before. Instead of calling police, Mahony sent the priest to New 
Mexico for treatment and over the years transferred him to nine different parishes, where he allegedly molested 23 boys and girls. 

Baker faces 15 criminal charges. Mahony has acknowledged making serious errors in the case, calling it the one that troubles him the most. 

The lawsuit that was to be heard Monday involved accusations against Father Clinton Hagen bach, a priest who died in 1987. He has been accused of 
molesting 18 boys from 1968 to 1986. The archdiocese settled one man's claim against him in 2002 for $1.5 million. 

Outside the cathedral Saturday, Ferrell, a retired nurse, said she was 7 years old when Monsignor George Scott started abusing her. She said 
whatever money she gets from the settlement won't repay her for the hard times of her life, which included alcohol and drugs and her current bout 
with Parkinson's disease. But it will make her more comfortable and provide an inheritance for her three children and six grandchildren. 

"This was 50 years ago," she said. "But it didn't end 50 years ago." 

joe.mozillgo@latimes.com 

john.spano@latimes.com 

Times staff writers Steve Chawkins. Rebecca Trounson, Francisco Vara-Orta, Tami Abdallah, Tony Peny, Dan Morain and Jessica Garrison 
contributed to this report. 
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OfRce of 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles the Arci1blshop 

(213) 637-72.88 

3424 
VVII~hire 

Boulevard 

28 November 2006 

VOTUM OF THE ORDINARY OF INCARDINATION, 
CARDINAL ROGER MICHAEL MAHONY, 

ARCHBISHOP OF LOS ANGELES IN CALIFORNIA 

Re: The Reverend George Neville Rucker 
Accused of Graviora Delicta 

Cardinal William Joseph Levada 
Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
00120 Vatican City 

Your Eminence: 

Los Angeles 
CaUfornia 
90010-EOZ 

It is with great sadness that I write to infonn you of the many accusations of the sexual 
abuse ofminors made against the Reverend George Neville Rucker, a priest of this Archdiocese. 
Father Rucker is now 86 years old and long since retired from priestly ministry. To date, docu
mented cases of alleged abuse include accusations from at least 40 different individuals, with the 
earliest incidents dating back to 1947, the year following his ordination. There is no doubt that the 
-behavior of which Rucker has been accused represents canonical delicts according to the terms of 
canon 2359, §2 ofthe 1917 Codexluris Canonici and retained in canon 1395, §2 ofthe 1983 Code, 
as is evident from the accompanying.Report; moreover, Rucker admits his actions, both explicitly 
and implicitly. · 

An initial complaint about Father Rucker was received by archdiocesan authorities in 1965, 
when an anonymous letter reported that he was "using his hands too freely with schoolgirls." Later 
that same year, the principal of the school named in the anonymous letter also reported that Rucker 
was engaging in imprudent relations with schoolgirls at the rectory; the girls in question ranged 
from seven to fourteen years of age. Two years later, in 1967, police received a report of inappro
priate touching over clothes by Rucker, but the ensuing investigation failed to corroborate the a1Ie
gations, and the parent of the child involved refused to file a formal complaint. Rucker retired as 
Pastor of Corpus Christi Parish, in Pacific Palisades, in 1987. 

In 1989, a woman reported that she was molested by Father Rucker during the years 1965~ 
1967. In 1990, two other women reported similar behavior by him, the first relating that she and 
three other schoolgirls had been sexually abused by him in 1967, and the second reporting that she 
was abused by him in 1947. Rucker admitted his perpetration of the acts alleged by this second 
woman, expressed his sorrow and regret, and agreed to a settlement of$55,370 to pay for past and 
present therapy for her. In April 2002, a letter was received from a woman accusing Rucker of 
abusing her and other schoolgirls in the mid-1960s; following these further reports, Rucker was 
moved to a residence for retired priests and was forbidden to engage in public ministry. 

Pastoral Regions; Our Lady of li-te Ange:s San Fernando San Gabriel Sa1: Pedro Santa. BC'.rbara 
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Votum of Cardinal Roger M. MAHONY 
Regarding Rev. George Neville RUCKER, 

Accused ofgraviora delicta 
Page 2 of3 

Publicity surrounding Rucker's case soon brought forth allegations from other individuals, 
which led to an investigation by the Los Angeles Police Department resulting in criminal charges 
being brought against him and his being dramatically arrested aboard a cruise ship off the coast of 
Alaska. The manner of his apprehension by authorities received much publicity. 

The criminal charges lodged against Father Rucker were later dismissed when the U.S. Su
preme Court struck down a California State law that had sought to allow retroactive prosecution of 

·cases otherwise barred from criminal action by the expiry of the statute of limitations. However, 
civil lawsuits were not affected by this decision ofthe U.S. Supreme Court, and numerous lawsuits 
filed against the Archdiocese by individuals claiming they were abused by Father Rucker are cur
rently pending. There are at present.27 separate lawsuits in which 39 claimants, either individually 
or jointly, are seeking damages from the Archdiocese in connection with Rucker's alleged sexual 
abuse of them. 

In 2005, I asked Father Rucker to consider making a voluntary petition to the Holy Father 
seeking laicization, but he responded that he did not wish to be laicized. Given his age and the fact 
of his residence in a retirement community, and since I had already prohibited him from engaging 
in any public ministry, I did not see a pressing need to pun;ue the matter further. However, I be
came concerned as to Rucker's awareness of the gravity of his situation when he sought permission 
to participate in a clergy pilgrimage to France, going so far as to inform me that in denied him this 
permission, he would make arrangements to undertake the trip on his own. I reminded him of the 
simplicity of life and the living out of penance to which he was called, and suggested that if he felt 
the need for a pilgrimage, one of the contemplative monasteries here in California would be more 
appropriate. I thfm received reports that he was visiting people in the Archdiocese while dressed in 
clerical attire. I thus came to realize that it was necessary to make him more formally aware of his 
situation, wherefore I issued a Decree on 13 December 2005 binding him to a life of prayer and 
penance. My hope at the time was that this would be sufficient to deal with the matter. 

. These past many months, however, I have been meeting with v1ctims who have made alle-
gations of sexual abuse against members of our local clergy, including many who claimed that they 
were abused by Father Rucker. These experiences have been most intense and have brought me to 
engage in more fervent prayer and reflection concerning both the accusers and the clergy accused, 
and to ponder more deeply issues related to the greater good of the local Church and of the com-
munity at large. · · · 

With regard to the particular case of Father Rucker, this further deliberation has convinced 
me that the measures I have taken do not sufficiently redress the harm done to the individual vic
tims, nor do tliey adequately repair the scandal given or restore justice. The resolution of these im
portant issues became all the more urgent when, in sworn depositions gjven by Rucker for the vari
ous lawsuits in which he is named as having sexually abused many young children, he publicly 
declared that he was still a priest and that no canonical process had been undertaken by the Church 
either to dismiss him from the clerical state or to laicize him. Unfortunately, such statements will 
only be a further source of scandal to the faithful and to the community at large, and will be readily 
interpreted as signs of the Church's perceived indifference not only to victims but also to the cause 
of justice. All of this brought me to the finn conclusion that the matters related to the public good 
-especially with regard to the aforementioned redressing of the harm done, the repairing of scan
dal and the restoring ofjlrstice- could not be definitively resolved while Rucker continued to be 
recognized by the Church as a cleric and a priest. 
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Firmly convinced, then, .that Father Rucker must either be laicized or dismissed from the 
clerical state, I wrote him earlier this month sharing my thoughts with him in this regard and mak
ing an earnest paternal appeal to him. I invited him to meet with me so that we could discuss the 
situation fully, I also asked him to reconsider his decision not to petition the Pope for Jaicization. 
Knowing how dear priesthood is to him, I explained that such a petition would be a mark of sincere 
humility and true penance, and also a sign of genuine altruism, placing others and the good of the 
Church before his own desires and self-interests. Rucker however chose not to meet with me and 
in his written reply to my appeal responded that he did not wish to seek voluntary laicization, stat
ing that ''the greatest thing I can do for anyone to whom I may have caused ariy harm is to offer the 
sacrifice of the Mass for them." His refusal to meet with me, together with the cavalier and some
times arrogant attitude that he shows towards his own situation, has raised serious doubts ~n my 
mind as to whether even his own personal correction and spiritual welfare have been suitably pro
vided for in the measures taken to date. 

Therefore, since Father Rucker has indicated that he has no intention of petitioning Pope 
Benedict XVI for laicization, my votum in the case is that His Holiness dismiss him ex officio from 
the clerical state, and I ask Your Eminence and the Congregation to make this recommendation to 
our Holy Father. Given the serious nature of the offenses committed, their great number, the ample 
publicity surrounding th.em and the immense harm done to both the Christian faithful and the 
community at large, nothing short of an ex officio dismissal will properly resolve the issue. A for
mal trial is neither indicated nor necessary in that- as is clearly borne out in the accompanying 
Report -not only is there positive proof of Rucker's culpabilitY, both by his own admission and by 
attendant circumstances, but his imputability is also plainly evident. 

I wish moreover to note that should the penalty of an ex officio dismissal be imposed upon 
Rucker, the obligations set forth in canon 1350, §2 will be fulfilled, wherefore the Archdiocese wi11 
continue to do what it can to ensure that he does not Jack anything required for his decent support. 
Despite Rucker's age and status as a retired priest, the offences are such that- as already ex
plained above- no other response will adequately redress the harm done, repair the scandal given 
or meet the demands of justice .. 

I hereby submit this grievous matter to your kind attention, with my votum as expressed 
above, and am most grateful to Your Eminence for your valued assistance. 

Assuring you of my prayerful best wishes, I remain 

(enclosure) 

D~:iiJi1 .. 
~~al Roger M. Mahony 

Archbishop of Los Angeles 
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SPECIES FACfl i•;'~% 
The Reverend George Neville Rucker was born on 14 S~ptember 920 and was ordained ~ 

a priest for service in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles on 4 May 1946. Fro the date of his ordi- ~, •. 
nation until his retirement in 1987, Rucker was assigned as Parochial Vicar seven different par- t · 
ishes ( 1946-1961, 1967 -1968), as administrator to one parish ( 1962-1967), Pastor to three dif-
ferent parishes (1968-1987), and was granted a period of sick leilVe (1961-19 2); upon his retire-
ment in 1987, he remained in Corpus Christi Parish as Pastor Emeritus. 

In 1965, the Archdiocese received an anonymou.s complaint that Fathe Rucker was using 
his hands too freely with schoolgirls, and later .that same year the principal a the school of the 
parish where Rucker was assigned reported that Rucker was engaging in impru ent relations with 
schoolgirls at the rectory. In 1967, a police report was made alleging that Ruck was inappropri-
ately touching a 9-year-old girl over her clothes~ an initial police investigation brought no cor
roboration of the allegation, but subseq'.:lil}tly, another 9-year-old girl came forw rd to the police 
with similar allegations. Nonetheless,~';imal complaint was · · · · · · 

· pamre tire matte~ ~;-\-\.~. 
lrt 1989, two years after Rucker's retirement, a woman called the Archdiocese to report 

that she had been abused by him; the behavior alleged appears to have amounted to very inappro
priate touching, occurring approximately in 1965-1967. Rucker, when informed of this accusa- I 
tion, was 'e1 5' CQ!lt~r 11~ ami agreed to help pay therapy costs for the woman; he requested that 
the woman instruct her therapist to send the bills directly to' him for payment. · 

In 1990, another woman came forward claiming that she and three other girls had been 
abused by Rucker, sometime in the period 1962-1967; later that same year of 1990, a further 
woman came forward claiming abus by Rucker, with the alleged abuse dating back this time to ~ ,. Y! 

1947.M uc er met with th1s woman, iscusse t e matter with her., @knowledged his abuse of (:;: ~W' 
~( Mfif"agreed to a payment of$55,370 asl'eiHie!:lrsement BHI:I Ggmpensatiafh -{7:s .r.a:r.C:: ~e.c. ~ 

In 2002, ·a woqtan contacted the Archdiocese claiming that Rucker had abused her and ' 
other schoolgirLs in the mid-1960s. Rucker, living in retirement at Corpus Christi Parish as Pastor 
Emeritus, was removed from the parish and placed on administrative leave; he took up residence 

·"~at an assisted-living facility for retired priests and was forbidden to engage in public ministry. 
~ The Los Angeles Police Department,began a formal investigation into the accusations made 

against Rucker, and an indictment was returned charging him with 23 counts of lewd conduct 
with a child. Rucker in the meantime had embarked on a Russian cruise, but he was apprehended 
aboard the ship after it had been diverted by authorities to the Aleutian Islands. Rucker was ear- '<$¥"'...D. 

"ti:adited. from Alaska oftftcl Bfflttglat baefi to Los Angeles to await trial. The criminal charges 
against him were dismissed when the U.S. Supreme Court struck down a California State law that tr:r• .,;:t.;_ 
had sought to allow prosecution of cases otherwise barred from criminal action by the expirf()f 
the statute of limitations. 

In 2003, 22 civil lawsuits were filed against the Archdiocese of Los Angeles by 34 indi
viduals claiming they were abused by Rucker; this was followed in 2005 by two more lawsuits 
and in 2006 by three new suits. 
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IN FACTO 

Everything presented here is drawn from documents on file in the archives of the Curia of the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles, copies of which are attached hereto as numbered Exhibits. 

REDACTED 
Alleged Victim No. 1: 

old at time of alleged abuse 
. born in 1958 or 1959, approxim'ately 7-10 years 

In June I989,REDACTED contacted the Archdiocese of Los Angeles to 
report that she had been abused by J:<"ather KueKer (R) while he was assigned to St. Anthony 
Church in EI. Segundo. She stated that some··time prior to her calling the Archdiocese, she had · 
confronted R but he denied that anything had happened (see Exhibit 1, Memorandum of 27 June 
1989). 

Although REDACTED mental state did not appear stable at the time of the report (see ibid.), 
there does seem to be corroboration for the events alleged in her account: an anonymous letter
signed only "A Mother"- from the same period was sent to the Superior of the Sisters at St. An
thony's in El Segundo and accused R of"using his hands too freely" with one ofthis woman's 
daughters, "especially around the upper part of her legs under her dress"; with regard to an older 
daughter, this same woman wrote that R "was careless by exploring the upper part of her body, 
this time going down into her shirt. She is an older girl and resents this" (see Exhibit 2, Letter of 
3 April 1965). The Superior of the Sisters at St. Anthony's later made a report to the Vicar for 
Religious, stating that according to "inforniation given by [the] Superior and Sisters of [the] 
school, from children and parents" R is involved in "imprudent relations with schoolgirls at [the] 
rectory"; this situation "appears to be widely known in [the] parish" and the "Sisters refuse per
mission for girls to respond to Father's request for them to come to [the] rectory" (see Exhibit 3, 
Note of 13 July 1965). "'j;fc:-t 

In a subsequent meeting of R with the ll!~~for Clergy aad aaother priest, R recalled suf
fering considerable anxiety and agony about the matter since she had come ·to see him. He 
reported that when these accusations came up, he went to the El Segundo Police Department be
cause he had heard that his name had been given to them; at the police station he was told not to 
worry about this, as the same accusations had been made about him previously (see Exhibit 4, 
Note to File, 1989). In fact, there is an El Segundo Police report from 1967 about possible child 
molestation on the part of R; in April 1967 a complaint was made to police that R had "touched" 
a 9-year-old girl's "privates", that this happened "more than once"; investigation of the matter 
was unable to corroborate the allegation. In a supplementary police report of May 1967, concern
ing the same case, it Is noted that: another 9-year-old girl accused R of touching her "in front"; R 
called the girl's parents and they came to the church to discuss the matter; R assured them that 
nothing had happened; on further questioning, the girl claimed that the touching had happened 
"many times"; the parents again spoke with R and he again denied that anything had happened; 
the mother told R that she believed her daughter and R said he could be transferred, but the girl's 
mother replied that she would simply leave and go to another parish; upon further discussion with 
church officials, the mother elected not to prosecute, but still wanted her daughter questioned by 
police; the girl told her mother "Father Rucker touched me where he should not" and in showing 
where she was touched, she pointed "to her privates"(see Exhibit 5, Police Report, El Segundo 
Police Department, 1967). ~{c.--f-

In the meeting ofR with the Vicar of Clergy and another priest. R went on to say that he 
_riECIPICTED · 

was very sorry for the trouble was suffering and he agreed to provide her with therapy if she 
needed it. R also stated that the trouble caused by the incident in El Segundo and by his transfer 
from the parish was so traumatic for him tl!iltJle has "never been involved in anything since that 
time" (see Exhibit 4, Note to File, 1989). did takeR up on his ~ffer to pay for her therapy, 
and the Vicar for Clergy wrote to R in 1990 about the modality of payments; a letter also went 
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REDACTED 

out to advising her that the therapy bills should be sent directly to R, and infonning her as 
well·that R did not see the possibility of being able to pay for her therapy much beyond a year 
because of monetary limitations (see Exhibit 6, Correspondence of April 1990). 

REDACTED 
Alleged Victim No.2: born 00REDACTED 6-14 years old at time of a!-

leged abuse 

REDACTED contacted the Archdiocese in April 1990 reporting that she and three 
other girls had been abused by Father Rucker (R) while R was at St. Anthony's in EI Segundo; at 
that time, she provided no description of the abtl~cJ;~at she experienced (see Exhibit 7, Note on 
phone call frorr.REDACTED That same year, filed a lawsuit against R seeking civil dam
ages, and three years later- m 2004- REDAcrEo attorney and R's attorney engaged in settlem.lt:JJko 
negotiations resulting in an offer on the part of R to settle the case by a payment of $20,000 to 
(see Exhibit 8, Letter of2 June 1994). 

REOt.cTEO later became a plaintiff in a civil lawsuit for damages filed against the Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles in December 2003 (Case No. BC30741 0), and in answers to interrogatories she de
scribed the manner in which R abused her: R would digitally penetrate her; fondle an<~ rub her 
genitals and breasts, both over llnci nnder her clothes: seat her on his lap while he had an erection 
(see Exhibit 9; Answers by REDACTED to Interrogatories, pp. 15-16). She also re
ported that "when I would go to confession Fr. Rucker would sit me on his lap. I would feel his 
erection against me. He would put his finger inside me" (ibid., p. 16). REDACTED names several people 
to whom she had reported the abuse, as early as 1967 (ibid., p. 22), including police and represen
tatives of the Church (ibid., p. 26). 

All . d V .• t' N 3 REDACTED b REDACTED 6 8 ld . f II ege ac am o. : om on - years o at time o a eged 
abuse· 

· A+ +'l.o prompting of her therapist (s~e Exhibit I 0, Letter of 11 September 1990), REDACTED 
RED~CTED ) contacted the Archdiocese of Los Angeles in October 1990 to report that she had 

suffered abuse at the hands of Father Rucker (R) in 1947 when she was a 7-year-old girl; she also 
wrote to R himself, seeking a "pastoral response" from him in the matter so that there would be 
no need to "pursue the legal system", and explaining that she would ask him for reimbursement 
for all her oast. present and future therapy (see Exhibit 11, Letters of 26 October 1990). In her 
letter to RREDAcrEo states that while her mother was visiting with the lunchroom ladies, R brought 

REDAcTEoto a dark auditorium that had been set up for the projection of a movie, turned on the projec
tor, sat her on his lap and olaced his fingers in her vagina (see ibid.). 
. dd REDACTED) b ffi. ak . s I .h R respon e tc etter y o ermg to m e a trip up to eatt e to meet Wit her and 

showing openness to meet her expectation of reimbm~~went (see Exhibit 12, Letter of 4 Ma 
1991). R met with REDACTED in the presence of therapist, and at that meetin he "ac
knowledged his sexual assault on "~oAcrE~ when she was seven years old, told her it was IS fault 
and not her fault" (see Exhibit 13, Psychological Peritus' Letter of 12 October 1991). He also 
entered.into an agreement to compensate MD in the amount of $55,370 "to provide reimburse
ment for past therapy expenses in the amount of $8430; future therapy expenses in the amount of 
$9600; compensation for travel and sick leave take from work for therapy totaling $12,340; and a 
partial compensation for 43 years of mental anguish and suffering in the amount of $15,000" (see 
Exhibit 14, Compensation Agreement of24 Julv 1991). This agreement was formalized by R's 
civil attorney (see Exhibit 15, Letter fronREDACTED _ . 5 R~Jl.P-iEo 
tember 1991). The total compensation was paid off by the end of September 1991, and 
wrote to R thanking him for his payments, which she perceived "as a concrete symbol of your 
continued desire to say you are sorry"; in her letter, she told him "I forgive you" and she thanked 
him for "coming to Seattle , saying 'I'm sorry', sharing your story and compensating me for my 
therapy and pain" (see Exhibit 16, Correspondence ofSeptember 1991). 
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REDACTED 

At the Seattle meetings, R also agreed to seek psychological help for himself, and 
therapist located for R a local psychological clinic specializing in the treatment of persons with 
sexual disorders; at this clinic there was a special treatment group for priests, ministers and reli
gious persons who have engaged in problematic sexual behavior. The therapist made aJI the nec
essary arrangements for R to contact this clinic, and the Vicar for Clergy was re~;tdy to support R 
in his request for therapy (see Exhibit 17, Correspondence of 12 October and 7 November 1991). 
There are no records on file in the Curia of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles of R ever availing 
himselfea&th.ese psychological services. 

later became a plaintiff in a civil lawsuit for damages filed against the Archdiocese 
of Los Angeles in December 2003 (Case No. BC296810). In answers to interrogatories she states 
that she was a nun from 1958 to 1973 (see Exhibit 18, Responses by RED~CTE? "Plaintiff 

REDACTEDREDACTED" _to Special Interroga~or~es, ~xcerpts, p. 5lEo\~~t she was sexually abuse~ by Rover 
a three-year penod (ibid., p. 9), begmmng m 1946, when ¥as 6 year old, and endmg in 1948, 
when she was 8 (ibid., p. 1 0). R would plactEoAcTEo :>n his la.p, force his hand between her legs and 
digitally penetrate her (ibid.). 

Alleged Victim No. 4:REDACTED 
years old at time of alleged· abuse 

born on REDACTED , approximately 11-13 

REDACTED . . wrote a letter dated 19 May 2002 to the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles reporting that both she and her sister (see below, Alleged Victim No. 5) were abused by 
Rucker (R) while they were students at St. Anthony's elementary school. "'can go into details if 
necessary, but I prefer not to ... The reason I am coming forward at this time is ... to make sure G. 
Neville Rucker is held accountable. He is guilty of child molestation" (see Exhibit 19, Letter of 
19 May 2002). Later that same year of 2002, an attorney retained b)RCDACTCD and her sister contacted 
the Archdiocese stating that his clients were requesting a letter of apology from the Church and 
seeking damages for trauma suffered by the sisters when they were little children (see Exhibit 20, 
Letter ~fAJT7July 2002). 

later became a plaintiff in a civil lawsuit filed against the Archdiocese of Los Ange
les on 31 December 2003 (Case No. BC308579). In a claimant questionnaire of 19 April 2004, 
she states that R would summon girls from the St. Anthony's school to help with office work at 
the rectory. The girls would go in a group of2 or 3, would be seated around a table .in R's office 

, • RFf:lA.C:TFn 

folding papers and placing them into envelopes. While was doing this, R would come up be-
hind her, rub her neck, move his hands down inside the front of her blouse and fondle her breasts. 
After doing this to her, he would move on to the next girl (see Exhibit 21, Claimant Questionnaire 
oJREDACTED p. 3). This abusive behavior continued for approximately two years, until 

""uAc.co refused to go to the rectory any more (see ibid.). As a result of her refusal to go to the rec
tory, she was expelled from St. Anthony's school for being "disobedient" and "disruptive"; in 

· reality she was only refusing to be molested any longer by R (see ibid., p. 5). 

. . REDACTED Alleged Vactlm No. 5: born on REDACTED 6-7 years old at time of al-
leged abuse 

REDACTED 
, _1 is the sister of Alleged Victim No.4 above. She became a plaintiff 

in a civil lawsuit filed against the Archdiocese of Los Angeles on 31 December 2003 (Case No. 
BC308580). In a claimant questionnaire of 16 April 2004, she states that Rucker (R) molested 
her when she was 6-7 years old (see Exhibit 22, Claimant Questionnaire of .REDACTED ex
cerpts, p. 2). A first incident took place in the entryway of the rectory and involved R placing his 
hand up"'o.•no dress and under her underwear, touching her buttocks and genitals. A second inci-

REoAcTEo 

dent took place on the second floor of the re5tBn' and involved R sliding his hands up legs 
and placing them inside her underwear; when viggled away, R picked her up forcib,J;yCTE~nd car
ried her to the open windows, saying he was going to throw her out the window. started 
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screaming and R put her down; she nin down to her parents, who were doing work around the 
church, anR~oA~~Jd them R tried to throw her out the window. When asked about this, R explained 
that he an< were "playing airplanes." Later ,!"Q?Jodents took place on the school playground, and 
involved R putting his hand down the front of; blouse and running his hand over her chest:REoAno 
reports that this was "a very common practice of his ... I saw him molest my friends JREut\.._, ,·Eo 
REDACTED in this fashion" (see ibid., p. 3). 

[ Note on Alleged Victims Nos. 6 - 39: These victims became known to the Archdiocese when 
· · civil lawsuits were filed in their names seeking damages for abuse allegedly perpetrated 

against them by Rucker I 
. . . REDACTED 

Alleged VIctim No. 6: born on REDACTED 11-14 years old at time of al-
leged abuse 

REDACTE~ . claims that on numerous occasions over a three-year period, approxi
mately 1963-1966, Rucker would fondle her breasts both over and under her clothes; she also 
states that he would m9lest her in the presence of her friends, and that she would see him do the 
same to other .~iris who were there with her (see Exhibit 23, Claimant Questionnaire ofREDACTED 

RI~D~CTED. . V, C and D). A civil lawsuit for damages, in whiC:REoAcTEo is a plaintiff, was ttiect on 
23 December2003 (Case No. BC308301). 

. REDACTED 
Alleged Victim No. 7: born on.REDACTED 6-10 years old at time of alleged 

abuse 

REDACTED claims that Rucker (R) abused her 2-3 times a week over a four-year 
period beginning in 1971 and ending in 1975. R would fondlroAcTEDbreasts arid genitals both 
over and-under her clothes (see Exhibit 24. Responses b~REDAG 11::.0 to Spe-

• REDACTED • 

cia) Interrogatones, excerpts, pp. 9-1 0). eports one occaston, following confession, when R 
brought her up to the choir loft, groped and fondled REDACTED breasts and genitals, removed his penis 
from his pants and attemij\~~J~lorce HA to perform oral sex on ~im. RFnAnTFn did not do as R wanted 
and fled down the stairs. younger sister, who had been with her before R took her to the 
choir loft, had been left outside the locked door leading to the stairs going up to the choir loft; she 
was banging on the door to the stairs and calling out for her sister. WhelEDAcrEoJnlocked the door, 
R, who had followed her down the stairs, took REDACTED sister up the stairs to the choir loft (ibid., p. 
11). A civil lawsuit for damages, in which REDAcTED a plaintiff, was filed on 3 June 2003 (Case No. 
BC296818). 

Alleged Victim No. 8: REDACTED >om on REDACTED , 12-14 years old at time of 
alleged abuse 

. REDACTED claims that Rucker (R) abused her on multiple occasions over a two-. 
year period;approximately 1963-1965 (see Exhibit25, Answers by PlaintiflREDACTED to In
terrogatories, excerpts, p. 12). While she does not know exactly what R did to her, she believes 
he penetrated her with his penis, fingers or a foreign object (see ibid., p. 16); he also rubbed and 
massaged her breasts under her clothes, and rubbed against h~r in a sexual manner (see ibid., p. 
17}. RED.ocrco also recalls the names of other girls whom she saw R abuse by touching them under 
their blouses (see ibid., p. 19). A civil lawsuit for damages, in which"'""""D is a plaintiff, was filed 
on 9 December 2003 (Case No. BC307410). 

Alleged Victim No.9: REDACTED born on :REDACTED 
leged abuse 

r_g years old at time of al-
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REDACTED 
claims that Rucker(R) abused her on multiple occasions over a 

· one-year period, approximately 1961-1962, and that the abusive activity included R placing REDACTED 
on his lap, moving his hand into her underwear and rubbing between her genitals and anus (see 
Exhibit 26, Claimant Questionnaire of REDACTED IV, A and C). A civil lawsuit for darn
ages, in whichREoAmo is a plaintiff, was filed on 23 December 2003 (Case No. BC308301). 

Alleged Victim No. 10: REDACTED born on REDACTED 9 years old at time of alleged 
abuse 

RED~CTED reports that in May 1971, when she was nine years old and was 
completing her preparation for first communion, she was called tQoJ~oe rectory to meet with 
Rucker (F,l..c~[P,SUmably for her first confession. At the rectory, with ;eated on a chair facing 
R, R aske several questions, during which ~E~Ac1?elaced his hand on her knee and began to move 
his hand up her thigh. Continuing to speak to about God's love and forgiveness when we 
have offended him, R moved his hand further up CC's thigh and touched her underwear. At that 

. poin(EoAcTED ;vas terrified, but something ,i!lt~rrupted R - perhaps the phone ringing or a knock at 
the door- and R abrubtly dismissed sending her back to class (see Exhibit 27, Personal 
Statement oiR!=_~~.<?.!~D.., , . A civil lawsuit for damages, in which REDAm s a plaintiff, was filed 
on 9 December 2003 (Case No. BC307340). 

Alleged Victim No.tl: REDACTED born on REDP:_CTED 12-15 years old at time of 
alleged abuse 

REDACTED claims that on one occasion between 1964-1966, at the church rec-
tory, Rucker (R) moved his hand under her blouse and fondled her right breast; R also placed his 
hand underREDACTEDskirt near her underwear line at her buttocks (see Exhibit 28, Claimant Ques
tionnaire ofREDACTED excerpts, IV, C). A civil lawsuit for damages, in whichREDAcreo.is a 
plaintiff, was filed on 23 December 2003 (Case No. BC30S30 1 ). 

. . REDACTED REDACTED Alleged V~ctim No.12. .. bam on _ 10-11 years old at time 
of alleged abuse 

. REDACTED 1 recalls being abused by Rucker (R) twice, once when she was 
10 years old and once when she was 11 (see Exhibit 29, Answers by PlaintiffREDACTED 

REoAcrEoo Interrogatories, excerpts, p. 12). The abusive behavior involved R rubbing and fondling 
REoAcrEo genitals under her skirt and over her underwear, fondling her breasts both over and under 

her clothes, rubbing and massaging her body both over and under her clothes, molesting other 
little girls in her presence (see ibid., pp. 15 ... 16). REDACTED also reports the names Q,f.~o classmates 
whom she saw R abuse (see ibid., p. 18). A civil lawsuit for damages, in which is !!. plaintiff, 
was filed on 9 December 2003 (Case No. BC307410). 

Alleged Victim No. 13: REDACTED born on REDACTED 7-11 years old at time of al-
leged abuse 

REDACTED ::!aims that Rucker (R) fondled her shoulders, breasts and thighs, 
and rubbed her genital area at least "300 times" (see Exhibit 30, Claim,2gtD Questionnaire of 

REDACTED excerpts, p. 2). A civil lawsuit for damages, in which s a plaintiff, was 
filed on 17 July 2003 (Case No. BC299307). 

Alleged Victim No.14:REDACTED born on REDACTED 12-14 years old at time of alleged 
abuse 
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REDACTED . . 
clatms that she was abused bv Rucker (R) "too many ttmes to re-

member" (see E:xb,~!;ljt 31, Claimant Questionnaire ofREDACTED excerpts, p. 3). The abuse 
included R placint_ on his lap while he had an erection, touchmg her breasts under her clothes 
and rubbing her buttocks, digital peJ:!etration, placing her hand on his erection (see ibid., p. 5). A 
civil lawsuit for damages, in whict"oDACTEcis a plaintiff, was filed on 4 September 2003 (Case No. 
BC301867). 

, .REDACTED 
Alleged Victim No. 15: born on REDACTED 10-12 years old at time of al-

leged abuse 
REDACTED 

1 claims that she was abused on multiple occasions by Rucker (R), 
and that this abusive behavior included R fondling her oer her clothes, putting his hand down her 
blouse and touching her breasts (see Exhibit 32, Claimant Questionnaire ojREDACTED ex
cerpts, N, A and C). A civil lawsuit for damages, in which "'"A""u is a plaintiff, was filed ~~ 23 
December 2003 (Case No. BC308301). 

REDACTED 
Alleged Victim No. 16: born on REDACTED 5 years old at time alleged 

abuse began 
REDACTED 

claims that at age 5, Rucker (R) began sexually abusing her and that 
this abuse continued with one episode a week until she was about 9 years old (see Exhibit 33, An
swers by Plaintiff cR_EDACTED o Interrogatories, excerpts, p. 11). She further states that the 
alleged abuse took place on church grounds, often in the rectory, and in<?luded R inserting his pe
nis into her vagina, performing oral sex on her, digitally penetrating her, rubbing and massaging 
her body and breasts under her clothes, hugging her in a sexual manner. A civil lawsuit for dam-

~EDACTED 

ages, in whicl is a plaintiff, was filed on 9 December 2003 (Case No. BC307410). 

Alleged Victim No. 17:REDACTED born on :REDACTED ·, 5 years old at time alleged 
abuse began 

RE£:2ACTED . . claims that she was abused numerous times bv Rucker ffi.) over a 
three-year period (see Exhibit 34, Responses ofPiaintiff"Jan~:REDACTECREDACTED , to Spe
cial Interrogatories, excerpts, p, 9). This alleged abuse, beginning in 1972 and ending in 1975, 
included R sliding his hand in REoAcTeo blouse and touching her bare breasts, forcing RFnAc.TFn:o sit in his 
lap while he placed his hand under her clothes and inside b~H~'1derwear, digitally penetrating her 
(see ibid., p. 10). A civil lawsuit for damages, in which is a plaintiff, was filed on 3 June 
2003 (Case No. BC296811). 

Alleged Victim No. 18: REDACTED bOrn onREDACTED 11-14 years old at time of alleged 
abuse 

REDACTED claims that from 1971-1974 Rucker (R) would hug her and rub or 
squeeze her breasts over her clothers, he would also often run his hands down her back and rub 
her buttocks over her clothes (see Exhibit 35, Claimant Questionnaire of REDACTED 
excerpts, p. 5). A civil lawsuit for damages, in whictREoAcTEo a plaintiff, was tiled on :; 1 Uecember 
2003 (Case No. BC308566). 

. . REDACTED REDACTED . 
Alleged Vtcttm No. 19: born on 7 years old at time of alleged 

abuse 

REDACTED ;laie'b'..2"il single episode of abuse by REoA'clrE'or (R), alleging that R fon-
dled him, rubbed R's nenis on face and orally copulated :;ee Exhibit 36, Claimant 
Questionnaire ofREDACTED excerpts, IV, A and C). A civil lawsuit for damages, in which 
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REDACTED 

s a plaintiff, was filed on 31 December 2003 (Case No. BC308555). is the only male 
complainant who has filed a lawsuit claiming abuse by R; a second I)Jale victim, though not a 
party to a lawsuit, also claims abuse by R (see Alleged Victim No. 40 below). 

Alleged Victim No. 20: REDACTED born on REDACTED 8-13 years old at time of 
alleged abuse 

REDACTED claims abuse by Rucker (R) on "over 300 occasions, approximately 
?.-~ timfls a week" between the years 1963 and 1968 (see Exhibit 37, Claimant Questionnaire of 

REDACTED excerpts, p. 2). The alleged abuse included R fondling her breasts, legs, thighs 
, , REDACTED, · 

· and pelvic area. A civil Iawsmt for damages, in whtcl 1s a plaintiff, was filed on 17 July 
2003 (Case No. BC29930~). 

Alleged Victim No. 21REDACTED born onREDACTED 
alleged abuse 

10-12 years old at time of 

REDACTED claims that she was abused "several times over the course of 1963-
1965" by Rucker (R), and that this abuse included R fondling her breasts under her clothes, plac
ing his hand inside her underwear, rubbing his penis on her (see Exhibit 38, Claimant QJJ~~pon
naire ofREDACTED excerpts, N, A and C). A civil lawsuit for damages, in which is a 
plaintiff, was mea on j 1 December 2003 (Case No. BC308665). 

Alleged Victim No. 22: REDACTED born onREDA~TED , 9-11 years old at time of al-
leged abuse 

REDACTED states that "to the best that I can recall, Fr. Rucker [R] began abus
ing me in about 1962 when I was nine years old. 'Th .. "h""., r.nnt1nned until about 1964, when I 
was about 11" (see Exhibit 39, Answers by PlaintiflREDACTED t~o!&tb-rrogatories, excerpts, 
p. 12). The alleged abusive behavior included R digitally penetratin. fondling her genitals 
over and under her clothes, fondling her breasts over and under her clothes, fondling her P.'o~!t~cks 
over and under her clothes (see ibid., pp. 15-16). A civil lawsuit for damages, in whict is a 
plaintiff, was filed on 9 December 2003 (Case No. BC307410). 

Alleged Victim No. 23:REDACTED born onREDACTED 11-14 years old at time of alleged 
abuse 

REDACTED reports that she was abused by Rucker (R) between 5 and 10 
times in approximately 1963-1966, claiming that R would massage her shoulders and work his 

hands down the front of her blouse, touching her breasts; he would also stand behind her and hug 
her (see.Exhibit 40, Claimant QJl~~tionnaire ofREDACTED :xcerpts, N, A and C).· A civil 
lawsuit for damages, in whicl is a plaintitt, was mea on 23 December 2003 (Case No. 
BC308301). 

.REDACTED REDACTED 
Alleged Victim No. 24: born on __ ..... J , 8-12 years old at time of alleged 

abuse 

REDACTED claims that Rucker (R) abused her "2 to 3 times a week from ap-
proximately 1969 to 1973", and that this abuse included R rubbing his hands over RK's body and 
skin, including her chest, buttocks and legs, .and reaching under her d~ess to touch her underwear 
(see Exhibit 41, Claimant Qu,~"~~<;?nnaire ·cREDACTED excerpts, N, A and C). A civil law
suit for damages, in which is a plaintiff, was filed on 4 September 2003 (Case No. 
BC301868). 
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REDACTED 
Alleged Victim No.2~ 

leged abuse 
REDACTED 

Jorn on REDACTED 5-6 years old at time of a!-

:laims that she was abused by Rucker (R) 1-3 times a week over 
the course of a year, approximately 1970-1971. The alleged abuse included R rubbingREDACTED 
back and buttocks, placing his hand in her underwear, touching her with hi" .,,.nic "''",.,J,tin~ on 
her, having her masturbate him (see Exhibit 42, Claimant questionnaire ofREDACTED ex-

EDACTED 

cerpts, IV, A and C). A civil lawsuit for damages, in which sa plaintiff, was filed on 4 Sep-
tember 2003 (Case No. BC301869). 

Alleged Victim No. 26REDACTED om onREDACTED 6-14 years old at time of alleged 
abuse 

REDACTED 
~laims that from first through s;~o"Am~0grades she ~as abused several 

times by Rucker (R), and that this abuse included R fondlin_ EDACTED'~nitals both over 
and under her clothes (see Exhibit 43, Claimant Questionnaire o:K excerpts, IV, A 

REDACTED • 

and C). A civil lawsuit for damages, in which s a plaintiff, was filed on 23 December 2003 
(Case No. BC308301) . 

. REDACTED 
Alleged Victim No. 27: 

alleged abuse 

born on REDA?TED 8-9 years old at time of . 

REDACTED claims that several times between 1956 artd 1957 Rucker wnnlcl sit 
REdi..cT'ESn his lap and digitally penetrate her (see Exhibit 44, ClaimantEJ2M,r-stionnaire ofREDACTED 

excerpts, IV, A and C). A civil lawsuit for damages, in whict is a plaintiff, was filed on 
23December 2003 (Case No. BC308301). 

REDACTED 
Alleged Victim No. 28: 

unknown 
born on ;REDAC2TED , age at time of alleged abuse 

REDACTED ::llaims that when she made her first communion (she could notre-
call the date or year) Rucker was behind her and reached around to her chest and rubb(E~A~~~ 

REfiACTEo'er her white first communion dress (see Exhibit 45, Claimant o~1Ji'~onnaire of ~ 
excerpts, IV, A and C). A civil lawsuit for damages, in which s a plaintiff, was 

filed on 31 December 2003 (Case No. BC308567). 

Alleged Victim No. 2!REDACTED 1orn on REDACTED . 8-12 years old at time of 
alleged abuse 

REDACT~D ~!aims that Rucker (R) touched her inappropriately on numerous 
occasions, and that sometime between 1968 and 1976 R would fondle and squeeze her breasts 
and buttocks, with his hand going under her cl<'RthE,QDanCrl thl'lt he placed his hand on her inner 
thigh (see Exhibit 46, Claimant Questionnaire of A TED excerpts, IV, A and C). A civil 
lawsuit for damages, in whichREDACTEo is a plaintiff, was filed on 31 December 2003 (Case No. 
BC308564). 

REDACTED REDACTED 
Alleged Victim No. 30: . born on _ 7-14 years old at time of alleged 

abuse 
REDACTED 

claims that she was molested on numerous occasions by Rucker 
(R) from approximately t"970-1977, and that this abusive behavior included R rubbintoAcTEo inner 
thigh, genitals and buttocks both over and under her clothers (see Exhibit47, Claimant Question-

REDACTED 

naire o1REDACTED excerpts, IV, A and C). A civil lawsuit for damages, in which s a 
plaintiff, was filed on 9 December 2003 (Case No. BC307338). 
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Alleged Victim No. 31:REDACTED born on REDACTED 
alleged abuse 

10-15 years old at time of 

REDACTED_ claims that she was abused by Rucker (R'k~~-Q.tlt 10-12 times over a 
period of four years, and that the abusive behavior included R touching hre::tst~ and huttocks 
both over and under her clothes (see Exhibit 48, Claimant QU,!b'Stionnaire oJREDACTED ex
cerpts, IV, A and C). A civil lawsuit for damages, in which is a plaintiff, was filed on 31 De
cember 2003 (Case No. BC308565). 

Alleged Victim No. 32: REDACTED born onR_E_D~~-~~!?
. leged abuse 

.. _ , 6-14 years old at time ofal-

REDACTED claims that she was abused by Rucker, who would rub his hands 
down her backside to her buttocks and also over her breasts (see Exhibit 49, Claimant Question
naire ofREDACTED . excerpts, IV, A and C). A civil lawsuit for damages, in which "•mo is a 
plaintiff: was filed on 9 December 2003 (Case No. BC307339). 

All d V
• ti N 33 REDACTED ege tc m o. : 

abuse 

born on REDACTE_D , 11 years old at time of alleged 

claims that she WaS abused by Rucker (R), who fondled her 
breasts both over and under her clothes while telling her that she needed to be more "Christ-like." 

• · REDACTED • 
R also placed hts hand betweer: legs under her dress and fondled her gemtals over her un-
derwear (see Exhibit 51, Claimant Questionnaire oJREDACTED excerpts, IV, A and C). A 
civil lawsuit for damages, in whictREDAcreois a plaintiff, was filed on 23 December 2003 (Case No. 
BC308301). 

All d V. ti N 35 REDACTED b REDACTED ege tc m o. : om on 7-8 years old at time of alleged 
abuse 

REDACTED claims that Rucker abused her in 1959-1960, fondling her breasts, 
legs and genital area both over and under her-clothing (see Exhibit 52, Claimare~Q~estionnaire of 

REDACTED excerpts, IV, A and C).· A civil lawsuit for damages, in whicl is a plaintiff, 
was filed on 14 June 2005 (Case No. BC334994). 

Alleged Victim No. 36REDACTED . born onREDACTED 
leged abuse 

6-9 years old at time of al-

REDACTED claims that Rucker (R) abused her from 1969 to 1972, rubbing 
· , • REDACTED ' 

her back and chest over her clothes and ruhhmg her hare le~s while was seated on R's lap 
(see Exhibit 53, Claimant Questionnaire cREDACTED excerpts, IV, A and C). A civil law
suit for damages; in which REDACTED is a plaintiff, was filed on 4 November 2005 (Case No. 
BC342594). 
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REDACTED 
Alleged Victim No. 37: birthdate unlmown, 7-13 years old at time of alleged 

abuse 

According to lawsuit filed on 30 June 2006 (Case No. BC354748), abusive activity is 
alleged to have taken place approximately in 1971-1978, and included Rucker rubbing victim's 
breasts both over and under her clothes (documentation not presently available). 

REDACTED 
Alleged Victim No. 38: . birthdate unknown, 7-13 years old at time of alleged 

abuse 

According to lawsuit filed on 28 April 2006 (Case No. BC351525), abusive activity is 
alleged to have taken place approximately in 1969-1975, and included Rucker rubbing victim's 
body and breasts both over and under herclothes (documentation not presently available). 

Alleged Victim No. 39: REDACTED birthdate unknown, 6-11 years old at ti~e of alleged 
abuse 

According to lawsuit filed on 28 April 2006 (Case No. BC3 51526), abusive activity is 
alleged to have taken place approximately in 1969-1 974, and inclpded Rucker moving his hands 
down victim's chest, breasts and back, generally over her clothes (documentation not presently 
available). · 

Alleged Victim No. 40: REDACTED birthdate unknown, 7-11 years old at time of alleged 
abuse 

In a letter dated 29 March 2006,RE~A~TED t 39-year-old inmate at a California 
State Prison, wrote to the Archdiocese's civil legal counsel claiming that when he was approxi
mately 7-11 years old, he was abused by one or two priests, whose names were "Father Rueker 
and REDACTED•. While he gives no specifics of the abuse he suffered he notes that "details about the 
actual abuse have been coming to me in memory flashes and nightmares that have occurred over 
the last year or so ... I don't know exactly the times and exact places, I was a child at the time" 
(see Exhibit 54, Lette- _.c,n u~-~1. "'~f\06). . 

This man an<REDACTED (Alleged Victim No. 19 above) are the only two males al
leging sexual abuse by Father Rucker; all other victims, whether identified or anonymous, are 
female. 

Events from 2002 to the Present Report 

In April 2002 the Archdiocese received a letter of alarm from a concerned woman who 
was very familiar with the allegations against Rucker (R) from the 1960s. This woman h:rd run 
into R on a recent cruise, where she "was shocked to find [him] representing the Church and dio
cese as an on board chaplain ... You can imagine my disbelief to see this child-molesting priest 
from the 60s still ministering, particularly on ships that included children" (see Exhibit 55, Letter 
of 15 April 2002). This woman contacted the cruise ship's management, which confronted R 
about the .situation. R admitted that he had been the subject of a lawsuit settlement concerning 
molestation charges, and the cruise line informed him that he would no longer be allowed to min
ister onboard their ships (see ibid.). R had told the woman that "his job with the diocese" was 
"assigning Los Angeles diocese priest[s] on ... cruise lines" and that he himself had served as 
chaplain on so many cruises "that he stopped counting after fifty voyages" (see ibid.). 

Following the report of this incident, R was placed on administrative leave, was prohib
ited from any kind of ministry and was moved from the parish where he was residing as Pastor 
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Emeritus t<WI! ' £, an facility for retired priests (see Exhibit 56, Memo-
randum anhetter of April 2002). 

The months following this woman's letter and R's being placed on administrative leave, 
the local media began publicizing the many accusations of sexual abuse advanced against R and 
the Archdiocese's response to these allegations (see Exhibit 57, Los Angeles Times articles of 18 
May 2002 and 21 June 2002). The increased pub I icity surrounding the case brought forth allega
tions from other individuals, one of whom went to the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD), 
which investigated the accusations. The LAPD investigation led to a criminal indictmentbeing 
made against R (see Exhibit 58, Subpoena of the Superior Court of the State of California in the 
case of the People vs. George Neville Rucker). In the meantime, R had embarked on another 
cruise and, four days out of port, authorities diverted the ship to the / 1 · 1 ' • in .-.so 
that police could take Father Rucker into custody and bring him back to Los Angeles to face 
criminal charges of 23 counts of lewd conduct with a child; the manner in which Rucker was ap
prehended received much publicity (see Exhibit 59, Press Reports of September and October 
2002). The criminal charges lodged against R were later dismissed when the U.S. Supreme Court 
struck down a California State law that had sought to allow retroactive prosecution of cases oth
erwise barred from criminal action by the expiry of the statute of limitations. But the U.S, Su
preme Court decision did not affect the temporary lifting of statutes of limitation for the filing of 
civil lawsuits,. and in the following year the Archdiocese was named as defendant in more than 
twenty lawsuits brought by more than thirty individuals seeking damages for abuse allegedly per
petrated by R. 

In 2004, having heard reports that R was still going on cruises, and concerned to verify 
that he was not acting as chaplain on these cruises, the Archdiocese contacted a cruise line about 
which reports had been received and was given conftrmation that R was a passenger on the 
cruise, but was not serving as chaplain (see Exhibit 60, Memorandum of23 January 2004). 

In March 2005, R was asked to consider making a voluntary petition for laicization to the 
Holy Father, but he responded, both personally and through his canonical advisor, that he did not 
wish to be laicized (see Exhibit 61, Correspondence of March 2005). In June ofthafsame year, R 
wrote to Cardinal Mahony requesting permission to participate in a diocesan-sponsored priests' 
pilgrimage to France, and advised the Cardinal that if permission were not granted, he would go 
ahead with such a trip on his own. Cardinal Mahony reminded R that he was not to participate in 
the pilgrimage and reminded him as well that "the best way to live out penance at this moment is 
to remain at Nazareth House and to avoid any vacations." R responded to the Cardinal's letter 
writing that he felt the need for a pilgrimage and so would consult his spiritual director abo.ut the 
matter. The Cardinal wrote back suggesting to R that "given all the circumstances of your situa
tion, the most appropriate type of pilgrimage would be to a place such as Valyermo or t<;> one of 
the other contemplative monasteries in the state of California" (see Exhibit 62, Correspondence of 
June-July 2005). 

Towards the end of2005, reports were received that R was dressing in clerical attire and 
visiting people outside of The need was therefore felt to take formal steps in 
order to ensure that there would be no further violations by R of the type of behavior expected of 
him (see Exhibit 63, Memorandum of 1 December 2005). To this end, a Decree binding R to a 
life of prayer and penance was issued; by this Decree, R is obligated to spend one half hour daily 
in prayer for the intentions of those harmed by sexual abuse, and is also prohibited from visiting 
any site where children or young people typically gather, from publicly celebrating Mass or the 
other sacraments, from wearing clerical attire publicly or privately, from presenting himself pub
licly as a priest, from traveling outside the Archdiocese without permission, and - within the 
Archdiocese - from engaging in any activity that might give the appearance of luxury or that 
does not witness to simplicity of life and to a spirit of penitence. The Decree was communicated 
toR and he agreed to abide by its terms (see Exhibit 64, Decree and Memorandum of 13 Decem
ber 2005). 
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In 2006, after engaging in many personal and private meetings with individuals alleging 
childhood sexual abuse from priests of the Archdiocese, many of whom claimed that they were 
abused by R, Cardinal Mahony came to the realization that the Decree binding R to a life of 
prayer and penance did not satisfactorily redress the harm done to the victims, nor adequately 
repair the scandal given or properly restore justice. These issues became all the more urgent 
when in the sworn depositions given by R for the various lawsuits in which he is named as having 
sexually abusea many young children, he publicly declared that he is still a priest and that no ca
nonical process has been undertaken by the Church either to dismiss him from the clerical state or 
to laicize him (see Exhibit 65, Deposition of G. Neville Rucker, 13 October 2006, excerpts, pp. 
11-12). Although R's personal correction and spiritual welfare were adequately provided for by 
the Decree, the broader issues of the public good still needed to be addressed. Convinced that 
these matters could not be definitively resolved while R continued to be recognized by the 
Church as a cleric and a priest, Cardinal Mahony concluded that R must either voluntarily seek 
laicization from the Holy Father or be dismissed ex officio from the clerical state by the Supreme 
Pontiff. 

REDACTED therefore wrote to R informing him of this decision of the Cardi
nal, and inviting him to make a statement to be included with the Report that would be sent to the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (see Exhibit 66, Letter of 18 October 2006). R did not 
respond directly toREDACTED letter, but through his canonical advisor informedREDACTED 
that it was his "desire to live out his life as a priest"; on behalf of R, this same canonical advisor 
sent directly to the Congregation R's opposition to an ex officio dismissal from the clerical state 
(see Exhibit 67, Letter of 23 October 2006). This letter on behalf of R was sent to the Congrega
tion before the Congregation had yet been informed of the Case involving R (see Exhibit 68, Let
ter of27 October 2006). 

In November 2006, Cardinal Mahony made one last appeal to R, inviting him to a per
sonal meeting and encouraging him to reconsider his decision not to approach Pope Benedict XVI 
for voluntary laicization. The Cardinal noted that, given the fact that priesthood was so dear to R, 
a request for the grace of laicization from the Holy Father "would be a mark of sincere humility 
and genuine penance, and also a sign of true altruism, placing others and the good of the Church 
before your own desires and self-interests" (see Exhibit 69, Letter of 6 November 2006). To this 
final appeal of his Archbishop, R ... 

Statements of Rucker (R) Regarding His Situation 

Choice to make no statement to CDF. As noted above, REDACTED invited R 
to make a statement to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith regarding his case (see Ex
hibit 66, Letter of 18 October 2006); however, R chose to make no.statement to be.included in 
this Report. Instead, R's canonical advisor responded to REDACTED . reiterating R's 
desire not to seek laicization and, on behalf of R, sent to the Congregation objections to any re
quest for an ex officio dismissal ofR (see Exhibit 67, Letter of23 October 2006). 

Statements with regard to general aUegations of sexual abuse of children. In sworn 
depositions given by R, when asked whether he had ever allowed minors to be alone with him in 
the rectory, R declined to answer the question asserting his right to remain silent in order to avoid 
self-incrimination (see Exhibit 70, Deposition of G. Neville Rucker, 21 November 2005, ex
cerpts, p. 36). Asked whether he had ever touched any girls in an inappropriate and sexual man
ner, R asserted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate himself (see 
Exhibit 65, Deposition of 13 October 2006, excerpts, p. 161). Asked whether he had ever 
touched young girls in an inappropriate and sexual manner while he was in the rectory with them, 
Ragain asserted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate himself (see 
ibid., p. 158). 
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.t!tntont~onts with regard to specific accusations of Alleged Victim No. ],REDACTED 
REDACTE'? , . In a meetin&e~l~Po the Vicar for Clergy regarding these accusations, R stated that 

he "could not remember her , but . . . something could have happened" and he "was very 
sorry about this" (see Exhibit 4, Note to File, 1989). He said that, following his meeting with her 
some time before, he was "suffering considerable anxiety and agony about the matter" and, in 
acquie~t'~f'E'D to her request, he "did call her mother, as she had asked" (ibid.). R also offered to 
pay for therapy costs, and an ~~£~~ment was reached in which R would pay for two weekly 
therapy sessions, at $60 an hour, for for ayear (see Exhibit 6, Correspondence of April 1990). 

Statements with regard to specific accusations of Alleged kZrt.tm No.2, REDACTED 
REDACTED In response to a civil lawsuit for damages filed against him by R, through his attorney, 
~ffe~ed a payment of $20,000 t/EoAcrEo In a sworn deposition given in October 2006, R was asked 
whether he had paid to REDACTED a settlement in the 1990s as part of a lawsuit." His reply 
was "I'm following my attorney's advice and refuse to answer the question." The advice of R's 
attorney was based on the mediation privilege, where discussions made during mediation may be 
privileged, and on the principle of settlement confidentiality, where settlements may be subject to 
conditions of confidentiality (see Exhibit 65, Deposition of G. Neville Rucker. 13 October 2006, 
excerpts, pp. 61-62). In the same deposition, however, R did admit thaHEDACTED had sued 
him civilly for damages arising from his sexual abuse of her as a child (see ibid., p. 67), and when 
asked several direct questions aboutREDACTED including whether he ever heard her confes
sion and whether he .had molested her, R asserted his constitutional right against self
incrimination and refused to answer the questions (see ibid., pp. 96-99, especially pp. 98-99). 

Statements with reeard to specific accusations of Alleged Victim No. ],REDACTED 
REDACTED[n a meeting wittREoAcrEo and her therapist, R "acknowledged his sexual assault on REDACTED 

when she was seven years old" and he "told her it was his fault and not her fault" (see Exhiott u, 
Therapist's Letter of 12 October 1991 ). R also agreed to compensatroAcrEo in the amount of 
$55,370 "to provide reimbursement for past therapy expenses in, the amount of $8430; future 
therapy expenst::s in the amount of $9600; compensation for travel and sick leave take from work 
for therapy totaling $12,340; and a partial compensation for 43 years of mental anguish and suf
fering in the amount of$15,000" (see Exhibit 14, Compensation Agreement of24 July 1991). In 

./.'. I . h' f th d . REDACTEDthank d h' ./.'. . ' a letter to R 10 1owmg ts payment o e agree compensatiOn, e tm torR;,~~rmg 
'I'm sorry'" (see EXbibit16, Correspondence of September 1991). Atthe meetings with- and 
her therapist, R agreed to seek psychological help for himself (see Exhibit 17, Correspondence of 
12 October and 7 November 1991) . 

. In a sworn deposition given byRon 21 November 2005, when asked whether he had mo
lestecREDAcrEoR. asserted his right to remain silent, declining to answer lest he incriminate himself 
(see Exhibit 70, Deposition of G. Neville Rucker, 21 November 2005, excerpts, p. 53). When 
asked whether he had rapeleoAcreo whether he had touched her in any way that may be construed 
as sexual, whether he had placed his hand or finger inside her vagina, whether he had touched her 
breasts, R each time asserted his right to remain silent, decfining to answer lest he incriminate 
himself (see· ibid., pp. 53-55). 

Statements with regard to other specific accusations. In sworn depositions given by R 
as part of several civil lawsuits in which he is named as having sexually ab1.1:sed many different 
children, the following questions were put to R and he answered in the manner indicated: 

• asked whether he had molestedREDACTED :Alleged Victim No. 8 above, 
REDACTED isREDACTED maiden name), R asserted his rightto remain silent and 

declined to answer lest he incriminate himself (see Exhibit 65, Deposition of 13 October 
2006, excerpts, p. 94); 
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• 

asked whether he had inappropriately touched REDACTED (Alleged Victim No. 10 
above), R asserted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate 
himself(see ibid., p. 159); 
asked whether he had molested REDACTED (Alleged Victim No. 12 above), R 
asserted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate himself (see 
ibid., p. 95); 
asked whether he had molestecREDACTED (Alleged Victim No. 13 above), R as
serted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate himself (see 
Exhibit 70, Deposition of21 November 2005, p.xeemk n. 142): 

• asked mhAthP.r hP. lmf" in<>nnrnnn<>t.,.Jy touchecREDACTED (Alleged Victim No. 14 
above, REDACTED is REDACTED maiden name), R asserted his right to remain silent 
and declined to answer Jest he incriminate himself (see Exhibit 65, _T)P.nosition of 11 Oc
tober 2006, excerpts, p. 158); R was also asked whether the father oJREDACTED ·had 

, , REDACTED • 
ever confronted R saymg that hts daughte . had been molested by R, to whtch ques-
tion Ragain asserted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate 
himself(see ibid., pp. 148-149); 

• ~slc~tl whethf'r hP. h~rl mnlestedREDACTED (Alleged Victim No. 16 above, 
REDAC~ED isR~DACTED maid~n name), R -asserted his right to remain silent and 

declined to answer lest he incriminate himself (see ibid .. o. 95): 
• asked whether he had inappropriately touchedREDACTED (Alleged Victim No. 18 

above), R asserted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate 
himself (see ibid., p. 160); 

• asked whether he had mo1estedREDACTED (Alleged Victim No. 20 above), R as
serted his right to remain silent and declined to answer Jest he incriminate himself (see 
ibid., pp. 142-143); . 

• asked whether he had molestecREDACTED (Alleged Victim No. 22 above, 
REDACTED is REDACTED maiden),R refused to answer the question under the 
constitutional protection from self-incrimination (see ibid .. o. 93); 

• asked whether he had inappropriately touchedREDACTED (Alleged Victim No. 24 
above), R asserted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate 
himself(see ibid., p. 159); 

• asked whether he had inappropriately touchedREDACTED (Alleged Victim No. 25 
above), R asserted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate 
himself(see ibid., p. 158); REDACTED 

• asked whether he had inappropriately touched (Alleged Victim No. 28 
above, REDACTED is the court recorder's phonetic re.ndering of the name REDACTED, R 
asserted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate himself (see 
ibid., p. 159); 

• asked whether he had inappropriately touched REDACTED (Alleged Victim No. 30 
above), R asserted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate 
himself(see ibid., p. 158); REDACTED 

• asked whether he had inappropriately touched (Alleged Victim No. 31 
aboveREDACTED is the court reporter's phonetic rendering of the nameREDACTED 

REDACTED maiden name), R asserted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest 
he incriminate himself (see ibid., p. 160); 

• asked whether he had inappropriately touchecREDACTED Alleged Victim No. 32 
above), R asserted his right to remain silent and declined to answer Jest he incriminate 
himself(see ibid., p. 160); 
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• 

• 

• 

asked whether he had inappropriately touched REDACTED(Aileged Victim No. 33 
above), R asserted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate 
himself(see ibid., pp. 159-160); · 
asked whether he had inappropriately touched REDACTED ( Alleg;ed Victim No. 36 
aboveREDACTED is the court reporter's phonetic rendering of't'(EDACTED, R asserted his 
right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate himself (see ibid:, p. 
161

); REDACTED 
asked whether he had inappropriately touched _ (Alleged Victim No. 37 
above, it seems that byREDACTED:he questioner means to say REDACTED R asserted his 
right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate himself (see ibid., p. 
161); 
asked whether he had inappropriately touche<REDACTED (Alleged Victim No. 38 
above), R asserted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate 
himself(see ibid., p. 161). 

Statements with regard to the unlawfulness ofhaving sexua.i relations with a minor. In 
a sworn deposition of 19 September 2006, R was asked whether he was aware that it was unlaw
ful ''for an adult to have sexual relations with a minor", and he responded that he had no memory 
of being aware that such acts were unlawful (see Exhibit 71; Deposition of G. Neville Rucker, 19 
September 2006, excerpts, pp. 336ff.). Asked whether he had ever been informed that it was 
wrong for an adult to engage in sexual conduct with a minor, R responded that he did not recall 
ever being so informed (see ibid., pp. 359-360)~ 

Statements with . regard to his understanding of the protection against self
incrimination afforded by the Fifth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. The Fifth Amend
ment to the U.S.- Constitution provides that no one "shall be compelled in any criminal case to be 
a witness against himself." In the depositions given by R, his constant appeal to this right led 
opposing legal counsel to question whether R really understood the right he was invoking, or 
whether he was simply reading in an unthinking and uncritical manner a statement prepared pre
viously by his attorney._ To the question of whether he knows what he is saying when invoking 
that right, R responds "I know what it means ... Under the protection of the Fifth Amendment ... 
you have the right [not to answer] anytime that you've been accused of something if it [i.e. your 
answer] is going to incriminate you" (see Exhibit 70, Deposition of G. Neville Rucker, 21 No
vember 2005, excerpts, pp. 147-148). 

Statements with regard to his continuing status as a priest. In the sworn depositions 
given by R for the various lawsuits in which he is named as having sexuaiiy abused many young 
children, R was asked, "Are you still a priest", to which he answered, "Yes." He was then asked 
whether any canonical process was ever undertaken against him or whether there had been any 
attempt to have him laicized, to which he answered ''No" (see Exhibit 65, Deposition of G. 
Neville Rucker, 13 October2006, excerpts, pp. 11-12). 

Two Final Considerations 

Opinion of a vsvcholoeical peritus. The clinical psychologist who was present at the 
meetings betweeREDACTED \lleged Victim No.3 above), her therapist and Rucker 
(R) wrote to the Vicar for Clergy expressing serious concerns with regard to R and his acceptance 
of his responsibility for the acts of abuse he perpetrated. The peritus was concerned particularly 
with the fact that R "attributes blame for the incident outside himself ... he insisted that his sexual 

I REDACTED d I I b h' f . 'd d' . 'b d b h' assau t o vas cause so e y y IS use o excessive sterol me 1cat10ns prescn e y IS 

physician at the time - he took no perso~~lc.fuE(;Flponsibility for the action." Other concerns in
volved the fact that R "admitted only what _ could recall, [he] did not acl);ro?~dedge anything 
beyond that, or add any detail." And finally, at the end of their sessions, afte1 and her thera-
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pist had left the room, R commented to the peritus, "Well, God called me into the priesthood and 
God doesn't make mistakes, so I assume all of this happened as part of God's plan foiREDACTED 
salvation" (see Exhibit 13, Psychological Peritus' Letter of 12 October 1991). 

Media attention. The case of Neville Rucker has been amply publicized in the media 
(for examples, see Exhibit 57, Los Angeles Ti1JI-eS articles of 18 May 2002 and 21 June 2002; and 
Exhibit 59, Press Reports of September and October 2002). 

CONCLUSION 

From the evidence adduced in the material presented above, including admissions -
both explicit and implicit - by the accused himself, it is certain that delicts, as described in 
canon 2359 §2 of the 1917 CJC and retained in canon 1395 §2 of the 1983 CIC, have been com-
mitted by the accused and are imputable to him with culpability. · 
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DIOCESE Los Angeles in California 

NAME OF ORDINARY Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 

CDF PROT. NO. none yet assigned 

NAME OF CLERIC Reverend George Neville Rucker 

Date of Birth 14 September 1920 Age 
PERSONAL DATA 

Ordination 4May 1946 Years of ministry 

DIOCESE OF ORDINATION AND INCARDINATION Los Angeles in California 

Nazareth House 
CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE CLERIC 3333 Manning Avenue 

Los Angeles. CA 90064 r------------------------------r,REDACTED 
CANONICAL ADVISOR 

ASSIGNMENTS 

Year Parish Location Appointment 

1946 Sacred Heart Los Angeles, California Parochial Vicar 

1946 St. Alphonsus Los Angeles, California Parochial Vicar 

1951 St. Basil Los Angeles, California Parochial Vicar 

1955 Mary Star of the Sea San Pedro, California Parochial Vicar 

1959 St. Mary Magdalen Camarillo, California Parochial Vicar 

1961 Sick Leave 

1962 St. Anthony ElSegundo,California Administrator 

1967 St. Teresa of Avila Los Angeles, California Parochial Vicar 

1968 Holy Trinity Los Angeles, California Parochial Vicar 

1968 HolyCross Los Angeles, California Pastor 

1970 St. Agatha Los Angeles, California Pastor 

1979 Corpus Christi Pacific Palisades, California Pastor 

1987 Retires from ministry; remains in residence at Corpus Christi Parish with title ofPastm: Emeritus 

RCALA 009044 

86 

41 

Removed from Corpus Christi Parish, takes up residence at Nazareth House (an assisted living facility for 
retired riests) and is forbidden from an 

1 
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ACCUSATIONS AGAINST THE CLERIC 

Victim 
REDACTED 

pursuant to a an or-

Year 
der of the civil Court en-

Age Imputable Acts Denunciation 
joining anonymity forcer-
tain accusers, some names 
are not given in full or use 
a pseudonym) 

Using hands too freely; engaging in imprudent 
1965 Anonymous, two victims 6-14 relations with schoolgirls; reaching under girl's 1965 

dress and into another girl's blouse 

1967 Anonymous, two victims 9 Touching girls' private parts under their dress 1967 .. 

1965- REDACTED 7-10 Unspecified abuse 1989 
1967 

1966-
Fondling of genitals and breasts; digital penetration; 

1967 
9-10 abuse sometimes took place during sacramental 1990 

confession 
1946- 6-8 Digital penetration while seated on perpetrator's lap 1990 1948 
1963- 12-14 Rubbing shoulders and fondled breasts under clothes 2002 1965 

1962-
Placing hand inside her underwear and touching 

1963 6-7 genitals and buttocks; rubbing chest under her 2002 
clothes 

1963- 11-14 Fondling breasts over and under clothes 
2003 

1966 (lawsuit) 
1971- 6-10 Touching genitals and breasts both over and under 2003 
1975 clothes (lawsuit) 

1963-
Touching. breasts under clothes, rubbing against her 

2003 
1965 12-14 in a sexual manner, penetration either with finger, 

(lawsuit) 
foreign obiect or penis 
Placing girl on lap, introducing hand into her ' 2003 1961- 7-8 underwear and rubbing between her genitals and 1962 (lawsuit) 
anus 

1971 9 Touching _and caressing upper thigh 
2003 
(lawsuit) . 

1964- 12-15 Fondling breast and placing hand inside her clothes 2003 
1967 at underwear line near buttocks (lawsuit) 

1965-
Rubbing genitals both over and under clothes; 

2003 
1966 10-11 rubbing and massaging breasts and nipples; rubbing 

(lawsuit) 
inner thigh under skirt 

1964- 7-11 Fondling breasts and rubbing thigh and genitals 
2003 

1968 (lawsuit) 

1973-
Placing girl on his lap while he had an erection; 

2003 
1975 12-14 touching breasts and rubbing buttocks; digital 

(lawsuit) 
_J>enetration; placmg girl's hand on his erection 

1962- 10-12 Fondling over clothes, placing hand down blouse 2003 
1964 and touching her breasts (lawsuit) 

Inserting penis into vagina; perfonning oral sex on 
1972- 5-9 girl, digital penetration; rubbing and massaging 2003 
1975 body and breasts under clothes; hugging in a sexual (lawsuit) 

manner 
1972- 5-7 Touching breasts, digital penetration 2003 
1977 (lawsuit) 
1971- 11-14 Rubbing chest and buttocks over clothes 2003 
1974 (lawsuit) 
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REDACTED 

1968 7 Rubbed penis in boy's face and orally copulated 2003 
boy; one of two males alleging abuse (lawsuit) 

1963-
1968 

8-13 Fondling breasts, legs, thighs and pelvic area 
2003 
(lawsuit) 

1963-
1965 

10-12 
Fondling breasts under clothes; placing hand inside 2003 
her underwear; rubbing his_penis on her (lawsuit) 

1962-
1964 

9-11 
Digital penetration; fondling genitals over clothes; 2003 
rubbing breasts and nipples; fondling buttocks (lawsuit) 

Not 
!mown 

Not Touching breasts under blouse 
2003 

known (lawsuit) 

1969-
1973 

rubbing his hands over victim's body and skin, 2003 
8~12 including her chest, buttocks and legs, and reaching 

(lawsuit) 
under her dress to touch her underwear 

1970-
1971 

Rubbing back and buttocks; placing hand in her 2003 
5-6 underwear; touching her with penis, ejaculating on 

(lawsuit) 
her; having girl masturbate him 

1970-
1978 

6-14 Fondling breasts and genitals both over and under 2003 
clothes (lawsuit) 

1956-
1957 

8-9 Digital penetration 
2003 
(lawsuit) 

Not 
!mown 

Not Rubbing breast over clothes 
2003 

known (lawsuit) 
1970-
1974 

8-12 Touching breasts under clothes; touching inner thigh 
2003 
(lawsuit) 

1970-
1977 

7-14 Rubbing inner thigh, genitals and buttocks 
2003 
(lawsuit) 

1970-
1974 

10-14 Touching breasts and buttocks both over and under 2003 
clothes (lawsuit) 

1969-
1977 

Rubbing girl's body and breasts, both over and 
2003 6-14 under her clothes; running hand down towards her 
(lawsuit) 

waistline 
Fondling breasts over clothes; an incident in 

1972 11 Rucker's bedroom, of which the victim does not 2003 
recall the details, other than Rucker giving her a (lawsuit) 
. wetted towel so she could clean her hands 

1964-
1965 

10 
Fondling breasts, touching breasts under clothes, 2003 
touching genitals over clothes (lawsuit) 

1959-
1960 

7-8 Fondling girl's breasts, legs and genital area both 2005 
over and under clothing (lawsuit) 

1969-
1972 

6-9 Rubbing back and chest over; rubbing bare legs 
2005 
(lawsuit) 

. 1971-
1978 

7-13 Rubbing breasts both over and under clothes 
2006 
(lawsuit) 

1969-
1975 

7-13 
Rubbing body and breasts both over and under 2006 
clothes (lawsuit) 

1969-
1974 

6-11 
Moving hands down chest, breasts and back, 2006 
generally over clothes (lawsuit) 

1974-
1978 

r·m:J;\;;;:;':~;,:;J. 

7-11 Unspecified abuse; one of two males alleging abuse 2006 

}9i;,'~;JiJ~'~':l:~ m'~i@l~tili&I;;:~~,:~:~~~[i.q.i!~~Jr~~!(1W1~!~ 
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CIVIL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST THE CLERIC 

Year 

1967 

1990 

2002 

2003 

2005 

·2006 

Type/Case 

Police investigation of Rucker for possible 
child molestation 

against 
Helm 

Rucker arrested and charged with 23 
counts of lewd conduct with a child 

22 civil lawsuits for damages are filed (19 
individual suits and 3 joint suits with 8, 5 
and2 

Two civil lawsuits for damages are filed 

Three civil lawsuits for damages are filed 

Results 

No corroboration of allegation initially found; parents of a 
second child later came forward with corroboration from their 
child who claimed similar abuse, but the parents elected not to 
file a formal Rucker 

Settlement of$20,000 offered by Rucker to complainant 

Charges after U.S. Supreme Court struck down 
California State law retroactively extending criminal statute of 
limitations 

All lawsuits are pending 

Both lawsuits are pending 

All lawsuits· are pending 

MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE DIOCESE 

Year 

2002 

zoos· 

2005 

been living in retirement as 
he is forbidden to 

By Decree, Rucker is bound to a life of prayer penance by which he is obligated to spend one half hour 
daily in prayer for the intentions of those harmed by sexual abuse, and is also prohibited from visiting any site 
where children or young people typically gather, from publicly celebrating Mass or the other sacraments, from 
wearing clerical attire publicly or privately, from presenting himself publicly as a priest, from traveling 
outside the Archdiocese without permission, and- within the Archdiocese- from engaging in any activity 
that the or that does not witness to of life and a 
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RESPONSE/RECOURSE MADE BY THE CLERIC 

1990 

1991 

1994 

2005 

2006 

2006 

2006 

2006 

DACTED 
to pay the cost for a year sessions, at $60 an hour, for victim 

, Rucker admitted his abuse 
and other . and as 

Rucker offered to settle a civil suit brought against him by 

In a swam deposition pertaining to lawsuits in which be is named as having sexually abused young children 
(21 November 2005), Rucker three times invoked his constitutional right to avoid self-incrimination and 
refused to answer direct about whether he ruid molested three of the victims listed above. 
In a sworn deposition pertaining to lawsuits in which he is named as having sexually abused young children 
(19 September 2006), Rucker stated that at the time he is alleged to have committed acts of sexual abuse 
against young children, he was not aware that it was illegal for an adult to have sexual relations with a minor, 
he also stated that he had no recollection of ever being informed that it was wrong for an adult to engage in 
sexual conduct with a minor. 
In a sworn deposition pertaining to lawsuits in which be is named as having sexually abused young children 
(13 October 2006), Rucker eighteen times invoked his constitutional right to avoid self-incrimination and 
refused to answer direct about whether he had molested of the victims listed above. 

Rucker declined invitation (18 October 2006) to make a statement for inclusion in the Report to CDF. 

Invited byCardinal Mahony (6 November 2006) to meet with him in order to discuss his casebefore the 
required Report was made to CDF and also asked to reconsider his decision not to petition for laiciziation, 
Rucker declined to me'et with the Cardinal and stated that he did not wish to seek laicization. 

BISHOP'S VOTUM 

measures do not sufficiently redress the harm done to the nor do 
adequately repair the scandal given or restore justice. Moreover, the life of prayer and penance to which Rucker has 
been bound may not even be sufficient in providing for his personal correction and spiritual welfare. It is clear that 
further action is required on the part of the Church. Given the serious nature of the offenses committed, their great 
number, the ample publicity surrounding them and the immense harm done to both the Christian faithful and the 
community at large, it is clear that anything short of an ex officio dismissal will not properly resolve the issue. A 
formal trial is neither indicated nor necessary in that there is positive proof of Rucker's culpability, both by his own 
admission and by attendant circumstances, and in that his imputability is also plainly evident. It is moreover noted that 
should the penalty of an ex officio dismissal be imposed upon Rucker, the obligations set forth in canon 1350, §2 will 
be fulfilled, wherefore the Archdiocese will continue to do what it can to ensure that Rucker does not lack anything 
required for his decent support. 

The votum expressed in the matter, therefore, is that Rucker be dismissed ex officio from the clerical state, in 
and bono His Holiness Benedict XVI. 
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SPECIES FACTI 

REPORT 

The Reverend George Neville Rucker 
Accused of Graviora Delicta 

The Reverend George Neville Rucker was born on 14 September 1920 and was ordained 
a priest for service in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles on 4 May 1946. From the date ofhis ordi
nation until his retirement in1987, Rucker vvas assigned as Parochial Vicar to seven different par
ishes (1946-1961, 1967-1968), as administrator to one parish (1962-1967), as Pastor to three dif
ferent parishes (1968-1987), and was granted a period of sick leave (1961-1962); upon his retire
ment in 1987, he remained in Corpus Christi Parish as Pastor Emeritus. 

In 1965, the Archdiocese received. an anonymous complaint that Father Rucker was using 
his hands too freely with schoolgirls, and later that same year the principal at the school of the 
parish where Rucker was assigned reported that Rucker was engaging in imprudent relations with 
schoolgirls at the rectory. In 1967, a police report was made alleging that Rucker was inappropri
ately. touching a 9-year-old girl over her clothes; an initial police investigation brought no cor
roboration of the allegation, but subsequently, another 9-year-old girl came forward to the police 
with similar allegations. Nonetheless, the complaint was withdrawn and civil authorities did. not 
pursue the matter. 

In 1989, two years after Rucker's retirement, a woman called the Archdiocese to report 
that she had been abused by him; the behavior alleged appears to have amounted to very inappro
priate touching, occurring approximately in 1965-1967. Rucker agreed to help pay therapy costs 
for the woman; he requested that the woman instruct her therapist to send the bills directly to him 
for payment. 

In 1990, another woman came forward claiming that she and three other girls had been 
abused by Rucker, sometime in the period 1962-1967; later that same year of 1990, a further . 
woman came forward claiming abuse by Rucker, with the alleged abuse dating back this time to 
1947. Rucker met with this woman, discussed the matter with her, and is reported .to have ac
knowledged his abuse ofher; he agreed to pay her $55,370 as reimbursement and compensation. 

In 2002, a woman contacted the Archdiocese claiming that Rucker had abused her and 
other schoolgirls in the mid-1960s. Rucker, living in retirement at Corpus Christi Parish as Pastor 
Emeritus, was moved to a residence for retired priests and was forbidden to engage in public min
istry. That same year of2002, the Los Angeles Police Department began a formal investigation 
into the accusations made against Rucker, and an indictment was returned charging him with 23 
counts of lewd conduct with a child. Rucker in the meantime had embarked on a cruise and was 
apprehended aboard the ship after it had been diverted by authorities to the Aleutian Islands. 
Rucker was returned from Alaska to Los Angeles to await trial. The criminal charges against him 
were dismissed when the U.S. Supreme Court struck down a California State law that had sought 
to allow prosecution of cases otherwise barred from criminal action by the expiry of the statute of 
limitations. 

In 2003, 22 civil lawsuits were filed against the Archdiocese of Los Angeles by 34 indi
viduals claiming they were abused by Rucker; this was followed in 2005 by two more lawsuits 
and in 2006 by three new suits. 
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IN FACTO 

Everything presented here is drawn from documents on file in the archives of the Curia of the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles, copies of which are attached hereto as numbered Exhibits; in order 
to remain in compliance with a Protective Order issued by the Superior Court of California on 7 
June 2006 (see Exhibit 74), some names are incomplete and others have been replaced with a 
pseudonym. 

Alleged Victim No. 1:REDACTED born in 1958 or 1959, approximately 7-10 years 
old at time of alleged abuse 

REDACTED . 
In June 198! _ _ , , ~ontacted the ArchdiOcese of Los Angeles to 

report that she had been abused by Father Rucker (R) while he was assigned to St. Anthony 
Church in El Segundo. She stated that some time prior to her calling the Archdiocese, she had 
confronted R but he denied that anything had happened (see Exhibit 1, Memorandum of 27 June 
1989). 

Although CV's mental state did not appear stable at the time of the report (see ibid.), 
there does seerri to be corroboration for the events alleged in her account: an anonymous letter
signed only "A Mother"- from the same period was sent to the Superior of the Sisters at St. An
thony's in El Segundo and accused R of "using his hands too freely" with one of this woman's 
daughters, "especially around the upper part of her legs under her dress"; with regard to an older 
daughter, this same woman wrote that R "was careless by exploring the upper part of her body, 
this time going down into her shirt. She is an older girl and resents this" (see Exhibit 2, Letter of 
3 April 1965) .. The Superior of the Sisters at St. Anthony's later made a report to the Vicar for 
Religious, stating that according to "information given by [the] Superior and Sisters of [the] 
school, from children and parents" R is involved in ":imprudent relations with schoolgirls at [the] 
rectory"; this situation "appears to be widely known in [the] parish" and the "Sisters refuse per
mission for girls to respond to Father's request for them to come to [the] rectory" (see Exhibit 3, 
Note of 13 July 1965). 

In a subsequent meeting of R with the VjF~.mJor Clergy and another priest, R recalled suf
fering considerable anxiety and agony about the matter since she had come to see him. He 
reported that when these accusations came up, he went to the El Segundo Police Department be
cause he had heard that his name had been given to them; at the police station he was told not to 
worry about this, as the same accusations had been made about him previously (see Exhibit 4, 
Note to File, 1989). In fact, there is an El Segundo Police report from 1967 about possible child 
molestation on the part ofR; in April1967 a complaint was made to police that R had "touched" 
a 9-year-old girl's "privates", that this happened "more than once"; investigation of the matter 
was unable to corroborate the allegation. In a supplementary police report of May 1967, concern
ing the same case, it is noted that: another 9-year-old girl accused R of touching her "in front"; R 
called the girl's parents and they came to the church to discuss the matter; R assured them that 
nothing had happened; on further questioning, the girl claimed that the touching had happened 
"many times"; the parents again spoke with R and he again denied that anything had happened; 
the mother told R that she believed her daughter and R said he could be transferred, but the girl's 
mother replied that she wouid simply leave and go to another parish; upon further discussion with 
church officials, the mother elected not to prosecute, but still wanted her daughter questioned by 
police; the girl told her mother "Father Rucker touched me where he should not" and in showing 
where she was touched, she pointed "to her privates"(see Exhibit 5, Police Report, El Segundo 
Police Department, 1967). 

In the meeting of R w~t.&tl:le Vicar of Clergy and another priest, R went on to say that he 
was very sorry for the troubl( was suffering and he agreed to provide her with therapy if she 
needed it. R also stated that the trouble caused by the incident in El Segundo and by his transfer 
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from the parish was so traumatic for him that he has "never been involved in anything since that 
time" (see Exhibit 4, Note to File, 1989). '"'A"" did takeR up on his offer to pay for her therapy, 
and the Vi'cffi. for Clergy wrote to R in 1990 about the modality of payments; a letter also went· 

REDACTED 

out tc advising her that the therapy bills should be sent directly to R, and informing her as 
well that R did not see the possibility of being able to pay for her therapy much beyond a year 
because of monetary limitations (see Exhibit 6, Correspondence of April19.90). 

Alleged Victim No.2: REDACTED born on REDACTED 
leged abuse 

6-14 years old at time of al-

REDACTED ::ontacted the Archdiocese in April 1990 reporting that she and three 
other grris had been abused by Father Rucker (R) while R was at St. Anthony's in El Segundo; at 
that time, she provided no description of the abuse that she experienced (see Exhibit 7, Note on 

Phone call from REDACTED . Later that same yea!EoA.cTEo filed a lawsuit against R seeking· civil 
- n.t::.DACTED # 

damages, and a few years late: attorney and R' s attorney engaged in settlemRctJ1t;p.egotiations 
resulting in an offer on the part ofR to settle the case by a payment of$20,000 to :see Exhibit 
8, Letter of2 June 1994). 

REDACTE0 :~.ter became a plaintiff in a civil lawsuit for damages filed against the Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles in December 2003 (Case No. BC307410), and in answers to interrogatories she de
scribed the manner in which R abused her: R would digitally penetrate her; fondle and rub her 
genitals and breasts, both over and under her clothes: seat her on his lap while he had an erection 
(see Exhibit 9, Answers o:REDACTED to Interrogatories, pp. 15-16). She also re
ported that "when I would go to confession Fr. Rucker would sit me on his lap. I would feel his 

REDACTED 

erection against me. He would put his fmger inside me" (ibid., p. 16). names several people 
to whom she had reported the abuse, as early as 1967 (ibid., p. 22), including police and represen
tatives of the Church (ibid., p. 26). 

· Alleged Victim No. 3: REDACTED 10m on REDACTED 6-8 years old at time of alleged 
abuse 

REDACTED 
At the nrompting of her therapist (see Exhibit 10, Letter of 11 September 1990) . 

REDACTED contacted the Archdiocese of Los Angeles in October 1990 to report that she had 
suffered abuse at the hands of Father Rucker (R) in 1947 when she was a 7-year-old girl; she also 
wrote to R himself, seeking a "pastoral response" from him in the matter so that there would be 
no need to "pursue the legal system", and ·explaining that she would ask him for reimbursement 
for all her nast. nresent and future therapy (see Exhibit 11, Letters of26 October 1990). In her 

REDACTED 

lett.er to R. states that while her mother was visiting with the lunchroom ladies, R brought REDACTED · . 
to a dark auditorium that had been set up for the projection of a movie, turned on the projec-

tor, sat her on his lap ami nh~8d his fingers in her vagina (see ibid.). 
R responded t1REDACT letter by offering to make a trip up to Seattle to meet with her and 

showing opennessR!gc:Woeet her expe<;tation of reimbt~/,"§tcWt:nt (see EXhibit 12, Letter of 4 May 
1991). R met witl in Seattle, in the prese:nce of therapist and a licensed Clinical psy
chologist, and it WaS reported that he "acknowledged his SeXUal assault orDACTED When She WaS 
seven years old, told her it was his fault and not her fault" (see Exhibit 13, Psychological Peritus' 
Letter of 12 October 1991). He also entered into an agreement to compensatt"DACTED in the amount 
of $55,370 "to provide reimbursement for past therapy expenses in the amount of $8430; future 
therapy expenses in the amount of $9600; compensation for travel and sick leave take from work 
for therapy totaling $12,340; and a partial compe:nsation for 43 years of mental anguish and suf
fering in the amount of $15,000" (see Exhibit 14, Compensation Agreement of 24 July 1991). 
This agreement was fonnalized by R's civil attorney (see Exhibit 15, Letter from Law Offices of 

REDACTED REOAcr=o5 September 1991). The total compensation was paid off by the 
end of September 1991, and wrote to R thanking him for his payments, which she perceived 
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"as a concrete symbol of your continued des:ire to say you are sorry"; in her letter, she told him "I 
forgive you" and she thanked him for "coming to Seattle , saying 'I'm sorry', sharing your story 
and compensating me for my therapy and pain" (see Exhibit 16, Correspondence of September 

RCALA 009053 

1991). . . REDACTED 
At the Seattle meetings, R also agreed to seek psychological help for himself, and 

therapist located for R a local psychological clinic specializing in the treatment of persont> w 1u1 

sexual disorders; at this clinic there was a special treatment group for priests, ministers and reli
gious persons who have engaged in problematic sexual behavior. The therapist made all the nec
essary arrangements for R to contact this clinic, and the Vicar for Clergy was ready to support R 
in his request for therapy (see Exhibit 17, Correspondence of 12 October l).nd 7 November 1991). 
There are no records on file in the Curia of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles of R ever availing 
himself of these psychological services. . 

REDACTE0later became a plaintiff in a civil lawsuit for damages filed against the Archdiocese 
of Los Angeles in December 2003 (Case No. BC296810). In answers to interrogatories she states 
that she was a nun from 1958 to 1973 (see Exhibit 18, Responses ofREDACTED "Plaintiff 
Jane DM Doe," to Special Interrogatories, excerpts, p. 5), that she was sexually abused by Rover 

REDACTED 

a three-year period (ibid., p. 9), beginning in 1946REilAc\'Eo· was 6 years old, and ending in 
1948, when she was 8 (ibid., p. 10). R would place on his lap, force his hand between her 
legs and digitally penetrate her (ibid.). 

. . REDACTED REDACTED Alleged VIctim No. • Jorn on , approximately 11-13 years old 
at time of alleged abuse 

REDACTED wrote aletterdated 19 May 2002 to the Archdiocese ofLos Angeles 
reporting that both she and her sister (see below, Alleged Victim No. 5) were abused by Rucker 
(R) while .they were students at St. Anthony's elemet:1.tary school. "I can go into details if neces
sary, but I prefer not to ... The reason I am coming forWard at this time is ... to make sure G. 
Neville Rucker is held accountable. He is guilty of child molestatioJ1~cr!osee Exlubit 19, Letter of 
19 May 2002). Later that same year of 2002, an attorney retained b~ and her sister contacted 
the Archdiocese stating that his clients were requesting a letter of apology from the Church and 
seeking damages for trauma suffered by the sisters when they were little children (see Exhibit 20, 
LetteJREofciE6 July 2002). 

later became a plaintiff in a civil lawsuit filed against the Archdiocese of Los Ange
les on 31 December 2003 (Case No. BC308579). In a claimant questionnaire of 19 April 2004, 
she states that R, would summon. g:irls from the St. Anthony's school to help with office work at 

·the rectory. The girls would go in a group of2 or 3, Wei?Ji\.d be seated around a table in R's office 
folding papers and placing them into envelopes. While was doing this, R would come up be
hind her, rub her neck, move his hands down inside the front of her blouse and fondle her breasts. 
After doin~r this to her, he would move on to the next girl (see Exhibit21, Claimant Questionnaire 
ofREDACTED , p. 3). This abusive behavior continued for approximately two years, untilREDACTED 
refused to go to the rectory any more (see ibid.). As a result of her refusal to go to the rectory, 
she was expelled from St. Anthony's school for being "disobedient" and "disruptive"; in reality 
she was only refusing to be molested any longer by R (see ibid., p. 5). 

Alleged Victim No. S:REDACTED lorn on REDACTED 
abuse 

6-7 years old at time of alleged 

REDACTED is the sister of Alleged Victim No. 4 above. She became a plaintiff in a 
civil lawsuit filed against the.. Archdiocese of Los Angeles on 31 December 2003 {Case No. 
BC308580). In a claimant questionnaire of 16 April2004, she states that Rucker (R) molested 
her when she was 6-7 years old (see Exhibit 22, Claimant Questionnaire oREDACTED ~xcerpts, p. 
2). A first incident took place in the entryway of the rectory and involved R placing his hand up 

409259 9 

CCI 005853 



. REDK:TED 

dress and under her underwear, touching her buttocks and genitals. A second incident took 
place on the second floor of the :~,;rc:::M'JY and involved R sliding his hands up JS's legs and placing 
them inside her underwear; whe wiggled away, R picked her UJ;;'m~rfJ.;ibly and carried her to 
the open windows, saying he was going to throw her out the window. >tarted screaming and R 
put her down; she ran down to her parents, who were doing work around the church, and told 
them R tried to throw her out the window. When asked about this, R explained that he and 'm'"" 

were "playing airplanes." Later ~£t~~nts took place on the school playground, a,yg)nvolved R 
putting his hand down the front of blouse and running his hand over hf'1" l"'hPct• • rPnArtc that 
this was "a very common practice of his ... I saw him molest my friends REDAt.; I ED and 

REDACTED in this fashion" (see ibid., p. 3). 

[Note on Alleged Victims Nos. 6- 39: These victims became known to the Archdiocese when 
civil lawsuits were filed in their names seeking damages for abuse allegedly perpetrated 
against them by Rucker ] 

Alleged Victim No. 6:REDACTED •om on REDACTED 11~14 years old at time of al-
leged abuse 

REDACTED claims that on numerous occasions over a three-year period, approxi-
mately 1963-1966, Rucker would fondle her breasts both over and under her clothes; she also 
states that he would molest her in the presence of her friends, and that she would see him do the 
same to other o-lrls who were there with her (see Exhibit 23, Claimant Ouestionnaire of REDACTED 

OA REDACTED . 

REDAcTED excerpts, N, C and D). A civil lawsuit for damages, in whic: is a plaintiff, was filed on 
23 December 2003 (Case No. BC308301). 

REDACTED 
Alleged Victim No. 7: born on REDACTED 6-10 years old at time of alleged 

~ hlll'lP. 

. REDACTED . 
)}aims that Rucker (R) abused her 2-3 times a week over a four·=year 

period beginning in 1971 and ending in 1975. R would fonflJ&iREDACTED breasts and genitals both 
over and under her clothes (see Exhibit 24, Responses ofRED; u to Special Interrogatories, 

REDACTED • • 

excerpts, pp. 9-1 0). reports ~~6:..~{Egll.ston, followmg confession,. when R brought her up to 
the choir loft, groped and fondle< breasts and genitals, removed his penis from his pants 
and attemptfcdctroforc~REDACTED perform oral sex on him.REDAcTEo:lid not do as R wanted and fled down 
the stairs. younger sister, who had been with her before R took her to the choir loft, had 
been left outside the locked door leading to the stairs going up to the choir loft; she was bangm· g 

REDACTED 

on the door to the stairs and calling out for her sister. Whe1 unlocked the door, R, who had 
followed her down the stairs, too~REDACTED: sister up the stairs to the choir loft (ibid., p. 11). A civil 
lawsuit for damages, in whicREDACTED a plaintiff, was filed on 3 June 2003 (Case No. BC296818). 

Alleged Victim No. s:REDACTED born on REDACTED 12-14 years old at time of 
alle!!:ed abuse 

REDACTED 
claims that Rucker (R) abused her on multiple occasions over a two

year penoa, approxrmately !963~1965 (see Exhibit 25, Answers of Plaintiff REDACTED to In
terrogatories, excerpts, p. 12). While she does not know exactly what R did to her, she believes 
he penetrated her with his penis, fmgers or a foreign object·(see ibid., p. 16); he also rubbed and 
massaged her breasts under her clothes, and rubbed against her in a sexual manner (see ibid., p. 

REDACTED 

17). also recalls the names of other girls whom she saw R abuse by touching them under 
their blouses (see ibid., p. 19). A civil lawsuit for damages, in which DB is a plaintiff, was filed 
on 9 December 2003 (Case No. BC307410). 
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REDACTED C 
Alleged Victim No.9 born on REDA TED 7-8 years old at time of al-

leged abuse 

REDACTED ;}aims that Rucker (R) abused her on multiple occasions oyr,rcr~ 
one-year period, approximately 1961-1962, and that the abusive activity included R placing 
on his lap, moving his hand into her UJ1nP.rwP.Ar Ani! mhbing between her genitals and anus (see 
Exhibit 26, Claimant Questionnaire of REDACTED N, A and C). A civil lawsuit for dam
ages, in which""ACTE' is a plaintiff, was filed on 23 December 2003 (Case No. BC308301). 

Alleged Victim No. 10: REDACTED born on REDACTED 9 years old at time of alleged 
abuse 

RE~ACTE~ . _ reports that in May 1971, when she was nine years old and was 
completing her preparation for flrst communion, she was called t<?,J,~e rectory to meet with 
Rucker (R), presumably for her fust confession. At the rectory, with seated on a chair facing 
R, R asked <"'""'"' everal questions, during which l?Et~AJ;tlaced his hand on her knee and began to move 
his hand up her thigh. Continuing to speak to about God's love and forgiveness when we 
have offended him, R moved his hand further upREoAcTEo thigh and touched her underwear. At that 
point, "'DA""' was terrified, but something"jJ}~JTUpted R- perhaps the phone ringing or a knock at 
the door- :mil R Ahmhtlv ilismissed sending her back to clas~£:~-Yv Exhibit 27, Personal 
Statement oiREDACTED .. A civil lawsuit for damages, in which is a plaintiff, was flied 
on 9 December 2003 (Case No. BC307340). 

Alleged Victim No. 11: REDACTED born on REDACTED 12-15 years old at time of al-
leged abuse 

REDACTED . . 
. . :;}aims that on one occasiOn between 1964-1966, at the church rectory, 

Rucker (R) moved his hand under her blouse and fondled her right breast; R also placed his hand 
undcREDACTED skirt near her underwear line at her buttocks (see Exhibit 28, Claimant Questionnaire 
o:REDACTED excerpts, N, C). A civil lawsuit for damages, in whicREoAcTEo s a plaintiff, was flied 
on 23 December 2003 (Case No. BC308301). 

Alleged Victim No. 1:REDACTED 
of alleQ:ed abuse 

born on REDACTED , 10-11 years old at time 

REDACTED 
_ . . recalls being abused by ~ucker (R) twice, once when she was 

10 years old and·once when she was 11 (see Exhibit 29, Answers ofPlaintiffREDACTED .. 
to Interrogatories, excerpts, p. 12). The abusive behavior involved R rubbing and fondling Kt:UAL; 

1 
ED 

genitals under her skirt and over her underwear, fondling her breasts both over and under her 
clothes, rubbing and massaging her body both over and under her clothes, molesting other little 

REDACTED . 

girls in her presence (see ibid., pp. 15-16) also reports the names of two classmates whom 
·. REDACTED 

she saw R abuse (see ibid., p. 18). A civil lawsuit for damages, in which is a plaintiff, was 
filed on 9 December 2003 (Case No. BC307410). 

REDACTED 
Alleged Victim No. 13 

leged abuse 
born onREDACTED 7-11 years old at time ofal-

REDACTED . _ claims that Rucker (R) fondled her shoulders, breasts and thighs, 
and rubbed her genital area at least "300 times" (see Exhibit 30, Claimant Questionnaire of 

REDACTED , excerpts, p. 2). A civil lawsuit for damages, in whidEoAcrEo is a plaintiff, was 
flied on 17 July 2003 (Case No. BC299307). 
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REDACTED 
Alleged Victim No. 14: born on REDACTED , 12-14 years old at time of alleged 

abuse 

REDACTED ~laims that she was abused bv Rucker (R) "too many times to re-
member" (see Exr./J2lto31, Claimant Questionnaire of REDACTED . excerpts, p. 3). The abuse 
included R placin: on his lap while he had an erection, touching her breasts under her clothes 
and rubbing her buttocks, digital P~:P~c.J;rtttion, placing her hand on his erection (see ibid., p. 5). A 
civil lawsuit for damages, in whicl is a plaintiff, was filed on 4 September 2003 (Case No. 
BC301867). 

REDACTED REDACTED · Alleged Victim No. 15: born on , 10-12 years old at time of al-
leged abuse 

REDACTED claims that she was abused on multiple occasions by Rucker (R), 
and that this abusive behavior included R fondling her oer her .clothes, puttino- hi~ hl'lnrl clown her 
blouse and touching her breasts (see Exhibit 32, Claimant Questionnaire o:REDACTED ·,ex-

REoAcrEo 
cerpts, IV, A and C). A civil lawsuit for damages, in whicl is a plaintiff, was filed on 23 
December 2003 (Case No. BC308301). 

Alleged Victim No. 16REDACTED born on REDACTED_ . 5 years old at time alleged 
abuse began 

REDACTED 
_ , . claims that at age 5, Rucker (R) began sexually abusing her and that 

this abuse contmuerl with oM enisode a week until she was about 9 years old (see Exhibit 33, An
swers of PlaintiffREDACTED to Interrogatories, excerpts, p. 11). She further states that the 
alleged abuse took place on church grounds, often in the rectory, and included R inserting his pe
nis into her vagina, performing oral sex on her, digitally penetrating her, rubbing and massaging 
her body and brtc~~ts under her clothes, hugging her in a sexual manner. A civil lawsuit for dam-
ages, in whicl sa plaintiff, was filed on 9 December 2003 (Case No. BC307410). 

Alleged Victim No. 17REDACTED born on REDACT_ED 5 years old at time alleged 
n'h'lH'I.O ho.n-n..... . l 

REDACTED 
. . claims that she was abused numerous times by Rucker (R) over a 

three-year period (see Exhibit 34, Responses of Plaintiff Jane GE Doe to Special Interrogatories, 
excerpts. p, 9). This alleged abuse, beginning in 1972 anc;J.Ji;!\ging in 1975, included R sliding his 
hand :iJ REDAcTED blouse and touching her bare breasts, forcin!. to sit in his lap while he placed his 
hand under her clothes and inside her.olm~erwear, digitally penetrating her (see ibid., p. 10). A 
civil lawsuit for damages, in which is a plaintiff, was filed on 3 June 2003 (Case No. 
BC296811). 

· REDACTED 
Alleged Victim No. 18: born onREDA~TED . 11-14 years old at time of alleged 

abuse 

REDACTED_ . . claims that from 1971-1974 Rucker (R) would hug her and rub or 
squeeze her breasts over her clothers, he would also often run his hands rlown hl'\r hl'lr.k l'lnfl mh 
her buttocks over her clothes (see Exhibit 35, ClaimRW11Questionnaire oJREDACTED 
excerpts, p. 5). A civil lawsuit for damages, in whicl is a plaintiff, was filed on 31 December · 
2003 (Case No. BC308566). 

All d V. tim N 19REDACTED b REDACTED 7 ld . f d ege IC o. om on . years o at time o allege abuse 

REDACTED 1b~b'11b<! a single episode of abus!iol'?;lfoRucker (R), alleging that R fondled 
him, rubbed R's penis or face and orally copulated :see Exhibit 36, Claimant Question-
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R::DACTEC 

REDACTED d C) . 'll . .p, _, • hi ] · 1 · naire of , excerpts, IV, A an . A ciVI awsmt .~.R~o~s-Aml.ges, m w c 1s a pam-
tiff, was tiled on 31 December 2003 (Case No. BC308555) s the only male complainant 
who has filed a lawsuit claiming abuse by R; a second male victim, though not a party to a law
suit, also claims abuse by R (see Alleged Victim No. 40 below). 

Alleged Victim No. 20:REDACTED born onREDACTED , 8-13 years old at.time of 
::~llt~o-P.tl fl hm:"" 

REDACTED 
claims abuse by Rucker (R) on "over 300 occasions, approximately 

2-~ tim~s ::~ w~P.Ic" between the years 1963 and 1968 (see Exhibit 3 7, Claimant Questionnaire of 
REDACTED ::xcerpts, p. 2). The alleged abuse inclu~lbi R fondling her breasts, legs, thighs 

and pelvic area. A civi11awsuit for damages, in which is a plaintiff, was filed on 17 July 
2003 (Case No. BC299307). 

. . REDACTED · 
Alleged VIctim No. 21 born on REDACTED 10-12 years old at time of alleged 

abuse 

REDACTED :laims that she was abused "several times over the course of 1963-1965" by 
Rucker (R), and that this abuse included R fondling her breasts under her clothes, placing his 
h::~nil inside her underwear, rubbing his penis on her (see Exhibit 38, Claimant Questionnaire of 

REDACTED IV A d C) A . '11 . .r d . h' 1:"'""'"" 1 . tiff fil d excerpts, , an . ClVI awsmt .LOT amages, m w 1c s a p am , was e 
on 31 December 2003 (Case No. BC308665). · 

. All d v· t' N 22REDACTED b REDACTED 9 11 Id . f 1 ege Ic IID o. orn on - years o at time o a -
leged abuse 

REDACTED ;tates that "to the best that I can recall, Fr. Rucker [R] began abus
ing me in about 1962 when I was nine years old. The ahm~ con1in11ed until about 1964, when I 
was about 11" (see Exhibit 39, Answers ofPlaintiftREDACTED to Interrogatories, excerpts, 
p. 12). The alleged abusive behavior included R digitally penetrating''"T". fondling her genitals 
over and under her clothes, fondling her breasts over and under her clothes, fondling her buttocks 
over and under her clothes (see ibid., pp. 15-16). A civi1lawsuit for damages, in whicl'EOACTEols a 
plaintiff, was flied on 9 December 2003 (Case No. BC307410). 

Alleged .Victim No. 23REDACTED born on REDACTED , 11-14 years old at time of alleged 
-'!..----

REDACTED 
reports that she was abused by Rucker (R) between 5 and 10 

times in approximately 1963-1966, claiming that R would massage her shoulders and work his 
hands down the front of her blouse, touching her hrea!=:k he. would also stand behind her and hug 
her (see Exhibit 40, Claimant Questionnaire oJREDACTED, excerpts, N, A and C). A civil 
lawsuit for damages, in which REOACTEOis a plaintiff, was filed on Z3 December 2003 (Case No. 
BC308301). 

REDACTED 
Alleged Victim No.2~ born on REDACTED 8~12 years old at time of alleged 

abuse 
REDACTED . 

. clatms that Rucker (R) abused her "2 to 3 times a "~~~k from ap-
proxnnately 1969 to 1973 ", and that this abuse included R rubbing his hands over s body and 
skin, including her chest, buttocks and legs. and reach1n!! under her dress to touch her underwear 
(see Exhibit 41, Claimant Q~Mi"A~t;k"~nnaire ofREDACTED ~. excerpts, IV, A and C). A civil law
suit for damages, in whicl is a plaintiff, was filed on ·A September 2003 (Case No. 
BC301868). 
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REDACTED 
Alleged Victim No. 2: )Om onRED~CTED . 5-6 years old at time ofal-

leged abuse 
REDACTED claims that she was abused by Rucker (R) 1-3 times a week over 

the course of a year, approximately 1970-1971. The alleged abuse included R rubbingREDACTED 
back and buttocks, placing his hand in her underwear, touching her with his penis, eiaculating on 
her, having her masturbate him (see Exhibit 42, Claimant Questionnaire <REDACTED ex
cerpts, IV, A and C). A civil lawsuit for damages, in whichREDAc'"" ls a plaintiff, was filed on 4 Sep
tember 2003 (Case No. BC301869). 

REDACTED b REDACTED 
Alleged Victim No. 26: om on 6-14 years old at time of alleged 

abuse 
REDACTED claims that from first through seventh grades she was abused several 

times by Rucker (R), and that this abuse included R fondling REDAcTED breasts and genitals both over 
and under her clothes (see Exhibit 43, Claimant Questionnaire oJREDACTED excerpts, IV, A 
and C). A civil lawsuit for damages, in whictEoAcTEois a plaintiff, was filed on 23 December 2003 
(Case No. BC308301). 

REDACTED 
Alleged Victim No. 27 

abuse 
born on REDACTED , 8-9 years old at time of alleged 

REDACTED claims that several times between 1956 and 1957 Rucker wm1lrl J::it her 
h . . tr h ( Exhib' 44 Cl . t 0 ti . f REDACTED on IS lap and digitally pene ate er see 1t , a1man REDAl:Wos onnarre o , ex-

cerpts, IV, A and C). A civil lawsuit for damages, in which is a plaintiff, was filed on 
23December 2003 (Case No. BC308301). 

Alleged Victim No. 28:REDACTED born on REDACTED age at time of alleged abuse 
unknown 

REDAC~ED _ _ _ laims that when she made her first communion (she could notre
call the date or year) Rucker was behind her and reached around to her chest and rubbed her 
breast over her white first communion dress (see Exhibit 45, Claimant Questionnaire ofREDACTED 

REDACTED excerpts; IV, A and C). A civil lawsuit for damages, in which RED\C1EDls a plainti.u, w<t:s 

filed on 31 December 2003 (Case No. BC308567). 

REDACTED 
Alleged Victim No. 29: born on REDACTED 8-12 years old at time of alleged 

abuse 
REDACTED claims that Rucker (R) touched her inappropriately· on numerous occa

sions, ana tnat: somenme between 1968 and 1976 R. would fondle and squeeze her breasts and 
buttocks, with his hand going under her clRt~DACTEhtlJ.at he placed his hand on her inner thigh 
(see Exhibit 46, Claimant Questionnaire of , excerpts, IV, A and C). A civil lawsuit 
for damages, in which REDAmo s a plaintiff, was filed on 31 December 2003 (Cas~ No. BC308564). 

Alleged Victim No. 30: REDACTED born on REDACTED 7-14 years old-at time of alleged 
abuse 

REDACTED claims that she was molested on numerous occasions by Rucker 
(R) from approximately 1970-1977, and that this abusive behavior included R rubbintEoAcTEo~ inner 
thigh, genitals and buttocks both over and under her clothers (see Exhibit 47, Claimant Q"""'"'':i.on
naire o:REDACTED J excerpts, IV, A and C). A civil lawsuit for damages, in which is a 
plaintiff, was filed on 9 December 2003 (Case No. BC307338). 
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Alleged Victim No. 31: REDACTE?, born on REDACTED 10-15 years old at time of 
<>11F"OPr1 <1h11~P 

REDACTED 
claims that she was abused by Rucker (R) about 10-12 times over a 

• REDACTEJ 

period of four years, and that the abusive behavior included R touchin: · 1...----~- ---' t.. .. ~,cks 

both over and under her clothes (see Exhibit 48, Claimant Questionnaire <REDACTED 'ex
cerpts, IV, A and C). A civil lawsuit for damages, in whicl"EoAcTEois a plaintiff, was filed on 31 De
cember 2003 (Case No. BC308565). 

Alleged Victim No. 32: REDACTED, born onREDACTED 
leged abuse 

6-14 years old at time of al-

REDACTED 
:laims that she was abused by Rucker~ who would rub his hands 

down her hacksicle to her buttocks and also over her breasts (see E~bit 49, Ciaimant Qu~§.tion
naire otREDACTED . excerpts, IV, A and C). A civil lawsuit for damages, in which is a 
plaintiff, was filed on 9 December 2003 (Case No. BC307339). 

Alleged Victim No. 33REDACTED born on REDACTED 11 years old at time of alleged 
abuse 

REDACTED 
clai:JfrE'bAtl:J-~6 she was abused by Rucker (R), who groped her breasts 

and fondled them over her clothe also recalls an incident, but not the specific details, when 
she was with R in his bedroom sitting on the bed; R had asked the housekeeper to bring towels, 
one of which he then wetted and ~rave ttEDAcTEo so she could clean her hands (see Exhibit 50, 
Claimant Questionnaire cREDACTED , excerpts, IV, A and C). A civil lawsuit for damages, in 
whilEoAcrEo:s a plaintiff, was fi1~d on 9 December 2003 (Case No. BC307341). 

. . REDACTED REDACTED Alleged VIctim No. 34: born on . 11-12 years old at time of al-
legedabuse 

REDACTED 
claims that she was abused by Rucker (R), who fondled her breasts both 

over and under her clothes while telling her that she needed to be more "Christ-like." R also 
placed his hand betweetEoAcrEo; le·gs under ROEDACTED~"ldled her genitals over her under\vear 
(see Exhibit 51, Claimant Questionnaire of excerpts, IV, A and C). A civil law-

. ./." d . hi ,_REDACTED. 1 . "ff. fil d 23 D b su1t. .LOT amages, m w CLJ ts a p amti , was e on ecem er 2003 (Case No. 
BC308301). 

REDACTED REDACTED 
Alleged Victim No. 35 born on . . 7-8 years old at time of alleged abuse 

REDACTED . :!aims that Rucker abused her in 1959-1960, fondling her breasts, legs and 
genital area both over and under her clothing (see Exhibit 52, Claimant Questionnaire o:REDACTED 

REDACTED ' IV A d C) A . "11 . fi da . h" ·REDACTED • • • :, excerpts, , an . ClVl awSUlt or mages, m w 1c. sa plamtiff, was fi1ea on 
14 June 2005 (Case No. BC334994). 

Alleged Victim No. 36:REDACTED om on REDACTED . 6-9 years old at time of al-
leged abuse 

REDACTED claims that Rucker (R) abused h!ffEtAcT'E6·969 to 1972, rubbing 
her back and chest over her clothes and mhhiniJ' hF.r h::~rP.lF.gs whil was seated on R's lap 
(see Exhibit 53, Claimant Questionnaire oJREDACTED excerpts, IV, A and C). A civil law-

. fi d . h" hREDACTED .. d 4 · sutt or amages, m w 1c s a plamhtt, was tlle on November 2005 (Case No. 
BC342594). . 

409265 15 

RCALA 009059 

CCI 005859 



. Alleged Victim No. 37 
abuse 

REDACTED 
)irthdate unlmown, 7-13 years old at time of alleged 

According to lawsuit filed on 30 June 2006 (Case No. BC354748), abusive activity is 
alleged to have taken place approximately in 1971-1978, and included Rucker rubbing victim's 
breasts both over and under her clothes (infonnation from new lawsuit, documentation not yet 
available). 

Alleged Victim No. 3REDACTED birthdate unknown, 7-13 years old at time of alleged 
abuse 

According to lawsuit filed on 28 April 2006 (Cas~ No. BC351525), abusive activity is 
alleged to have taken place approximately in 1969-1975, and included Rucker rubbing victim's 
body and breasts both over and under her clothes (iriformation from new lawsuit, documentation 
not yet available). 

Alleged Victim No. 3~REDACTED 
abuse 

birthdate unknown, 6-11 years old at time of alleged 

According to lawsuit filed on 28 April 2006 (Case No. BC351526), abusive activity is 
alleged to have taken place approximately in 1969-1974, and inchid.ed Rucker moving his hands 
down victim's chest, breasts and back, generally over her clothes (infonnationfrom new lawsuit, 
documentation not yet available). · 

Alleged Victim No. 40: REDACTED birthdate unknown, 7-11 years old at time of alleged 
abuse 

In a letter dated 29 March 2006, REDACTED a 39-year-old inmate at a California 
State Prison, wrote.to the Archdiocese's civil legal counsel claiming that when he was approxi
mately 7-11 years old, he was abused by one or two priests, whose names were "Father Rueker 
and ,REDACTED. While he gives no specifics of the abuse he suffered he notes that "details about the 
actual abuse have been corning to me iri memory flashes and nightmares that have occurred over 
the last year or so ... I don't know exactly the times and exact places, I was a child at the time" 
(see Exhibit 54, LetterREDACTED~h 2006). 

This man and (Alleged Victim No. 19 above) are the only two males alleging 
sexual abuse by Father Rucker; all other victims; whether identified or anonymous, are female. 

Events from 2002 to the Pr~sent Report 

In April 2002 the. Archdiocese received a letter of alarm from a concerned woman who 
was very familiar with the allegations against Rucker (R) from the 1960s. This woman had run 
into Ron a recent cruise, where she "was shocked to fmd [him] representing the Church and dio
cese as an onboard chaplain ... You can imagine my disbelief to see this child-molesting priest 
from the 60s still ministering, particularly on ships that included children" (see Exhibit 55, Letter 
of 15 April 2002). This woman contacted the cruise ship's management, which confronted R 
about the situation. R admitted that he had been the subject of a lawsuit settlement concerning 
molestation charges, and the cruise line informed him that he would no longer be allowed to min
ister onboard their ships (see ibid.). R had told the woman that "his job with the diocese" was 
"assigning Los Angeles diocese priest[s] on ... cruise lines" and that he himself had served as 
chaplain on so many cruises "that he stopped counting after fifty voyages" (see ibid.). 

Following the report of this incident, R was placed on ad:ririnistrative leave, was prohib
ited from any kind of ministry and was moved from the parish where he was residing as Pastor 
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Emeritus to an facility for retired priests (see Exhibit 56, Memo-
randum and Letter of April2002). 

The months following this woman's letter and R's being placed on administrative leave, 
the local media began publicizing the many accusations of sexual abuse advanced against R and 
the Archdiocese's response to these allegations (see Exhibit 57, Los Angeles Times articles of 18 
May 2002 and 21 June 2002). The increased publicity surrounding the case brought forth allega
tions from other individuals, one of whom went to the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD), 
which investigated the accusations. The LAPD investigation led to a criminal indictment being 
made against R (see Exhibit 58, Subpoena of the Superior Court of the State of California in the 
case of the People vs. George Neville Rucker). In the meantime, R had embarked on another 
cruise and, four days out of port, authorities diverted the ship to the Aleutian Islands in Alaska so 
that police could take Father Rucker into custody and bring him back to Los Angeles to face 
criminal charges of 23 counts of lewd conduct with a· child; the manner in which Rucker was ap
prehended received much publicity (see Exhibit 59, Press Reports of September and October 
2002). The criminal charges lodged against R were later dismissed when the U.S. Supreme Court 
struck down a California State law that had sought to allow retroactive prosecution of cases oth
erwise barred from criminal action by the expiry of the statute of limitations. But the U.S. Su
preme Court decision did not affect the temporary lifting of statutes of limitation for the filing of 
civil lawsuits, and in the following year the Archdiocese was named as defendant in more than 
twenty lawsuits brought by more than thirty individuals seeldng damages for abuse allegedly per
petrated by R. 

In 2004, having heard repo:t~ts that R was still going on cruises, and concerned to verify 
that he was not acting as chaplain on these cruises, the Archdiocese contacted a cruise line about 
which reports had been received and was given confirmation that R was a passenger on the 
cruise, but was not serving as chaplain (see Exhibit 60, Memorandum of23 January 2004). 

In March 2005, R was asked to consider making a voluntary petition for laicization to the 
Holy Father, but he responded, both personally and through his canonical advisor, that he did not 
wish to be laicized (see Exhibit 61, Correspondence ofMarch 2005). In June oftliat same year, R 
wrote to Cardinal Mahony requesting permission to participate in a diocese-sponsored priests' 
pilgrimage to France, and advised the Cardinal that if permission were not granted, he would go 
ahead with such a trip on his own. Cardinal Mahony reminded R that he was not to participate in 
the pilgrimage and reminded him as well that "the best way to live out penance at this moment is 

. to remain at Nazareth House and to avoid any vacations." R responded to the Cardinal's letter 
writing that he felt the need for a pilgrimage and so would consult his spiritual director about the 
matter. The Cardinal wrote back suggesting toR that "given all the circumstances of your situa
tion, the most appropriate type of pilgrimage would be to a place such as Valyermo or to one of 
the other contemplative monasteries in the state of California" (see Exhibit 62, Correspondence of 
June-July 2005). 

Towards the end of 2005, reports were received that R was dressing in clerical attire and 
visiting people outside of The need was therefore felt to take formal steps in 
order to ensure that there would be no further violations by R of the type of behavior expected of 
him (see Exhibit 63, Memorandum of 1 December 2005). To this end, a Decree binding R to a 
life of prayer and penance was issued; by this Decree, R is obligated to spend one halfhour daily 
in prayer for the intentions of those harmed by sexual abuse, and is also prohibited from visiting 
any site where children or young people typically gather, from publicly celebrating Mass or the 
other sacraments, from wearing clerical attire publicly or privately, from presenting himself pub
licly as a priest, from traveling outside the Archdiocese without permission, and - within the 
Archdiocese - from engaging in any activity that might give the appearance of luxury or that 
does not witness to simplicity of life and to a spirit of penitence. The Decree was communicated 
toR and he agreed to abide by its terms (see Exhibit 64, Decree and Memorandum of 13 Decem
ber 2005). 
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In 2006, after engaging in meetings with individuals alleging childhood sexual abuse by 
priests of the Archdiocese, many of whom claimed that they were abused by R, Cardinal Mahony 
came to the conclusion that the measures taken to date with regard toR did not satisfactorily re
dress the harm done to the victims, nor adequately repair the scandal given or properly restore 
justice. The resolution of these issues became all the more urgent when in the sworn depositions 
given by R for the Vf;lrious lawsuits in which he is named as having sexually abused many young 
children, he publicly declared that he is still a priest and that no canonical process has been under
taken by the Church either to dismiss him from the clerical state or to laicize him (see Exhibit 65, 
Deposition of G. Neville Rucker, 13 October 2006, excerpts, pp. 11-12). Cardinal Mahm:iy thus 
came 'to be firmly convinced that the further matters related to the public good - especially with 
regard to redressing 1;he harm done, repairing scandal and restoring justice - could not be defini
tively resolved while R continued to be recognized by the Church as a cleric and a priest, and the 
difficult conclusion was reached that R must either voluntarily seek laicization from the Holy Fa
ther or be dismissed ex officio from the clerical state by the Supreme Pontiff. 

The Promoter of Justice therefore wrote toR informing him of the Cardinal's decision in 
this regard, and inviting him to ma:ke a statement to be included with the Report that would be 
sent to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (see Exhibit 66, Letter of 18 October 2006). 
R did not respond directly toREDACTEDletter, but through his canonical advisor informelEDACTEo 

REDACTED hat it was his "desire to live out his life as a priest"; on behalf ofR, this same canonical 
advisor sent directly to the Congregation R's opposition to an ex officio dismissal from the cleri
cal state (see Exhibit 67, Letter of 23 October 2006). This letter on·behalf of R was sent to the 
Congregation before the Congregation had yet been informed of the Case involving R (see Ex
hibit 68, Letter of27 October 2006). 

In November 2006, Cardinal Mahony made one last appeal to R, inviting him to a per
sonal meeting and encouraging him to reconsider his decision not to approach Pope Benedict XVI 

.. for voluntary laicization. The Cardinal noted that, given the fact that priesthood was so dear to R, 
a request for the grace of laicization from the Holy Father "would be a mark of sincere humility 
and genuine penance, and also a sign of true altruism, placing others and the good of the Church 
before your own desires and self-interests" (see Exhibit 69, Letter of 6 November 2006). R how
ever chose not to meet with Cardinal Mahony and in his written response to the Cardinal's appeal 
responded that he did not wish to seek voluntary laicization, stating that "the greatest thing I can 
do for anyone to whom I may have caused any harm is to offer the sacrifice of the Mass for them" 
(see Exhibit 70, Letter of 15 November 2006). R's refusal to meet with the Cardinal, together 
with the cavalier and sometimes arrogant attitude that he shows towards his own situation, has 
raised serious doubts as to whether even his own personal correction and spiritual welfare have 
been suitably provided for in the measures taken to date. 

Statements by Rucker (R) Himself 

With regard to making a statement to CDF. As noted above,REDACTED 
invited R to ma:ke a statement to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith regarding his case 
(see Exhibit 66, Letter of 18 October 2006); however, R chose to make no statement to be in
cluded in this Report. Instead, R's canonical advisor responded tcREDACTED , reiter
ating R's desire not to seek laicization and, on behalf ofR, sent to the Congregation objections to 
any request for an ex officio dismissal ofR (see Exhibit 67, Letter of23 October 2006). 

With regard to general allegations of sexual abuse of children. In sworn depositions 
given by R, when asked whether he had ever allowed minors to be alone with him in the rectory, 
R declined to answer the question asserting his right to remain silent in order to avoid self
incrimination (see Exhibit 71, Deposition of G. Neville Rucker, 21 November 2005, excerpts, p. 
36). Asked whether he had ever touched any girls in an inappropriate and sexual manner, R as
serted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate himself (see Exhibit 
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65, Deposition of 13 October 2006, excerpts, p. 161). Asked whether he hadever touched young 
girls in an inappropriate and sexual manner while he was in the rectory with them, R again as
serted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate himself (see ibid., p. 
158). 

. ifi . ·"'All d 1"?.' • l\r 1REDACTED Wztlt regard to specz zc accusatwns OJ ege "zctzm "vo. 
REDACTED n a meeting with the Vicar for Clergy regarding these accusatioO:s, R stated that he "could 

not remember her [CV], but ... something could have happened" and he "was very sorry about 
this" (see Exhibit 4, Note to File, 1989). He said that, following his meeting with her some time 
before, he was "suffering considerable anxiety and agony about the matter" and, in acquie~~~!![fE0 
to her request, he "did call her mother, as she had asked" (ibid.). R also offered to pay fo1 
therapy costs, and an agreement was reached in which R would pay for two weekly therapy ses
sions, at $60 an hour, foREDACTEofor a year (see Exhibit 6, Correspondence of April1990). 

With regard to specific accusations of Alleged Victim No. 2, REDACTED fu 
response to a civillawR'Eo~cfi?D' damages filed against him b;REDACTED R, through his attorney, offered a 
payment of $21l nnn +. r"l a sworn deposition given in October 2006, R was asked whether 
he had paid toREDACTED a settlement in the 1990s as part of a lawsuit." His reply was "I'm 

·following my attorney's advice and refuse to answer the question." The advice ofR's attorney 
was based on the mediation privilege, where discussions made during mediation may be privi
leged, and on the principle of settlement confidentiality, where settlements may be subject to 
conditions of confidentiality (see Exhibit 65, Deposition of G. Neville Fnr.kPr 1 ':\ nrtnl,er 2006, 
excerpts, pp. 61-62). fu the same deposition, however, R did admit th~REDACTED had sued 
him civilly for damages arising from ~~EDACfEo,_··•e of her as a child (see ibid., p. 67), and when 
asked several direct questions about · including whether he ever heard her confes
sion and . whether he had' molested her, R asserted his constitutional right against self
incrimination and refused tO' answer the questions (see ibid., pp. 96-99. esnee1inllv nn Q~_QQ\ 

REDACTED 
With regard to specific accusations of Alleged Victim No. 3 In a 

meeting with ~e-,AcTFoand her.therapist, R "acknowledged his sexual assault on"~U~v·~uwhen she was 
seven years old" and he "told her it was his fault and not her fault" (see Exhibit 13, Psychological 
Peritus' Letter of 12 October 1991). R also agreed to compensate""oAcTEo in the amount of $55,370 
"to provide reimbursement for past therapy expenses in the amount of $8430; future therapy ex
penses in the amount of $9600; compensation for travel and sick leave take from work for therapy 
totaling $12,340; and a partial compensation for 43 years of mental anguish and suffering in the 
amount of $15,000" (see Exhibit 14, CompensationREi_g~gment of 24 July 1991). fu a letter toR 
following his payment of the agreed compensatim thanked him for "saying 'I'm sorry' " 
(see Exhibit 16, Correspondence of September 1991). At the meetings wi(EoAcTE

0md her thera
pist, R agreed to seek psychological help for himself (see Exhibit 17, Correspondence of 12 Oc~ 
tober and 7 November 1991). 

fu a sworn deposition given byRon 21 November 2005, when asked whether he had mo
lestelEoAcr~oR asserted his right to remain silent, declining to answer lest he incriminate himself 
(see Exhibit 71, Deposition of G. Neville Rucker, 21 November 2005, excerpts, p. 53). When 
asked whether he had rapero'm , whether he had touched her in any way that may be construed 
as sexual, whether he had placed his hand or fmger inside her vagina, whether he had touched her 
breasts, R each tirrie asserted his right to remain silent, declining to answer lest he incriminate 
himself (see ibid., pp. 53--55). 

With regard to other specific accusations: Tn sworn depositions given by R as part of 
several civil lawsuits in which he is named as having sexually abused many different children, the 
following questions were put to R and he ansur"'r"'r1 ;, thP ,.,.,.,..,., .... er indicated: 

• ~<:k .. rt ,xrhPfh~r h .. h,tl ,.,...,lPC!ted ]REDACTED (Alleged Victim No. 8 above, 
REDACTED [sREDACTED maiden name), R asserted his right to remain silent and 
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declined to answer lest he incriminate himself (see Exhibit 65, Deposition of 13 October 
2006, excerpts, p. 94); 

• asked whether he had inappropriately touched REDACTED (Alleged Victim No. 10 
above), R asserted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate 
himself(see ibid., p. 159); 

• asked whether he had molestecREDACTED _ :Alleged Victim No. 12 above), R 
asserted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate himself (see 
ibid., p. 95); 

• asked whether he had molestedREDACTED :Alleged Victim No. 13 above), R as~ 
serted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate himself (see 
Exhibit 71, Deposition of21 November 2005, excerpts, p. 142); 

• asked whether he hail 1mmnronnlltP.1y touchedREDACTED (Alleged Victim No. 14 
above,REDACTED, is REDACTED maiden name), R asserted his right to remain silent 
and declined to answer lest he incriminate himself (see Exhibit 65, Deoosition of 13 Oc
tober 2006, excerpts, p. 158); R was also asked whether the father of REDACTED r had 
ever confronted R saying that his daughtelEoAcrEo had been molested by K, to Which ques

. tion R again asserted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate 
himself(see ibid., pp. 148-149); 

• asked whether he had molestedREDACTED (Alleged Victim No. 16 above, 
REDACJED • maiden name), R asserted his right to remain silent and 

declined to answer lest he incriminate himself ( ~p.p. ihirl n Q.<:;). 

• asked whether he had inappropriately touchecREDACTED (Alleged Victim No. 18 
above), R asserted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate 
himself(see ibid., p. 160); 

• asked whether he had molested REDACTED :Alleged Victim No. 20 above), R as
serted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate himself (see 
Exhibit 71, Deposition of21 November 2005, excerpts, pp. 142-143); 

• asked whether he had molestedREDACTED :Alleged Victim No. 22 above, . 
REDACTED is REDACTED s maiden), R refused to answer the question under the 

constitutional protection from self-incrimination (see Exhibit 65, Deposition of 13 Octo-
ber 2006, excerpts, p. 93); REDACTED 

• asked whether he had inappropriately touched] (Alleged Victim No. 24 
above), R asserted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate 
himself(see ibid., p. 159); 

• asked whether he had inappropriately touchedREDACTED (Alleged Victim No. 25 
above), R asserted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate 
himself(see ibid., p. 158); . 

• asked m'ho+'ho~ 'ho l-ad inappropriately touche<REDACTED Alleged Victim No 28 
above,REDACTED .s the court reporter's phonetic rendering of the namREDACTED R as
serted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate himself (see 
ibid., p. 159); 

• asked whether he had inappropriately touchedREDACTED (Alleged Victim No. 30 
above), R asserted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate 
himself (see ibid., p. 158); 

• asked whether he had inappropriately touched REDACTED (Alleged Victim No. 31 
above.REDACTED is the court reporter's phonetic rendering of the name REDACTED 

REDACTED maiden name), R asserted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest 
he incriminate himself(see ibid., p. 160); 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

asked whether he had inappropriately touched REDACTED (Alleged Victim No. 32 
above), R asserted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate 

himself(seeibid., p. 160); REDACTED 
asked whether he had inappropriately touche< . ~Alleged Victim No. 33 
above), R asserted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate 
himself(see ibid., pp. 159-160); 
asked w.l-..,.+'h.,..,. ,.,.,. had inappropriately touchecREDACTED r A 11.,,.,..,,.1 Victim No 36 

REDACTED~ REDACTED ' 
above, " is the court reporter's phonetic rendering of 1, R asserted his 
right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate himself (see ibid., p. 
161); . 
asked whether he had inaoorooriately touchecHEDACTED rAlleged Victim No. 37 
above, it seems that byREDACTED the questioner means to say ,REDACTED, R asserted his 
right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate himself (see ibid., .p. 
161); . 
asked whether he had inappropriately touchedREDACTED :Alleged Victim No. 38 
above), R asserted his right to remain silent and declined to answer lest he incriminate 
himself(see ibid., p; 161). 

With regard to the unlawfulness of having sexual relations with a minor. In a ·sworn 
deposition of 19 September 2006, R was asked whether he was aware that it was unlawful "for an 
adult to have sexual relations with a minor", and he responded that he had no memory of being 
aware that such acts were unlawful (see Exhibit 72, Deposition of G. Neville Rucker, 19 Septem
ber 2006, excerpts, pp. 336ff.). Asked whether he had ever been informed that it was wrong for 
an adult to engage in sexual conduct with a minor, R responded that he did not recall ever being 
so informed (see ibid., pp. 359-360). · 

With regar{l to his understmzding of the protection against self-incrimination afforded 
by the Fifth Amettdment to the U.S. Constitutiott. The Fifth Amendment to the U.S. Constitu
tion provides that no one "shall be compelled in a:ny criminal case to be a witness against him
self." In the depositions given by R, his constant appeal to this right led opposing legal counsel to 
question whether R really understood the right he was invoking, or whether he was simply read
ing in an unthinking and uncritical manner a statement prepared previously by his attorney. To 
the question of whether he knew what he was saying when invoking that right, R responded: "I 
know what it means ... Under the protection of the Fifth Amendment ... you have the right [not 
to answer] anytime that you've been accused of Something if it [i.e. your answer] is going to in
criminate you" (see Exhibit 71, Deposition of G. Neville Rucker, 21 November 2005, excerpts, 
pp. 147-148). 

With regard to his continuing status as a priest. In the sworn depositions given by R for 
the various lawsuits in which he is named as having sexually abused many young children, R was 
asked, "Are you still a priest?"; he answered, "Yes." He was then asked whether any canonical 
process was ever undertaken against him or whether there had been any attempt to have him 
laicized; he answered "No" (see Exhibit 65, Deposition of G. Neville Rucker, 13 October 2006, 
excerpts, pp. 11-12). 

Two Final Considerations 

Opi~tion o,r n mmroT1nTnrriPnT n<>rii;us. The clinical psychologist who was present at the 
meetings between REDACTED \J.leged Victim No.3 above), her therapist and Rucker 
(R) wrote to the Vicar for Clergy expressing serious concerns with regard to Rand his acceptance 
of his responsibility for the acts of abuse he perpetrated. The peritus was concerned particularly 
with the fact that R "attributes blame for the incident outside himself ... he insisted that his sexual 
assault ofREDACTED;vas caused solely by his use of excessive steroid medications prescribed by his 
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physician at the time- be took no perso~M''~o1J-fE'2JlOnsibility for the action." Other concerns in
volved the fact that R "admitted only what _ _ ;:;ould recall, [he] did not aclrnEoxa&dge anything 
beyond that, or.add any detail." And fmally, at the end of their sessions, after and her thera
pist had left the room, R commented to the peritus, "Well, God called me into the priesthood and 
God doesn't make mistakes, so I assume all of this happened as part of God's plan for~EDA_CTED 
salvation" (see Exhibit 13, Psychological Peritus' Letter of 12 October 1991). 

·Media attention. The case of Neville Rucker has been amply publicized in the media 
(for examples, see Exhibit 57, Los Angeles Times articles of 18 May 2002 and 21 June 2002; and 
Exhibit 59, Press Reports of September and October 2002) and continues to receive media atten
tion (as an example, see Exhibit 73, Press Report of 14 September 2006). 

CONCLUSION 

From the evidence adduced in the material presented above, including explicit and im
plicit admissions by the accused himself, it is certain that delicts, as described in canon 2359 §2 
of the 1917 GIG and retained in canon 1395 §2 of the 1983 CIC, have been committed by the ac

. cused and are imputable to him with culpability. 
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Archdiocese vf !.os Ange!es 

28 November 2006 

Ofik;;, c,f ''"' 
Vicar fdr Cc:.nunk:.c:.i S€:r.iicas 
Phoi1~: {21.3i 637~73a8 
fax: {2 i 3! 637-6888 

342.4 
'v~?1l511Jn:: 

!3cuievard 

Re: The Reverend George Neville Rucker 
Accused of Graviora Delicta 

Cardinal Wi1Iiam Joseph Levada 
Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
00120 Vatican City 

Your Eminence: 
. -

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2.201 

In a previous Jetter dated 27 October last I had written to you concernin2 the above-
named Case, specifically with regard to correspondence sent to youREb~fT~~~TED 
the accused cleric's canonical advisor. That correspondence from :tad been sent 
prematurely, since the Congregation had not yet been informed of this particular Case. 
However, now that the complete Report of the matter together with Cardinal Mahony's votum 
has been forwarded to the Congregation through the Apostolic Nrinciature in Washington, D.C. 
(the present letter is being sent with that same material), I deem it opportune, as Promoter of 
Justice for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, to respond to the objections raised byREDACTED 

I fid h h C . . h b) f . REDACTED am con 1 ent t at t e ongregatwn IS more t an capa e o properly evaluatmg 
REDACTED arguments in the opposition that he makes to Cardinal Mahony's recommendation of 

an ex officio dismissal of Father Rucker. However, in the animadversiones that follow, I hope 
to be of assistance 'by pointing out some factual inaccuracies and apparent canonical 

. d d" t . REDACTED b" . . Th . d . d d m1sun erstan mgs presen m J ~ect10ns. ese anzma verszones are presente un er 
six separate subheadings, the tirst five of which seek to correct the aforementioned errors and 

• • .c d . REDACTED . ts d th l f h" h fi ] • misconceptions toun m commen , an e ast o w IC presents a ma Important 
consideration in support of the recommended ex officio dismissal. 

,~ F" f ll l REDACTED . . . . h 1. Incorrect uates. ust o a , est tmprectston wtt regard to dates that 
he has supplied for various documents cause confusion, I wish to noint out that on p. 2 of his 
letter, first line, he refers to a "December 19, 2005 letter ofREDACTED ', and in the 
fo1Iowing line to a "December 18, 2005 letter to Fath~r Rucker": the correct dates of the letters 
in question are October 19, 2006 and October 18,2006. On this same p. 2 of his Jetter, at the 
beginning of No. 5, he speaks of the "Decree of December 13, 2006"; the correct date is 
December 13, 2005. 

2. Misrepresentation of a meeting between Rucker and Cardinal Maltony. Second
ly, and much more si!:mificantly, I tum toNo. 3 of Mr. REDACTED "Facts and Law" section, found 
on p. 2 of his letter. REDACTED; writes here that a meeting took place "to resolve the matter ofthese 
allegation[s] and Father Rucker's clerical standing.'' The meeting referred to, however, did NOT 
take place to resolve the '.'allegations" (they had already been admitted implicitly and explicitly 
by Rucker previously), ndr to resolve Rucker's "clerical standing'' (there was and is no doubt as 
to his clerical status).· Rather, the purpose of the meeting was to formally communicate to 
Rucker the obligations contained in the Decree binding him to a life of prayer and penance, and 
to elicit from him the assurance that he would abide by the tenus of that Decree. 

Pas:i~or.al Rt~p;lons: Ot.:" Lady of the Angeis San Fen1.ando San G2.briel San PecL-o Santa Barbara 
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3. Canonical and tlzeTfE.oACTED~--nderstanding of Rucker's clerical status. Thirdly, 
still with reference to No. 3 of letter, neither the Decree nor the meeting itself in 
any way represents "an agreement" reached whereby Rucker would "be allowed to remain a 
cleric"; once more, Rucker's clerical status is not in question, and it is precisely BECAUSE of his 
status as a cleric, and consequently the obedience he owes to his Bishop, that the obligations 
imposed on him are binding and are ultimately accepted by Rucker himself as such. In other 
wordsREDACTED allusion to some kind of quid pro quo in an "agreement" reached by Rucker and 
the Archbishop regarding the matter of the sexual abuse imputed to Rucker shows a wholly 
erroneous understanding of the situation, both canonically and theologically. Rucker is not 
"allowed" to remain a cleric because he "agrees to live by the specific conditions set forth by 
the Cardinal": Rucker is a cleric because of the valid ordination he has received, and whether or 
not he agrees to abide by the obligations to which he is bound, he remains a cleric until such 
time that the grace of laicization should be requested and granted to him by the Holy Father, or 
untjl such time that he should be legitimately dismissed from clerical state. 

4. An incorrect application of the litis finitae exception. Fourthly, we turn to the 
issue of a litis .flnitae exception raised byREDACTED Although he does not explicitly raise this 
exception until No. 8 of his objections (no. 3-4). he is already implicitly setting the stage for it 
in objections Nos. 3, 5 and 7. In No. 3REDACTE0speaks (inaccurately) of "an agreement": "an 
agreement was reached"; "this agreement . . . was then signed"; ."the. oral agreement" was 
memorialized in writing. In No.5, he speaks (again incorrectly) of"the canonical disposition of 
the allegations, accomplished by settlement." In No, 7, he states (once more with imprecision) 
that Rucker "agreed" to the Decree "in order to canonically resolve the allegations against him". 
Thus, in preparation for his contention that we have· a lis fin ita, he has already set the stage 
using language that is evocative· of the transactio spoken of in canon 1462 § 1. In fact, he makes 
the connection explicit when, in No. 8 (p. 3), he states "a settlement or' transactio' is employed 
in order to dispose of a matter without a trial"; and he goes on to say that we have a "closed 
case," a "matter that has already been concluded and closed by agreement" (p. 4). REDAcTED 

A quick review of the facts of the case, however, serves to demonstrate tha1 is 
confusing categories here, and that his reasoning is seriously flawed. 

The facts themselves are simple: to date, more than 40 individuals are alleged to have 
been sexually abused by Rucker when they were little children; Rucker does not contest past 
actions of abuse on his part, but has in fact admitted them, both explicitly and implicitly, as is 
borne out in the Report made· to CDF. So, as to the fact of the abuse, there is no question, no 
contention; and as to the culpability and imputability of Rucker in these matters, there is 
likewise no question or contention. Hence, canonically speaking, there is no lis in the present 
matter, that is, no litigation about whether the delicts alleged were in fact committed by Rucker 
or whether they are imputable to him with culpability. 

Wha1REDACTED appears to be confusing with a canonical lis is the further question of what 
penalty should be imposed: That is, once a delict has been found to have been committed and 
the accused is found to be culpable and the crime imputable to him (all three conditions are 
clearly present in the Rucker case), what is the proper penalty to be applied? 

And here, REDACTED argument and objections amount to him claiming that "an agree
ment" has been entered into, whereby the Cardinal and Rucker have by mutual accord decided 
what penalties are to be imposed, and that the penalties oblige because of Rucker's consent. 
This, quite plainly, shows a faulty understanding of the nature of penalties 1 and sanctions in 
canonical legislation. · 

Moreover, REDACTED explicit appeal to the transactio of canons 1713-1715 (p. 3, No. 8) 
shows a corresponding misconception of the nature of this canonical institution. The transactio 
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spoken of in the aforementioned canons is a formal contract entered into by two or more parties 
for the purpose of avoiding litigation that may arise between them or for putting an end to 
litigation that has already begun; and this contract necessarily involves mutual concessions 

. made by all parties to the transactio. Without some sort of reciprocity in the concessions made, 
if only one party waives some right or demand without something in exchange from the other . 
party or parties, we do not have a transactio, but a renuntiatio or a confessio (cf.REDACTED 

REDACTED commentary on the 1983 CIC, no. 5265). In any event, canon 1715 §I clearlY 
reminds us: nequit transactio aut compromissum valide fieri circa ea quae ad bonum publicum 
pertinent. Rucker's case quite clearly pertains to the public good, so it cannot validly be 
concluded - or, in the language cREDACTED letter, be "canonically disposed of'' - by any kind 
of transactio or agreed settlement. 

Finally, in the present case, since the crimes involved are reserved to the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith, it is for that august body to determine how to proceed with the 
case and bring it to proper closure. Neither Cardinal Mahony nor any other local authority can 
legitimately "dispose of' of the case, but only the Congregation. 

It is thus evident thaREDACTED::anonical reasoning, in the objections he has raised, is 
radically flawed. · 

5. An inaccurate conclusion. In the conclusion to his letter of opposition to an ex 
officio dismissal of Rucker from the clerical state,REDACTED states that the Archbishop's 
request for an ex officio dismissal "is contrary to the universal law of the Church," that it 
"cannot be justified and should be denied'' and that "the. law requires matters to be disposed of 
once and for all" (p. 4). Let us look briefly at each ofthese elements separately. 

(A) First, the request for an ex officio dismissal is !'jQ! contrary to Church law~ Rather, 
the request is being made preCisely in conformity with the norms contained in the Motu Proprio 
Sacramentorum Sancitatis Tutela, which reserves specifically to the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith delicts against the Sixth Commandment committed by clerics with minors 
(cf: Articles 4 and 6),· and in accordance with the faculty granted by Pope John Paul II on 7 
February 2003, whereby the Congregation may in certain cases forego the penal process and 
refer directly to the Holy Father cases in which it deems an ex officio dismissal is warranted. 

(B) Secondly, not only ·can the request be justified, but - as clearly borne out both in 
Cardinal Mahony's votum and in the Report of the matter to the Congregation- it is justified. 

·However, as to whether the Cardinal's request should be granted or denied is quite another 
matter altogether, one that pertains to the authorities. legitimately charged· with making that 
determination. In fact, it is before these very authorities - your Eminent self and the 
Congregation -that the matter has now been placed for a decision. 

(C) Thirdly, the matter does need to be resolved once and for all. It is precisely this 
final and definitive resolution that is now being sought through the Congregation, which, as 
pointed out above, is the sole competent forum for adjudicating the matter. 

6. A final consideration: the pressing. need for an ex officio dismissal. Due in no 
small part to the. several lawsuits claiming that Rucker sexually abused many young children, it 
·is virtually impossible for him to fulfill one of the obligations imposed on him by the Decree of 
13 December 2005, that of not presenting himself publicly as a priest. In fact, in sworn 
testimony given just last month as part of these lawsuits, Rucker has declared publicly not only 
that he is still a priest but that the Church has made no attempt to have him laicized or 
dismissed from the clerical state (see Report, George Nevil1e1 Rucker, Accused of Graviora 
Delicta: Exhibit 65, Deposition of G. Neville Rucker, 13 October 2006, excerpts, pp. 11-12). 
Needless to say, these affirmations are a further source of scandal not only to the faithful but to 
the community at large, and they are readily seen as signs of the Church's perceived indiffer-
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· ence not to victims alone but also to the cause of justice. As Cardinal Mahony has explained in 
his votum, as long as Rucker continues to be recognized by the Church as a cleric and a priest, it 
will not be possible to adequately care for the public good, nor to definitively resolve the matter 
by properly redressing the hann done to the victims, repairing the scandal given or restoring 
justice. 

Thanking Your Eminence for your kind attention in this matter, and hoping that these 
animadversiones will serve to assist you and the Congregation,_ I assure you of my prayerful 
best wishes and remain · 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
REDACTED 

409278 

RCALA 009072 

CCI 005872 



... 

==~~------~-----------~--------
-SENDER: COMPCE.TE.THIS-SE.CTION---:---:--

, - ,- - !_. - - c 

II Complete Items 1, 2, and 3. Also complete 
ltem4 If Restricted Delivery is desired. 

111 Printyourname andaddress on the reverse 
so that return the card to you. 

Ill Attach to the back of the mallplece, 
· · permits. 

Receipt 

. UNITED .STATES PpSTAL SERVICE 

111111 

RCALA 009073 

6808 5481 

First-Class Mail 
Postage & Fees Paid 
USPS 
Permit No. G-10 

·REDACTED '-'·~· ---··-----' _ _."'·--- _ ... M 710"'".11 1" *his box • 

I 
L __ -- ------------·--------· ~------'------~--: .. 

Poslmark 
Here 

409279 

CCI 005873 



MEMORANDUM 

TO: CARDINAL ROGER MAHONY 

FROM: REDACTED 
_, 

SUBJECT: RUCKER'S RESPONSE TO YOUR LETTER 

DATE: NOVEMBER 20, 2006 

In your letter of Nov. 6 last, inviting Neville to meet with you to discuss his 
situation and asking him to .reconsider his decision not to petition for laicization, he was 
asked to reply to you in writing no later than last Fri., Nov. 17. 

Please let me know what kind of a response, if any, you have received. If you 
have heard nothing from Neville, the presU1nption is that he has chosen not to respond, 
and I will complete the Report and your votum to reflect this so that everything will be 
ready to send off in the next few days. 

Thank you for your attention, and for your prompt response. 
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MEMORANDUM· 

TO: CARDINAL ROGER MAHONY 

FROM: REDACTED 

SUBJECT: LETTER FROM YOU TO NEVIllE RUCKER 

DATE: NOVEMBER 2, 2006 

. Pursuant to your request that a Report be made to CDF regarding the Rucker 
case, with the recommendation for Neville's ex officio dismissal, a complete Report is just 
about ready to be sent to Rome, together with yolir votum. 

Since part of the reporting procedure calls for the accused to be given the op
portunity to make a statement to CDF, and also- in cases where an ex officio dismissal 
is sought- to be informed that his ex officio dismissal will be recommended, I wrote to 
Neville two weeks ago informing him of all this and inviting him to send a statement to 
me for inclusion in the Report (copy of thatletter attached): 

Neville has opted not to respond to me directly. Rather, through his canonical 
advisor he has repeated that he does not desire to be laicized and he has made no 
statement regarding his case other than presenting his opposition. (again through his ca
nonical advisor) to an ex officio dismissal 

; REDACTED 
A last step that now needs to be taken 1s a final paternal appeal from you, 

REDACTED to Neville inviting him to speak with you about the situation and en-
couraging him to reconsider his refusal to make a voluntary petition fat laicization. 

To this end, the attached letter to Neville has been prepared for your signature. 
If you are pleased with the letter as it is, please sign it and return it to me. Copies will 
then be made and the original will be sent to Neville. Howeyer, should you wish to 
modifv the letter in some way, let tne know and I can send an electronic copy of it to 

REDACTED so that any desired changes may be made before you sign it. Or, should there be 
the need to discuss the letter, let me know that too, and we can talk about it. 

Thanks! 

/1-- r-o-6 
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filE COPY 

Ofliceof 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles the Ar~hbishop 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

November 6, 2006 

Reverend George Neville Rucker 

Dear Neville, 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010·2ZOZ 

As you already kQ.ow, after serious reflection, prayer and deliberation, I have come to the 
difficult conclusion that your situation must be revisited, that the measures taken to date are 
really inadequate for properly resolving the many different issues involved. At this point, before 
submitting the Report that I am required to make to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith concerning the allegations against you, and as I pr~pare to formulate my official recom-
mendation on the matter, I wish to make one final paternal appeal to you. · · 

A~REDACTED explained in his letter to you, although I am confident that your per-
. sonal correction and spiritual welfare are suitably provided for in the obligations contained in the 
Decree binding you to a life of prayer and penance - obligations which you have obediently 
accepted, for which I am appreciative - there still remains the broader issue of the public good. 
This includes the need to redress the harm done to the victims, to repair the scandal given and to 
see that justice is suitably restored. I am convinced that these matters canp.ot be definitively re
solved as long as you co.ntinue to be recognized by the Church as a cle~c and a priest. 

Believe me when I say that I understand the distress and anxiety that my words may 
cause you. But a~REDACTED I have the solemn duty to care not only for the well-being of 

. each individual but also for the common good. I understand that your canonical advisor has 
counseled you not to seek Voluntary laicization, and that your decision at this time is not to make 
such a request of our Holy Father. Nonetheless, I do want to invite you one last time to recon
sider that decision and to make a petition to Pope Benedict XVI asking him to return you to the 
lay state. Given the fact that priesthood is so dear to you, this would be a mark of sincere humil
ity and genuine penance, and also a sign of true altruism, placing others and the good of the 

. Church before your own desires and self-interests. 

· I am fully aware of the difficult decision that I am placing before you, and I w~mld wel
come the opportunity to discuss the matter with you in person. I therefore ask the conSideration 
of a written reply directly fi·om you no later than November 17, 2006. In this reply, you can let 
me know if you would like a personal meeting, in which case you will be contacted so that the 
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necessary arrangements may be made; if, however, you do not wish to meet with me personally, 
you can simply inform me of your decision. In this way, I shall be in a position to give a com
plete and accurate account to the Holy Father. 

Neville, know of my prayers for you in these most difficult circumstances, and of my 
prayers for all those who have been harmed by sexual abuse on the part of our priests. 

cc: , Monsignor Gabriel Gonzales 
REDACTED 

. ~ ... 

· Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Car inal Roger M. Mahony 
Archbishop ofLos Angeles 
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A.rchdaocese of los Angeles 

Dear Father Rucker, 

----REDACTED ---···-···-·---------------· 
34·:£.4 
\.\'ibi1ir-= 

Bcut::v.aid 

Los Angeles 
Callfornl« 
90010.-ZZOZ 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

18 October 2006 

I . . . · . REDACTED £ . h Ar hd' f am wntmg to you m my capacity as or t e c wcese o . Los An-
geles, and wish to inform you that a Report is being prepared for the Congregation for the Doc
trine o(the Faith in Rome regarding the allegations of sexual abuse advanced against you. 

These past many months, Card!nal Mahony has been meeting with victims who allege 
sexual abuse at the hands of L.A. clergy, including many who have claimed that they were 
abused by you. As you might expect, these experiences have been most intense and have 
·brought His Eminence to· engage in deep reflection and-fervent prayer concerning the situations 
of the accusers and the clergy accused, as well as concerning the greater good of the local 
Church and of the community at large. · 

With regard to your particular case, this further reflection and prayer has convinced the 
Cardinal that the measures taken to date do not sufficiently redress the harm done to the individ
ual victims, nor do they adequately repair the scandal given to the community or restore justice. 
The life of prayer and penance to which you have been bound by the Decree of 13 December 
2005 -. which, in filial obedience, you have accepted as a sign of willing reform and atonement 
- is deemed sufficient in providing for your own personal correction and spiritual welfare, but it 
is His Eminence's concern that the further interests of the community, especially with regard to 
the aforementioned reparation of scandal and restoration of justice, are not properly addressed in 
the obligations imposed on you by that Decree. 

It is my unpleasant duty to inform you that the Cardinal has therefore determined that 
anything short of your dismissal from the clerical state will not adequately resolve the matter 
with regard to these further- issues. 

Inasmuch as you have indicated that you do not desire to petition our Holy Father Pope 
Benedict XVI for laicization, in the votum that will accompany th~ Report Cardinal Mahony will 
request that the Congregation recommend to His Holiness that he dismiss you ex officio from the 
clerical state. 
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As I inform you of this decision on the part of our Archbishop, I invite you to send to me 
any statement that you may wish to make regarding your particular case so that I can include it 
with the Report that will be sent to the Congregation. Aware that in the past you have sought 
canonical advice fromREDACTED I am taking the liberty of sending him a copy of this 
letter, in the event that you might wish to consult him in preparing a statement to be included in 
the Report. If you wish to make such a statement, please see that it is delivered to me no later 
than Friday, 10 November 2006. 

Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this matter, please feel free to con
tact me at REDACTED and I will be happy to discQss the situation with you. Do let me reas
sure you at the outset, however, that regardless of the decision made by the Congregation and 
ultimately by Pope Benedict XVI himself with regard to your case, it is not foreseen that there 
will be any change in the support that you are presently receiving from the Archdiocese. 

Once more, know of my readiness to speak with you should you have any questions, and 
be assured of my prayers for you as we seek to bring this difficult situation to a proper Close. 

cc: Msgr. Gabriel Gonzales 
REDACTED 
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FILE COPY 
Archdiocese of l.cs Angeles 

27 October 2006 

REDACTED 

Re: The Reverend George Neville Rucker 
Accused of Graviora Delicta 
(Report not yet made to the Congregation) 

Cardinal William Joseph Levada 
Prefect ofthe Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
00120 Vatican City 

Your Eminence: 

Los Angeles 
Caiifornl?. 
90010·2202. 

. . REDACTED 
I wnte to you m my role as for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

with regard to the above-named Case. 

It has come to my attention that in a letter dated 23 October 200~REDACTED 
REDACTED the canonical advisor of the above-named cleric, has written directly to you at the 

Comrretmtion regarding a request that Cardinal Mahony intends to make. This letter from 
REDACTED seems premature in light of the fact that your Office has not yet been informed 

· of this particular Case. In fact, the Cardinal still needs to communicate further with the 
priest involved before the full Report of this matter can be completed in proper form and 
du1y submitted. 

Unfortunately, this is not the first time tha1REDACTED has been the cause of 
unnecessary complications in dealing with these difficult cases. It is precisely when faced 
with such situations that I am able to appreciate all the more the Congregation's wisdom in 
requiring a new permission each time a non-cleric is to serve as an advocate in these 
matters. 

It is my hope, Your Eminence, that this letter of mine will help to clarify any 
1 th 'gh . t h . f]REDACTED th b d puzz ement at m1 t anse a t e recetpt o comments on e a ove-name 

Case, a Case about which the Congregation has yet to be informed. I shall see to it that the 
full Report, properly prepared and duly accompanied by Cardinal Mahony's votum, is 
promptly sent to your Office when it is complete. 

Thanking you for your kind understanding in this matter, and assuring you of my 
esteem and prayerful best wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
REDACTED 

Pzs.;:o;-cJ R..:'gions: Our Lady cfthe An;ge!s San F~rna.•;do San Gabr!el Sa.n Pedro Sai1ta Barbara 
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REDACTED 

REDACTED 

Archdioceseot Los Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA. 90010 

October 23, 2006 

Re: Reverend George Neville Rucker 

Dea:REDACTED 

Thank you for your letter of 19 October, 2006 and the accompanying letter of 18 
October, 2006 to Father Rucker informing him of the Cardinal's intent to petition CDF 
for Father Rucker's ex officio dismissal from clerical state. 

In accordance with Father -~ucker' s desire to live out his life as a priest (cleric) in 
accordance with the agreement rpached with the Cardinal and·Q:J.emorialized in the 
Cardinal's decree ofDecember 13,2005, I am submitting the enclosed opposition to the 
Cardinal's request for Father Rucker;s ex officio dismissal from the clerical state. 

With every best wish, 

Sincerelv and resoectfullv vours. 
REDACTED 

cc: Fiis Eminence Roger Cardinal Mahony 
Reverend George Neville Rucker 

~ ·; ' .• . .. . .~· .. . . . ·~ . . 
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.. 
REDACTED 

October 23, 2006 

His Eminence William Cardinal Levada 
Prefect, Congregation for the Dcotrine of the Faith 
Piazza del S. Uf:ficio, 11 
00120, Vatican City 

Re: Reverend George Neville Rucker 
Priest of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Dear Cardinal Levada: 

On behalf of Father George Neville Rucker of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, I 
submit Father Rucker's opposition to his being ex officio dismissed from the clerical state 
as is now being requested by his ordinary, His E:m.iri.ence Roger Cardinal Mahony, 
Archbishop of Los Angeles. 

The following documents are included herein as exhibits: 

1. Voluntary request for laicization letter (undated, unsigned) prepared by the 
Archdiocese ofLos Angeles. Father Rucker did not agree to make this request. 

2. March 31, 2005 letter ofREDACTED to Cardinal Mahony, relaying Father 
Rucker's wish not to request voluntary laicization. 

3. December 6, 2005 letter to Father Rucker (copy to REDACTED, from· 
Monsignor Cox, Vicar for Clergy, containing Cardinal Mahony's direction for a 
meeting on December 13,2005. 

4. Decree of Cardinal Mahony dated December 13, 2005 confirming the agreement 
reached with Father Rucker for a life of prayer and penance reached at the 

. December 13,2005 meeting. 

5. December 15, 2005 letter of Monsignor Cox to Father Rucker( copy tcREDACTED 
REDACTED enclosing the Decree of December 13,2005. 

6. October 18, 2006letter ofREDACTED to Father Rucker (copy to REDACTED 
REDACTEDand toMonsignor Gonzales, Vicar for Clergy) informing Father Rucker 

of Car4Jnal Mahony's intent to request Father Rucker's ex officio dismissal 
from the clerical state. 
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William Cardinal Levada, October 23, 2006, page two. 

7. December 19, 2005letter o:REDACTED :to REDACTED enclosing a . 
I 

copy of December 18, 2005 letter to Father Rucker. 

FACTS AND LAW 

1. Father George Neville Rucker is now 86 years old and has been retired since 
1986. He resides at Nazareth House, a retirement home. He has had many allegations of 
sexual abuse of minors brought against him which are alleged to have occurred between 
the years 1947 and 1979. Father Rucker was removed from public ministry in February of 
2002 .. 

2. Sometime in early 2005 Father Rucker was asked to submit a request for 
I 

voluntary removal from the clerical state. He declined to do so, wishing to remain a 
cleric. (See Exh.2) 

3. A meeting was requested by Cardinal Mahony to resolve the matter of these 
allegation and Father Rucker's clerical standing. The meeting took place on December 
13, 2005 and was attended by Monsignor Graig Cox, Vicar for Clergy, jREDACTED 

REDACTED Father Rucker and his advocate,REDACTED 
An agreement was reached between Father Rucker and the Archdiocese whereby the 
Archdiocese would allow him to remain a cleric if Father Rucker agreed to live by 
specific conditions set forth by the Cardinal. This agreement with its conditions was then 
signed and issued in the form of a Decree by Cardinal Mahony on the same day, 
December 13, 2005. The Decree memorializes in writing .the oral agreement. 

4. All of the allegations against Father Rucker were known to the ordinary before 
he issued his Decree of December 13, 2005. Nothing new has been presented since the 
Decree was issued that was not, or ·could not have been known before the Decree was 
issued. 

5. The Decree ofDecember 13,2006, was issued" in view of the light of many 
allegations of sexual misconduct with minors that have been ·br~mght forward against 
Father Rucker" ( cf. Decree)~ The Decree was thus the canonical disposition of those 
allegations, accomplished by a settlement which, in effect, imposed penalties on Father 
Rucker by way of severe restrictions on the exercise of his priesthood .. No canonical 
process to impose a canonical penalty against Father Rucker had ever been initiated .. 

6. The Decree states that it was issued "in accord with the provision ofNorm 8 of 
the Essential Norms for Diocesan/eparchial Policies Dealing with Allegations of Sexual 
Abuse of Minors by Clerics or Deacons". (c£ Decree) 
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William Cardinal Levada, October 23, 2006, page three 

The ordinary did not choose to proceed with the canonical penal process to 
impose a penalty (canonicall717 investigation, request ofCDF for penal trial) as 
provided in paragraph "A" ofNorm 8. The wording itself of his Decree shows that he 
relied on"B' of Norm 8 which provides: 

"B. If the penalty of dismissal from the clerical state has not been applied (e.g. 
for reasons of advanced age or infinn.ity), the offender ought to lead a life of prayer and 
penance. He will not be permitted to celebrate. Mass publicly or to administer the 
sacraments. He is to be instructed not to wear clerical garb, or to present himself publicly 
as a priest". (cf. paragraphs 2,3,4 of the Decree). 

The Decree is, furthermore, issued "in view of Article 5 of the Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People, and in in virtue of the executive power of 
governance entrusted to me as diocesan bishop to prevent scandals and to ensure the 
welfare ofthe people of God, I hereby decree ... "(cf. Decree) 

The applicable provision of Article 5 is: 
A) "The diocesan/eparchial bishop is to exercise his power of goverp.ance, 

within the parameters of the universal htw of the Church, to ensure that any priest or 
deacon subject to his governance who has committed even one act of sexual abuse of a 
nlinor as described below shall not continue in ministry" The restrictions of the Decree , 
paragraphs 1-7, ensured that Father Rucker does not remain in ministry. 

7 .. The terms and conditions of the Decree to which Father.Rucker agreed in order 
to canonically resolve the allegations against him were determined and written by the 
ordinary. The ordinary then determined the step he would take if Father Rucker 
failed to abide by the restrictions. The ordinary's chosen remedy was "In the event of a 
failure to abide by these restrictions, I will forward a petition to the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith asking for an authorization to conduct a canonical trial to impose 
the penalty of dismissal from the clerical state ... ". The Cardinal did not say that he would 
send CDF a request for ex officio dismissal from the clerical state. Furthermore, this 
remedy was only for the violation of the conditions in the decree. The only change that 
could be made in Father Rucker's clerical status after the December 13, 2005 Decree 
could arise only if he failed to abide by the restrictions of the Decree and then the only 
remedy would be for the ordinary to request a penal trial for that failure and not for the 
allegations already disposed of canonically by the Decree itself. 

8~ By virtue of the December 13,2005 Decree issued by Cardinal Mahony, the 
matter of the allegations against Father Rucker and any possible imposition of canonical 
penalties for those allegations is LITIS FINITAE (canon 1462(1)). By this agreement of 
the parties the matter has been adjudged and is not subject to any further review or 
unilateral revision contrary to the provisions of the Decree. One of the ways that a matter 
becomes litis finitae is through the agreement of the parties as was done in this case. A 
settlement or "transactio" is employed in order to dispose of a matter without a trial ( cf. 
canons 1713-1715 and canon 1446(1) which states that "All the Christian faithful, 
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especially bishops are to strive diligently to avoid litigation ... ") The "closed case" 
exception of canon 1642(1) would be lodged against any further action being taken on the 
allegations of sexual abuse of minors brought against Father Rucker and is hereby lodged 
against the request to impose a further penalty on Father Rucker on a matter that has 
already been concluded and cl9sed by an alU'eement. 

Nothing contained inREDA_CTED letter to Father Rucker giving reasons 
for the Cardinal wanting to revisit the agreement and, in effect, to set it aside unilaterally 
can justify doing so. The Cardinal has chosen to dispose of the of alleged sexual abuse of 
minors allegations against Father Rucker by his Decree. The matter is over. It is litis 
finitae. 

CONCLUSION 

For all the above reasons of fact and law, the request for ex officio dismissal 
from the clerical state is contrary to the universal law of the church and to the provisions 
of the Decree of December 13, 2005 which permanently disposed of the allegations · 
against Father Rucker. His case is closed. The request cannot be justified and should be 
denied. The law requires matters to be disposed of once and for all. Father Rucker cannot 
be placed in.jeopardy of suffering a new penalty or restriction which was not part of his 
original settlement agreement as reflected in the Decree which concluded his case. 

Given at San Francisco, California 
on this 23rd day of October, 2006. 

Respectfully submitted. 
REDACTED 
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His Holiness 
Pope John Paul IT 
Vatican City State 

Your Holiness: 

Reverend Neville Rucker 
3333 Manning Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90064 

I, Reverend Neville Rucker, hereby petition for a dispensation from the obligations of the Sacred 
Order ofPresbyter and the related obligations of the clerical state. 

Since Feb~ 2002, I have been out of active priestly ministry. There is no hope whatsoever of 
any return to ministry. 

Thus, I present this petition for a dispensation from clerical obligations as an acknowledgement 
of the reality of the situation. Facing that reality is critical for my own spiritual welfare, as well 
as for the greater good of the Church. 

I h<?pe and pray that you will respond favorably to this request. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend Neville Rucker 

Date: ------------------
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REDACTED 

His Eminence, Cardinal Roger Mahony 
Aichbishop of Los Angeles 
SSS West Temple Street 
Los Angeles. California 90012 

Re: Father Geo~ge Neville Rucker 

Your Eminence: 

Mareh31, 2005 

I write on behalf of Father George Rucker who has sought mr canonical advice. 

The immediate issue is whether Father Rucker should voluntarily petition for 
Iaicization as you have requested. I have read 1he letter prepared for him to do so as well 
as all the investigative files of the sexual abuses of minors attributed to him. 

Father Rucker will. be 85 years of age this year. He is retired and is in a convalescent. 
home. He has been out of active ministry and wW never again be in publie ministry, and 
~e does not wish to be. Father Rucker has been a priest for 59 yean. He does not wish 
laieization but .wishes io end his life as a priest. I understand that the Holy See is 
reluctant to laicize elderly, retired priests such as Father Rucker. This is understandable 
because all the reasons of the public good for so. doing usually no longer exist in their 
eases and canon 1341 seems to exclude the imposition of any such penalty as dismissal. 

I respectfully req~ fberefore, that no canonical proeess for l,ds dismissal be 
initiated but that he be pllowed to five out his life as a retired priest. Laicization is not 
necessary for him "to acknowledge the reali:cy' of 1he situation" or "for his spiritual 
wel:.fBre". He knows and lives with the reality of the situation.. His spiritual wel.fiue 
would be advemely affected by laici2ation. It is enhanced by his living out his life 
privately as the priest. There seems to be no "gmvissima eausa" rtowfor Father Rucker to 

. even request a rescript for laiaization nor does there seem to be reason to inflict the 
penalty of dismiMal (canon 290). · 

Appreciating the difficulties these cases have presented to you and grateful for the 
reconsideration of your request, I am, with esteem and respect, 

cc: Monsignor Oraig A CQ; 
Father George R~ . 

SincerelY vours. 
REDACTED 
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Archdiocese of los Angeles 

Reverend Neville Rucker 

Dear Father Rucker: 

Office of 
VIcar for Oergy 
(213) 637-72.84 

December 6, 2005 

.Personal and Confidential 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
9001D-2202 

At Cardinal Mahony's direction, I have scheduled. an appointment to see you here at the 
Archdiocesan Catholic Center in Tuesday, December.13, at 2:30 p.m. · 

I selected this date because it is my Understanding that your advocateR ED ACTED will be 
in Los Angeles on this day. Hus, should you wish him to participate he is welcome to _attend. 

Please phoneREDACTEDat (_REDACTED to confirm your participation in this meeting. 

May God bless you. 

Yours in Christ 

/J. ............ /1 ,.· 
/(I / I ; { /" 

(~ l.-r: Li:: 
Mottsi~r Craig A. Cox, J.C.D. 

/ Vi_car' for Clergy 
i.. 

REDACTED 
cc 

?A -Jd.hJivv 
REDACTED EDACTED 
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Office of 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles the ArcJ1i•o,C-eop 

DECREE 

Life of Pr~yer and Penance 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
9001Q-ZZ02 

As the Archbishop of Los Angeles in California, in accord with· the provisions ofNorm 8 of the 
Essential Norms for Diocesan/Eparchial Policies Dealing with Allegations of Sexua!Abuse of 
Minors by Priests or Deacons, in view of Article 5 of the Charter for the Protection of Children 
and Young People, and in virtue Of the executive power of goVemaJ\Ce entrusted to me as 
diocesan bishop to prevent scandals and.to' ensure the welfare of the people of God, I hereby 
decree that Re~erend George Neville Rucker is bound to live a life of prayer and penance. 

Specifically, I bind Father Rucker to the following: 

1. The obligation of spending a minimum of one half hour each day in prayer for the 
intentions of those persons who· have been harmed by sexual abuse. 

2. The prohibition from celebrating or concelebrating Mass publicly a8 w:ell as from 
celebrating the other sacraments. 

3. The prohibition from wearing cleric~! attire privately or publicly. 

4. The prohibition from presenting himself publicly as a priest.. : 

5.. The prohibition from traveling outside of the Archdiocese ofLosAngeles without prior 
written approval from myself, one ofREDACTED or the Vicar for Clergy. 

6. The prohibition from visiting any school campus, youfi?. playground or any other site 
-where children and young people typically gather. 

7. The prohibition, within the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, from lodging in any type of 
luxury resort accommodation, and of avoiding places of dining or types of entertainment 
that give' the appearance of lu:xwy and that do not witness to a simplicity of life and the 
spirit of penitence described in the Catechism ofthe Catholic Church, 1434-1439. 

These requirements bind under canonical obedience (c. 273) and failure to abide by them will 
subject Father Rucker to the just penalty specified in. canon 1371, 2°. Additionally, in the event 
of a failure to abide by these restrictions, I will forward a petition to the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith asking for an authorization to conduct a canonical trial to impose the 
penalty of dismissal from the clerical state on the basis of the delicts specified in canon 1395, §2. 
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This deeree has been issued in view of the light of many allegations of sexual misconduct with 
. IPffiors that have been.brought forward against Father Rucker. The mandating of a life of prayer 
and penance is, therefore, a necessary -part of my episcopal ministry to protect the welfare of the 
Church. · · · · 

. Given this 13th day ofDecember in the Year of Our Lord 2005 at the Curia of the Archdiocese of 
· Los Angeles in California. REDACTED 

.......... tpU-<W Roger M. Mahony, 
Archbishop of Los Angele 

Archdiocesan Seal 
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COPY 
Archdloc:ese of Los Angeles . 

Reverend Neville Rucker 

---· 
Dear Father Rucker: 

Office of 
VIcar for Clergy 
(213)637-7284 

December 15,2005 

Personal and Confidential 

3424 Los Angeles 
Wilshire CaJ!fornla 
Boulevard 90010·2202 

Thank you for coming into .the office on December 13. Enclosed, please find a copy of the 
decree issued by Cardinal Mahony specifying the element~ nfthP. Hfeofprayer and penance you 

. . ha . ftbi REDACTED are undertaking. I am also vmg a copy o s sent to as your Advocate. 

In accord with the provisions of the decree and with the verbal indication I gave you when we 
met, I have authorized yourbriefjourneywithREDACTED which will take you out ofthe 
Archdiocese. 

May God bless.you. 

· Yours in Christ 

REDACTED 
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REDACTED 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles REDACTED 

342.4 
Wilshire 
Bouleva;d 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

18 October 2006 

Reverend George Neville Rucker 

Dear Father Rucker, 

Los Angeles 
CaJifarnlr. 
00010;:1.202 

I . . . . REDACTED c. • 
am wnting to you m my capactty as LOr the Archdiocese of Los An-

geles, and wish to inform you that a 'Report is being prepared for the Congregation for the Doc
trine of the Faith ~n Rome regarding the allegations of sexual abuse advanced against you. 

· · · These past many months, Cardinal Mahony has been meeting with victims who allege 
sexual abuse at the hands of L.A! clergy, including many who have claimed that they were 
abused by you. As you might expect, these experiences have been most intense and have 
brought His Eminence to engage in deep reflection and fervent p~yer concerning the situations 
of the accusers and the clergy accused, as well as concerning the greater good of the local 
Chnrch and of the community at large. 

With regard to your particular case, this further reflection and prayer has convinced the 
Cardinal that the measures taken to date do not sufficiently redress the harm done to the individ
ual victims, nor do they adequately repair the scand~ given to the community or restore justice. 
The life of prayer and penance to which you have been bound by the Decree of 13 December 
2005 -which, in filial obedience, you have accepted as a sign of willing refonn and atonement 
- is deemed sufficient in providing for your own personal correction and spiritual welfare, but it 
is His Eminence's concern that the further interests of the community, especially with regard to 
the aforementioned reparati~n of scandal and restoration of justice, are not properly addressed in 
the obligations. imposed on you by that· Decree. 

It is my Unpleasant duty to inform you that the Cardinal has therefore determined that 
anything short of your dismissal from th~ clerical state will not adequately resolve the matter 
with regard to these further issues. · 

· Inasmuch as you have indicated that you do not desire to petiti~n our Holy Father Pope 
Benedict XVI for laicization, in ~ votum that will a9company the Report Cardinal Mahony will 
request that the Congregation recommend to His Holiness that he dismiss you ex officio from the 
clerical state. 
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As I inform you ·of this decision on the part of our Archbishop, I invite you to send to me 
any statement that you may wish to make regarding your particular case so that I can include it 
with the Report that , • .:u J...~ ~~-• •~ .. 1..._ ':ongregation. Aware that in the past you have sought 

• a1 d . fr REDACTED I tak" th l"b f d" him f thi canomc a vtce orr am mg e 1 erty o sen mg a copy o s 
letter, in the event that you might wish to consult him in preparing a statement to be included in 
the Report. If you wish to make such a statement, please see that it is delivered to me no later 
than Friday, 10 November 2006. 

. . I 

. Should vou have any questions or conceptS regarding this matter, please feel free to con-
tact me agEDACTED and I will be happy to discuss the situation· with you. Do let me reas
sure you at the outset, however, that regardless of the decision made by the Congregation and 
ultimately by Pope .Benedict XVI himself .with .regard to your ..case, it is not fore...seen that there 
will be any change in the support that you are presently receiving from the Archdiocese. · 

Once more, know of my readiness to speak with you should you have any questions, and 
be assured of my prayers for you as we seek to bring this difficult situation to a proper close. 

cc: Ms!!r. Gabriel Gonzales 
REDACTED 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
REDACTED 
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Archdloces~ of Los Angeles 

REDACTED 

San Francisco, CA 94102 

DeruREDACTED 

REDACTED 

19 October 2006 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2202 

.Since you have been assistirig Father Rucker with matters related to his 
canonical status in the Archdiocese, I am taking t4e liberty of sending you a copy 
of a letter that, as REDACTED I sent to Neville yesterday. 

The letter is self-explanatory (alas, these are difficult times!), and Neville 
may contact you with a view to preparing a statement to be included in the Report 
to CDF. 

I know you're busy as ever, and I hope all is well. Ciao! 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
REDACTED 

Pastoral Regions: Our lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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accordance with Code of ;Civil Procedure (CCP) 

I t I • ! ! ! " " 

'!! 

:H 

'll ,,, 

'!! 

: : ~ 

'ii ::: 

'! 
;; 

Page DEPT. 20 
.. :MINUTES ENTERED 
06/07/06 

•:•• 
'I I 
.;.j 

'l·i 
'1·1 

.,., 
'!·I 
'i•i 

l1i 
!!! 

:;: 
iii 

•:i 

:;; 

409301 
••II 

CCI 005895 



·::l 
'i·l 
.'!·! SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, 

DATE: .Q,ey/07 /06 
'!·! 
'!'I 

iii 
lli 

;; 
•! 

--- -- ---~---

DEPI'. 20 
'·li 

HONORABLE HALEY J. FROMHOLZ -Clergy JUDGE GLENN NAKAGAKI DEPuTY CLERK 

•;! 
lj, 

RCALA 009096 

. HONORABLE JUDGE PRO TBM ELECTRONIC ~CORDING MONITOR 

:::! 'M. FREGOSO, C~~ ASST 
,, 
,; 

Deputy Sheriff 

l !l 

LAUREN ENGEL 

8:30. am JCCP42B6 Plaintiff REDACTED 
'!·! 
• ~ ! 

• ~ 1 : 

'!·! 
'!·I 

'!·! 
'!•! 

'1'1 
'!·l 
11·1 

=t:i 
'1·1 

.• , f 

;i_:J 

'i·! 
'1•i 

. ,., 
:; ; 

'l·l 
=i•: 

., ' 
'i·l 
:;. ; 

'1·1 
t;.; 

"l'l 
'!·i 
') i 

't'l 
'I i ., ; 

THE CLERGY ci:SES I 
; ; i i Counsel 
•!!! 

Defendant 
Counsel 

NATURE OF PROCEEDINGS: .. 
iii :.:: 

section "34o .1 (g) (o) . 

3) Names of non-party.victims. 

4) 

5) 

Names of;other witnessesTiunless .named as::~arties 
in the complaint by their true names, in 
accordance with CCP section 340.1 (g) ~ (o}. 

Backgroi.md information dl!iat could potentiaJ:.ly 
lead to th~ revelat.ion of ·protected Plaint;:iffs', 
alleged perpetrators', employees', or witnesses' 
identity_ . 

:;; ,o;t '·II 
ttl llll . •: 

·6) Information (such as empi'oyment, medical, .. 
psychiatric, financial, and similar records) 
regarding individual plaintiffs, individual 
defendap~s, and non-par~Y! 1 alleged perpetr~~ors. 

The prohibition on disclosure applies to both written 
and·verbal disclosure . 

B. 
. • l !I 

Except~ons 
.!li 
=!!! 

'·i! 

All attorneys of record may have access, to the extent 
necessary. to prosecute or defend their cases, to all 
protected infbrmation contain~~ in discovery r~sponses 
in all of the coordinated Clergy I and II actions, 
including the information stored in Sousa. 

Pro se litig~pts must apply ~fri the Court for ::·;: 
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' ~ • I 
•I·; 

Iii 
Ill 

~ . -- - - . : .. - ~ 

DEPT. 20 
' il 

HONORABLE HALEY J. FROMHOLZ .-Clergy JUDGE GLENN NAKAGAKI DEPUTY CLERK 

RCALA 009097 

ljf 

:;; 

•i! 

HONORABLE JUDGE PROTEM ELECI'RONIC RECORDING MONITOR 

M. FREGOSO, C~~ ASST 
;J; ~ 

Deputy Sheriff LAUREN ENGEL 
'·ti 
••:! 

:;; 
'ii 

Reporter ' ' ' 

8 : 3 (j am JCCP4'2'8'6 Plaintiff REDACTED 
'!'·· 
'I·! 
'I ; 

·t•r 

:''1 

i··i 
'1 : 

'l•l 
'!·! 
,, i 

' ' 
t!·i 

'l•i 
·i·J 

'f'l 
:1·1 

.,., 
'!•f 
1f·i 

'l'l 
~ i . ! 
'1•1 

•t·r 
'I i 
1 1·1 

THE CLERGY cASES I 

NATURE OF PROCEEDINGS: 
iii 
It I 

tiii 
•!:! 

Counsel 

Defendant 
Counsel 

:,;: 

permission to have access to protected information. 

When necessary, protected information may be disclosed 
by attorneys ;;<;>f record to the;~i't parties, expert;!'!, in
vestigators, and other agents;·· and insurance qarriers 
claimed to cover cases for which the attorney is 
responsible. Any such person or entity to whom 
protected inf.ormation is disc.l.osed must sign an 
acknowledgment that they have!read and understand the 
terms of this Order, that they agree to abide by its 
terms, and that they understand that violation of the 
Order may res,1:11t in sanctions .. for contempt of court. 

t:; ·'I; :,;, 

It is the re~ponsibility of coUnsel to act in g~od 
faith in determining the extent to which dissemination 
of information is necessary to further the resolution 
of the litigation, and in controlling the actions of 
others acting' on their behalf 11and their client's:~ In 
particular, investigations are to be conducted in such 
a way as to avoid disclosure of protected information 
to the extent.possible. · 

iii ; 111 1 
• H 

. lit •!!i ·•t: 

Liaison counsel is to provide notice. 

CLERKiS CERTIFICATE OF MAILING/ 
iiflOTICE OF ENTRY ;pf' ORDER '·ii 

I, the below named Executive Officer/Clerk of the 
above-entitled court, do hereby certify that I am not 
a party to th-!9 cause herein, ;ft:p.d that this da~~.; I 

1 !1 
~ l i 

'ii 

:11 

'II 
'!I 

'i! 
'!! 

1 1i • 
'I! 

•!i 
•:: 

' I 
: : 
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·r·: 
'!·! 
'I·! SUPERIOR COU.RT OF CALIFORNIA, 

DATE: Q6,/07 /06 
:il 
;,; 'l•l 

'!•I 

. ... 
- ------ - -~ ---

DEPT. 20 
'·1; 

HONORABLE HALEY J. FROMHOLZ -Clergy JUDGE GLENN NAKAGAKI DEPUTY CLERK 

RCALA 009098 

HONORABLE JUDGE PROTEM · ELECTRONIC RECORDING MONITOR 
'It .. 
'I 1 ,;; ,; f : i! '1 • 

. '.' M. FREGOSO 
1 

cRT ASST Deputy shenf} ' . LAUREN ENGEL .. , Reporter : i i 

8:30 am JCCP4286 Pl.alntiff REDACTED 
'!·I 
''·' 

·t·: .,., 
'f·l 

1 1•i 
'i·i 

l': 
I ; 

IJ i 

i ; 
'!·: 

•: ' 
:: i 

THE CLERGY cASES I 

NATURE OF PROCEEDINGS: 

; ; ; ; Counsel 
•'!! 

Defendant 
Counsel 

j / j ; iii I' f! 

served Notic~''of Entry of the·:~bove minute ordef of 
June 7, .2006 upon each party or counsel named below by 
depositing in the United States mail at the courthouse 
in Los Angele~;~ 1 California, one copy of the , . , , 
original eritered herein in a separate sealed envelope 
for each, addressed as shown below with the postage 
thereon fully prepaid. 

'·i: .. ,, 

:·;; 

. i., REDACTED '•!I 
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Cl) 
Cl) 
0 
Cl) 
0 
0 

::5 
<( 
() 
0:: 

Appointments 

Parish 

Sacred Heart, Los Angeles 

St. Alphonsus, Los Angeles 

St. Basil, Los Angeles 

Mary Star of the Sea, San Pedro 

St. Mary Magdalene, Camarillo 

Sick Leave 

St. Anthony, El Segundo 

St. Teresa of Avila, Los Angeles 

Holy Trinity, Los Angeles 

Holy Cross, Los Angeles 

St. Agatha, Los Angeles 

Corpus Christi, Pacific Palisades 

Retirement Date 

Date 

May 1946-Nov. 1946 

Nov. 1946-0ct. 1951 

Oct. 1951-May 1955 

May 1955-Sept. 1959 

Sept. 1959-Sept. 1961 

Sept. 1961-Nov. 1962 

Nov. 1962-May 1967 

May 1967-Jan. 1968 

Jan. 1968-sept. 1968 

Sept. 1968-July 1970 

July 1970-July 1977 
. ;;,:. , ... , 
' :Nlyl~77~August 1987 

AugustVl, 1987 

Fr. George Neville Rucker 
DOB 09/14/20 

Duration 

6 months 

4 years, 11 months 

3 years, 7 months 

4 years, 4 months 

2 years 

1 year, 2 months 

4 years, 6 months 

8 months 

8 months 

1 year, 1 0 months 

7 years 

10 years 

Retirement Date 

~ nS{. S'l--..c"--\.)-1 ffWeA \t7'1 

Number of Alleged Incidents 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

Sick Leave 

16 

0 

1 

0 

18 

0 

Retirement Date 

~ 
1"1 

~ 
"" 

Cl) 
Cl) 
00 
lO 
0 
0 

() 
() 



£t~aJ~3: 

Lawsuits 

Plaintiff Case Number & Original ~arish 
CNamein Filing Date 
Coin(!laint} 

:::0 
m 
~ 2/23/03 St. Anthony 
(") 
--! m 
0 

2/31/03 St. Anthony 

•6/03/03 St. Agatha 

2/09/03 St. Anthony 

2/23/03 St. Anthony 

() 
() 

0 409306 
0 
()'1 
(lJ 
0 
0 

"'t"''il { .,, 
\ '">4., ! '/ \;: 

_.) {.,} \ I '-"" :f .,. .1' 
:·t ·:' .J 

) \

.1\ 
J }\ lj 

~ _ ..... ~ ., ... 4. 

Location of 

'
' ;' •''" -", 
- I ./ 1 \ (.;_, __ / 

Alleged Abuse 
at Parish 

Fr. Rucker took 
plaintiff out of class. 

Office 

unknown 

Rectory and altar 

unknown 

I 

Nature of Alleged Abuse No. of Plaintiff's Time Frame of I 

Alleged Age at Alleged Abuse 
Incidents Time of 

Alleged 
Abuse 

Fr. Rucker fondled plaintiff's numerous 13-15 yrs. 1965-1967 
breasts both under and over her occasions 
clothing. 

Fr. Rucker rubbed plaintiff's weekly 5th-7th approx. 
shoulders and fondled her during the grades OR 1962-1964 OR 
breasts under her clothes. school year 6th-8th 1963-1965 

grades 

Fr. Rucker touched plaintiff's .2-3/week 6-10 yrs. 1971-1975 
genitals and breasts both over for4 years 
and under her clothes. 

Fr. Rucker touched plaintiff's once every 12-14 yrs. 1963-1965 
breasts under her clothes; other week 
rubbed her arms, neck and during school 
shoulders both under and over year; multiple 
her clothes; rubbed against her times during 
in a sexual manner; and stalked · Summer 
her. Fr. Rucker also penetrated 
plaintiff's vagina, either 
digitally, with a foreign object 
or his penis. Such occurred on 
the top step, leading to the altar. 

Fr. Rucker held plaintiff on his multiple 7-8 yrs. 1961-1962 
lap and placed his fingers under occasions 
her underwear, rubbing between during3rd 
her vagina and anus. grade 

---- - ---- -

;:o 
() 
)> 
r 
)> 
0 
0 
(lJ ..... 
0 
0 



() 
() 

0 
0 
(]1 
(0 
0 
~ 

Plaintiff Case Number & 
IName in 
Com~laint) 

Original 
Filing Date 

:::0 m 
~ 12/09/03 

() 
-; 
m 
0 

12/23/03 

12/09/03 

06/14/05 

Parish 

St. Agatha 

St. Anthony 

St. Anthony 

St. Mary 
Magdalene 

. .:.00.;1, l)' 

1'5 ~ .• -':> '1 
VC\.>U.) 

'\ <(i: ( .• v 
} 1J,.'~'L.rt 

,, ...,,.,:. \\·. 
J,c.)}l_ ;.li 

Location of 
Alleged Abuse 
at Parish 

Office 

Rectory 

unknown 

unknown 

\" \ ,. 
A'i.., ~ 

'1-oO,j,'r 

Nature of Alleged Abuse No. of 
Alleged 
Incidents 

Fr. Rucker touched and caressed once, while 
plaintiff's upper thighs. preparing 

for First 
Confession 
and First 
Communion 

Fr. Rucker fondled plaintiff's once 
right breast, and put his hand 
under her jumper, near her 
underwear line at her buttocks. 

Fr. Rucker rubbed and fondled twice 
plaintiff's vagina, both under 
and over her clothes; rubbed and 
massaged her breasts and 
nipples both under and over her 
clothes; rubbed her inner thighs 
under her skirt; and rubbed and 
massaged her body over her 
clothes. 

Fr. Rucker fondled plaintiff's multiple 
breasts, legs and genital area occasions 
both over and under her clothes. 

'· 
'· 

Plaintiff's 
Age at 
Time of 
Alleged 
Abuse 

9 yrs. 

12-15 yrs. 

10-11 yrs. 

7-8 yrs. 

Time Frame of 
Alleged Abuse 

1971 

sometime 
between 
1964-1967 

1965-1966 

1959-1960 

;:o 
() 
)> 

s;: 
0 
0 
<D ...... 
0 



() 
() 

0 
0 
0'1 
<P 
0 
N 

Plaintiff Case Number & 
(Name in 
ComJ!laint) 

09308 

Original 
Filing Date 

:::0 
tgr07/17/03 
)> 
() 
-; 
m 
0 

09/04/03 

0~~~\ 

ll:. t 

./\ i~ i!.~ ::01;. 
/ l."\)ij ;;-" 

L '·. ;j_:i) t t \;1 

Parish Location of Nature of Alleged Abuse 
Alleged Abuse 
at Parish 

St. Anthony unknown Fr. Rucker fondled plaintiffs 
shoulders, breasts and thighs; 
and rubbed her vagina. 

St. Agatha At recess, behind Fr. Rucker came to plaintiffs. 
the altar, at plaintiffs home for dinner, and sat her on 
family home his erection. While her mother 

cooked dinner, he touched 
plaintiffs breast and rubbed 
her buttocks. On one occasion, 
he digitally penetrated her 
vagina, behind the altar. Other 
touching occurred on school 
grounds at various places and on 
·benches outside the classroom. 
Plaintiff was often punished at 
school by being sent out to 
stand in the hall. When such 
occurred, Fr. Rucker would rub 
her inner thighs, digitally 
penetrate her vagina and place 
her hand on his erection. 

St. Alphonsus School auditorium Plaintiff sat on Fr. Rucker's lap 
and he digitally penetrated her 
for about 15 minutes. 

NOTE: As. per Fr. Rucker's 
C-File, in 1991, Fr. Rucker 
agreed to pay plaintiff $55,000 
in pre-litigation settlement of 
claims against him. 

-

-q_\JI~ ~ 
~~~"''""'~ 

,.;.,. 

~· L. fl!i:~/~:£.~ <. ·;, 

No. of Plaintiff's 
Alleged Age at 
Incidents Time of 

Alleged 
Abuse 

60 times/yr. 7-11 yrs. 

daily during 12-14 yrs. 
recess; on 
Fridays at 
family home 

Recall c;>f 1-2 6-8 yrs. 
occasions; 
flashbacks 
of others 

Time Frame of 
Alleged Abuse 

1964-1968 

1973-1975 

1946-1948 

;:o 
() 
)> 

s;: 
0 
0 
<P ...... 
0 
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0 
0 
0 
0 
(]'I 
<D 
0 
(,..) 

Plaintiff Case Number & 
(Name in 
Comniaint} 

;;o 
m 
0 
)> 
(") 
--i m 
0 

Original 
Filing Date 

12/23/03 

12/09/03 
,.;t .. 

06/03/03 

Parish Location of 
Alleged Abuse 
at Parish 

St. Anthony_ Behind rectory, 
front of church, 
playgro~Ind, portico 

St. Anthony unknown 

St. Agatha When plaintiff was 
leaving school, after 
confession, in choir 

. loft, in rectory, at 
plaintiffs .family 
home 

-~:!::" 

l .. :t~ :·.f,c 
L~:.··._) )J\_L) 

Nature of Alleged Abuse No. of 
Alleged 
Incidents 

Fr. Rucker fondled plaintiff over multiple 
her clothes and placed his hands occasions 
down the front ofher blouse, 
touching her breasts. 

Fr. Rucker inserted his penis. in weekly 
plaintiffs vagina; performed 
oral sex on plaintiff; digitally 
penetrated her vagina; fond!Cd 
and masturbated her genitals 
(under clothes); rubbed and 
massaged her breasts and body 
(over and under clothes); and 
hugged her in a sexual manner. 
On one occasion, when she was 
in the yd grade, Fr. Rucker took 
plaintiff behind the altar and 
performed oral sex on plaintiff 
an~ then raped her. When she 
said he was hurting.her, he. 
instructed her to say "Thank 
you, Jesus." 

Fr. Rucker placed his hands on 2-3/week 
plaintiffs breasts as she was 
leaving school; digitally 
penetrated her after confession; 
abused her in the choir loft; 
and digitally penetrated her in 
the rectory. Also, when he 
visited her family home, Fr. 
Rucker would sit on the couch 
and touch plaintiffs breasts and 
genitals. 

t l.t~ 

Plaintiff's 
Age at 
Time of 
Alleged 
Abuse 

10-12 yrs. 

. 5-9 yrs. 

approx. 6-11 
yrs. 

-··-

Time Frame of 
Alleged Abuse 

1962-1964 

1963-1967 

approx. 
1972-1977 

I 

I 

I 

;:o 
0 
)> 
r 
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0 
<D ...... 
0 
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I Plaintiff Case Number & Original Parish Location of Nature of Alleged Abuse No. of Plaintiff's Time Frame of 
(Name in Filing Date Alleged Abuse Alleged Age at Alleged Abuse 
Com~laint) at Parish Incidents Time of 

::u Alleged 

m Abuse I 
0 12/31/03 St. Agatha School yard, alley Fr. Rucker hugged plaintiff and 20 times 11-14 yrs. 1971-1974 )> 
0 way between rectory rubbed his hands over her chest 
-1 and school and her buttocks over her m clothes. 
0 

12/31/03 Holy Trinity Home of a friend Plaintiff went to visit his friend, once 7 yrs. 1968 
on Cerritos Street in Long 
Beach. Fr. Rucker answeredthe 
door and advised that he was 
house-sitting for his brother's 
family. Fr. Rucker invited 

- plaintiff in for milk and cookies. 
Fr. Rucker fondled him, rubbed 
his penis in plaintiff's face 
and requested that he open his 
mouth and orally copulated 
plaintiff. 

ir-07/17/03 St. Anthony School yard, Fr. Rucker fondled plaintiff's 300times 9-14 yrs. 1963-1968 
I classroom, lunch breasts, legs, thighs and pelvic 

area, hallway area. 

- --··----
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Plaintiff Case Number & Original Parish Location of Nature of Alleged Abuse No. of Plaintiff's Time Frame of 
<Name in Filing Date Alleged Abuse Alleged Age at Alleged Abuse 
ComJ;!laint) at Parish Incidents Time of 

; 
Alleged 

:::0 Abuse 
m 
0 12/09/03 St. Anthony Confessional, sacristy Fr. Rucker digitally penetrated multiple 9-10 yrs. 1966-1967 )> 

office, rectory, plaintiff; fondled and rubbed her occasions () 
-I playground genitals both over and under her 
m clothes; fondled and rubbed her 
0 breasts both over and under her 

clothes; had plaintiff sit on his 
lap while he had an erection; 
rubbed and massaged her body; 
and hugged her in a sexual 
manner. 

NOTE: Plaintiff settled a 
lawsuit against Fr. Rucker in 
September:JO~for $20,000. 

l'\' 

12/31/03 St. Anthony Office, rectory, Fr. Rucker fondled plaintiff's several 10-12 yrs. 1963-1965 
playground breasts under her clothes; placed occasions 

his hand inside her underwear; 
and rubbed plaintiff and had her 
sit on his lap and rubbed his 
penis on her. 

I 

;:o 
() 

() 

)> 
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409311 

)> 
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0 
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0 
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0 
0'1 
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Plaintiff Case Number & Original Parish · Location of Nature of Alleged Abuse No. of Plaintiff's Time Frame of 
(Name in Filing Date Alleged Abuse Alleged Age at Alleged Abuse 
ComJ!Iaint} at Parish Incidents Time of 

Alleged 

:::0 Abuse 

m 
12/09/03 St. Anthony Playground during 0 Fr. Rucker digitally penetrated daily 10-12 yrs. 1962-1964 

)> recess, confessional plaintiffs vagina; fondled her 
0 genitals over her clothes; rubbed 
-I and massaged her breasts and m 
0 nipples; fondled and massaged 

different parts of her body under 
her clothes; fondled her 
buttocks both over and under 
her clothes; and held plaintiff 
tightly. Additionally, Fr. 
Rucker would approach plaintiff 
from behind, hold her tightly 
and fondle her buttocks. 
Sometimes, when doing this he 
would digitally penetrate her 
vagina 

12/23/03 St. Anthony Playground, rectory, Fr. Rucker massaged plaintiff's 5-10 times unknown unknown 
yard shoulders and worked his hands 

down the front of her blouse 
touching her breasts. On the 
playground, he would stand 
behind plaintiff and hug her. 
He also rubbed her shoulders 

/...,./ and back while she weeded liis 
.. ~If~{:. yard. 
\,/ 

- -

;:o () 
() () 409312 )> -
r 0 
)> 0 

(J1 
(!) 0 

0 0 
<D (j) 
...... 
0 
(j) 
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Q 
0 
0 
U1 
(lJ 
0 
-..J 

.j;l. 

~ 
tH ...... 
tH 

Plaintiff 

I 
I 

I 
I 

Case Number & Original Parish 
(Name in Filing Date 
Com}!laint} 

;;o 
m 
0 09/04/03 St. Agatha 
)> 
() 
-l m 
0 

09/04/03 St. Agatha 

f)_ ./ . 
!\.-.. -,. 

-(._:1....JI J- \ ( 
.-.1 \ 

~· •. 

Location of Nature of Alleged Abuse 
Alleged Abuse 
at Parish 

Rectory, school unknown 
grounds, plaintiffs 
family home 

Office Fr. Rucker initially had plaintiff 
come to his office, where they 
would talk and he would show 
her "pretty things". At some 
point, Fr. Rucker began to rub 
plaintiff's back and buttocks. 
He then progressed to having 
plaintiff sit on his lap, and he 
would rub her thighs. He also 
stuck his hands inside her 
underwear and rubbed her 
vagina. On occasion, he would 
remove his penis from his pants 
and there would be skin to skin 
contact and he ejaculated on her. 
He sometimes had her rock on 
his lap. Fr. Rucker also had 
plaintiff masturbate him. 

No. of Plaintiff's 
Alleged Age at 
Incidents Time of 

Alleged. 
Abuse 

2-3/week 9-11 yrs. 

1-2/week .5 OR6 yrs. 

Time Frame of 
Alleged Abuse 

early 1970s 

1970 OR 1971 

;:o 
() 
)> 
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0 
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(lJ ...... 
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Plaintiff Case Number & Original 
(Name in · FiJi~~ Date 
Comi!laint} 

:::0 
~ 12/23/03 
)> 
0 
-I 
m 
0 

06/30/06 

,fLo:)~} 
)r'{.,:t_ ~ 

Parish Location of 
Alleged Abuse 
at Parish 

St Agatha Rectory, outside of 
bingo 

St. Agatha Courtyard, breezway, 
rectory, church 

·l~u{~-
i' 
\ 

·Nature of Alleged Abuse 

Fr. Rucker fondled plaintiffs 
breasts and genitals both over 
and under her clothes. He 
would hug her, from behind, 
and rub his hands over her 
pelvic area He would also 
place plaintiff on his lap, and 
rub his hand between her leg 
and on her chest. The last time 
such occurred was outside the 
church during bingo. Fr. 
Rucker was talking to plaintiff 
about school'and working bingo 
every Saturday, while his hand 
was under her skirt. 

NO CO. Per plaintiffs 
Complaint, the students referred 
to Fr. Rucker as "Father Rub-a-

. dub." Fr. Rucker hugged 
plaintiff and rubbed her breasts 
and back. Such was both on top 
of anc\ underneath plaintiffs 
clothing. Fr. Rucker also had 
plaintiff sit on his lap, and 
would feel her back, breasts. and 
legs. 

' 

No. of Plaintiff's 
Alleged Age at 
Incidents Time of 

Alleged 
Abuse 

several 7-14 yrs. 
occasions 

2-3/week 1 st grade-
7th grade 

Time Frame of 
Alleged Abuse 

1971-1978 

1971-1978 

-~ 

j 

I 
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Plaintiff 

uulf unKnown 

Case Number & 
(Name in 
Comnlaint} 

:::0 m 
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)> 
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-I 
m 
0 
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Original Parish Location of 
Filing Date Alleged Abuse 

at Parish 

11/04/05 St. Agatha Break from classes, 
playground 

-

12/23/03 
1 

Mary Star Church and sc}lool 

04/28/06 St. Agatha After mass, catechism 

'l_,.J) :.) ~:J: )[J~.) 

Nature of Alleged Abuse 

.Fr. Rucker rubbed plaintiff's 
chest and back, and would have 
her sit on his lap .. When she sat 
on his lap; Fr. Rucker rubbed 
plaintiff's·back and legs. Such 
incidents were both on top of 
and underneath plaintiff's 
clothes. Students called Fr. 
Rucker "Father Rub-a-dub." 

Fr. Rucker hugged plaintiff and· 
also digitally penetrated her 
vagina. 

No CO. Fr. Rucker rubbed 
plaintiff all over her body, 
including her breasts. He often 
had her sit on his lap, and he 
would hug her "tight" and 
rubbed her breasts and other 
parts of her body, 

•''1 ' / ,.~)'' ( ~ 4'0V/'I ~ f 

No. of 
Alleged 
Incidents 

hundreds of 
incidents; 
2-3/wk 

several 
occasions 

numerous 
occasions 

Plaintiff's 
Age at 
Time of 
Alleged 
Abuse 

6-9 yrs. 

8-9 yrs. 

7-13 yrs. 

Time Frame of 
Alleged Abuse 

1969-1972 

1956~1957 

1969-1975 

--
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Plaintiff Case Number & OriiDnal Parish Location of Nature of Alleged Abuse No. of Plaintiff's Time Frame of I 
' (Name in Filing Date Alleged Abuse Alleged Age at Alleged Abuse 

Com}!laint} at Parish Incidents Time of 

' 
Alleged 
Abuse 

1- ;::o 
m 12/31/03 St. Anthony Rectory, office The first occasion occurred 3 times approx. approx. 
0 when Fr. Rucker asked plaintiff 6-7 yrs. 1962-1963 )> to get the mail out of the mail 

l 
(') 

drop. As she bent over to do -1 
m so, Fr. Rucker placed his hand 
0 in her dress and under her 

underwear, grabbing her bottom 

. and vagina. The second 
occasion occurred while Fr. 
Rucker and plaintiff were in the 
rectory's main living room/ 
office. Fr. Rucker was sitting 
on an ottoman, and plaintiff was 
standing in front of him. He · 
placed his hand inside his 
underwear. The final incident 
occurred on the playground 
during schooL Fr. Rucker came 
up behind plaintiff and placed 
his hand down her shirt, rubbing 
his hand over her chest. 

1-

12/31/03 St. Agatha At communion Fr. Rucker came up to. hug once unknown unknown 
plaintiff, and reached from 
behind her to rub her breast over 
J?.er clothing. She could smell 
alcohol on is breath. 

1-

12/31/03 St. Agatha Rectory Fr. Rucker hugged and/or numerous 8-12 yrs. 1970-1974 
touched plaintiff's shoulders, occasions 
back and behind. Fr. Rucker 
also touched her breasts under 
her clothes. On one occasion 
when Fr. Rucker touched her 
inner thigh, plaintiff could smell 
alcohol on his breath. 
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Parish Location of 
Alleged Abuse 

·at Parish 

St. Agatha Behind altar 

~%'t ~M,v\ 

~- --lob ... 

St. Agatha Playground and 
surrounding areas 

St. Agatha Playground and 
walking towards 
church 

Nature of Alleged Abuse 

Following her First 
Communion, Fr. Rucker took 
plaintiff to the area behind the 
altar. Plaintiff sat on his lap and 
he rubbed his hand on her inner 
thigh and up to her vagina, for 
about I minute. There is no 
allegation of penetration. 
Plaintiff then walked out the 
door and down the stairs, where 
she met her mother. In front of 
her mother, Fr. Rucker then. 
rubbed her vaginal area and. 
buttocks simultaneously. 

Fr. Rucker touched plaintiffs 
breasts and buttocks, under her 
clothes. Fr. Rucker also hugged 
plaintiff. The children had 
nicknames for Fr. Rucker, 
including "Fr. Fucker" and 
"Rub-a-Dub-Dub." 

Fr. Rucker would give plaintiff 
a friendly hug, and rub against 
her. He would rub his hands up 
and down her side, rub against 
her breast, and run his hand 
down towards her waistline. -

No. of Plaintiff's 
Alleged . Age at 
Incidents Time of 

Alleged· 
Abuse 

once unknown 

30-36 times 10-15 yrs. 

several approx. 
occasions 12-14yrs. 

-------

Time Frame of 
Alleged Abuse 

unknown 

1970-1975 

approx. 
1975-1977 
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Parish Location of 
Alleged Abuse 
at Parish 

St. Agatha Courtyard, breezway, 
rectory, church 

St. Agatha Walkway between 
church and rectory 

."') ( f ..-J"'\ ' I 
v lJ'-"" - ~ 

~ 

Nature of Alleged Abuse 

NO CO. Whenever he saw her, 
Fr. Rucker rubbed his hands 
down plaintiff's chest, breasts 
and back, Such.was generally 
over her clothing. Fr. Rucker 
also had plaintiff sit on his lap, 
and he would hold her "tight." 
At least once, Fr. Rucker 
approached plaintiff from 
behind and rubbed up against 
her back. 

Fr. Rucker groped/fondled 
plaintiffs left breast, over her 
clothes. 

No. of Plaintiff's 
Alleged Age at 
Incidents Time.of 

Alleged 
Abuse 

2-3/week 1st-5th 
grades 

once 11 yrs. 

Time Frame of 
Alleged Abuse 

1969-1974 

1972 
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Plaintiff Case Number & Original· Parish Location of Nature of Alleged Abuse No. of Plaintiff's Time Frame of 
(Name in Filing Date Alleged Abuse Alleged Age at Alleged Abuse 
Comf!laint} at Parish Incidents Time of 

Alleged 
Abuse 

1- ::0 m 
St. Anthony Outside classroom The first incident occurred after 0 12/23/03 twice P-12 yrs. 1964-1965 )> 

0; plaintiff inadvertently hit a nl\ 
0 ·~ volleyball onto the school roof. 

DOB12/16/53 )''' About one hour after recess ¢! 

. ' J ended, Fr. Rucker came to her .. ·· :i! 
class, and.brought her into the 

Jf hallway. She was standing 
" ';;.! about 5 feet from the entrance .~ .. 

;f.~~*--'~. to the classroom. As he 
reprimanded her, Fr. Rucker 

l~. ~; fondled her breasts. This first •.rt.1-'" 

incident lasted about 30 
minutes. Two days later, Fr. 
Rucker removed some 
notebooks from plaintiff's desk 
so as to compare such to some 
writing on the wall ofthegirl's 
bathroom. He took her out into 
the hall, about 5 feet from the 
entrance to the classroom. He 
touched plaintiff's breasts under 
her clothing. He also touched 
her vagina over her underwear. 
This second incident last about 
20 minutes. 
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U41 .L!lnvuu l.4: :;u I<'MREDACTED 

IN RE! MARCH 29th 2006 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90017 

DEAR MR.REDACTED 

SIR, I AM WRITING TO yOU AT TB:E 'REQUEST OFREDACTED 

OE' THE LOS ANG11lt.E.S ARCHDIOCESE:, ASSISTANCE MINISTRY OFFICE 

PER ~HE LETTER DATED MARCH 17th ·2006. I WILL RESPO~D ON ~HAT 

PR:E!SUMl?~ION FIRST r I W,I ti. NOT WASTE YOUR. VALUABLE T!ME AS YOU 

FROBAB~Y BILL.!~ THE HUNDREDS OF DOLLARS AN H~~~.SO I'LL GET TO 

THE POIN'J;' 1 I WAS ~EXUA:I;..LY ABUS~l? BY· o-eyB: .POSSIBLY 'IIWO PRIEST, 

I DID ATTEND SCHOOL THERE AND WAS AN ALTAR BOY, MY PARENTS 

ROBERT AND QUE~NIE Wlt~IAMS AND MY SEL~ DID GO TO CHURCH TBERE1 

THOSE'ARE UNDISPUTED FACTS WHICH WILL CHECK OUT, 

RCALA 009114 

[41 002 

'rHE NAMES OF THE PRIESTS ARE FATHERS RUEKER AND GEORGE,·AS FOR 

PARTICULAR DETAILS AaOOT ACTUAL ABUSE HAS BEEN COMING TO ME 

·IN MEMORY FLASHES AND NIGHTMARES TEAT EAVE OCCURR~D OVE~ 
rHtr rt-bJst: 1M t. Pt1tt; ~he¥\ ..J: P'tt$ 7 /(J 1/f&rr!J,• 

THE LAST· YEAR OR SO, I'M NOW 3 9 t ANi::fl oiM='!J3AR:S, 1!:!' PROli. fJ/t(l' lf1'J»i')(, · 

I DON"T KNOW EXACTLY THE TIMES AND EXACT PLACES, I WAS A·CHILD 
•' 

AT TBE TIMEr SURELX YO~ CAN UNDERSTAND THAT, PLEASE'SELIEVE ME 

WEEN I TEti. YOU THAT THESE TfflNGS OID HAPPEN TO M~, 

THE 01-l.E TH~NG r' Cl;,EARI.Y. AND ,VIVID~Y REMEMBER IS UNCON~ROLLED 

BOWEL MOVEMEN~~.ON MYSELF WHENEVER I WAS IN CLOSE PROXIMITY 

TO FATHER RUEKER; THIS IS SOMETHING l'YE NOT SHARED WITH ANYONEr 

·-1-

409320 

CCI 005914 



... -· ........... _.., .................. .., ...................... _ .... ..., "'"'"S ....... v.,., 

~2-

REDACTED 
I'MASEAMED, EVEN TO THIS DAY, TEESE'PR!EST 

HAVE At'l'E!\ED MY LIFE FOREV.ER, ·I '·'VE AtWA~S BEEN C'RIMI~ALLY \.· . 
INCLINED, 1\NO I BELIEVE. ;r.T ·IS l?·R0l3AB·L.Y A DIRECT RESULT· OF 'l'l:lE 

ABUSE I SUFFERED AT .THE HANDS OF THESE TWO PRIEST, I CAN 1 T SAY 

FOR SURE, I'M NOT A SHRINK, I CAN·ONLY SURMISE THIS. 

SIRt I RE~tiZE ~HAT YOU REPRESENT THE CHURCH AND YOUR JOB 

IS NOT TO HELP ME: BUT I'M ASKING YOU TO DO JUST THAT: HELP .ME. 

HELP ME TO GET NO WITH MY L!FEi I'M ASKING FO~ O~E OF TWO 

THINGS: CAN WB SETTLE ~aiS? -OR- CAN.YOU PROVIDE THE NAME AND 

. ADDRESS OF THE PLAINTIFFS ATTORNEYS, I REALLY DON "l' WANT '1'0' GO 

THAT ROUTE, BUT .. IF I HAVE NO OTHER CHOICE!, I FEEt l MUST• 

I'M SORE 'tHAT YOU DON'' T CARE FOR A 'LONG AND DRAWN OUT 

·LEGAL ACT,ION, EVEN THOUGH YOU· ARE A LARGE FIRM· WI~B UNtiMl~ED 

~ESOURCES, AND I AM A SINGLE, UNREPRESeNTED PLAINTIFF WHO HAS 

BEEN SEXUALLY' ABUSED BY PRIEST AS A KID, 

YOU HAVE THE POWER'TO EITHER SQUASH ME OR TO HELP, 

I AM ASKING YOU FOR YOUR HELP, SIR. 

RESPECTtULLY SUaM!TTED 

REDACTED 

RCALA 009115 

409321 

CCI 005915 


